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PREFACE. 


In  this  refined  age  and  countiy,  to  make 
a  graceful  appearance  as  an  author  requires 
endowments  to  which  the  writer  of  the  fol- 
lowing  pages   has   no   pretension :    neither 
would  he  have  intruded  himself  on  the  pub- 
lic notice,  had  he  not  thought  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  every  one  who  travels,  to  give 
his  own  country  the  benefit  of  his  observa- 
tion and  experience.     He   will   venture  to 
assert,  that  he  has  had  ample    means    of 
making  himself  acquainted  with   his    sub- 
ject, and  that  he  has  treated  it  with  can- 
dour and  impartiality. 
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For  upwards  of  ten  years  he  lived  in 
Peru :  sometimes  residing  among  miners ; 
at  other  times  associating  with  agricultu- 
rists; and  professionally  brought  into  con- 
tact with  persons  of  all  classes  and  ranks 
in  society,  from  the  palace  to  the  humblest 
hut. 

In  the  interior  of  Peru,  but  more  espe- 
cially in  Lima,  the  writer  has  met  with 
great  courtesy  and  kindness  in  private  life, 
and  been  distinguished  by  vfery  flattering 
marks  of  public  favour.  He  therefore,  it 
may  be  well  believed,  has  not  ''  set  down 
aught  in  malice;'*  and  he  trusts  that  in 
the  following  pages  there  will  not  be  found 
any  thing  injurious  to  the  Peruvian  people, 
or  at  variance  with  that  lasting  gratitude 
and  honest  pride  with  which  he  remembers 
and  acknowledges  their  hospitality. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  of  execut- 
ing his  task,  he  feels  that  he  requires  the 
indulgence  of  his  reader ;  but,  with  regard 
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to  the  matter,  he  persuades  himself  that, 
however  UDskiliully  treated  it  may  be,  and 
however  deficient  in  that  exquisite  minute- 
ness of  detail  which  delights  the  curious, 
it  will  nevertheless  be  found  to  convey  to 
the  intelligent  reader  a  fair  general  idea  of 
the  physical  and  moral  condition  of  Peru ; 
which,  as  it  is  all  that  the  writer  has  aim- 
ed at,  so  to  have  attained  it  is  all  that  he 
desires. 
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Page  11,  line  22,  and  in  all  other  instances, /or  Lorin  read  Lurin, 

22,  „     7,  for  Pellifter  read  Pellicer. 

25,  „  15,  /or  Manano  read  Mar j'ano. 

42,  ,,    18^  for  patillas  read  pa^illas, 

72,  ,,     2,  /or  _cq; olio  read  cogollo. 

^^^9  t»    df  for'en  cima  read  encima. 

Ill,  , ,  12,  for  tarrea  read  tarea. 

135,  „     4,  for  honorada  read  honrada. 

150,  „     5,  for  23rd  of  June  read  24th  of  June. 

201,  „  20,  for  Quichoa  read  Quichua. 

204,  ,,  11,  and  in  all  other  instances,/or  lassos  read  lazos. 

212,  ,,     5,  &c.  /or  premicia  read  prtmicia. 

257,  „  12,  for  Verugas,  read  Verrugas. 

298,  „     3,  &c.  for  Cocachacera  read  Cocachacra. 


PERU    AS    IT    IS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Boundaries  of  the  Peruvian  Republic. — General  appearance 
and  climate  of  the  coast. —  Seasons  divided  into  Wet  and 
Dry. — Vegetation.— lAinar  influence. — Enervating  effects  of 
the  climate  of  Lima. 

Modern  Peru  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  Republic  of  the  Equator;  on  the  south 
by  the  Republic  of  Bolivia ;  on  the  east  by 
the  Portuguese  territories^  or  Brazil ;  and  on 
the  west  by  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  coast 
of  the  Republic  of  Peru  extends  along  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  from  the  river  Loa, 
which  is  the  southern  boundary  that  divides 
it  from  Bolivia,  to  the  river  Tumbez,  which 
divides  it  on  the  north  from  Guayaquil,  or  the 
Republic  of  the  Equator.  All  this  extent  of 
coast,  from  3°  30^  to  2V  30'  south  latitude, 
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3  RIVERS. 

is  naturally  a  desert,  intersected  by  several 
rivers,  of  greater  or  less  magnitude^  that 
descend  along  narrow  mountain-glens  of  the 
Andes  to  the  Pacific  Ocean .  - 

Many  of  these  rivers  are  dried  up  for 
several  months  in  the  year ;  while  others,  of 
larger  size,  carry  a  perennial  stream,  swelling 
during  the  rainy  season  in  the  inland  country, 
and  are  never  seen  to  shrink  so  much  in 
time  of  drought  in  the  elevated  regions  from 
whence  they  spring,  as  not  to  supply  the 
means  of  irrigating  and  beautifying  the  mari- 
time vales  through  which  they  flow  as  they 
approach  the  ocean. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  while  along  the 
coast  of  Peru  the  eye  wearies  in  looking  at 
sandy  plains  and  hills,  we  no  sooner  pass  the 
river  Tumbez  than  the  face  of  nature  changes : 
in  the  former  range  all  looks  arid  and 
scorched ;  in  the  latter  country  all  is  verdant 
and  sappy.  The  coast  of  the  Equatorial  Re- 
public presents  to  the  eye  well-wooded  plains ; 
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while  on  the  coast  and  in  the  valleys  of  the 
western  side  of  the  Peruvian  territory,  trees^ 
when  not  reared  by  man,  are  only  to  be  met 
growing  in  favoured  places  hi  the  vicinity  of 
springs  and  rivers.  Piura,  the  most  northern 
province  of  Peru  along  the  shores  of  the  Pa* 
dfic,  is  celebrated  for  its  remarkably  dry 
atmosphere ;  but  in  a  rainy  year,  which  sel- 
dom happens  in  this  province,  the  pastures 
that  suddenly  spring  up  are  surpassingly  lux-^ 
uriant,  —  the  very  sand^lds,  "  arenales,'* 
after  one  or  two  days*  rain,  unfcdd  an  ex- 
uberance of  life  and  vegetation. 

The  temperature  of  the  low  valleys  on 
the  coast  of  Peru  may  be  siaid  in   general 
not  to  exceed  SS""  of  Fahrenheit  in  summer>^ 
nor  to  descend  much  under  60""  in  winter.* . 
Where,  however,  high  hills  closely  ov^hang 

*  In  Piura  the  temperature  of  the  air,  in  summer,  ranges 
from  80*  to  96%  and  in  winter  from  70*  to  81%  Fahrenheit. 
The  sea-breeze,  or  southerly  wind,  which  commences  to  be 
felt  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  is  here  hailed  as  the 
messenger  of  health  by  the  natives,  who  are  never  visited 
by  any  sweeping  and  fatal  epidemics. 
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4  TRANSITION   OF  TEMPERATURE. 

the  sandy  plains  or  dry  "pampas,**  it  19 
diflScult  to  say  to  what  degree  the  thermo* 
meter  may  fall  during  night,  when  the 
rush  of  cold  air  from  the  upper  regions  is 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  radiation 
from  the  plains,  and  the  force  with  which 
the  sun's  rays  during  the  day  had  struck 
on  the  scorched  ground.  So  intensely  oa 
such  occasions  does  the  traveller  feel  the 
transition,  that,  when  benighted  on  desert 
places,  he  is  sometimes  compelled  by  the 
keenness  of  the  cold  to  dismount,  and  bury 
himself  up  to  the  neck  in  the  warm  sand, 
until  a  returning  sun  again  befriend  him 
on  the  morrow,  and  encourage  him  to  pur- 
sue his  trackless  way. 

In  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  neither  the 
extremes  of  heat  nor  of  cold  are  ever  expe- 
rienced;* an  advantage  which  it  partly  owes 


•  Lima  is  situated  in  lat.  12o  2'  south,  and  long.  76^*  58' 
ivest.  It  stands  six  or  seven  miles  inland  from  its  sea-port  of 
Callao,  and  the  more  elevated  part  of  the  city  is  about  five 
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to  its  very  splendid  back-ground  of  moun- 
tains^  rising  one  above  another  to  the  skies. 

In  winter,  the  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit 
never,  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  falls  under 
60''  in  the  shade;  and,  during  summer,  we 
have  never  seen  it  rise  above  82% — its  usual 
station  being  about  80**  in  well-aired  apart- 
ments. The  ordinary  difference  between 
the  fall  of  the  night  and  day  thermometer 
is  only  from  three  to  four  degrees  when 
the  thermometer  is  placed  inside  a  common 
barred  window  without  glass,  and  opening 
into  a  veranda  or  corridor,  such  as  is  usual 
in  Lima  houses,  for  the  sake  of  free  ven- 
tilation. 

hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  has  frequently 
suffered  from  earthquakes,  which  are  very  common;  and 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  occurred  in  the  year  1828. 
Houses  of  one  story  have  their  walls  usually  composed  of 
sun-burnt  bricks  called  adobes ;  but,  that  they  may  be  better 
able  to  resist  the  shocks  to  which  they  are  so  often  exposed, 
they  are  principally  constructed,  when  of  more  than  one 
story  high,  of  wood  and  cane :  the  whole  work,  inside  and 
out,- being  plastered  over  with  clay,  and  white- washed  or 
painted. 


6  BAKOMETEICAL   VARIATIONS. 

In  the  sultry  month  of  February,  the  thei^ 
mometer,  if  placed  on  the  open  and  flat-roofed 
house-top  of  mud  plaster,  rarely  ascends  above 
US'" ;  and  at  this  season,  when  the  hot 
noon-day  air  may  be  said  to  be  fanned  by 
the  countless  '*  gallinazas,"  or  vultures,  that 
wheel  and  sweep  in  mid-sky,  the  canopy 
overhead  is  curtained  with  white  light  clouds 
that  happily  protect  the  city  and  its  inha- 
bitants from  the  too  scorching  beams  of  a 
tropical  sun. 

The  hygrometer  —  Leslie's  —  seldom  indi- 
cates fewer  than  12**  or  15**  in  the  wet  sea- 
son, and  rarely  exceeds  50**  in  the  summer 
months. 

The  »ange  of  the  barometer  may  be  con- 
sidered exceedingly  limited ;  for,  during  the 
period  of  six  months  that  we  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  ol^serving  barometrical  variations, 
the  mercury  was  commonly  stationary  at 
29Vo»  and  was  not  seen  to  fall  below  29^ 
inches.     Our  means  of  observation  began  in 
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September,  and  elided  in  March,  and  there* 
fore  included  the  transition  from  wet  to  dry 
weather, — frtan  the  cool  of  winter  to  the 
highest  heat  of  summer. 

Oa   one  occasion  when  we  observed  the 
barometer    fall    from    29^  to  29^   inches, 
there  had  been  a  smart  earthquake,  which, 
though    it    happened    in    the    usually  dry 
month  of  January,  was  preceded  by  a  gen- 
tle  shower  of  rain,   at   the   appearance  of 
which  the  people  in  the  streets  rejoiced,  and 
called   it  ^*  aqua    bendita,"  holy   w^ter !  — 
On    another  occasion,   when  we    noticed  a 
similar   sinking   of  the  mercury,    the  river 
Rimac   showed   by  its   turbid  and   swollen 
stream  that  it  rained  heavily  in  the  higher 
mountains.*     As  for  thunder  and  lightning, 

•  The  Rimac  divides  the  city  of  Lima  from  its  suburbs  of 
San  LazarOy  aud  has  over  it  an  excellent  bridge  close  to  the 
palace.  This  bridge^  accommodated  with  recesses  and  seats, 
is  greatly  resorted  to  in  fine  evenings.  The  young  ladies  of 
the  metropolis,  in  their  imposing  evening  party  or  tertulia  at- 
tire and  decoration,  are  fond,  in  times  of  public  tranquillity,  to 
saunter  to  the  bridge  on  moonlight  nights,  and  there  to  breathe 
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they  have  been  so  rarely  witnessed  in  Lima, 
that  there  they  may  be  said  to  be  unknown* 
The  above  statements  regarding  the   state 
of  the  atmosphere  in  Lima^  it  may  be  proper 
to  mention,  are  founded  on  observations  made 
by  the  writer  at  his  residence  in  Archbishop'^ 
Street,    close   to    the    cathedral  and  great 
square;  but  about  a  mile  higher  up,  in  a 
part  of  the  city  called  the   '*  Cercado/'  the 
influence  of  the  adjacent  hills  is  more  sensi-^ 
bly  felt  in  the  cooler  evenings  and  mornings  ; 
-  the  night  thermometer  sometimes  sinks 
down  to  54""  at  the  orchards  of  the  Cercado, 
when  in  the  centre  of  the  city  it  falls  within 
an  open  window  or  veranda  not  under  60°  of 
Fahrenheit. 

In  Lima  the  four  seasons  are  by  no  means 
distinctly  marked :  the  dry  summer  weather 
frequently  encroaches  on  the  autumnal  sea*- 

the  pare  air  of  mountain  and  sea  blended  and  eddying  as  it 
gives  freshness  to  the  pale  cheek,  and,  in  its  cool  and  circling 
current,  wafts  fragrance  from  the  choice  flowers  at  this  social 
hour  gracefully  wreathed  around  the  Rimac  beauties*  heads. 
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ton,  supposed  to  be  humid;  and  again^ 
the  sort  of  weather  and  ailments  most  pre- 
valent in  winter  are  sometimes  continued 
through  a  part  of  spring. 

Hence^  though  the  seasons  are  usually 
distinguished  into  spring,  summer,  autumn, 
and  winter,  it  would  be  more  truly  cha- 
racteristic to  adhere  to  the  usual  division 
of  the  aborigines,  into  wet  and  dry. 

In  May  the  mornings  become  damp  and 
hazy ;  and,  from  the  beginning  to  the  latter 
end  of  June,  more  or  less  drizzly.  In  Octo* 
ber,  again,  the  rains,  which  even  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August  are  seldom 
heavier  than  a  Scotch  mist,  cannot  be  said 
to  be  altogether  over,  as  the  days  are  still 
more  or  less  wet,  or  occasionally  there  may 
be  seen  to  fall  a  light  and  passing  shower ; 
the  evenings  and  mornings  being  damp  and 

foggy- 

In  November  and  December,  when  the 
dry  season  may  be  reckoned  to  have  set 

b5 
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in,  the  weather^  except  for  an  interval  at 
noon,  is  for  the  most  part  cool,  bracing, 
and  delightful:  and  April,  too,  is  in  this 
respect  an  agreeable  month;  at  the  latter 
end  of  ivhich,  the  natives  of  the  capital, 
being  so  exceedingly  sensitive  as  to  feel  a 
difference  of  only  two  or  three  degrees  be- 
twixt the  temperature  of  two  succeeding 
days  like  an  entire  change  of  climate,  are 
admonished,  by  a  disagreeable  change  in 
their  sensations,  to  protect  themselves  by 
warm  apparel  against  the  chills  arising 
from  an  occasional  north-west,  or  from  the 
influence  of  the  common  south-west  wind. 

Throughout  summer  the  wind  blows  al- 
most uniformly,  and  in  gentle  breezes,  from 
the  south ;  but  the  prevailing  wind  for  nine 
months  in  the  year  is  the  south-west,  which, 
as  it  mingles  with  the  warmer  air  along  the 
arid  coasts  of  Peru,  tends  to  moderate  the 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  and  to  pro- 
duce the  fog  and  "garua,"  or  thick  Scotch 
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mists,  of  which  we  have  taken  notice.  Dur- 
ing the  dry  season  on  the  coast,  the  rains 
are  experienced  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try and  lofty  range  of  the  high  table-lands, — 
especially  in  the  months  of  January,  Feb-* 
ruary^  and  March,  when  the  rain  that  falls 
inland  is  often  very  heavy,  and,  on  the  most 
elevated  regions,  it  is  not  unfrequently  al^ 
temated  with  snow  and  hail.  Thus,  the 
dry  season  of  the  coast  is  the  wet  in  the 
sierra,  or  mountain  land,  and  vice  versd ; 
and  by  merely  ascending  nigher  to  the  sierra, 
or  descending  close  to  the  sea,  without  any 
appreciable  shifting  of  latitude,  the  favour- 
ed Peruvians  may  enjoy,  by  the  short  migra- 
tion of  a  few  leagues,  a  perpetual  summer 
or  an  endless  winter,— if  that,  indeed,  sbould 
be  called  winter,  which  is  the  season  of 
natural  growth  and  herbage. 

Whoever,  late  in  August,  or  early  in  Sep- 
tember, has  had  the  good  fortune  to  visit 
Buena  Vista  in  the  enchanting  vale  of  Lorin, 
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six  or  seven  leagues  south  of  Lima,  and  for 
many  years  the  hospitable  mansion  of  that 
enlightened  philanthropist,  John  Thomas, 
Esquire,  must  have  observed  that  at  this 
season,  when  the  sandy  downs  of  Lorin  are 
yet  moistened  by  slight  rains  and  vapours, 
and  garnished  with  flowers,  such  of  the  trees 
in  the  vale  as  are  not  evei^reen,  and  depend 
not,  like  the  vegetation  of  the  neighbouring 
heights,  on  the  periodical  rain  of  the  coast, 
impart  a  certain  melancholy  hue  to  the  land- 
scape, as  they  have  already  commenced  to 
shed  abroad  their  sear  foliage ;  and  here  the 
music  of  the  thicket,  and  booth  on  the 
height,  are  both  in  unison  with  feelings  in*p 
spired  by  the  yellow-leaved  willows,  when 
the  '*  lomero,"  or  herdsman  of  the  downs,  tunes 
the  "yaravi,"  a  mournful  Indian  strain,  on 
his  homely  lute,  and  when  the  cuculh  in  a 
plaintive  note,  responds  from  the  guarango 
grove. 

By  the  end  of  September,  or  beginning  of 
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springs  we  find  the  trees  in  the  great  avenues 

around  Lima  banning  to  bud ;  and  the  new 

leaves  expand  on  them,  as  the  grass  dies  on 

the  adjacent  hills,  or  is  only  seen  to  preserve 

its  verdant  appearance  in  the  deep  clefts  and 

tops  of  the  hilly  recesses  of  Amencaes.*   But 

no  sooner  dies  the  natural  v^etation  on  the 

neighbouring  heights,  and  nearer  ridges  and 

declivities  in  view  of  the  city,  than  the  fertile 

irrigated  fields  and  enclosures   throw  forth 

the  waving  verdure  of  a  hopeful  harvest. 

Barley,  peas,  and  maize,  sown  during  the 
wet  or  misty  season,  come  to  maturity  through 
the  joint  operation  of  sun  and  artificial 
moisture  after  all  natural  or  spontaneous 
vegetation  has  withered  and  disappeared 
from  the  now  arid  hills  and  sandy  downs. 


*  We  shall  have,  by  and  by,  fttrther  occasion  to  speak  of 

Amencaes,  where  there  grows  a  handsome  yellow  flower  of  the 

same  name,  which  on  the  first  approach  of  slight  showers  and 

▼apours,  at  the  commencement  of  the  wet  season  on  the  coast^ 

is  the  pioneer  of  vegetation ;  as  the  primrose^  in  our  own  glens, 

presages  the  returning  verdure  of  spring. 
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The  maize  crops  the  farmers  always  harvest 
in  the  "  menguante^  or  decrease  of  the  moon; 
for  it  is  a  fact  known  to  every  husbandman, 
that  if  they  collect  the  crop  in  the  *'  cre- 
ciente/'  or  increase  of  the  moon,  it  will  not 
keep  free  of  moths  for  three  months,  even 
though  allowed  the  advantage  of  being  left 
in  husk,  in  which  state  it  is  found  to  be  least 
liable  to  damage. 

In  the  valleys  around  Lima  the  agricul- 
turist is  very  careful  not  to  sow  in  the  ere- 
ciente,  lest  the  seed  should  become  so  dis- 
eased and  injured  as  never  to  yield  a  healthy 
crop.  The  same  attention  to  lunar  influence 
is  bestowed  by  the  wood-cutter,  who  knows 
that  timber  cut  in  the  creciente  soon  decays, 
and  on  this  account  is  not  of  use  for  con- 
structing houses,  or  for  any  other  permanent 
purpose;  this  is  particularly  the  case  with 
the  willow  and  alder,  as  the  writer  had  once 
occasion  to  know  experimentally.  Being 
disinclined  to  believe  what  he  considered  to 
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be  the  prejudiceis  of  the  natires  respectibg 
lunar  influence,  he  insisted  upon  roofing  in 
part  of  a  house  with  alder  and  willow  cut  in 
the  creciente ;  and  after  a  couple  of  years 
he  was  convinced  of  his  own  error,  when  he 
saw  the  timber  employed  become  quite  brit- 
tle and  useless,  so  as  to  need  to  be  re- 
placed or  supported  to  prevent  the  roof  from 
falling. 

The  ''arriero,"  or  muleteer,  scrupulously 
attends  to  the  influence  of  the  moon  on  his 
cattle  ;  for  if  he  travels  in  the  creciente,  and 
in  a  warm  or  even  temperate  climate,  he 
takes  strict  care  not  to  unsaddle  his  riding- 
horses,  nor  to  unpad  his  cargo-mules,  until 
they  have  rested  awhile  and  cooled  suflSci- 
ently :  and,  if  he  should  neglect  these  pre- 
cautions, he  would  be  sure  to  have  his  cattle 
disabled  by  large  inflammatory  swellings, 
rapidly  running  on  to  suppuration,  forming 
on  their  shoulders  or  loins. 

In   short,  the  very    "chalan,"  or   horse- 
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jobber,  will  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  cut  the 
lampas  from  a  beast's  gums^  nor  will  a  Li- 
menian  at  any  time,  except  in  the  "men- 
guante/'  offer  to  pare  his  own  corns,  (and  few 
are  free  of  such  tormentors,)  for  fear  of  induc-^ 
ing  severe  irritation  as  the  reward  of  his 
indiscretion ;  and  we  may  reasonably  infer 
from  all  these  common-place  and  familiar 
facts,  that,  in  Peru,  lunar  influence  is  very 
remarkable,  since  both  in  the  animal  and 
vegetable  kingdom  it  forces  itself  upon  the 
attention  and  experience  of  every  one. 

If  it  be  asked  what  general  influence  such 
a  climate  as  we  have  now  described  may 
have  on  the  animal  frame,  we  would  answer 
that  there  appears  to  be  something  peculiarly 
enervating  and  degenerating,  aggravated  by 
the  total  neglect  of  sanitary  police,  in  the 
state  of  the  atmosphere  and  locality  of  Lima. 
This  effect  is  observable  in  the  dog  species, 
which  becomes  sluggish  and  spiritless,  and 
more  disposed  to  bark  than  to  bite ;  but  it 
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shows   itself  hiore  especially  in  the  male  de- 
scendants of  unmixed  European  parentage. 

We  commonly  see  the  son  of  the  brave 
and  stately  Spaniard  dwindle  away  from  the 
strength  of  frame  and  manly  character  of  his 
progenitor.  His  mind,  like  his  person,  be- 
comes petit-maitre ;  and,  though  vivacious  in 
youth,  it  continues  through  life  to  be  more 
distinguished  for  readiness  than  power,  for 
mobility  than  vigour. 
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without  being  applied  to  those  beneficial  pur* 
poses  of  tillage  which  should  be  the  means 
of  augmenting  the  health,  population^  and 
general  resources  of  Lima  and  its  environs. 
By  the  street-canals,  are  to  be  seen  all  day 
long  the  industrious  vultures,  (by  far  the 
most  efficient  agents  of  police,)  gulping  up 
the  refuse  cast  into  these  receptacles  of 
every  sort  of  nuisance.  When  the  water 
runs  in  small  quantity,  or  is  altogether  stop- 
ped from  neglect,  the  quantity  of  v^etable 
and  animal  deposit  carelessly  allowed  to  ac- 
cumulate in  these  channels  emits  a  pro- 
fusion of  gaseous  volatile  poison,  more  or 
less  penetrating  and  pernicious,  according  to 
the  season  of  the  year  and  heat  of  the 
weather. 

The  manure  conveyed  from  the  pens 
and  stables,  (which  might  be  applied  so 
as  richly  to  repay  the  farmer's  toil,  and  be 
made  to  beautify  at  the  same  time  that  it 
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enriched  to  an  incalculable  extent  the  adja« 
cent  plains,) — this  manure,  when  not  thrown 
into  the  canals,  is  conveyed  to   the  broad 
walls  of  the  picturesque  city,  and  there  heap- 
ed up  day  after  day ;  or,  if  not  thus  disposed 
of,  it  is  carried  to  the  river's  brink,  where 
it  is   suffered   to  accumulate  into  ferment- 
ing mounds  of  daily  increasing  size.     Here 
it  absorbs  moisture,  and  generates  miasmata 
that  taint   the  air  breathed  by  the  inhabit- 
ants ;  and  so  their  sloth  is   chastised.     We 
are  persuaded  that  their  own  culpable  inat- 
tention to  the  cleanliness  and  salubrity  of 
their    capital  contributes  largely   to  entail 
upon  them  a  greater  proportion  of  disease 
and  mortality  than  could  at  first  sight  be 
expected  from  the  features  of  the  climate. 
Those  natives,  indeed,  who  have  passed  a 
life  of  well-regulated  habits,  are  said  to  at- 
tain a  cheerful  old  age  in  Lima ;  and  there 
are  instances   of  a  few  individuals  exceed* 


22  MORTALITY   IN   LIMA. 

ing  a  hundred  years  of  age,  who  pre- 
serve considerable  bodily  activity  and  men- 
tal vivacity.  There  was  living,  when  we 
left  Lima  in  1836,  an  active  little  Franciscan 
friar,  said  to  be  considerably  above  a  hun- 
dred. A  Spanish  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Pellisier,  very  remarkable  for  the  acute- 
ness  and  vigour  of  his  mental  powers  and 
general  health,  died  in  our  own  day,  at  the 
age  of  a  hundred  and  two  or  three;  and 
some  other  instances  of  this  sort  might 
be  mentioQedi  These,  however,  are  ex- 
ceptions. For  it  is  worthy  of  particular 
remark,  that,  whatever  be  the  causes  that 
tend  to  produce  the  melancholy  result,  the 
truth  is,  that  the  general  mortality  in  Lima 
is  very  great;  a  fact  which  the  records  of 
its  Pantheon  fully  confirm,  as  may  be  seen 
from  the  annexed  documents. 
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TABLE 

Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  in  Lima  and  its  Sabnibs  from 
the  year  1826  to  the  year  1835,  both  inclosiTe. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

• 

1 

Year. 

• 

Deaths. 

Total  mnnber  of 
Deaths  in  the 
preceding  Ten 
Yeais. 

1826 
182T 
1828 
1829 
1830 

2075 
2162 
2106 
1948 
2118 

1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 

1871     ' 
2576     ; 
3305 
2744 
2603 

23,508 

Before  we  offer  any  remarks  on  the  above 

table  taken  from  a  carefiil  examination  of  the 

register-books  belonging  to  the  Pantheon,  or 

public  cemetery  of  Lima,  it  may  not  be  amiss 

to  premise  what  was  the  population  of  Lima 

when  tlie  last  census  was  taken,  just  before 

the  revolution  broke  out,  and  when  that  city 

is  supposed  to  have  been  fall  of  people  and  at 

its  'acme  of  prosperity.     This  census,  taken 

by  John  Base,  one  of  the    '*  oidores,*"    or 

judges  of  that  period,  and  dated  at  Lima, 

September  SO,  1818,  concludeys  by  the  fid* 
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lowing  summary :  —  "As  is  demonstrated 
by  the  preceding  statement,  the  capital  of 
Lima  comprehends  within  its  walls,  huts  and 
cottages  contiguous  to  the  city  gates,  and 
suburbs  of  San  Lazaro,  54,098  persons  of  all 
sexes,  castes,  states,  and  conditions,  which  are 
distinguished  minutely  in  the  same  statement, 
of  which  the  total  amount  consists  of  27,545 
males,  and  26,553  females." 

During  the  ten  years  embraced  by  the 
above  table  of  mortality,  the  population  of 
Lima  is  always  estimated,  by  the  best  in- 
formed natives,  as  much  under,  as  at  the 
time  of  the  census  of  Baso  it  was  found 
to  be  above,  50,000 ;  but  no  data,  or 
census  of  later  date,  by  which  to  verify  this 
matter  in  a  precise  manner,  exist  in  the 
hands  of  the  patriots ;  therefore  it  is  in  some 
degree  subject  of  conjecture,  although  from 
the  number  of  houses  that  are  now  abandon* 
ed,  and  the  great  falling  away  of  the  agri- 
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cultural  and  horticultural  labourers,  we  are 
probably  not  far  from  the  truth  in  calling  the 
average  population  of  the  capital  and  suburbs 
during  the  last  ten  years  45,000 ;  in  which 
case  the  deaths  in  twenty  years  will,  ac- 
cording to  the  above  rate,  as  seen  from  1826 
to  1835,  amount  to  47^000,  —  a  number 
greater  than  the  whole  population  given. 

It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  notice  that,  in 
the  year  1828,  (twenty  years  after  the  Pan- 
theon had  been  opened  for  interment,)  the 
much  lamented  General  La  Mar,  at  that 
time  president  of  Peru,  visited  the  burying- 
ground^  and  desired,  at  the  suggestion,  we 
are  told,  of  Don  Manano  Castilla,  a  gentle- 
man who  had  the  honour  to  accompany  his 
excellency  on  the  occasion,  one  of  the  chap- 
lains of  the  cemetery,  to  inform  him,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  proper  archives,  the  total  num- 
ber of  bodies  interred  for  the  twenty  years 
it  had  then  been  open  to  the  public;  and 

VOL.  I.  c 
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we  are  assured  that  the  result  corresponded 
closely  with  the  rate  expressed  in  our  pre- 
sent statement.    The^  archives  of  Beneficen- 
cia,  to  which  the  chaplain  had  recourse,  are 
now  lost  or  mislaid ;  but  the  account  he  fur- 
nished General  La  Mar,  after  these  docu- 
ments, then  extant,  were  consulted,  was  pub- 
lished in  some  one  of  the  periodicals  of  that 
day,  which,  however,  we  ourselves  have  not 
seen.    It  appears  from  our  table  of  mortality, 
from  1826  to  1835,   both   years  inclusive, 
that  during  the  last  four  years  the  number  of 
deaths  has  augmented  in  proportion  to  those 
that  took  place  during  the  preceding  six.   The 
most  obvious  reason  for  which,  that  we  can 
assign,  is,  that  the  late  administrator  of  the 
cemetery  and  keeper  of  its  register,  to  whose 
charge  the  books  were  left  during  the  first 
six  years,  was  not  attentive  (as  his  books  yet 
testify)  to  enter  the  number  of  espuestosy — 
in  other  words,  corpses  left  secretly  in  ex- 
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posed   situations^  as,    for  example,   at   the 
Pantheon,    hospital^  or  convent  gates ;  but 
his  successor   (Pasos)   has,    throughout  the 
last  four  years  specified,  been  very  careful  to 
insert  a  correct  enumeration  of  these  cast- 
away bodies,  as  the  writer  has  had  an  op- 
portunity   of  ascertaining    in   looking  over 
the  books  of  this  obliging  person,  who  lent 
his  willing  aid  to  procure  the  details  whence 
are  drawn  the  general  results  expressed  in 
the  table. 

The  number  of  the  espuestos  is  almost  in-^ 
credible,  and  shows  the  prevalency  of  great 
poverty ;  for  it  is  but  charitable  to  think 
that  no  one  would  thus  cast  away  a  child's 
remains  who  was  not  deprived  of  the  ordi* 
nary  means  of  covering  the  expense  of  an 
humble  interment:  but  it  is  said  that,  in 
this  business,  much  fraud  is  committed  by 
the  parents  of  the  deceased,  who,  to  avoid 
paying  the  regular  funeral  dues,  give  the 
VOL,  !•  c  2 
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hearse-men  a  few  reals  for  picking  up  the 
exposed  bodies,  and  carrying  them  to  the 
cemetery  to  be  buried.  For  these  considera- 
tions, it  will  not  be  unwarrantable  to  infer 
that  the  increase  of  deaths  during  the  last 
four  years  on  the  table  has  not  been  so  much 
in  reality  as  in  appearance,  from  the  omission 
of  duly  registering  the  espuestos.  Nor  does 
it  appear  from  a  document  now  before  us, 
titled,  "Guia  politica,  eclesiastica,  y  mili- 
tar  del  Peru,"  by  the  celebrated  and  praise- 
worthy Dr.  D.  H.  Unanue,  published  in  the 
year  1793,  that  the  gross  amount  of  deaths 
has  altered,  in  proportion  to  the  ^  existing 
population^  to  that  extent  which  many  per^ 
sons  would  incline  to  believe,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  increase  of  poverty  and  demo- 
ralization which  have  been  experienced  since 
that  period.  In  1798  the  population  was 
quoted  in  the  «Guia"  at  52,627,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  at  2795,  not  including 
such  as  occurred  among  nuns  or  ecclesiastics ; 
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all  of  whom,  conjointly,  formed  a  large  item 
in  the  population  of  Lima,  and  must  have 
had  a  good  many  deaths  among  their  number 
to  increase  the  real  bill  of  mortality.* 

It  cannot  be  supposed  either,  that  war  had 
much  share  in  swelling  the  Pantheon  list  of 

♦  The  proportion  which  the  different  sexes,  castes,  and  con- 
ditions, &c.  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lima  bore  to  one  another  in 
the  year  1818,  may  be  learned  from  the  subjoined  summary 
taken  from  the  census  of  Juan  Baso,  Oidor. 


Summary   of  Men   by 
Castes. 


Summary  of  Men 
by  Wards. 


Seeolar  Spaniards     8406 

Priests  and  Fiian      1331 
Mestizoes         -        2660 


Indiana 


1561 


Free    Negroes    #     .^io 
and    Pardos     ^     *^^^ 


Id.  slaves 


4703 


22,883 


lit  Ward       6841 


2nd  Id. 
Srdtd. 

Ml  Id. 


6882 
6389 

3512 


Oen. 

amt. 

of  the 

whole. 


Cercadd, 
the  high 
er  part  of  ^  259 
the  city 
BO  called 

In  wards      4662 


27,545 


37,545 


26,553 


54,098 


Summary  of 
Women  by 
Wards. 


Summary  of  Wo- 
men by  Castes. 


7975Wardlst 

6090  -•>  2nd 
7420  —   8rd 

4756  —   4th 


312  Cercado 


26,553 


9455  Secular  Spa- 
nish women 

506  Nuns. 

3262  Mestiza  wo- 
men. 

1731  Indian  wo 
men. 


{ 


7715  Black  and 
swarthy  free 
women. 


3884  Id.  slayas. 


26,553 


To  convey  a  more  particular  idea  of  the  different  races  of 
people  in  Lima^  as  these  are  divided  and  subdivided^  and 


so 
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dead  in  these  latter  years,  because,  though 
civil  broils  were  frequent  since  the  year  1886, 
yet  Lima  itself  was  not  the  usual  seat  of  con- 
flict. Some  troops  there  were  always  sta- 
tioned in  this  city ;  but,  should  these  be  ex- 
change in  colour  by  intermixing  with  one  another,  we  shall 
add  tables  on  the  subject,  given  by  Dr.  Unanue,  in  his  work 
titled  '*  Observaciones  sobre  el  clima  de  Lima." 


Intermarriages. 

Offspring. 

Colour. 

Mixture. 

Men. 

Women. 

• 

European 

Creole 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

Negro 

European 

Creole 

Indian 

Mestiza 

Negress 

Mulatta 

Quarterona 

Quinterona 

Indian 

Creole 

Creole 

Mestizoe 

Creole 

Mulatto 

Quaiieron 

Quinteron 

White 

Chino 

White 
White 
White 
White 

J  negro,  J  white. 
^  negro,  J  white. 
^  negro,  ^  white. 

The  same  author  gives  the  following  as  the  retrograde  inter- 
marriages, by  which  the  offspring  are  of  a  more  dingy  appear- 
ance, and  made  to  recede  more  and  more  from  white,  which  he 
takes  as  the  standard  primitive  colour. 


Marriages. 


Negro, 
Negro, 
Negro, 
Negro, 
Negro, 


Offspring.  Colour. 

Negress,  Negro. 

Mulatta,  Zambo,  {negro,  ^ white. 

Zamba,  Dark  Zambo,    f  negro,  |^  white. 

Dark  Zambo,  Neg^ro,  \^  negro,  i^  white. 

China,  Zambo, 
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eluded  from  the  estimate  of  the  regular  popu- 
lation of  the  place,  stilly  however,  any  dif- 
ference  in   the  sum  of  mortality  thus  pro- 
duced from  soldiers  dying  in  hospitals  and 
registered  at  the  cemetery  would  be^  most 
likely,  more  than  equalled  by  the  default  in 
the    account    of    the    espuestoSf    especially 
young  children,  whose  remains  were  irregu- 
larly interred,  and  so  not  at  all  entered  upon 
the  books.   And  as  for  the  Montonera  troops, 
or  others  who  met  with  violent  death  in  or 
about  town  during  the  late  noisy  skirmishes, 
they  were,  upon  the  whole,  too  inconsiderable 
to  merit  much  notice  in  this  place,  as  appears 
very  clearly  from  the  various  entries  made 
in  the  register  by  Pasos,  the  present  adminis- 
trator and  book-keeper  of  the  cemetery. 


S^  DIET  OF  LIMA. 


CHAPTER    III. 

Food^  fruity  and  water  used  in  Lima. 

As  the  degree  of  healthy  and  vigour  of 
constitution,  enjoyed  by  individuals,  depend 
in  a  great  measure  upon  the  diet,  as  well 
as  on  the  air  they  breathe,  climate,  and 
caste,  we  shall  offer  a  few  general  observa- 
tions on  the  dietetic  habits  of  the  Lime- 
nians. 

Besides  maize,  which  is  more  generally 
cultivated  than  wheat,  the  latter  being  to  a 
considerable  extent  an  article  of  importa- 
tion from  Chili  and  other  foreign  parts,  the 
staple  food  of  the  poor  on  the  coast  is 
derived  from  the  camote  and  yuca,  both  of 
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which  roots    are  exceedingly  nutritive  and 
wholesome ;  but,  in   Lima,   animal  food  U 
consumed    in    very    large    quantity.      The 
quantity   of    poultry  used   here  is   incalcu- 
lable ;  and  a  good  reason  for  this  is,  that  the 
sick,  infirm,  and  convalescent, — always  ex- 
ceedingly numerous  in  this  capital,  as  well 
in  public   hospitals  as  in  private  houses, — 
think  themselves  neglected  in  their  diet  if 
they  have  not,  at  least  once  a  day,  chicken 
or  chicken  soup.     Geese  and  ducks  are  in 
low  reputation  as  articles  of  aliment ;  but  of 
pigeons  and  turkeys  there  is  always  a  large 
supply  in  the  daily  market,  held  under  sheds 
in  convenient  parts   of  the  town.     Fish  is 
usually  good  and  plentiflil, — the  fishermen, 
by  the  way,  furnishing   the   best  specimen' 
we  have  seen  of  a  robust  form  in  the  Indian 
family. 

The  number  of  fat  pigs  killed  in  the  town 
h«8  been,  in  the  year  1885,  —  on  occasion  of 
imposing,  for  the  support  of  the  colleges,  a 
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duty  of  four  reals,  or  about  two  shillings 
a-head^  on  each  pig,— -estimated  considerably 
above  twenty  thousand  yearly;  and  there 
is  always  so  large  a  consumption  of  lard 
and  fried  pork,  (*' chicharones,")  that  the 
trade  of  the  "  mantequero/'  or  lard  and 
swine-dealer,  is,  after  that  of  the  baker  and 
lottery-man,  "  suertero,"  one  of  the  most  lu- 
crative in  the  capital. 

From  forty  to  fifty  head  of  oxen,  and  from 
three  to  four  hundred  sheep,  are  slaughtered 
daily  for  the  Lima  market:  the  beef  is 
very  good ;  the  mutton  of  inferior  quality. 
We  were  told  by  one  of  the  principal  beef 
contractors  that,  early  in  the  year  1836,  the 
slaughter  of  oxen  in  Lima  was  reduced  to 
thirty  or  thirty-five  head  daily;  a  decrease 
from  the  usual  number  which  he  ascribed 
to  the  poverty  peculiar  to  that  particular 
period  of  misrule,  disabling  many  families 
from  buying  beef,  and  partly  also  to  a  new 
military  order  relating  to  the  soldiers'  rations. 
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Instead  of  his  former  allowance  of  meat^ 
the  soldier  was  now  allowed  two  reals  daily 
to  provide  for  himself  what  food  he  pleased ; 
— atn  injudicious  alteration  in  his  circum- 
stances^ for  he  either  gave  his  ration-money 
for  drink,  or  indulged  his  appetite  in  eating 
some  unwholesome  trash  calculated  to  throw 
him  too  often  on  the  sick-list. 

Pastry  and  sweet-meat  criers  are  seen 
everywhere  in  the  Lima  streets ;  and  a  sort 
of  cook-stand,  abounding  in  fried  pork  and 
fish,  is  to  be  found  at  the  corner  of  every 
square.  This  practice  gives  some  insight 
into  the  dietetic  habits  of  the  vulgar;  and 
such  poor  families  of  genteel  pretensions 
as  from  necessity  hire  out  their  slaves,  are 
seldom  at  the  trouble  or  expense  of  cooking 
at  home  when  they  can  more  easily  call  in 
from  the  street  what  little  they  may  satisfy 
themselves  with. 

Masamorerias,  or  a  sort  of  pap-shops, 
are  very  common   in  Lima.     Of  the  sweet 
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pap  in  vulgar  use  there  are  as  many  varieties 
as  there  are  of  meal  and '  flour, — ^such  as 
peas,  beans^  rice,  maize  flour,  arrow-root^ 
starch, — of  which  they  have  many  varieties. 
Any  of  these  boiled  in  water  to  a  very  soft 
consistence,  with  or  without  the  addition 
of  fruit  or  some  vegetable  acid^  and  sweet- 
ened exceedingly  with  sugar,  molasses,  or 
*'chancaca,"  (the  latter,  a  coarse  sort  of 
brown  sugar  made  up  into  cakes,)  is  what 
constitutes  the  great  Limenian  dish  *'  masa- 
mora,"  to  which  these  sweet-mouthed  peo- 
ple are  as  proverbially  partial  as  the  English 
are  to  roast-beef. 

However  salutary  in  itself  may  be  the 
quality  of  the  more  substantial  food  of  such 
Limenians  as  can  afford  to  live  well  and 
generously,  yet  most  of  their  dishes  are  so 
sodden  in  lard,  that  the  common  fowl,  the 
pigeon,  turkey,  and  that  excellent  family 
dish  the  "  puchero,"  consisting  of  a  variety 
of  fruit  and  vegetables,  with  pieces  of  meat 
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of  different  kinds  and  quality^  all  boiled  and 
presented  in  one  great  piece  of  plate» — are 
among  the  comparatively  few  which  a  simple 
palate  can  relish. 

Their  soups^  together  with  a  great  variety 
of  vegetable  dishes^  are  so  heated  with  agi- 
pepper,  that  the  coats  of  the  stomach  would 
indeed  require  to  be  well  greased  to  protect 
them  against  the  piquant  effects  of  this 
popular  condiment.  Useful  and  even  neces* 
sary  as  this  agi  is  found  to  be  by  those 
Indians  of  the  valleys  who  cultivate  it  around 
their  doors,  and  whose  diet  is  nearly  all 
vegetable,  yet  in  a  climate  like  that  of  Lima, 
and  in  constitutions  so  delicate  as  those  of 
its  inhabitants  confessedly  are,  it  must  prove 
injurious  to  the  organization  of  the  stomach, 
and  to  the  health  in  general,  when  freely  and 
daily  taken  with  a  plentiful  allowance  of 
animal  food,  and  a  general  mode  of  living 
sober  but  not  temperate;  for  though  the 
better  classes  deal  sparingly  in  wine,  yet,  by 
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partaking  more  or  less  of  every  dish  at  table^ 
and  these  not  a  few,  they  usually  eat  more 
than  the  powers  of  digestion  can  comfortably 
apply  to  the  support  of  the  frame,  not  usually 
exposed  by  so  indolent  a  people  to  great 
waste  from  athletic  exertion. 

The  native  dark  races  are  indeed  much 
more  robust  in  form,  and  hardier  in  consti^ 
tution,  than  strangers  to  their  climate ;  and 
many  of  them  drink  *^  aguardiente, "  or  un- 
coloured  cane  spirits,  in  great  quantity,  and 
with  less  immediate  ill  effect  than  one  would 
expect.      Their  constant  use    of  such  ex- 
citants   as    ardent    spirits    and    fermented 
beverages  called  '^  chichas/'  with  animal  food 
and  agi,  may  possibly  be  a  principal  reason 
why  these  persons,  whenever  they  are  seized 
with  inflammatory  complaints,  stand  general 
bleeding  better  than  others  of  their  own  caste 
fed  upon  sango,  a  name  applied  to  a  sort  of 
mash    made    with    maize-meal    and   sweet 
potatoes :  but  pei*sons  of  European  descent. 
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with  skin  so  siuch  more  delicate  than  the 
darker  races  in  Peru,  and  endowed  with  a 
more  susceptible  nervous  system,  suffer  much 
more  readily  from  atmospherical  vicissitudes; 
and   their   digestive   organs  and  powers  of 
assimilation  being  comparatively  weak,  those 
irregularities,  borne  by  the  negro  and  zambo 
wiUi  comparative  impunity,  are  to  the  white 
man,   whose  organization  is  not  so  suitable 
as  theirs  for  a  warm  and  relaxing  climate, 
the   frequent  cause  of  various  disorders  of 
the    bowels,    as    indigestion,    cholera  mor- 
bus,   or    dysentery.     The  dietetics   of  the 
Limenians    naturally    induce    frequent    ex- 
amples of  impaired  digestion  ;   and  worms, 
too  usually  the  inmates  of  unhealthy  bow- 
els,  are    so    remarkably   common,    and   in 
acute   febrile  diseases  are  so  generally  ex- 
pelled either  dead  or  alive,  that  their  ap- 
pearance in  such  disorders  is  looked  upon 
as  a   matter  of  course.     What  share  the 
water,  as  a  vehicle  for  ova,  may  have  in 
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propagating  these  worms,  it  may  be  difficult 
to  assign ;  but  as  the  aqueducts  are  much 
neglected,  and  proper  filtering-stones  not  in 
general  use,  it  is  likely  that  some  seeds  of 
disease  may  thus  enter  the  system;  and  it 
may  be  mentioned  that,  during  the  warm 
weather,  a  host  of  animalcules  show  them- 
selves to  the  naked  eye  in  the  earthen  jars, 
or  "  botijas,^'  which  are  kept  in  the  culinary 
apartments  as  receptacles  for  water  intended 
for  ordinary  domestic  purposes ;  and  even 
water,  heated  in  hot  baths  to  ninety  or 
more  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  if  again  allowed 
to  cool,  and  stand  over  a  few  days,  is  seen 
crowded  with  myriads  of  playful  animal- 
cules. 

Of  water  taken  by  the  writer  from  the 
fountain  of  the  great  square  in  Lima,  just 
as  the  river  began  to  rise  in  January  from 
the  effects  of  the  inland  rains,  he  is  happy 
to  be  able  to  furnish  the  following  analysis 
by  Dr.  Thomson  of  Glasgow. 
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Sp.  gr.  1*00028;  purer  than  Clyde  water; 
1000  grains  contained 


Grains. 

Common  salt 

0-05 

Sulphate  of  lime 

.    019 

Silica    ... 

0'06 

Vegetable  matter 

.     0-04 

0  34 

Nature  has  supplied  the  Peruvians  of  the 
coast  with  fruits  most  suitable  to  their 
wants;  and  these,  though  often  injurious 
when  eaten  in  a  state  of  immaturitj,  or 
when  the  stomach  is  not  in  a  fit  state  to 
receive  them,  are  yet.  when  used  in  season, 
most  grateful  to  the  taste,  and  salutary  to 
the  constitution,  in  the  regions  where  they 
abound. 

We  shall,  therefore,  introduce  in  this  place 
a  list  of  the  fruits  produced  in  the  orchards 
in  and  about  Lima,  with  a  specification  of 
the  months  when  they  are  in  season.  This 
we  are  happily  able  to  do  by  presenting  our 
readers  with  a  list,  obligingly  given   to  us 
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by  Mr.  Mathews^  an  English  botanist,  now 
making  rich  botanical  collections  in  the  in- 
terior of  Peru ;  but  whose  occupation^  as  an 
horticulturist  at  Lima,  afforded  him  the  best 
opportunity  for  exact  and  practical  informa- 
tion on  the  subject. 

January. — Grapes  begin  to  ripen ;  and  also 
apricots,  and  a  few  pears. 

February. — Grapes,  pears  in  abundance, 
apricots ;  peaches  begin  to  ripen  ;  lucumas 
scarce;  figs. 

March.  —  Grapes  in  abundance  ;  pears 
scarce;  peaches  in  abundance;  apples  be- 
gin to  ripen ;  lucumas  in  abundance ;  figs 
in  abundance. 

April.  —  Apples  in  abundance;  quinces, 
ceruela  de  frayle  {spondias  dulcis),  and  ceras- 
as  {malpighia  glandulosa),  patillas  {psidium 
Hneatum),  and  guavas ;  figs  scarce. 

May. — The  same  as  April ;  a  few  grapes 
are  seen  in  the  market,  brought  from  the 
southward ;  cherimollas. 
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June.  —  CherimoUas  and  gaanavanas  ; 
sweet  and  sour  oranges ;  a  few  apples. 

July. — The  same  as  June,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  apples  and  limes ;  sweet  lemons 
and  sour  lemons  begin  to  ripen. 

August.  —  The  same  as  July;  but  slight 
demand  for  oranges  this  month. 

Sq)tember.  —  Lucumas,  paltas,  and  the 
fruits  of  the  previous  month. 

October.  —  Same  as  September ;  but  a 
great  demand  for  limes  and  sweet  lemons. 

November  TDuring  these  two  months 
and         <  there  is  a  great  demand  for 

December,  (^sweet  and  sour  lemons,  for 
^frescos,**  or  cooling  drinks.  Sweet  oranges 
rarely  remain  good  after  the  middle  of 
November. 

Plantains  produce  all  the  year,  but  the 
greatest  abundance  is  during  the  hot  months. 
The  pepino  is  also  much  eaten  during  De- 
cember, January,  and  February.  In  the 
months  of  April  and  May,  the  pulp   sur- 
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rounding  the  seeds  in  the  pod  of  the  pacay 
are  much  eaten. 

In  addition  to  the  above  account  by  Mr. 
Mathews^  we  may  notice  that  the  melon  and 
sandia,  or  musk  and  water-melon,  are  much 
cultivated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lima; 
and  are  to  be  seen  in  large  heaps  by  the 
bridge,  and  at  the  corners  of  streets,  where 
they   are   bought   up,   and  consumed   with 
avidity,    in   the    hot    month    of  February. 
Olives  too,  and  very  good  ones,  grow  in  the 
Vale  of  Rimac,  and  arrive  at  maturity  in 
February  and  March.     During  the  late  civil 
wars,  several  valuable  olive  plantations  were 
wantonly  cut  down.     Strawberries,  and  like- 
wise **  tunas,"   or    Indian   figs,    of  inferior 
quality,  grow  in  Lima;  but  the  market  is 
supplied  with  these  fruits,  and  of  the  best 
quality,  from  the  neighbouring  valley  of  Sta. 
Ulaya.      The    pine-apple    does    not    ripen 
spontaneously  in  Lima,  though  attempts  are 
now  making  near  the  Callao  gate  of  the  city 
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to  cultivate  it.  The  pine-apple  eaten  in  Lima 
is  usually  brought  from  the  eastern  side  of 
Peru»  from  the  Montana  of  Tarma  and  6u- 
ancayo^  &c.  Sometimes,  also,  a  few  pine- 
apples are  carried  from  about  Moro  on  the 
coast  to  the  northward ;  but  these  often  de- 
cay before  they  arrive  in  Lima. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Remarks  explanatory  of  certain  Dietetic  maxims,  and  estab- 
lished notions  or  prejudices,  illustrative  of  the  physical 
constitution  and  domestic  habits  of  the  Limenians. 

In  Lima  there  are  certain  opinions  and 
rules,  relating  to  the  nature  and  cure  of  dis- 
eases, so  very  popular  and  well  received 
among  the  vulgar,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
habitually  countenanced  by  many  of  the  na- 
tive practitioners,  that,  for  any  one  who  pro- 
poses to  practise  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
and  hopes  to  be  honourably  acquitted  by  the 
jury  of  nurses  and  attendants  who  are  always 
numerous  about  the  sick,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  consider  the  tenor  of  the  following 
remarks : 
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L  iVb  conoce  nuestro  clima. — It  is  affirmed 
bj  native  doctors,  but  not  always  acceded 
to  by  the    vnlgar^   that  there  is  something 
occult  in  the  climate  of  Lima,  which  ooly  a 
Lamenian  or  Creole  phjrsician  can  sufficiently 
comprehend.   Hence  the  prejudiced  objection, 
•*  No  conoce  nuestro  dima,"  —  that  is,  "  he 
knows  not  our  climate," — is  sanctioned  by  high 
professional  authority ;  and  this  much  hack- 
neyed caveat  is  usually  laid  at  the  threshold  of 
every  European  doctor  who  desires  to  make 
himself  professionally  useful  in  Lima. 

Every  one,  we  think,  will  admit  that  the 
practice  of  medicine  must  be  modified,  or  con- 
siderably altered,  according  to  the  topography 
of  any  particular  country  ;  for  it  is  observed, 
that  difference  of  locality  affects  not  only 
man,  but  plants  and  animals,  in  a  striking  de- 
gree as  we  extend  from  the  Equator  towards 
latitudes  far  to  the  north  or  south  of  it. 
Yet,  if  there  be  any  who  understand  either 
the  botany  or  zoolc^  of  Peru,  or  who  en- 
vou  u  c  }2 
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deavour  to  illustrate  these  subjects  by  their 
science  and  diligence,  they  are  not  Peru- 
vians. 

The  only  lover  of  natural  history  we  have 
the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with  in  that 
country  is  Don  Mariano  Rivero  of  Arequipa ; 
and,  though  their  tranquil  sky  might  be  ima- 
gined to  allure  Limenians  of  a  philosophic 
turn  of  mind  to  the  contemplation  and  study 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  yet  to  Dr.  Gr^orio 
Paredes  alone  belongs,  in  the  present  day, 
the  merit  and  high  distinction  of  keeping  the 
sublime  vigils  of  the  astronomer.  Now  this 
dearth  of  native  science  is  not  confined  to 
these  general  branches  of  natural  history  and 
philosophy,  but  affects  very  sensibly  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  The  very  manuals  of  pri- 
mary medical  instruction  put  into  the  hands 
of  medical  students  in  the  capital  of  Peru 
are  foreign  and  European.  And  thus  it  is 
plain  that  they  have  no  peculiar  and  na- 
tional digest  of  medical  knowledge — no  local 
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and  partial  medical  code,  such  as  charlatans 
and  public  impostors  would  desire  to  insinu- 
ate when  they  talk  of  their  own  practice  of 
physic,  or  what  they  call  Medicina  del  pais. 

It  is  indeed  to  be  hoped  that  no  respect- 
able physician  in  Peru  will  hereafter  indulge 
in  the  folly  of  maintaining  that  Europeans 
are  neither  fit  to  practise  in  that  country, 
nor  able  to  comprehend  the  peculiar  influ- 
ences  of  the  climate  of  Lima.  This  climate, 
like  every  other  on  the  known  face  of  the 
globe,  is  open  to  the  investigations  of  the 
meteorological  observer,  whether  he  be  a  na- 
tive of  the  Old  or  New  World. 

The  laws  of  physiolc^,  we  may  further 
observe^  like  those  of  gravitation,  are  the 
same  in  Peru  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world  ; 
and  the  aphorisms  of  Hippocrates,  generally 
founded  on  accurate  observations  made  more 
than  two  thousand  years  ago,  are  at  this  day 
equally  true  as  when  first  embodied,  and 
applicable  to  man^s  physical  constitution  all 
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over  the  globe.  The  medical  treatment  of 
diseases^  whether  conducted  at  home  or 
abroad,  must  be  conducted  in  conformity 
with  the  common  and  immutable  laws  of 
the  animal  economy,  and  with  due  attention 
to  the  constitution  and  temperament  of  indi* 
viduals.  The  locality  of  the  patient's  birth 
or  residence,  the  influaice  of  climate,  diet, 
and  habits,  &c.  are  mere  accidental  circum- 
stances, secondary  and  subordinate  consider- 
ations, which  every  physician  or  medical 
officer  of  our  fleets  and  armies,  to  whatever 
clime  he  be  transported,  should  be  able  to 
survey  and  to  estimate,  like  the  skilful  com* 
mander  who,  as  he  reconnoitres  his  ground, 
perceives  the  local  character  of  a  new  field  of 
action. 

II,  Tomar  duke  para  bever  agua  a  las 
horas  de  la  comida. — This  is  a  standing  diet- 
etic rule  observed  at  the  close  of  a  meal  or 
repast,   which  means  that  sugar,   or  some 
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sweet  preserve,  is  to  be  taken  to  give  relish 
to  the  wat^  that  it  is  cmstomary  to  drink  at 
this  time,  whether  one  feel  thirstf  or  not : 
fliej  tiierefore  sweeten  the  palate  to  enjoy 
their  sitnide  drink. 

Should  a  Limenian  in  perfect  health,  who 
Umis   drinks   water  at  stated    periods,  feel 
thirsty    shortly  after  a  meal  concluded,  as 
usual,   with  sugar  or  some  sweet-meat  and 
water,  he  is  taught  to  endure  the  inconve- 
nieoce  rather  than  bring  on  himself  indispo- 
sition by  indulging  his  thirst.    To  understand 
tiiis,  it  is  requisite  to  know,  that,  until  three 
hours  have  elapsed  after  the  taking  of  the  last 
meal,  no  one  is  supposed  to  drink  even  water, 
which  is  the  most  common  beverage  of  the 
natives ;  for  to  commit  such  an  irregularity 
would,  it  is  believed,  be  to  occasion  a  fit  of 
indigestion  or  to  hazard  health. 

This  may  appear  a  ridiculous  prejudice  to 
those  who  are  accustomed  to  quench  their 
thirst,  as  often  as  it  naturally  arises,  without 
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regard  to  rules  ;  but,  on  the  coast  of  Pern, 
the  neglect  of  this  prophylactic  rule  of  only 
drinking  at  stated  periods,  when  it  vicdates 
tlie  established  habits  of  an  individual  trained 
up  in  the  observance  of  it,  may  be  allowed  to 
be  injurious  to  the  health,  as  it  certainly 
disturbs  the  digestive  functions.  This  strict 
attention  to  measured  periods  of  drinkiiig 
water  is  also  countenanced  in  the  hill-land  of 
the  interior,  where  digestion  is  usually  so 
vigorous  as  not  to  require  such  nice  precau- 
tion :  but  it  is  patronised  by  custom ;  and  this, 
no  doubt,  the  majority  hold  as  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  continuance  of  the  practice. 

When  a  person  suffers  from  acute  febrile 
disease,  and  is  only  allowed  very  spare  and 
tenuous  diet,  such  as  chicken  soup,  panada^ 
tapioca,  or  arrow-root,  &c. ;  then,  from  om 
meal  to  another,  the  regular  interval  is  five 
hours ;  three  hours  after  each  meal,  water, 
or  some  medicated  drink,  is  given ;  and,  two 
hours  after  this  drink,  the  allotted  aliment. 
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of  whatever  simple  sort  it  may  be,  is  again 
repeated.     Thus  food  and  drink  are  regularly 
alternated  till  the  patient  is  considered  to 
be  in  a   state  which  requires  the  supply  of 
solid  food ;  and  then,  as  when  in  ordinary 
health,  the  interval  from   meal  to   meal  is 
understood  to  be  seven  hours.     The  solid  food 
^▼en  to  the  convalescent  generally  consists  of 
chicken,  which,  of  all  the  items  in  the  list 
of  liimenian  dietary,  is  that  in  most  general 
requisition.     Now,  for  the  proper  digestion 
of  the  chicken,  five  hours  are  allowed  before 
any  medicated  drink  is  ordered  after  it ;  and 
the  principle  recognised  in  this  method  is, 
that  drink,   which    too  much   dilutes    and 
weakens   the  gastric  juice  in  the  stomach, 
cannot  with  propriety  be  taken  before  chy- 
mification  is  complete. 

Nurses,  and  very  kind  and  obliging  friends, 
usually  attend  so  strictly  to  the  above  order 
in  giving  food  and  drink,  that,  though  the 
poor  patient  be  burning  with  thirst,  he  can 
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only  have  permission  to  quench  it  at  the  fixed 
and  assigned  houn ;  and,  through  a  fiseli^ 
of  pure  benevolence  towards  the  sick,  Aey 
interrupt  a  salutary  sleep  rather  than  fail 
in  punctually  giving  either  drink,  nutrinieDt> 
or  medicine  at  the  coirespondiag  hoiffS. 
Under  the  influence  of  an  amiable  sense  of 
duty,  the  anxious  mother  is  often  heard  to 
assure  the  doctor  that  she  herself  was  attentive 
to  give  ter  child  its  drink  or  medicine  at  exact 
time,  as  announced  frotn  the  nearest  churdi 
spire  by  the  striking  of  the  clock ;  though  it 
grieved  her  to  interrupt  its  gentle  dumben 

Durii^  the  exacerbations  of  intennittefit 
fevers,  so  prevalent  in  Peru,  the  state  of  the 
stomach  is  usually  much  disturbed ;  and  in 
such  circumstances,  instead  of  altematiilg 
food  and  drink  without  regard  to  the  eru- 
dition of  the  digestive  functions,  we  have 
taken  pains  to  persuade  the  sick  to  deviate 
from  the  order  estabHshed  by  custom,  and 
allowed  our  patients  the  inexpressible  oxn* 
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fort  of  drinking  ms  often  as  tbifat  urged 
them,  until  there  wins  obtained  a  solution  of 
the  febrile  exacerbation. 

III.  Frepararse  para  tomar  purga. — 
Many  practitioners  of  the  venerable  Bo^rhaa- 
Tian  sdiool  have  died  in  Lima  in  course  of 
the  l^t  few  years,  but  several  of  this  stock 
are  yet  remaining;  and,  in  their  professional 
harangues  at  consultations,  they  are  heard 
to  talk  l^mnedly  of  the  malignant,  adust> 
crude,  and  corrosive,  &c.  state  of  the  hui- 
mours  of  the  human  frame,  without,  as  it 
idwajsB  ai^)e^ed  to  us,  being  able  to  affix 
any  {nedse  and  practical  ideas  to  these  hy- 
pothetical expressions.  And  though  the 
junior  doctors  of  modernized  opinions  are 
generally  found  to  indulge  in  some  theory 
of  the  abstract  sdidists,  yet  they  are  obliged 
to  respect  the  prejudices  of  the  vulgar,  and 
talk  in  a  way  that  is  agreeable  to  those 
vbom  it  is  their  business  to  persuade*    Pa- 
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tients^  bUiided  bj  the  recdfed  nodons  con- 
ceraing  the  sooidied  blood,  and  disphced, 
coiTupt,  or  perturbed  and  jumbled  humours, 
reckon  the  dailj  visit  of  the  phjacaau  in- 
dispeosaUe  under  ordinary  drcnmstances  of 
indisposition.  They  do  not  expect  that,  day 
after  day,  active  drugs  are  required;  bu^ 
according  to  their  own  precognition  of  the 
case,  they  think  it  necessary  far  their  safety 
that  their  medical  adviser  make  his  regular 
visits  and  observations,  carefully  examine 
the  various  excretions,  and  so  be  able  to 
judge  accurately  of  the  character  of  the 
case,  and  prepare  the  patient  by  delay,  diet, 
and  diluents,  &c.  to  take  physic  in  due  time, 
which  is  the  meaning  of  the  vernacular  ex* 
pression,  "  Prepararse  para  tomar  purga." 

IV.  Empacko.  —  This  famous  Limenian 
mischief-maker  is  supposed  to  lurk  concealed 
under  almost  every  form  of  chronic  or  intrac- 
table disease,  and  means,  in  the  most  usual 
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acceptation  of  the  word,  a  preternaturally 
loaded  and  torpid  condition  of  the  bowels : 
but^   on   other  occasions^  the  same  word  is 
used  to  express  the  casual  lodgement,  in  any 
part  of  the  digestive  passages,  of  some  such 
matter  as  the  fresh  rind  of  a  fig,  grape,  or 
date,  keeping  up  local  irritation  and  fever. 
Thus,  at  one  time,  the  term  empacho  signi- 
fies   a   confined   and   inactive   state   of  the 
bowels ;  and,  at  other  times,  indigestion  of 
some  foreign  and  adherent   substance,  fre- 
quently giving  rise  to  quite  a  contrary  con- 
dition of  gastric  disorder :  the  former  is  calU 
ed  simply  empacho ;  the  latter  is  called  em- 
pacho pegado,  —  for  the  removal  of  which,  a 
table-spoonful,  or  two,  of  the  liquid  fat  of  a 
fowl  —  the  enjundia  de  gallina  !  is  a  popular 
remedy. 

In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  where  this 

cause  of  mischief  is  supposed  to  exist,  it  has, 

in  fact,  no  place  or  existence  except  in  the 

mind  that  conceives  the  notion  of  it ;  and,  in 
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itself,  the  fallacy  is  harmless  so  long  as  it  is 
specnlative:  but  the  practice  to  which  it 
leads  is  often  mischievoust  and  it  is  with 
the  latter  that  the  practitioner  has  most 
to  do. 

It  would^  indeed^  be  a  hopeless  task  for 
the  regular  practitioners  in  Peru  to  reason  a 
Limenian  doctress  out  of  her  reveries  on  the 
subject  of  empacho,  which,  when  viewed  by 
her  as  the  exciting  cause  of  disease,  assumes 
a  Protean  character,  and  is  visible  to  her 
imagination  in  mostly  every  case  of  ailment, 
which  she,  true  to  her  favourite  opinion, 
offers  to  cure  in  her  own  way. 

The  evil  effects  of  a  farrago  of  nostrums, 
or  untimely  and  inappropriate  medicaments 
applied  by  the  help  of  the  doctress,  the  edu- 
cated physician  is  often  called,  but  sometimes 
too  late,  to  correct ;  and  the  fatal  abuses  thus 
arising  have,  on  various  occasions,  called 
forth  the  public  and  earnest  remonstrances 
of  the  highest  medical  tribunal  of  the  conn- 
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try, — but  all  to  no  purpose,  the  practice  be« 
ing  rooted  in  vulgar  favour  and  prejudice. 

So  universal,  indeed,  is  the  credit  of  the 
Lime&a  quacks,  or  curanderas,  of  whom  La 
Senora  Dorotea  is  the  chief,  and  so  general 
is  the  use  of  the  instrument  called  jeringa, 
(through  the  medium  of  which  the  principal 
ingredients  of  this  senora's  materia  medica 
9K  confidently  applied,)  that  it  constitutes 
an  essential  and  conspicuous  article  of  do* 
mestic  utility.  And  the  great  consideration 
in  which  this  auxiliary  is  held,  as  a  sine  gud 
^ion  in  the  treatment  of  empacho,  and  almost 
every  disease,  renders  it  a  topic  of  never- 
failing  conversation. 

As  a  familiar  example  of  the  abuse  of  the 
jeringa,  may  be  mentioned  the  vulgar  prac* 
tice  of  resorting  to  it  in  disorders  attendant  on 
dentition.  Sometimes  the  increased  action 
of  the  bowels  is  indiscreetly  stopped  by  as- 
tringents thus  adhibited,  and  a  fatal  determi- 
nation of  blood  to  the  head  ensues ;   but  it 
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more  frequently  hajqpens  that  the  conbrary 
practice  is  pursued,  and  stimulant  remedies 
are  administered^  which  either  increase  die 
existing  disease,  or  transmute  it  into  a  dysen- 
tery.   On  such  occasions  the  skilful  practi- 
tioner may  endeavour  in  vain  to  convince  the 
mother  that  her  child's  gastric  ailment  does 
not  proceed  from  the  presence  of  the  dire  em- 
pacho.     When,  as  often  happens  during  the 
progress  of  teething,  children  are  suffered  to 
eat  all  sorts  of  sweets,  fruit>  and  unwholesome 
diet,  or  permitted  to  partake  of  strong  food 
used  by  adults,  and  ill-suited  to  the  more  de* 
licate  organs  of  the  tender  child,  then,  no 
doubt,  empacho  or  indigestion  may  be  traced, 
in  many  cases,  as  a  co-existing  cause  of  the 
irritation  and  disturbance  in  the  bowels,  to 
which   the   offspring  of  white   parents  are 
more  particularly  subject  in  Lima.     Compli- 
cated cases  of  this  nature  demand  a  prudent 
modification   in   treatment.      Yet  such  in- 
stances are  not  so  frequent  as  others,  inde- 
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pendent  of  indigestion,  and  in  which  a  mode« 

rate  bowel  complaint  is  so  far  from  being  in*» 

Jurioiis  that  it  is  most  salutary,  as  a  natural 

protecrtion  against  affections  of  the  head  dur^ 

ing  the  process  of  teething.   It  is  a  peculiarity 

connected  with  the  religious  belief  and  popu* 

lar  customs  of  the  country,  that  diseases  of 

infiEincy  and  early  childhood  are  too  lightly 

considered  by  the  native  physician.      The 

reason  assigned  for  this  is  the  devout  one, 

that  little  innocents  are  exempted  from  the 

pangs  of  Purgatory,  which  must  be  borne 

by  adults  for  the  puri6cation  of  their  souls ; 

and  that  therefore,  for  the  child,  it  is  hap-r 

piness  to  die. 

We  have  heard  the  physician  offer  this 
consolation  to  a  weeping  mother  in  the  higher 
ranks  of  society.  He  softly  assured  her  that 
her  pretty  babe  would  pass  through  Purga-^ 
tory  to  Paradise  without  as  much  as  scorch- 
ing a  finger  in  the  transit. 
In  the  lower  and  iniddle  ranks  especially. 
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this  rdi^ous  dogma  seems  to  stifle  the  na- 
tural emotions  of  the  heart ;  for,  evidenily 
forgetting  that  even  **  Jeans  wept,"  they  ce- 
lebrate with  music  and  dancing  the  death  of 
the  dearest  object  of  a  fond  parent's  affection, 
who,  as  her  child  is  consigned  to  a  niche  in 
the  Pantheon,  bedecks  her  person,  grown^ 
thin  by  previous  care  and  watching,  and 
now  she  smiles  in  her  robes  of  white,  as  if 
these  were  indeed  no  emblems  of  torn  af* 
fection ! 

V.  Sangria  sobre  el  empacho. — To  bleed 
a  patient  affected  with  empacho  is,  by  the 
common  consent  of  the  vulgar,  declared  to  be 
a  most  unpardonable  blunder;  and  this  is  the 
meaning  of  the  expression,  ''  Sangria  sobre 
el  empacho  P'  when  ejaculated  in  the  apart* 
ments  of  the  sick. 

It  will  be  readily  imagined  that,  in  nume*- 
rous  instances  coming  under  the  vulgar  de« 
nomination  of  empacho,  the  subtraction  of 
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Uood  will  be  a  necessary  measure  before 
purgatives  can  be  properly  or  .safely  cesorted 
to^  with  a  view  to  remove  from  the  bowels 
the  irritating  cause  lodged  there,  and  affect- 
ing the  general  system. 

But    to    avoid    the    unjust    criticism   of 

uncharitable    members    of   the    profession^ 

who    are    always    ready  to  turn  to   their 

private   advantage,   any   popular    prejudice 

which    can    be    caUed   in    to    humble    the 

name   of   fellow-practitioners  more  respect* 

able  than  themselves,  and  also  as  a  mean 

either  to  acquire  or  to  preserve  the  con6* 

dence  of  the  sick,   the  prudent  physician 

will  not  overlook  the  natural  effects  of  any 

known  preposs^sion  regarding  blood-letting. 

He  will  so  far  accommodate  his  practice  to 

the  ideas  of  those  who  are  most  interested 

in  .the  issue  of  bis  treatment,  as  to  order  at 

least  one  enema,  when  the  empacho  is  firmly 

believed  to  exist,  bdbre  he  proceed  to  the 

« 

further    discharge  of  his  professional  duty, 
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and  fiQ61iDent  of  the  indication  of  the  case, 
by  ordering  the  lancet  to  be  api^ied. 

No  time  or  advantage  is  lost  by  such  a 
concession  to  the  preconceived  and  inflexible 
opinion,  that  bleeding  is  particularly  hurt* 
ful  in  those  cases  of  illness  connected  with 
undue  accumulations  in  the  bowels  :  but  one 
very  important  end  is  gained  by  it;  since,  by 
agreeing  with  the  sick  and  their  friends  on 
an  indifferent  point  of  practice,  they  will 
more  willingly  submit  to  the  application  of 
other  remedies  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  patient. 

VI.  Cosas  frias  y  calientes.  —  AH  articles 
of  diet,  and  medicaments,  are  by  the  Peru- 
vians vulgarly  divided  into  cold  and  hot; 
or,  as  the  words  on  which  we  are  about 
to  comment  express  it,  into  *^  cosas  frias  y 
calientes." 

When  the  physician  prescribes  any  par-^ 
ticular  diet  or  physic  to  a  patient  in  Lima, 
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he  must  be  ready  to  answer  many  inqui* 
ries  regarding  the  qualities  of  the  things 
prescribed. 

Besides    professed    sick-tenders»    zamba 

housekeepers    or    head-servants,    some  wo^ 

men  in  tbe  middle  and  humbler  ranks,  such 

as   manteras,  chocolateras,  tenderas,  cigare* 

TBS,  picanteras,  pulperas,  changaneras, — ^that 

is,  female  shopkeepers,  chocolate  and   cigar 

venders^  with  a    subordinate  gradation    of 

publicans,  &c,  —  are  always   ready  to  talk^ 

with    confounding  fluency    and    volubility, 

without  knowledge,  concerning  qualities  and 

temperaments ;  and  they  display  a  natural 

acuteness  of  metaphysical  capacity,  with  a 

•truly    peripatetic  nicety    of  discrimination, 

when,  in  a  moment  of  oratorical  excitement, 

they  assign  to   certain  mixtures  and  drinks 

ideal  measures  and  degrees  of  the  elementary 

qualities.     Women  skilled  in  such  mysteriesi 

and  omniscient  charlatans,  run  over  the  vari-^ 

ous  combinations  of  the   cold  and  hot,  dry 
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and  humid,  and  all  thdr  resoltii^  modifio*- 
tions  of  temperature  and  temperament,  witli 
apparently  unerring  precision,  and  with  a 
graduated  exactness  which  no  chraaist  in 
Europe,  with  every  advantage  of  science  and 
apparatus,  can  pretend  to  equal  in  his  elabo- 
rate investigations  into  the  qualities  and  ele- 
ments of  bodies  either  living  or  inanimate* 

The  particular  temperament  of  the  patient 
his  intimate  friends  are  supposed  to  know 
perfecUy ;  and  the  doctor^s  reply  to  any  ques* 
tion  that  may  be  proposed  to  him  on  this 
subject  will  be  considered,  in  many  instances, 
as  no  bad  test  of  his  penetration  and  profes* 
sional  knowledge  in  other  matters  with  which 
they  do  not  presume  to  be  themselves  so* 
cWell  acquainted. 

In  conformity  with  such  prevailing  impres- 
sions, when  nurses  are  to  be  selected  for  the 
children  of  delicate  mothers,  preference  is 
given  to  the  black  women,  as  their  blood  and 
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wbOSIL  arebdieiced  to  be.  cooler  aod  m(^  re- 
freshing than  the  same  fluids  are  in  women 
<rf  a  different  race.  The  Indian  woman,  on 
the  other  hand»  is  con^dered  inferior  to  the 
negress  as  a  nurse,  because  she  b  believed  to 
be  of  a  comparatiYelx  hot  temperament  and 
cmistitution.  The  effect  of  the  quality  of 
the  nurae's  milk  is  conceived  to  influence 
the  future  temp^am^it  of  the  infant  that 
hangs  on  her  breast ;  and  it  is  sometimes  as- 
9^ed  as  a  reason  why  an  individual  is  of  an 
vdent  temperament,  that  when  a  child  he 
bad  been  weaned>  or  deprived  of  the  breastj 
by  giving  him  winej-— ^e  desteto  con  vino. 

Colour  is  looked  upon  as  an  indication  of 
^  constitutional  temperament  even  in  the  lower 
animals.  Thus,  when  one  in  town  labours 
under  hectic  fever,  or  consumption^  he  is  re- 
commended to  go  to  the  country,  and  drink 
warm  milk  from  a  black  cow,  because  it  is 
idiowed   to  be  more  cooling  and  febrifuge 
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than  the  milk  taken  from  a  cow  of  any  other 
colour. 

In  case  of  a  rheumatic  swelling  of  a  joint» 
— ^the  knee,  for  instance, — or  some  tumefac- 
tion in  any  of  the  glands,  it  is  taken  for 
granted,  that,  whatever  other  remedy  be  ap« 
plied,  the  envelope  for  the  limb  or  part  af« 
fected  must  be  of  a  medicinal  colour,  and 
consist  of  black  wool,  or  something  of  a  daiic 
woollen  texture.  In  short,  so  far  has  this 
general  idea  concerning  the  antiphlogistic 
nature  of  black  been  carried,  that  few  natives 
dispute  its  accuracy:  nor  are  we  prepared 
to  say  that  it  may  not  have  some  founda*- 
tion  in  fact  and  observation  (though  often 
laughed  at  by  strangers  as  a  puerile  pre* 
judice) ;  for  it  is  well  known  to  scientific 
men,  that  the  free  radiation  of  heat  is  much 
influenced  by  the  differences  of  colour  in 
the  radiating  surfaces  of  bodies. 

With  respect  to  food  and  drink,  the  divi-^ 
sion  into  cold  and  hot  is  never  overlooked. 
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A  *'  tragmtoP  or  little  dram  of  Italia,  a 
colourless    brandy   made   on   the  coast,  the 
old    men     consider    as  fresco^  or  cooling, 
when  taken  immediately  after  dinner;  and 
when    they    take    the    "  tragmtor    which 
they  do   not   every   day,    it  will  probably 
facilitate  the  digestion  of  the  greasy  food 
which     they     are     commonly     accustomed 
to   eat,   and   in   this    manner    deserve    the 
name   of  a  fresco.    But,  again,  though  at 
their  entertainments  they  allow  wine  to  be 
a  safe  and  good  drink  after  the  "  helados,'' 
or  ices,  which  they  like  exceedingly,  still 
they  use  wine  sparingly  on  other  occasions^ 
as  they  consider  it  too  heating  for  general 
use.     There  are  fruits  after  which  the  na- 
tives do  not  think  it  safe  to  drink  either 
wine  or  spirits;  of  this   sort  is  the  short 
plantain,  called  '^platano  de  guinea,"  after 
which  a  mouthful  of  spirits  would  be  con- 
sidered quite  poisonous.     Foreigners  do  not 
seem  to  attend  to  this  strict  rule  observed 
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by  the  natives;  nor  is  the  violation  of  it, 
as  far  as  we  know,  attended  with  any  se- 
rious consequence  to  them. 

Various  kinds  of  firuit  and  vegetable 
juices,  which  are  considered  cool  in  their 
qualities,  are  not  rarely  most  heating  in 
their  effects,  according  to  the  condition  of 
the  system  when  taken.  The  melon  is  in 
reputation  for  its  cooling  nature ;  but, 
though  the  impression  made  by  it  on  our 
alimentary  organs  is  at  first  very  refresh- 
ing, the  muleteer  who  journeys  from  the 
Cordillera  to  the  coast,  and  has  but  once 
in  his  lifetime  been  attacked  with  a  gas- 
tric tertian,  in  consequence  of  cooling 
his  parched  fauces  by  eating  of  the  me- 
lon, can  give  a  lively  account  of  the  in- 
ternal heat,  agitation,  and  oppression  expe- 
rienced by  him  on  the  occasion.  There  is 
no  cooling  fruit  safer  than  the  granadilla, 
which  is  most  grateful  and  refreshing  to 
the  feverish  patient,  or  thirsty  traveller  in 
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the  scorched  and  rock-boand  ravines  and  nar- 
row valleys  of  tiie  interim,  where  this  fruit 
is  often  abundant,  as  it  is  also  on  the  coast 
in  its  proper  season. 

Fo^s  are  reckoned  to  be  infinitely  cookr 
in  their  temperament  than  sheep  or  oxen, 
and  th^  flesh  is  also  considered  as  very 
safe  and  cooling  ;  hence  the  almost  universal 
use  of  the  former,  and  prohibition  or  disuse 
of  the  latter,  in  the  dietary  of  a  delicate 
invalid.     This  distinction   will  appear  still 
vio€e  strongly  marked*  when  it  is  observed, 
that  to  prescribe  beef-'tea  in  any  acute  dis- 
ease would  be  deemed  an  act  of  rashness 
and  ignorance;   but  chicken-tea  is  held  to 
be  Hbe   most  cooling  of  diluents,  and  very 
eligible  in  the  most  inflammatory  diseases 
and  in  the  warmest  weather. 

This  chicken-tea,  called  '^  agua  de  polio," 
is  commonly  prepared  in  the  proportions  of 
three  cupsfull  of  water  to  one  half  of  a  little 
unfledged  chicken,  with  the  addition  of  a 
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mallow  leaf  or  two^  and  the  core  of  a  lettuce* 
(cojoUo  de  lechuga,)  by  which  latter  in  par* 
ticular  its  cooling  properties  are  said  to  be 
exalted.  After  the  ingredients  are  boiled 
together  for  a  proper  length  of  time^  the 
clear  decoction  is  poured  off  for  use.  The 
great  efficacy  of  this  drink  is  accredited  by 
the  undisputed  consent  of  doctors  of  all  co- 
lours, and  matrons  as  well  as  nurses  of  all 
sorts  and  temperaments. 

It  is  needless  to  remark  that,  in  general, 
plain  water  or  toast-water,  or  a  ptisan  of  bar* 
ley  decocted  with  some  of  the  subacid  fruits  of 
the  country,  would  answer  very  agreeably  the 
purpose  of  the  agua  de  polio ;  but  when  the 
latter  is  preferred,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  in  warm  weather  it  decomposes  rapidly, 
and  then  acquires  irritating  properties.  As  a 
pui^tive,  in  gastric  disorders,  the  old  phy- 
sicians in  Lima  extol  almond  oil,  which  is 
often  of  inferior  quality  ;  and  they  take  some 
pains  to  arm    the  minds  of  the   credulous 
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against  the  use  of  the  best  castor-<nI  of  Eu- 
ropean preparation^  by  telling  them  that  it 
is  extracted  from  the  seeds  of  the  **  higoeril- 
la,**  or  castor-oil  shrub,  everywhere  indige- 
nous in  the  warm  valleys  of  the  interior ;  and 
these  seeds  are  generally  known  to  be  exoes- 
sively  drastic  when  taken  as  the  peasants  use 
them,  in  the  dose  of  two  or  three  bruised, 
and   then   swallowed    in  substance.      Now 
from  the  seeds  the  native  apothecaries  pre- 
pare an  impure  oil,  which  is  sold  in  the  shops 
under  the  name  of  **  oil  of  higuerilla ;"  and  as 
it  is  only  used  for  burning  in  lamps,  when 
the   vulgar  learn  that  castor-oil  is  but  an- 
other name  for  the  same,  they  naturally  con* 
ader  it  as  essentially  hot^  and  most  heatii^ 
and  improper  for  internal  use.     The  vulgar 
should  be  advised  by  every  ingenuous  and 
intelligent  member   of  the  profession,  that 
the  feult  is  not  in  the  remedy,  but  in  the 
way  of  preparing  it :  and  this  remark  may 
be  extended  to    the    delicate  preparations 
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from  the  mineral  kiogdom^  which  acquire  a 
bad  name  when  badly  prepared,  as  is  neoes- 
sarily  the  case  in  Lima,  where  chemistry  is 
so  little  cultivated  or  practised  as  a  science. 

VII.  Los  acidos  son  tnalos  para  el  pecho. — 
No  class  of  remedies  is  in  more  general  use 
in  Lima  than  vegetable  acids  in  the  bilious 
disorders  of  daily  occurrence ;  but  in  affec- 
tions of  the  chest,  whether  simply  catarrhal, 
or  of  the  more  serious  forms  of  pneumonia 
or  phthisis,  it  is  a  generally  received  and 
settled  opinion  that  acids  of  all  sorts  are 
injurious,  which  they  make  known  by  such 
expressions  as  these :  *^  Los  acidos  son  malos 
para  el  pecho," — acids  are  bad  for  the  breast ; 
"Los  acidos  cierran  el  pecho," — acids  shut 
up  the  breast. 

This  opinion  seems  to  have  partly  origi- 
nated from  a  notion,  once  entertained  by  the 
doctors,  that  acids  coagulate  the  animal 
fluids,  and  so  produce  obstructions  and  dis- 
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ease.  It  is  made  evident  to  our  senses, 
that  milk  secreted  from  the  blood  is  readily 
coagulated  by  acids ;  and  thus  they  seem  to 
conceive  that  something  of  the  same  pro- 
cess  takes  place  in  the  circulating  fluids  of 
the  body  when  adds  are  taken  into  the 
system. 

Not  only  the  vulgar,  but  some  of  the  pro- 
fessional characters,  appear  to  be  impressed 
with  the  notion  that  the  blood  is  thickened 
or  curdled  by  acids,  whether  mineral  or  ve- 
getable ;  and  that  the  delicate  circulation  of 
the  lungs  is  consequently  impeded^  and  the 
respiratory  pores  clogged.  This  opinion  ap- 
pears to  be  expressed  in  the  very  common 
remark,  "  £1  enfermo  tomo  fresco  de  lemon, 
y  con  el  acido  se  le  ha  tupido  el  pecho," 
which  means  that  the  patient  drank  cold 
lemonade,  and  with  the  acid  the  breast  was 

stopped  up. 
We  are  well  persuaded  that   there   are 

instances^  especially  among  delicate  females, 

£  2 
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where  the  respiratory  organs  are  so  suscep- 
tible of  impressions,  that  the  immediate  re- 
frigerating effects  of  cool  acidulated  drinks 
en  the  stomach  of  such  persons  extend 
rapidly,  by  sympathy,  from  the  stomach  to 
the  surface  of  the  body  and  lungs;  and 
there  produce  a  certain  degree  of  constric-. 
tion  on  the  exhaling  vessels,  which  disturbs 
their  healthy  action. 

It  is  only  in  this  manner  we  can  ac- 
count for  the  fact,  as  frequently  stated  to 
us  by  patients,  that,  as  certainly  as  they 
did  take  anything  cool  and  acidulated,  they 
were  speedily  affected  with  a  tightness  about 
the  chest,  and  felt  as  if  they  had  actually 
caught  cold.  On  such  occasions  their  usual 
observation  was,  ^*  El  acido  me  ha  cerrado  el 
pecho,'* — ^the  acid  has  locked  or  closely  shut 
the  breast. 

A  complicated  ailment  which  is  vulgarly 
conceived  to  be  seated  in  the  chest,  is  often 
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met  with  in  Lima  during  the  sultry  months 
of  January,  February,  and  March.  It  is 
attended  with  a '  short  and  dry  cough,  a 
foul  tongue,  and  evening  fever,  or  restless- 
ness, that  chases  away  sleep.  The  patient 
becomes  low-spirited  and  anxious ;  and  dreads 
an  approaching  attack  of  consumption,  or 
spitting  of  blood. 

In  such  disorders,  the  gastric  and  hepa- 
tic functions  may  be  suspected  of  some  irre- 
gularity ;  and,  when  in  any  case  this  is  ex- 
plained to  the  patient,  the  disease  may  be 
treated  as  one  seated  in  the  organs  of  diges- 
tion, anA  frescos  or  cooling  acidulated  drinks 
often  do  wonders.  Not  only  diluted  in  cold 
water,  but  with  the  addition  of  ice,  the  va- 
rious vegetable  acids  of  the  season  are  given 
with  the  best  results.  They  break  up  the 
whole  chain  of  morbid  symptoms ;  and  the 
patient,  thus  encouraged  and  refreshed, 
completes  convalescence  by  cold  sea-bathing. 
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and  a  few  weeks^  residence  at  the  neat  vil- 
lage of  Mira*flores,  a  few  miles  from  the 
capital. 

Throughout  the  entire  year,  but  more 
particularly  during  the  warmer  months, 
great  use,  and  no  small  abuse,  is  made  of 
all  sorts  of  frescos^  ot  cooling  and  acidulated 
drinks,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  ice, 
and  other  ingredients  of  a  very  opposite 
nature,  as  pimento  and  spices,  which  latter 
render  the  same  drink  heating  to  the  sto- 
mach, that,  by  ice,  is  rendered  cool  on  the 
lip. 

There  are  no  beverages  which  the  vulgar 
misapply  more  than  their  frescos.  The  most 
approved  of  these,  as  tamarinds  and  whey, 
or  the  juice  of  the  apple  and  quince,  &c. 
diffused  in  water  and  sweetened  with  sugar, 
are  sometimes  so  long  continued  with  a  view 
of  cooling  and  purifying  the  blood,  that  they 
finally  relax  and  weaken   the  stomach ;  of 
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which  there  are  heard  many  complaints. 
Again^  iced  water,  or  iced  acidulated /re^co^, 
are  frequently  misapplied  in  the  common 
acute  diseases  of  the  country  when  the  pa- 
tients are  in  a  free  sweat ;  for,  by  suddenly 
checking  a  salutary  perspiration,  very  bad 
consequences  may  follow:  but  this,  though 
a  well-known  fact,  is  too  often  overlooked. 

VIII.  Acido  sobre  la  leche  es  tnalo. — It  is 
particularly  worthy  of  notice  that,  shortly  be- 
fore or  after  milk  happens  to  be  taken  pure  as 
a  drink,  or  mixed  up  in  some  culinary  form 
as  an  article  of  diet,  it  is  believed  that  no 
acid  can  be  safely  received  into  the  stomach ; 
it  being  thought  necessary  that  the  interval 
between  these  incompatible  ingredients  should 
be  seven  hours  at  least. 

In  illustration  of  the  fact  here  stated,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  we  were  once  called 
to  see  a  lady  in  Lima  who  had  been  ailing 
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for  about  a  twelvemonth ;  and,  on  inquiring 
why  she  had  delayed  her  cure  so  long,  her 
reply  was,— 

"  A  year  ago,  on  my  arrival  firom  Valpa- 
raiso, I  called  in  Dr. ,  a  French  phy- 
sician, who  ordered  me  to  confine  myself  to  a 
rice  and  milk  diet  alternated  with  lemonade. 
I  felt  so  greatly  shocked  at  this  gentleman's 
extraordinary  error  in  prescribing  such  treat- 
ment, which  every  one  knows  to  be  most 
hurtful,  not  only  to  the  infirm,  but  to  the 
sound  and  healthy,  that  I  resolved  at  the 
time  to  leave  my  complaints  to  nature,  rather 
than  expose  my  life  to  the  greater  indiscre- 
tion of  some  other  doctor  of  less  fame." 

In  this  instance  the  error,  for  which  the 
French  physician  was  blamed,  consisted  in 
his  having  overlooked  the  popular  rule  uni- 
versal in  Peru,  and  probably  not  unknown 
in  Chilej  that  **  acido  sobre  la  leche  es  malo,'' 
viz.  that  acid  after  milk  is  hurtful. 

According  to  this  rule  in  Peruvian  diete- 
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tics,  it  would  be  considered  little  short  of 
poisonous  to  use  milk  or  cream  with  any  sort 
of  fruit,  jam,  or  preserve  containing  the 
least  quantity  of  acid.  And  here  it  may  be 
noticed,  that  in  their  own  preserves,  they 
completely  destroy  the  rich  and  distinguish- 
ing flavour  of  the  fruit  by  an  excess  of  sugar, 
just  as  they  annihilate,  in  very  bad  taste,  the 
peculiar  and  natural  fragrance  of  their  finest 
flowers  by  sprinkling  upon  them  foreign  and 
artificial  perfumes. 

IX.  Los  olores  son  malos  para  las  recien 
paridas,  —  It  is  one  of  the  social  customs  of 
Peru,  sometimes  attended  with*  great  incon- 
venience, that  friends  and  visitors,  moved  by 
feelings  of  kindness,  crowd  into  the  rooms 
of  the  sick,  when  not  perhaps  in  a  fit  state  to 
enjoy  company  or  conversation. 

During  their  confinement  ladies  are  not 
sufficiently  exempted  from  this  friendly  in- 
trusion, or  neighbourly  attention.     The  only 
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restraiiit  imposed  upon  those  who  visit  a 
lady  on  siich  an  occasion  is,  that  thej  do  not 

» 

enter  hier  apartment  with  flowers  or  per- 
futnes ;  nor  are  th^  attendants  permitted  ta 
inti'oduce  censers  with  the  fumfes  of  bum--> 
ing  incensiEf,  as  is  customary  at  other  times. 
Thus,  it  is  acknowledged  that  **  Los  cloves 
soti  malos  para  las  racien  paridas/'  viz.  that 
perfumes  are  injurious  to  women  during 
their  confinement ;  and  they  certainly  are  so^ 
for  they  are  frequently  observed  to  give  rise 
to  fainting,  convulsions,  or  other  bad  conse- 
quences. These  precautions  all  who  visit  or 
wait  upon  the  sick  are  strict  in  observing; 
and  so  mucbt  the  taibre,  as  it  is  customary 
for  females  in  every  rank  to  use  perfumes 
on  their  dress,  and  to  decorate  their  heads 
with  flowers  for  evening  visits:  a  practice 
in  which  the  woolly-chaired  negress  and  mu-* 
latta  greatly  excel,  as  they  love  to.  adorn 
their  stunted  curls  with  flowers  of  aroma 
and  jessamine. 
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Parturient  women  are  very  subject  to  a 
sensation     of   languor    and    exhaustion    at 
stomachy  attended   with  a  feeling  of  faint- 
ness,  which  they  call  **fatiga.^*     On  ordi- 
nary occasions,  when  this  feeling  or  sensation 
is  experienced  by  females  not  similarly  situ- 
ated, it  is  usual  to  resort  to  cordials  and  odo- 
riferous draughts  containing  lavender^  harts- 
horn, &c.  and  also  to  stimulating  embrocations 
applied  over  the  seat  of  the  stomach,  which 
usually  consist  of  a  camphorated   mixture, 
or  perhaps  Cologne  water,  and  other  such 
remedies  applied  in  common  cases  of  weak* 
ness  and  faintness  referred  to  the  stomach ; 
but,   under   the  circumstances  to  which  our 
role  refers,  all  applications  of  this  sort  are 
inadmissible. 

When  there  is  a  feeling  of  sickness  and 
faintness,  with  a  disconsolate  ^nsation  (call- 
ed **  un  desconsuelo'')  at  the  epigastrium  or 
scrobiculus  cordis,  they  are  allowed  on  all 
occasions  to  apply  to  the  stomach,  as  a  popu- 
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lar  remedy  with  the  matrons,  a  bit  of  warm 
toast,  or  the  breast  of  a  fowl  sprinkled  over 
with  powdered  cinnamon  and  moistened  with 
wine,  or,  as  it  is  vernacularly  expressed, 
''  la  pechuga  de  gallina  con  vino  y  canela ;" 
and  they  agree  that  this  application^  which 
possesses  a  great  deal  of  their  confidence, 
commonly  produces  the  best  effects. 

X.  Tomar  aquafria  en  cima  de  cokra. — 
To  drink  cold  water  immediately  after  a  fit  of 
anger,  which  is  the  meaning  of  the  words  in 
our  text,  is  a  frequent  cause  of  ailment,  and 
one  which  the  practitioner  every  day  hears 
of  as  the  origin  of  the  worst  cases  of  visceral 
obstructions   or  hepatic  disease.      Unfortu- 
nately, the  occasions  of  such  attacks  are  of 
ordinary  occurrence ;  for  the  temper  of  those 
who  suffer  from  them  is  rarely  under  proper 
control,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  existing  state  of  society,  provocations  to 
anger  are  common  in  every  situation. 
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We  were  once  consulted  by  a  curate  of  an 
irritable  disposition^  and  an  epicure  in  his 
taste^  on  account  of  an  induration  and  very 
prominent  enlargement  of  the  liver,  which 
some  time  after  ended  in  a  fatal  abscess. 
This  gentleman  assigned,  as  the  exciting 
cause  of  his  malady,  his  having  drunk  cold 
water  when  angry,  or  on  occasion  of  a  quar- 
rel he  had  with  his  cook,  a  Zamba  girl,  who 
we  may  suppose  must  have  spoiled  some 
favourite  sauce. 

This  was  the  first  time  we  were  consulted 
on  an  ailment  said  to  arise  from  drinking  cold 
water  when  angry.  But  afterwards,  as  we 
had  engaged  in  more  general  practice,  we 
were  called  upon  to  listen  to  very  many 
statements  of  the  same  sort ;  and,  on  such 
multiplied  and  independent  evidence,  we  are 
compelled  to  believe  that  this  is  indeed 
one  of  the  usual  causes  of  hepatic  derange- 
ment very  prevalent  in  Peru. 

During  these  fits  of  anger  the  brain  ap- 
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pears  to  be  greatly  excited,  and  the  flow 
of  blood    to    it    increased ;    and  the  liver, 
which  readily   sympathises  with  the  brain 
in   our    mental    states    of  angry    emotion, 
seems  to  be  at  the  same  time  gorged  with 
blood.    Under  these  circumstances,  we  think 
a  draught  of  cold  water  operates  injuriously, 
by  creating  a  sudden  chill  within,  and  in- 
ducing,  through   the  channel  of  sympathy 
between  the  stomach  and  Uver,  contraction 
of  the   biliary  excretories,    which  lays   the 
foundation   of  more    permanent    congestion 
and  consequent  inflammation,  by  preventing 
the  natural  relief  which  should  arise  from 
a  free  flow  of  bile.     That  the  ready  flow 
or  free  outlet  of  bile  is  the  natural  and 
proper  medium  of  relief  in'  such  cases,  every 
one  has  an  opportunity  to  judge;    for  fits 
of  anger  are   so  common    in    Lima,    that 
a   day  never    passes  without  witnessing  or 
hearing  of  their  ill  consequences ;    and  the 
most  familiar    and  immediate    effect    is  a 
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bilious  disorder  of  the  bowels,  or  indigestion 
and  subsequent  vomiting, — just  as  the  sto- 
mach happens  to  be  occupied,  or  otherwise, 
during  the  period  of  mental  perturbation. 

We  may  remark,  that  ice  and  iced  water 
are  only  considered  safe  (even  by  the  vulgar, 
who  use  them  daily  with  a  view  to  restrain 
the  excessive  flow  of  bile  consequent  on  an 
angry  or  choleric  fit,)  when  they  are  given 
after  the  violence  of  the  commotion  is  over, 
and  after  the  stomach,  if  it  happen  to  be 
loaded,  has,  by  drinking  warm  water  or  other- 
wise, been  freed  of  its  contents ;  but  in 
hot  weather,  when  the  skin  is  more  relaxed, 
and  the  bilious  secretion  more  jdentiful  and 
redundant  than  common,  ices  are  much 
used,  and  iced  water  forms  the  usual  drink 
at  the  hour  of  meals. 

We  meet  with  persons  who  never  expe- 
rience the  smallest  annoyance  or  approach  to 
anger^  without  being  affected  by  some  cor- 
responding movement  in  the  bowels ;    and 
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others  are  never  known  to  get  warm  in 
earnest  discussion  without  feding  some  de*- 
rangement  at  the  stomach,  or  showing  on 
the  following  day  a  white  or  fiirred  tongue. 
In  truth,  the  delicacy  of  the  digestive  or- 
gansy  or  that  mobility  by  which  their  ftinc- 
tions  are  so  easily  affected  by  mental 
emotions,  is  quite  extraordinary;  and,  as 
the  daily  repair  and  due  sustenance  of  the 
whole  frame  depends  on  the  regular  and 
healthy  discharge  of  the  digestive  functions, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  among  a 
people  by  no  means  intellectual  in  their 
habits,  the  sword  should  often  be  observed 
to  wear  out  its  scabbard, — in  other  words, 
that  the  frequent  agitations  of  passion  should 
induce  serious  diseases,  and  easily  wear  out 
the  frame  in  a  country  where  the  sympathy 
between  the  mind  and  chylopoetic  organs  is 
so  very  marked  and  influential.  Hence  the 
anxiety  which  experienced  natives  feel  at  the 
hour  of  awakening  repentance,  or  the  return 
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of  sober  reflection,  after  a  culpable  indul- 
gence of  anger;  and  hence,  too,  the  rigid 
abstinence  or  tenuous  diet  attended  to  after 
one  has  been  fretful  or  out  of  temper,  till 
the  pulse  is  again  observed  to  be  natural, 
and  the  organs  of  digestion  suflSciently  com- 
posed :  and  to  show  how  far  these  painful 
states  of  mind  may  affect  the  secretion  of 
milk,   we    have  only  to  recollect  that  the 
Limena   ivill   hear   her    babe   cry  a   whole 
day,  rather   than   harm   it    by   giving  the 
breast  till  her    own    agitation,    which   she 
knows   vitiates   her   milk,   is  quieted  after 
one  of  those  choleric  movements  which  it 

* 

has  been  either  her  fault  or  misfortune  to 
suffer. 

XI.  Si  se  puede  lavarse  con  uqua  fria. — 
In  almost  every  case  of  lingering  illness  in 
either  sex,  it  is  vexatious  to  witness  the 
reluctance  to  ablution  that  prevails  in  the 
capital ;  and  this  prejudice,  with  the  dread 


90  CHORRILLOS. 

of  shaving  connected  with  it,  is  particularly 
cherished  among  those  who  have  been  deli- 
cately nurtured ;  the  male  part  of  whom 
are  often  heard  to  ask  **  si  se  puede  lavarse 
con  aqua  fria  o  afeytarse?" — if  it  be  safe  to 
wash  with  cold  water  or  to  shave. 

The  Limenians  are  fond  of  seasonal  bath- 
ing and  the  pleasures  of  a  watering-place, 
which  they  know  how  to  enjoy  for  three 
months  in  the  year. 

Chorrillos,  three  leagues  to  the  south  of 
Lima,  is  the  favourite  watering-place,  much 
frequented  during  the  sultry  summer  months 
by  gambling  parties,  and  persons  of  rank  and 
fashion  from  town.  It  is  only  a  small  vil- 
lage of  fishermen,  and  constructed  of  cane 
and  mud.  The  Indian  owners  of  the  shades, 
and  neatly  constructed  houses  or  ranches^  let 
them  to  the  bathers  at  a  high,  rate  during 
the  bathing  season ;  and  some  persons  either 
take  these  for  a  term  of  years,  or  construct 
other  light  summer  houses  for  themselves. 
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which  they  fit  up  very  tastefully,  and  pass 
the  summer  months  in  them  in  the  midst 
of  gaiety  and  mirth.  Choriillos  is  sheltered 
from  the  south-western  blast  by  an  elevated 
promontory,  called  the  Moro-Solar,  which 
rises  like  a  gigantic  guaca  overlooking  the 
numerous  monuments,  or  pagan  temples, 
of  this  name,  which  are  scattered  over  the 
naturally  rich,  but  now  in  a  great  measure 
waste  and  desolate  plain,  that  extends  from 
Lima  to  Chorrillos. 

Daring  the  raw,  damp^  and  foggy  months 
of  July  and  August  in  Lima,  Chorrillos  en- 
joys a  clear  sky  and  a  genial  air.  The 
south-westers  laden  with  heavy  clouds  spend 
their  strength  on  the  friendly  Moro-Solar, 
(on  which  burst  the  only  thunder-storm 
witnessed  by  the  Limenians  in  the  memory 
of  any  one  now  living,)  and  divide  into  two 
currents :  the  one  pursues  the  direction  of 
the  village  of  Mira-flores,  and  the  other  the 
hacienda    of  San  Juan,  leaving    Chorrillos 
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dear  and  serene  betvireen.  Thus  protected, 
the  village  of  Chorrillos  feels  not  the  chillj 
mists  of  winter ;  and  it  is  the  great  hospital 
of  convalescence  for  agueish,  asthmatic,  dy- 
senteric, rheumatic,  and  various  other  sorts 
of  invalids  from  the  capital  during  the 
misty  season,  when  the  clinking  of  dollars 
and  noise  of  the  die  no  longer  disturb  the 
repose  of  the  sicklj. 

The  salutary  practice  of  bathing  in  the  sea 
was  in  former  times  confined  chiefly  to  those 
affected  with  cutaneous  diseases ;  but  within 
the  last  forty  or  fifty  years,  as  we  are  told, 
sea-bathing  has  been  preferred  to  river-bath- 
ing, or  to  the  cold  baths  by  the  old  Alame- 
da, and  fountain  of  Piedra-lisa.  The  women 
are  usually  cleanly  in  their  persons  ;  but, 
however  congenial  cleanliness  may  be  to 
their  sex,  they,  like  the  sick  and  bearded 
men,  seem  to  be  greatly  afraid  of  ablution 
in  hectic  fever,  and  some  thoracic  diseases 
with  which  they  are  often  visited. 
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Of  the  Indian  in  the  interior  we  need  not 
speak  in  the  same  breath  with  his  brother  in 
the  capital,   or  with    the  maritime  Indian, 
whose    ordinary   occupation  in    fishing,    or 
more  delicate  engagement  of  safely  conduct- 
ing the  ladies  over  the  surf  during  the  bath- 
ing season,    especially  at  Chorrillos,   neces- 
sarily leads  to  cleanliness.     But  the  indige* 
nous   mountaineers    never    perhaps    in   the 
whole  course  of  life  wash  their   bodies  tho- 

» 

roughly  ;  and  their  skin  (at  least  in  the  warm 
valleys)  is  habitually  covered  with  a  thick 
coating  of  perspirable  matter  and  extraneous 
dirt,  which  it  is  not  easy  to  wipe  off. 

In  very  many  cases  of  acute  disease,  the 
warm  bath  is,  with  the  natives  of  the  coast, 
a  favourite  and  most  valuable  remedy,  rarely 
neglected ;  but  its  application  is  usually  for- 
bidden in  affections  of  the  chest. 

It  will  be  readily  imagined  that  the  frames 
of  those  who  fly  from  impressions  of  cool  air 
and  hazy  weather,  which^  with  all  their  care 


94  DELICATE   CONSTITUTIONS. 

to  shuD»  they  caoDOt  entirelj  escape,  easQj 
become  so  sensitive  as  to  render  them  more 
susceptible  in  proportion  to  their  self-in- 
dulgence, and  more  liable  to  catarrhal  affec- 
tions, than  those  who,  by  free  exposure  a£ 
their  persons,  train  their  constitutions  to 
greater  hardihoods 

As  evidence  of  the  evil  results  arising 
from  the  vain  endeavour  to  avoid  the  im- 
pression of  the  common  physical  causes  to 
which,  through  life,  every  one  must  be  oc- 
casionally exposed,  we  would  particularly 
notice  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  the  delicately 
reared  Limenian.  When  somewhat  weak- 
ened by  bad  health,  or  a  slight  indisposition 
which  confines  him  to  his  apartments  for  a 
few  days,' should  he  happen  to  shave  and 
wash .  the  face  with  cold  water,  he  is  there- 
by put  in  danger  of  being  visited  by  a  spas- 
modic affection  of  one  side  of  the  mouth,  or 
affected,   as  is  more  likely  to   take  place. 
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with  a  cold  in  the  head ;  so  that  the  in- 
flammation thus  induced  in  the  nostrils  and 
fauces  may  soon  be  observed  to  extend  itself 
along  the  continuous  mucous  membrane5  and 
through  the  windpipe  into  the  cavity  of  the 
chest ;  and  there  it  is  hard  to  foretel  what 
ravages  it  may  commit. 

We  need  not    therefore  be  surprised   to 
hear  the  often  reiterated  query  of  the  con- 
valescent in  the  words»  ''No  me  hara  dano 
lavar  y  afey tarme  ?" — will  it  not  do  me  harm 
to  shave  and  wash  ?  Nor  should  we  indulge  in 
a  smile  at  his  expense,  as  we  see  him  gradu- 
ally venture  on  the  first  d^ees  of  ablution, 
by  rubbing  over  the  hands  and  face  with  a 
cloth  dipped  in  tepid  water  sharpened  with 
aguardiente,  or  the  common  spirits  of  the 
country, 

XII. — Morir  en  regla.     This  expression, 
which  means  to  die  according  to  rule,  is  one 
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which  all  good  Catholics  are  most  solicitous 
to  realize  for  themselves  and  friends;  and 
the  custom  it  refers  to  is  deemed  of  the  ut- 
most importance  in  a  religious  and  profes- 
sional point  of  view. 

When  a  physician  visits  a  patient^  and 
finds  him  in  a  doubtful  or  critical  state,  he 
must  never  omit  to  warn  the  patient  or  his 
friends  of  his  real  situation,  with  a  view  to 
enable  them  to  call  a  medical  consultation, 
and  allow  time  for  testamentary  preparations 
and  spiritual  confession.  The  neglect  of  this 
precautionary  measure  would,  in  the  event  of 
the  disease  terminating  fatally,  bring  great 
blame  on  the  physician ;  but,  after  he  has 
notified  what  he  considers  to  be  the  pa- 
tient*s  real  condition,  then,  whether  the 
parties  interested  in  such  communication 
choose  to  act  upon  his  advice  or  not,  he  has 
acquitted  himself  properly ;  and  when  the 
patient,  previously  confessed  and  sacrament- 
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ed,  dies  with  the  benefit  of  a  consultation, 
or  duly  assisted  by  a  medical  junta^  he  is 
said  to  die  according  to  rule^  that  is,  morir 
en  regla. 

The    great   medical  juntas   in  Lima,  by 
which    we  understand   consultations   where 
more  than  four  or  five  doctors  are  met  to- 
gether^  are  remarkable  occasions  of  oratorical 
display.     The  warmest  discussion  frequently 
turns  on  the  dose,  composition,  or  medicinal 
operation  of  some  common    drug;   and   all 
the   learning,  method^  and  criticism,  some- 
times discovered  at  these  solemn  debates,  ter- 
minate not  unfrequently  in  the  most  simple 
practice^  by  which  the  nurse  is  enjoined  to 
have  recourse  to  the  jeringa,  and  the^a- 
tient  told  he  must  drink  *'  agua  de  polio,'* 
or  chicken -tea,  until  the  return  of  the  junta. 
In    former    times   such   consultations   were 
called  oftener  than  necessary,  because  a  great 
junta  became  a  sort  of  ostentatious  exhibi- 

VOL.  I.  p 
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tioii,  in  which  all  who  could  afford  to  cite 
a  group  of  doctors  desired  to  imitate  the 
great  and  the  wealthy. 

A  sample,  on  a  little  scale,  of  such  fashion- 
able follies,  is  familiar  to  the  Limenian  in  the 
well-known  local  story  of  the  two  doctors^ 
whO|  for  a  month  or  more,  daily  met  in  con- 
sultation at  the  house  of  a  family  in  town, 
where,  as  they  retired  to  the  supposed  privacy 
of  a  consulting-room,  the  one  would  clear  his 
throat,  and  ask  the  other,  *'  Come  el  enfermo 
hoy  p  _.  May  the  patient  eat  to-day  ?  —  to 
which  the  second  doctor  would  reply,  *'  Como 
no  f  si,  comera.**  —  Why  not  ?   yes,  he  shall 
eat.    Thus,  day  after  day,  began  and  ended 
the  consultation,  as  far  at  least  as  its  topics 
of  discussion  concerned  the  patient;   while 
the  good  old  doctors  spun  out  a  regular  al- 
lowance of  time  before  they  rejoined  the  pa- 
tient, or  his  attendants,  serenely  to  announce 
the  well-matured  result  of  their  conference. 
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A  mail  of  n(nds,  accustomed  to  listen  behind 
the  scenes,  at  length  broke  in  upon  their 
consultation  ;  and  dismissed  them  one  day 
bj  paying  to  each  his  usual  fee^  and  telling 
them  both  how  happy  he  was  to  find 
that  he  now  knew  as  much  as  themselves^ 
for  that  he  could  repeat  as  well  as  any* 
body,  "  Come  el  enfermo  hoy  ?  —  Como 
no?  si,  ccmiera." 

A  medical  junta  in  Lima  is  commonly 
continued  morning  and  evening,  and  from 
day  to  day,  till  the  patient  is  pronounced 
to  be  out  of  danger.  As  the  junta  breaks 
up  after  each  separate  meeting,  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  the  president  of  the  meeting,  or 
one  of  the  physicians,  to  say,  as  he  leaves  his 
seat,  *'  Vamos  a  consolar  al  enfermo,"— Let 
^  go  to  console  the  patient;  and  then  all 
the  doctors  present  re-enter  the  patient's 
apartment  to  soothe  and  to  console  him ;  and 
^er  this  one  of  the  number  steps  forward 

f2 
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to  lay  down  the  regimen — *'a  dar  el  r^- 
men"  —  agreed  upon  in  consultation^  and 
which  one  or  more  nurses  and  attendants 
are  now  ready  to  receive  from  the  mouth 
of  the  physician.  After  the  formality  of  a 
junta  is  thought  no  longer  necessary^  it 
often  happens  that^  by  wish  of  the  patient 
or  his  relatives,  two  or  more  of  the  medical 
advisers  return  at  separate  hours^  but  by 
mutual  agreement,  for  several  days,  by  way 
of  further  security  to  the  sick,  or  as  a  source 
of  satisfaction  to  his  family. 

After  all  the  care  possible  bestowed  on 
the  part  of  doctors,  it  often  happens  that* 
when  the  patient  recovers,  San  Antonio, 
or  any  other  saint  after  whom  the  indivi* 
dual  is  named,  has  all  the  credit  of  the 
cure ;  but,  when  the  case  is  unprosperouSf 
then  all  the  evil  is  ascribed  to  human 
agency. 

In  Lima,  as  elsewhere,  it  will  readily 
enough  be   admitted  in  general  terms  that 


tJNFAIR  ACCUSATION*  101 

all  must  die ;  but  regarding  this  proposition^ 
when  death  strikes  any  one  in  particular, 
difficulties  at  once  suggest  themselves ;  for 
the  surviving  friends  are  ever  ready  to  assign 
many  reasons  why  they  are  quite  sure  the 
deceased  might  have  escaped^  had  it  not 
been  for  this  or  that  physician  that  misun- 
derstood his  malady.  Hence  it  may  be  said 
that  it  is  only  in  well-regulated  juntas, 
and  in  public  hospitals,  that  the  people  of 
Lima  are  supposed  to  glide  to  their  latter 
end  by  fair  and  natural  means.  Upon  this 
subject  we  heard  it  remarked  by  a  sagacious 
native,  '' Should  a  gambler  lose  at  a  cock- 
fight, he  does  not  attribute  the  loss  to  any 
fault  in  the  cock,  but  to  some  trick  done  to 
him  ;  if  a  horse  lose  in  a  race,  his  owner 
never  acknowledges  the  cause  of  the  failure 
to  be  in  the  animal,  but  assigns  it  to  some 
accident  thrown  in  his  way  :  and  surely, 
when  we  know  that  on  such  comparatively 
trivial  occasions  men  thus  talk  and  think. 
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it  u  but  natural  for  them,  in  an  aflior  of 
such  momeot  and  interest  as  life  itself  never 
to  believe  that  a  friend  or  idalive  loses  his 
existence  from  anj  &ult  of  his  own,  or  any 
defect  in  his  organization,  but  nther  that 
his  demise  should  be  diaiged,  as  we  see 
it  is,  though  often  unjustlj,  on  the  blind 
and  stumbling  ignorance,  or  unpardonaMe 
carelessness  and  indifference  of  the  physi- 


cians.'' 


One  common  consequence  of  this  mode  of 
thinking  is,  that,  by  a  single  fatal  case  in 
practice,  all  the  former  success  of  the  practi- 
tioner is  overlooked,  at  least  for  a  time; 
from  which  it  follows  that  various  medical 
advisers  are  sure  to  replace  one  another 
often  in  those  families  where  death  is  a  fre- 
quent visitor. 

We  seldom  meet  in  families  that  shyness 
or  reserve  in  divulging  bodily  ailments  which 
can  render  them  reluctant  to  change  their 
family  physician ;  and  no  physician,  though 
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specialty   entrusted   with   a  patient,  can  be 
sure  that  others  of  the  profession  do  not^  at 
secret  interviews,  tamper  with  his  peculiar 
treatment.     This  baneful  custom   leads    to 
professional  jealousies  and   mutual   distrust. 
We   believe    many  families  countenance  it 
from  motives  of  consideration  for  the  doctor 
ostensibly  in  trust,  whose  self-love  they  pro- 
pose   to   spare  by  this  clandestine  practice, 
when    they  think   a  more  open  manner  of 
proceeding  would  be  repulsive  to  his  feelings. 
There    is,    however,    another   very   obvious 
reason  which  lends  its  influence  to  this  fur- 
tive system  of  visiting  the  sick ;  and  it  is,  that 
by  this  means  the  opinion  of  several  advisers 
may  be  had  at  comparatively  little  expense. 
Should    only   tWo  individuals   be  called  to 
meet  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient  at  an  ap- 
pointed hour  to  consult  on  his  case,  the  meet- 
ing is  a  bond  Jide  junta,  and  each  member 
of  it  is  entitled  to  his  four  or  four  and  a 
half  dollars ;   whereas  the  single  visits  are 
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only  valued  at  one  ddlar  each,  and  sndi 
detached  visits  are  in  manj  instances  not 
paid  by  the  sick,  but  bj  the  friends  at 
whose  request  the  professional  calls  are 
made.  Here  then  is  great  economy;  eight 
opinions  (and  if  the  patient  be  poor,  so  that 
he  is  only  expected  to  pay  a  half  dollar  fee 
for  a  detached  visit,  sixteen  opinions)  may  be 
procured  for  the  standard  price  of  two  when 
given  in  consultation;  and  custom,  as  well 
as  reason  and  prudence,  require  that  several 
opinions  should  be  taken  in  cases  of  hazard 
and  difficulty. 

Owing  in  a  considerable  degree  to  the 
comparative  poverty  of  the  present  times, 
medical  juntas  are  by  no  means  so  frequent 
as  they  used  to  be  ;  but  yet  it  is  a  common 
saying  on  serious  occasions,  where  the  assist- 
ance of  more  than  one  medical  adviser  is 
thought  necessary,  that  more  is  seen  by  four 
eyes  than  by  two. — **  Mas  se  ve  con  cuatro  ojos 
que  con  dos"    By  multiplying  skill  according 
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to  this  rule,  a  score  of  eyes  may  be  assembled 
in  one  junta  to  search  into  the  patient's  ob- 
scure malady,  so  as  to  point  out  the  cause 
and  the  remedy ;  or,  if  there  should  be  no 
other  alternative,  let  him  die  according  to 

* 

rule. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Condition  of  Slave  population,  and  its  inflnence  on  the 
family  economy  and  moral  sentiments  of  the  European 
race* 

Such  is  the  influence  which  slave  domes- 
tics exercise  over  the  feelings  and  comfort  of 
private  families,  and,  we  would  even  add, 
over  the  moral  and  physical  features  of  the 
community,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
give  a  correct  picture  of  the  state  of  society 
in  Lima  without  first  cursorily  viewing  the 
condition  of  the  slave  population  in  Peru. 

In  article  152  of  the  Political  Constitution 
of  the  Republic  of  Peru,  it  is  declared  that 
no  one  is  born  a  slave  in  the  republic,  neither 
does  any  one  enter  from  other  countries  who 
is  not  left  free  when  he  treads  on  Peruvian 
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soil.     Should  any  Peruvian  be  found  guilty 
of  importing  slaves  i^to  the  republic  for  the 
purposes  of  traffic,  the  constitution  declares 
that  he  shall  be  deprived  of  his  rights  of 
citizenship.      But    the    internal    traffic    of 
slaves  still  continues,  though  it  is  confined 
to  buying  and  selling  such  slaves  as  existed 
in  the  country  before  the  war  of  independence 
began  ^    or   to   such   of    their    offspring    as 
were    born    before    the    year   1820,    when 
Peru  was  no  longer  the  acknowledged  patri- 
mony of  Spaniards.     With   respect  to  the 
mere  exterior  appearance  of  negroes  bom  in 
Peru  of  African  parents,  it  is  observed  that 
they  are  influenced  by  the  bleaching  effects 
which  the  climate  of  the  Peruvian  coast  is 
known  to  produce  on  the  ruddy  sons  of  our 
northern  climes  who  reside  for  any  length  of 
time  in  Lima.     The  native  negro  therefore 
is  lighter  in  colour,  and  possessed  of  finer, 
more    expressive,   and   much    more  regular 
features   than  the  jet-black  and    lacerated 
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^  BozbUT  or  Afiican-bom  blacks,  on  wboae 
countenance  and  Iireast  are  oommoiilj  seen 
deep  and  hideous  scars  that  bespeak  at  onoe 
their  more  barbarous  origin. and  their  fiireigD 

importation. 

The  orderly  discipline  of  the  ^Galpon,^ 
or  slave-barracks^  appears,  firom  the  acknow* 
Icdgments  of  the  natives  themselves,  to  have 
been  very  creditable  to  the  humanity  of  the 
slave-holders  in  the  days  of  Spanish  sway  over 
themf— a  time  when  slaves  are  said  to  have 
shared  in  the  felicity  of  their  masters.  Leni- 
ently dealt  with^  and  in  the  abundant  fruition 
of  animal  gratifications,  they  felt  themselves 
happyi  and  forgot  that  they  were  not  free. 

The  patriot  legislators  have  enacted  that 
it  is  illegal  for  any  master  to  apply  the  whip 
or  scourge^  ''  azote/'  in  chastising  his  slave. 
The  ordinary  mode  of  punishment  in  the 
capital  is  to  send  the  offender  for  correction 
to  a  "panaderia"  or  bakehouse,  where  his 
labour  is  increased  or  mitigated  according  to 
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his  conduct  while  there.     In   most  ancient 
fiuniliesy  who  have  yet  presenred  sufficient 
fortune  to  allow  them  to  keep  up  some  re- 
tinue, we  find  a  number  of  slave  attendants 
whose  progenitors  served  in  the  same  family 
of  distinction  for  a  long  series  of  years  ;  and 
thus    a    mutual  attachment   has   grown  up 
between  the  parties,  that  makes  them  view 
each  other  with  that  sort  of  interest  which 
we  observe  between  masters  and  old  servants 
at  home.     It  is  not  unusual  for  a  master  on 
his   death-bed   to  reward  the  fidelity   of  a 
faithful  slave  by  granting  him  his  liberty; 
and  we  have  witnessed  some  very  touching 
instances  of  gratitude  shown  by  well-edu- 
cated white   women   towards  those    female 
slaves,  or,  we  might  say,  devoted  friends,  on 
whose   wiUing  services  and   attention   they 
themselves  often  placed  their  confidence  in 
the  hour  of  sickness  or  adversity.     These 
recollections  are  in  our  mind  associated  with 
those  amiable  traits  of  human  nature  which 


110  DECAYED   FAMILIES. 

unite  the  great  family  of  mankind ;  but  it 
must  be  observed  that  from  such  instances, 
particularly  creditable  to  the  character  of 
individuals,  nothing  can  be  ai^ed  in  favour 
of  slavery  as  such,  which  never  can  be  other- 
wise than  unjust  and  unchristian. 

Since  the  triumphs  of  patriotism  first 
cheered  the  hopes  of  the  people,  since  the 
very  slaves,  intoxicated  with  aguardiente  or 
momentary  enthusiasm,  joined  aloud  in  the 
chants  in  praise  of  liberty,  numberless  fami- 
lies in  the  capital  have  gradually  sunk  into 
increasing  poverty,  of  which  a  common  con- 
sequence is,  that  individuals  who  can  boast 
of  the  purity  of  their  origin,  or  who,  in 
native  phrase,  count  it  no  plebeian  privilege 
to  say  that  their  four  quarters  are  Biscayan, 
now  find  themselves  reduced  to  lend  out  their 
old  domestic  slaves  on  hire  as  a  means  of 
support;  the  slaves  being  obHged  to  pay  a 
certain  moderate  proportion  of  their  daily 
wages   or  earnings  to  their  proper  owners. 
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A  male  slave,  when  thus  hired  out  in  Lima, 
is  understood  to  pay  his  owner  one  real,  or  a 
sixpence,  out  of  his  day's  wages  or  earnings  ; 
and  women,  when  hired  out  as  nurses,  are 
usually  paid  fifteen  dollars  a  month ;  of 
which  they  pay  four  dollars  to  their  proper 
owners,  and  the  rest  they  may  do  what  they 
please  with :  others  again  go  out  as  cooks, 
or  are  employed  as  laundry-maids,  &c. 

The  few  agricultural  slaves  yet  left  in  the 
country  have  usually  allotted  to  them  a 
tarrea,  or  daily  task,  so  light  and  easy,  as 
far  at  least  as  we  have  had  any  opportu* 
nity  of  knowing,  that  it  is  soon  executed  ; 
and  whatever  work  any  one  of  them  does 
over  arid  above  this  daily  task,  he  is  paid 
for  as  if  he  were  a  freeman»  Were  he  in- 
deed to  value  his  personal  freedom,  he  could 
thus  secure  it  to  himself  by  fair  means,  and 
at  the  cost  of  moderate  industry.  A  few 
of  the  more  ambitious  of  this  class  have 
really  availed  themselves  of  so  good  an  op- 
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portuoitj  to  effect  their  own  emancipation  ; 
but  in  general  the  slave  population  in  Peru 
do  not  appear  solicitous  to  change  their  dr- 
cumstanoes,  nor  are  they  verj  conscious  of 
anything  abject  in  their  condition.  They 
weU  know  that  they  enjoy  a  degree  of  liberty 
which  they  consider  sufficient,  and  which 
they  sometimes  are  pleased  to  exercise  to  suit 
their  own  convenience :  for  example,  if  you 
are  assisted  by  a  slave,  it  is  not  unlikely  that, 
when  least  expected,  he  will  tell  you  it  is  his 
desire,  and  he  demands  it  as  his  right,  that 
he  be  sold  or  transferred  to  a  purchaser  of 
his  own  choice  aiid  finding ;  and,  should  he 
once  become  restive,  he  is  best  got  rid  of 
quickly,  as  until  that  is  the  case  no  more 
good  comes  of  him.  If  the  servant  should 
be  not  a  slave,  but  a  dusky  freeman  of 
slave  descent,  he  is  so  accustomed  to  self- 
indulgence,  that  he  must  daily  have  his  own 
hours  of  pleasure,  whether  his  master  will 
or  not ;  and,  if  found  fault  with,  he  replies 
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in  the  usual  ejaculation,  '^Quien  quiere 
matarse  con  trabajar?" — Who  would  kill 
himself  with  toil  ? 

Those  again  who  rely  on  the  assistaace 
of  an  Indian,  (nominally  free,  though  vir- 
tually a  slave,  working  for  a  mere  mainten* 
ance  and  some  trifling  gratuity,)  reared  up 
from  childhood  in  their  own  houses  and  for 
their  own  particular  service, — a  very  custom- 
ary thing  to  do, — ^are  commonly,  in  the  long 
run,  left  in  the  lurch ;  for,  when  a  good 
opportunity  offers,  away  starts  the  cerrano 
or  mountaineer,  whether  male  or  female,  for 
Guamanga,  Guamantanga,  or  some  such 
mountain  home.  The  Indian  girl  thus  rear- 
ed in  some  private  family  is  commonly  very 
useful  until  she  attains  the  age  of  twelve 
or  fifteen,  when  she  looks  out  for  a. mate, 
with  whom  she  can  fly  to  the  hills,  to  be 
happy  in  a  smoky  hut,-  and  on  a  llama-skin 
couch ;  and  the  shrewd  and  quick-eyed 
Indian  boy,  with  head  and  hands  to  con- 
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ceive  and  execute,  no  sooner  gets  a  little 
insight  into  good  service  or  some  handi- 
craft, than  he  meditates  upon  and  watches 
the  opportunity  for  escaping  to  his  native 
home,  **  mi  tierra  !"  and,  sooner  or  later, 
he  is  sure  to  effect  his  object.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding this  disposition  to  desertion, 
where  an  Indian  does  become  personally 
attached  to  his  employer,  which  is  not  often, 
his  fidelity  and  constancy  are  allowed  to  be 
unbounded. 

The  vexations  so  often  caused  by  the 
Indians  among  the  class  of  their  Spanish 
employers,  or  white  superiors,  (who  usually 
expect  more  from  this  opiH*es8ed  order  of 
citizens  than  they  care  to  pay  for,)  gave 
rise  to  the  proverbial  complaint  against  the 
indigenous  tribes : 

**  Mai  con  ellos ;  pejor  sin  ellos/' 
Bad  with  them ;  worse  without  them. 

The  ladies,  or  females  of  Spanish  blood 
in   Lima,  usually  become    mothers   at   too 
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tender  an  age,  and  we  think  it  is  chiefly 
on  this  account  that  they  are  commonly 
found  to  be  incapable  of  nursing  with  im« 
punity ;  and,  if  they  persist  in  attempts  at 
nursing  beyond  what  their  constitution  can 
bear,  they  are  peremptorily  warned  to  desist 
by  the  presence  of  symptoms  that  menace 
a  decline  or  consumption. 

Hence  most  ladies  in  Lima  are  under  the 
-necessity    of   employing    black   and   brown 
nurses,  who  are  usually  slaves  either  pur- 
chased for  milk-nurses  or  hired  out  for  this 
purpose. 

The  skin  of  the  negro  appears  to  be  cooler 
than  that  of  the  Indian  or  white  race,  and 
this  may  possibly  have  been  the  origin  of 
the  prevailing  idea  already  alluded  to,  that 
the  milk  of  the  negress  is  more  cooling  and 
refreshing  than  that  of  the  Indian  woman,^ 

*  This  idea  is  not  founded  on  experience ;  for  that  the 
Indian  women  are  really  good  nurses  is  proved  by  the  fact^ 
that  the  ofispring  of  European  fathers  and  Indian  mothers, — 
viz.  the  Mestizo  race, — are  very  robust. 
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who,  though  in  other  respects  a  healthy  and 
proper  person,  is  never  considered  eligible  as 
a  milk-nurse,  when  in  this  character  a  ne- 
gress  can  be  procured. 

It  unfortunately  happens,  however,  that 
the  predilection  thus  shown  for  n^resses 
and  those  dark  women  who  are  nearest 
allied  to  the  negro  race,  frequently  exposes 
the  white  mother's  child  to  a  series  of  evils, 
such  as  imperfect  nutrition^  contamination 
of  bloody  and  permanent  constitutional  in^ 
jury,  all  originating  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances and  individual  character  of  milk- 
nurses;  of  whom  a  single  child  may  have 
been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  had  as  many 
as  half  a  dozen,  and  to  have  suffered  suc- 
cessively from  the  blemishes  of  each.  When 
the  young  Don,  thus  nurtured  in  the 
very  lap  of  bondage,  comes  to  be  fit  for 
school,  he  goes  to,  and  comes  from  it,  in 
the   company  of  a  slave;   and  the  young 
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Miss^  or  Nina,  who  goes  out  to  be  educated, 
is,  on   her   way  to   and  from  her  parents' 
house,  attended  by  a  sort  of  duena,  or  ex- 
perienced zamba.     On  the  customary  plea, 
that  the  evils  of  life  come  early  enough,  chil* 
dren  of  gentle  blood,  especially  such  as  are 
'*  rubios,"   or  fair-complexioned,  are  allowed 
all  manner  of  gusto,  or  indulgence ;  and  in 
the  morning,  before  they  set  out  for  school, 
they  usually  receive  a  real  or  medio, — sixpence 
or  threepence, — either  as  pocket-money,  or  as 
a  bribe  to  be  obedient  and  to  submit  to  be 
taught.    In  this  way  expensive  habits  are 
early   acquired,  and    mere    children    made 
to  do  what  is  right  and  proper  from  pecu- 
niary motives,  rather  than  a  laudable  sense 
of  duty. 

Reviewing  the  effects  of  a  close  social 
union,  from  infancy  upwards,  between  white 
children  and  their  slave  companions,  who 
are  seldom  endowed  with  shame  or  modesty, 
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we  are  led  to  remaric  that,  without  desiring 
to  make  any  ins]nuati(»is  against  the  natural 
capacity  for  moral  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment observable  among  all  the  races  of 
mankind,  or  wishing  in  any  d^ree  to  de- 
preciate the  merit  of  individuals  of  pure  or 
mixed  African  and  slave  descent,  we  think 
it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that  even  minds 
of  a  naturally  amiable  and  delicate  bias, 
when  led  habitually  to  accommodate  them- 
selves  to  the  grovelling  feelings  and  propen*^ 
sities  of  the  more  degraded  portion  of  our 
kind,  undergo  deterioration  by  degrees,  and 
slide  into  n  partidpation  of  the  qualities 
of  a  ba$er  nature,  with  which  they  inevi- 
tably atnalgamate  their  own.  The  proper 
medium  of  domestic  intimacy  allowable  be- 
tween masters  and  slaves,  may  be  a  nice 
matter  to  determine  with  precision ;  but  it 
no^ny  be  $aid  in  general,  that  in  proportion 
as  this  immediate  intercourse  may  meliorate 
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the  condition,  and  quicken  the  intelligence, 
of  the  slave,  it  tends  to  lower  the  tone  of 
morality  in  that  society  where  slavery  is  to- 
lerated.     Thus,  we  doubt   not,   the   stand- 
ard of  morals  is  lowered,  and  we  conceive 
it  may  be  owing  to  this  very  alloy  of  cha- 
racter  that,    until    very    lately,  the    sheer 
ruffian   was  seldom  met  with,  even  among 
the  loivest  of  the  dark  septs  in  the  volup- 
tuous   capital   of  Peru.      Assassinations,  it 
must   be  owned,  have  been  rather  frequent 
of  late  years,  and  these   have   been   almost 
always  perpetrated  with  impunity ;  but  there 
is   reason   to  believe  that   the  agents  con- 
cerned  in   such    atrocious    crimes    were   in 
many  instances  not  sons  of  the  soil,  but  out- 
casts and  fugitives  from  neighbouring  states. 
Money,  not  blood,  is  what  the  worst  of  the 
dark  native  vagabonds  of  the  coast  are  gene- 
rally in  quest  of;  and  he  who  does  not  offer 
resistance  when  accosted  by  the  robber,  but. 
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instead  of  armour,  carries  a  few  dollars  or 
a  couple  of  doubloons  for  his  ransom,  may 
nine  times  in  ten  be  suffered  to  escape  with 
entire  personal  safety  from  the  midst  of  the 
most  lawless  marauders  and  dreaded  high- 
waymen, who  are  usually  no  other  than  re-' 
negade  slaves. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Social  state  of  the  Limenians  under  the  Spaniards  and  Patriots. 
^  Spanish  colonists.  —  Style  of  conversation.  —  Improve- 
ments in  female  education. —  Zamba  attendants. — Omnipo- 
tence of  the  ladies  at  fifteen. — Esprit  de  corps  of  the  fair 
sex. — ^Forgiving  temper  of  public  opinion.— Defective  admi- 
nistration of  justice. — Prerogative  called  Empeno. — God- 
fathers and  god-mothers. — Saint-day  parties. — ^Flowers  and 
perfumes. — Limenian  women  excel  in  attention  to  the  sick. 
— General  character  of  the  white  women  and  dark  races. 
—Boys  of  European  race. — Few  men  of  intellectual  habits. 
—Promenade  of  Amencaes,  as  illustrative  of  national  feel- 
ing and  character. — Pillo  and  Pillo-fino. — Money  a  sub- 
stitute for  morality. — Relaxation  of  morals  general,  but  not 
universal. 

Persons  of  sufficientlj  mature  age  in 
Lima  never  fail  to  acknowledge,  and  often 
delight  to  tell  us,  that  before  the  great  revo- 
lution, and  during  the  tranquil  period  of  their 
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own  early  recollections^  their  fellow>citizess 
and  countrymen  were  in  general  fair  and 
upright  in  their  ordinary  dealings  ;  and  that 
good  humour,  happiness,  and  gaiety  of  heart 
were  inseparable  from  their  frequent  public 
meetings  and  social  recreations. 

But  this  sound  and  amicable  spirit,  which 
indeed  appears  to  have  diffused  itself  pretty 
generally  in  the  time  of  the  Spanish  dynasty, 
we  may  trace  as  emanating  from  the  many 
estimable  and  courteous  qualities  g£  thtose 
more  enlightened  Europeans,  by  whose  supe- 
rior capacity  and  direction  th^e  then  existing 
order  of  society  was  so  long  and  quietly 
upheld  in  this  and  in  other  sections  of  the 
New  World.  The  past  state  of  things  was 
nevertheless  faulty  in  many  respects.  It 
involved  an  uncontrolled  indulgence  in  sen- 
sual gratification,  though  the  memory  of  many 
a  disappointed  patriot  hkes  to  dwell  on  it 
as  on  the  flowery  retrospect  of  hfe  happiest 
days.     But    Lima    is   no   longer  a  .garden 
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of  roses^  or  a  bower  of  delist.  One 
daj,  in  speaking  of  the  change  to  the 
worse  that  the  revolution  had  brought 
abont  in  the  social  system  of  his  ccmntrj, 
a  veneraUe  old  man  remarked,  '^  Former^ 
there  was  a  heart  to  feel«  and  a  hand  to 
give;  but  now  they  have  lefit  us  neither 
frieodship  nor  pity:  you  find  not  whom  to 
triffit ;  and  men,  without  regard  to  right  or 
justice,  ke^  all  to  themselves  with  the  close 
unyielding  grasp  of  the  ape  when  she  dasps 
her  young  to  her  bosom." 

An  unbounded  love  of  superficial  display 
engages  the  minds  of  the  people  so  fully  as 
io  have  superseded,  to  a  great  extent,  active 
benerolenoe,  and  sterling,  honourable  deal- 
ing between  man  and  man  ;  and  we  must 
confess  that  the  yet  ineKpcdenoed  Creoles, 
left  to  themselves,  show,  in  the  management 
of  their  own  affairs,  slender  poetical  discre- 
tion and  no  shining  public  virtue. 

But  yet,  as  a  whole,  the  Peruvians,  for 
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whose  manifold  faulte  very  great  allowances 
should  be  made,  have^  in  an  eminent  degree^ 
the  redeeming  qualities  of  soft,  attractiye 
manners,  and  a  mild,  prepossessing  address. 

These  agreeable  characteristics,  not  so  fre- 
quently as  could  be  wished  associated  with 
a  manly  openness  and  frankness  of  mind, 
sometimes  serve,  in  the  present  evil  time^, 
as  a  ready  cloak  to  exclude  the  ken  of 
those  whom  they  are  willing  to  deceive. 

If  these  secluded  people,  too  long  ac^ 
customed  to  servitude  and  ease  during  the 
luxurious  dynasty  of  their  European  mas- 
ters, were  once  induced — which,  under  gbod 
moral  management,  they  easily  might  bey^ 
to  make  honesty  and  industry  more  prevalent 
virtues  than  they  are  at  present  among  the 
bulk  of  the  population,  then  they  mig^t 
realize,  more  largely  than  they  have  yet 
done,  the  advantages  of  that  unsettled  free- 
dom, which,  with  feelings  of  pardonable  ex- 
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tdtatioii,  they  {Nride  themselves  in  possessing ; 
and)  with  such  an  amendment  on  their  moral 
features,  their  richly  varied  country,  with  all 
its  natural  superiorities  and  improvable  re- 
sources,  might  soon  be  transformed  into  an 
earthly  elysium.  But  the  germ  of  true  po- 
lit]i:al  liberty  must  be  better  cultivated  than 
it  has  yet  been  among  them,  and  protected 
by  a  steady,  disinterested,  and  patriotic  go* 
vemment,  before  the  soil  can  be  made  to 
Ijt^ow  out  its  latent  luxuriance,  or  generous 
and  noble  virtues  freely  unfold  themselves 
.io  the  heads  and  hearts  of  a  newly  independ- 
leiitji  uninstructed,  and  heterogeneous  popu- 
latiofn* 

/:  -The  common  race  of  Spaniards  from  old 
.^aia^  who  established  themselves  and  rear- 
^^ed  femilies  in  Peru,  appear  to  have  been, 
as  we  formerly  signified,  men  of  strict  com- 
loercial  integrity,  scarcely  requiring  written 
4)bligations  or  acknowledgements  in  their  pe- 
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ard  makes  a  good  husband  and  a  kind 
father  of  a  family,  —  *'el  Espanol  es  buen 
raarido  y  buen  padre  de  familial"  But,  to 
merit  this  encomium  from  the  fair  sex  on 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  let  it  be  borne  in 
mind  that  austere  virtue  and  severe  self-denial 
are  not  always  expected  or  requured  in  the 
husband. 

Those  educated  foreigners  who  frequent 
the  rounds  and  '*  tertulias"  of  Limenian 
good  company, — which  we  take  as  the  best 
criterion  of  refinement  in  that  country, — 
have  had  occasion  to  regret,  that  women 
of  the  most  elegant  manners,  ladylike  mien, 
and  unimpeached  character,  are  despoiled  of 
no  small  share  of  the  outward  illusion  of 
their  charms,  and  appear  to  lose  much  of 
the  moral  loveliness  of  their  sex,  by  an 
unconscious  licence  of  speech,  that  cannot 
fail  to  appear  faulty  in  the  opinion  of  those 
to  whom  long  habit  has  not  yet  rendered  the 
style  familiar. 
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We  have  pleasure  m  bearing  our  humUe 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  great  pains,  and 
cost,  to  which  motha's  now  put  themselves 
io  educating  their  daughters ;  and  it  is  in- 
controvertible, that  the  rising  generation  are 
about  to  come  on  the  stage  of  active  life, 
with  many  advantages  of  instruction  which 
were  not  enjoyed  by  their  parents.  But, 
granting  it  to  be  true,  that  these  interesting 
young  ladies  may  have  considerable  advan- 
tages over  their  predecessors  in  the  know- 
ledge of  French,  geography,  music,  a  little 
drawing,  and  a  chaster  fashion  of  dancing, 
still,  we  are  apprehensive,  that  in  more  hum^- 
ble  and  useful  domestic  education  not  a  little 
is  wanting:  and  this  important  defect,  we 
conceive,  is  not  to  be. remedied  by  expensive 
teachers,  or  by  the  routine  of  boarding- 
schools;  but,  if  we  mistake  not,  by  good 
example  at  home.  To  improve  the  do- 
mestic education  in  the  female  part  of  the 
community^  it  would  be  necessary  to  detach 
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young  ladies  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  customary  attendance  of  old  favourite 
*^  zambas ;"  who^  there  is  much  reason  to 
believe,  teach  them  at  an  early  age  to  pry 
into  the  private  weaknesses  of  their  seniors, 
and  excite  in  their  quick,  comprehensive 
minds  a  degree  of  attention  and  curiosity 
which,  when  indiscreetly  called  forth,  sel- 
dom fail  to  bias  their  inclination  to  vices 
that  may  on  some  occasions  be  deemed 
hereditary ;  and  thus  open  a  door  to  a  se«- 
ries  of  indulgences  which,  in  the  long*run, 
prove  the  bane  of  their  own  ill-sought 
happiness,  as  well  as  the  wreck  of  many  a 
fond  parent's  hopes,  too  blindly  placed  on  a 
daughter  left  to  the  daily  tutorship  of  in- 
triguing domestics. 

The  ladies  when  young,  and  long  before  they 
become  marriageable,  are  taught  to  anticipate 
their  own  omnipotence  at  fifteen,  which  little 
girls  of  seveA  or  eight  years  of  age  already 
reckon  to  be  the   approaching  era  of  their 
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perfect  fdicity ;  for  the  Spaniards  say  "  No 
hay  fea  de  quince,'' — All  are  fair  at  fifteen. 
There  is  also  among  these  gifted  women, 
whose  superiority,  as  a  body,  over  their  own 
countrymen  is  always  admitted,  a  great 
'^  esprit  de  corps,"  so  that  the  greatest  sin- 
ner among  them  is  never  left  without  a 
gentle  voice  to  plead  her  cause,  and  pal- 
liate, when  she  cannot  exculpate,  a  sister's 
errors. 

This  forgiving  system  runs  through  every 
dass  and  rank,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest ;  but  it  is  in  the  lofty  circles  that 
its  influence  is  most  worthy  of  particular 
notice.  No  one  ventures  to  throw  the 
first  stone  at  the  unfortunate;  and  there 
insen^bly  arises  a  gradation  of  vices  and 
virtues,  dove-tailing  into  each  other  so  as  to 
constitute  a  social  whole,  wherein  the  dif- 
fer^t  degrees  of  moral  deviation  are  all 
shaded  by  an  overflowing  charity.  Pleasure 
and  vice  are  nearly  aUied,  and  unhappily  he 
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who  assumes  the  clerical  halnt  and  tonsure  is 
not,  in  his  own  person,  always  a  stranger  to 
the  voluptuous  enjoyments  of  those  around 
hiui ;  and  the  example  of  the  man  who 
rules  the  conscience  of  the  people,  —  who 
grants  them  abscdution,  and  allows  thent 
indulgences,*-— will  naturally  be  imitated: 
hence  the  indulgence  of  public  opinion  as 
regards  individual  and  private  character  in 
Peru. 

The  slow  and  partial  administration  of 
justice  is  loudly  complained  of  by  those 
whose  affairs  require  them  to  frequent 
courts  of  law  in  the  Peruvian  capital.  The 
turbulent  independence  of  the  bad  and  dis- 
orderly, uncontrolled  by  any  active  and 
&ithful  police,  is  every  day  increasing,  and 
already  puts  justice  at  defiance.  The  im- 
pudence, ill-acquired  pecuniary  influence, 
and  intrigue  of  the  false-hearted  and  boast- 
ing patriot,  are  daily   seen  to  assume   the 

*  See  Appendix^  Art.  Ecclesiastical  Jubilee. 
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insignia  of  ^  un  benemerito  de 
la  patria !" — an  honour  which  only  in  equity 
bebngs  to  that  rare  character — the  genuine 
patriot,  who  knows  how  to  sacrifice  his  pri- 
vate convenience  to  the  public  good.     The 
judges    are    often   left    without    pecuniary 
means  consistent  with  their  honourable  call- 
ing,   because    their    salaries    are  not  duly 
paid    by    the    government;    and  if,   under 
these  circumstances,  the   balance  of  justice 
be  disturbed  in  its   equilibrium,  the  blame 
must    not    be    all    laid   to   the    charge   of 
those  public  ftinctionaries  who  are  the  ap- 
pointed ministers  of  the  laws.     The  truth 
is,  that,  for  a  considerable  time  back,  the 
sums  that  entered  the  national  treasury  were 
too  scanty  to  support  the  pageantry  of  mili- 
tary array,  together  with  the  accumulated 
expences  of  a  destructive  and  demoralizing 
warfare  ;  and  the  pecuniary  embarrassments 
arising  from  these  circumstances,  involved  in 
their  consequences  some  drawbacks  in  the 
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civil  administration  of  justice.  But  another 
popular  cause,  and  that  to  which  we  would 
desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  reader^ 
for  the  unequal  distribution  of  Justice,  is  by 
common  consent  allowed  to  be,  that  in  the 
best,  as  even  now  in  the  worst  of  times,  the 
fair  sex  in  Lima  have  enjoyed,  from  date 
immemorial,  a  more  than  regal  prerogative, 
which  the  convulsions  that  effected  what 
is  called  their  political  freedom,  have  in  no 
essential  particular  obliterated  or  changed. 
It  |s  called  Empeno. 

This  tacitly  constitutional  instrument  of 
clemency,  although  in  the  hands  of  women 
naturally  inclined  to  mercy,  may,  when  mis- 
guided, operate  against  the  vital  interests  of 
the  community ;  and  by  it  the  true  ends  (^ 
legislative  enactments  may,  from  time  to 
time,  be  frustrated.  This  prerogative  is 
put  in  practice  especially  by  certain  genteel- 
looking  young  women,  who  are  neither  mar- 
ried nor  single,  but  who,  in  the  l^aguage  of 
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the  indulgent  matrons  of  the  country,  are 
allowed  to  be,  though  not  married,  highly 
honourable  and  gifted,— •'*  No  es  casada,  pero 
muy  honorada,  muy  prendada :''  and  a  lady 
of  this  quality  seldom  loses  favour,  or  a 
good  place  in  society,  so  long  as  she  has  a 
calcsa  or  carriage  in  Lima,  and  a  rancho  or 
bathing-lodge  in  Cborrillos.  Let  us  now 
suppose  that  this  lady,  attired  in  her  national, 
or  rather  Limenian^  dress  of  saya  and  manto>^ 

*  This  dress,  peculiarly  characteristic  of  Lima,  is  little 
koown  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  if  we  except  Truxillo. 
Captain  Basil  Hall  in  his  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  106,  describes  it 
very  correctly.  *'  This  dress,''  says  be, ''  consists  of  two  parts, 
one  called  the  saya,  the  other  the  mauto.  The  first  is  a 
petticoat,  made  to  fit  so  tightly,  that,  being  at  the  same  time 
quite  elastic^  the  fwm  of  the  limbs  is  rendered  distinctly 
visible.  The  manto,  or  cloak,  is  also  a  petticoat;  but,  instead 
of  banging  about  the  beds,  as  all  honest  petticoats  ought  to 
do,  it  is  drawn  over  the  head,  breast,  and  face ;  and  is  kept 
so  close  by  the  bands,  which  it  also  conceals,  that  no  part  of 
the  body,  except  one  «ye,  and  sometimes  only  a  small  portion 
of  one  eye,  is  perceptible.'^ 

We  may  observe  that,  though  strange  pranks  are  sometimes 
indulged  in  under  this  disguise,  yet  it  is  considered,  by  those 
accustomed  to  it,  a  convenient  dress  in  itself,  in  a  country 
where  it  is  usual  to  bear  morning  mass  before  there  has 
been  time  to  braid  and  adjust  the  hair,  which  is  sometimes  so 
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desires  either  to  plead  some  advaTitage  or 
indulgence  for  another,  or  a  favour  more 
particularly  for  herself, — and  that  for  this 
purpose  she  employs  the  blandishments  and 
flow  of  persuasive  language  at  her  command* 
The  gentleman,  thus  softly  assailed  by  so 
eloquent  and  attractive  a  being,  unwisely 
listens  until  he  is  entirely  at  his  magician's 
bidding.  This  spell  is  what  is  vulgarly 
meant  by  the  gigantic  and  overgrown 
prerogative  termed  in  Peru  empeiio.  But 
we  must  not  forget  to  mention,  that  this 

long  as  almost  to  reach  the  pretty  foot  and  ancle.  It  is  tbere^ 
fore  considered  a  convenience  by  women  of  every  class,  and 
even  of  every  age,  to  slip  over  their  ordinary  house-dress  a 
saya  and  manto  when  tliey  desire  to  go  to  the  street  '<  ta^ada,'' 
or  with  the  head  and  face  covered  with  the  thin  silken  petti- 
coat or  manto  as  described,  without  being  put  to  the  trouble  of 
appearing  dressed  in  a  more  elegant  and  formal  manner,  or 
after  European  ficishion,  as  they  do  at  evening  parties,  or  when 
they  frequent  places  of  public  amusement,— as  the  theatre  or 
bull-ring,  and  promenade  in  calashes  or  carriages  in  their  dif- 
ferent alamedas,  or  public  walks.  In  allusion  to  the  custom 
of  going  veiled  in  the  street^  the  true  limefia  lady  is  agreeably 
characterized  by  their  common  saying, 

£n  la  calle,  calladita ; 

Enlacasa,  senorita. 
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ascendant  power  Is  very  commonly  pro« 
moted  by  a  certain  spiritual  influence,  in 
which  both  married  and  single  partake,-— 
namely,  the  sacred  relation  between  god- 
fathers and  godmothers,  the  well-known 
'^compadres  y  comadres**  of  that  sunny 
land ;  and  it  will  be  at  once  perceived 
that  an  influence  so  remarkable  in  the 
ladies  as  this,  which  enables  them,  during 
their  good  pleasure,  to  deprive  men  of  free- 
will, must  have  wide  practical  application, 
and  be  productive  of  great  good  or  evil  in 
that  country,  where  it  confessedly  extends 
its  sway  to  bench  and  altar,  senate,  palace, 
and  camp.  No  old  stager  in  Lima  hears  of 
a  political  or  domestic  altercation,  or  of  any 
serious  movement  that  causes  a  stir  and 
sensation  in  the  city,  but  he  immediately 
inquires  what  woman  can  be  at  the  bottom 
of  this  bullanga  or  hubbub  ;  and  if  the  affair 
should  happen  to  concern  himself,  his  friends, 
or  political  party,  he  does  not  long  sit  at  ease 
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until  he  fincU  out  who  that  woman  is,  or 
discoYers  where  the  spiritual  alliance  re&ts» 
where  dwells  the  comadre  that  rules  the 
order  of  the  day.^ 

The  Peruvian  highland  girls  have  an 
ingenious  way  of  contriving  for  themselves 
compadres^  without  the  necessary  interfe- 
rrace  of  the  priest,  merely  by  sending  the 
gentleman,  whom  any  one  of  them  in  par- 
ticular may  desire  to  honour^  a  sweet  cake 

*  The  following  lines,  penned  by  an  ancient  Spanish  poet, 
are  so  exactly  descriptive  of  Lima,  as  the  paradise  of  women, 
that  one  might  imagine  they  had  been  written  to  describe  it. 
"  Aqui  gobierna  y  siempre  goberno' 
Aquella  reina  que  en  la  mar  nacio. 
Aqui  su  cetro  y  su  corona  tiene 
Y  desde  aqui  sus  dadivas  reparte, 
Aqui  su  ley  y  su  poder  mantiene 
Mucho  mejor  que  en  otra  cualquier  parte.*' 
'*  Sobre  una  fresca  y  verde  y  grande  vega 
La  casa  de  esta  reina  esta  asentada : 
Un  no  al  deredor  toda  la  riega, 
De  arboles  la  ribera  esta  sembrada. 
La  sombra  de  los  cuales  al  sol  niega 
En  el  solsticio  la  caliente  entrada ; 
Los  arboles  estan  llenos  de  flores 
Por  do  cantando  van  los  ruiseiiores." 

Rimat  Antig.  CattelUmoi, 
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made  into  the  form  (tf  a  doU,  whkll  they 
call  ^guawa/'  the  Indtau  name  for  baby. 
This  oflFspring  of  a  good-humoured  regard 
which  they  desire  should  become  mutual^ 
they  nicely  dress,  and  accommodate  on  a 
cottdi  made  from  a  selection  of  the  fresh 
flowers  of  the  season,  and  forward  it  with  their 
kindest  wishes  (con  muchisimas  expresiones), 
under  their  now  adopted  name  of  comadre, 
to  the  person  on  whom  by  this  gracious 
act  of  partiality  they  confer  the  confidential 
title,  expecting  by  his  acceptance  a  return 
of  the  attentions  and  courtesy  of  the  real 
compadre.  On  the  coast,  again,  (in  the  capi- 
tal,) on  the  anniversary  of  a  lady's  birth-day, 
or  saint's  day,  celebrated  in  merry  parties 
encouraged  to  assemble  by  the  joint  allure- 
ments of  music,  dancing,  cooling  repasts,  and 
all  that  can  render  such  meetings  attractive, 
the  drawing-room  may  be  said  to  be  convert** 
ed  into  a  flower-garden  by  the  attention  of 
compadres,  comadres,  and  friends,  who  vie 
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wiUi  €idi  Other  in  sendiiDg  presents  of  fiii^ 
flawers>  sweet  preserves^  and  other  gifts; 
anid»  at  the  annual  return  of  these  joyful 
meetings,  the  friends  of  the  family,  and  of 
the  individual  who  is  the  object  of  the  com'* 
pUments  of  the  day,  have  the  best  opportunitjr 
of  expressing  their  fri^idahip,  by  adding  t0 
the  ornaments  of  a  young  lady's  toilet,  or 
presenting  her  with  any  delicate  mark  of 
personal  r^ard. 

These  meetings,  not  overlooked  in  the 
humblest  dwellings,  are  seen  to  best  ad^ 
vantage  in  the  handsome  ^* quadra^'  or 
tertulia-room  of  the  wealthy,  where  the 
large  chandeliers  are  well  reflected  bjr 
spacious  mirrors,  in  which  are  seen  nnil:^ 
tiplied  the  groups  of  happy  faces,  to  the 
delight  of  the  party,  all  pleased  with  one 
another.  Here  and  there  are  Guamanga 
baskets  of  filigree  texture  laden  with  spiced 
and  perfumed  fruits,  sometimes  ornamented 
with  delicate    threads  of  gold  and   silver. 
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fancifiilly  twined  from  p^  to  peg  of  the 
spice  fixed  in  the  fruit.  Among  them,  too, 
are  usually  golden  apples,— -viz*  ap^es  coated 
with  gold  leaf,  —  many  sweet  fruits  im^ 
bedded  in  aroma,  and  the  sweetly-scented 
eheremolla  or  cheremoya,  and  orange  blos- 
soms, which  are  peculiarly  welcome  to  the 
guests  when  distributed  from  the  hands  of 
the  hostess,  or  her  engaging  daughters. 

We  may  here  observe,  in  passing,  that 
handing  a  flower  to  a  forenoon  visitor,  who, 
if  a  polished  gentleman,  accompanies  his 
verbal  sdutation  by  raising  his  hand  softly 
to  his  heart,  is  only  a  customary  mark  of 
polite  attention,  quite  in  character  with 
the  complacent  manners  and  natural  taste 
of  the  Limenian  ladies,  in  this  respect  fa- 
voured by  their  balmy  climate,  in  which 
-odoriferous  fruits  and  flowers  are  always 
within  reach:  and  on  leaving  their  house 
th^  almost  invariably  besprinkle  their 
visitors  with  perfumes,  and  thus  send  them 
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away  redolent  of  bo^tality.  And  while 
ti>eir  corridors^  in  which  they  frequentiy 
swing  in  their  hammocks,  or  enjoy  the 
siesta^  are  scented  with  ibwer-gardens,  and 
their  '*  patios/'  or  courts,  with  roses  and 
jessamine,  sweet  perAimes,  and  fragrant 
I^rbs  are  frequently  used  in  tteir  priud- 
pal  bed-chamber,  when  it  is  found  <xm?e- 
nient,  for  tlie  sake  of  cheering  the  sick,  to 
receive  friends  into  this  apartment,  which 
is  usually  very  gorgeously  furnished,  and 
communicates  with  the  drawing-room  or 
quadra.  Our  professional  avocations  iHive 
afforded  us  an  intimate  <^ortunity  to  know, 
afud  we  feel  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  proclaim- 
ing it,  that  it  is  by  the  bed^e  of  sickness 
(where  men  are  exceedingly  helpless  wildiont 
the  aid  of  the  softer  sex,  at  once  more  pa- 
tient and  serene,  more  dexterous  and  en- 
dearing in  their  assistance,)  that  the  Li- 
mena,  be  her  rank,  biith^  or  pretensions 
what  they  may,   is   seen    to   greatest   ad- 
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vantage.  Here  the  humblest  and  most  faulty 
of  these  comforters  shows  the  native  good- 
ness of  her  disposition^  and  is  seen  to  rise 
stt{)erior  to  the  drawliacfes  of  her  educatioD^ 
Kranifesting  the  angelic  power  of  her  sex  to 
soothe  pain  and  cheer  the  broken4iearted,  by 
tiie  eX'Crcise  of  that  bie^ed  charity  which 
cdv^reth  a  multitude  of  sins. 

It  is  curious  to  notice  that  among  the 
white  women  of  Lima  there  are  no  meni- 
als, though  they  are  subject  to  many  of 
the  privations  and  humiliations  of  poverty; 
btd,  a  poor  girl  of  unmixed  Spanish  blood, 
though  of  lowly  birt^,  feels,  however  desti- 
tute In  her  circumstances,  the  impulse  of 
w)i«t  ^he  deems  nobffity  within  her;  and 
at  ncrthing  do  her  prejudices  more  strongly 
recoil,  than  at  the  idea  of  becoming  the 
wife  of  a  man  of  African  or  slave  descent. 

Comely  countenances,*— above  aH,  a  bright 
and  beautiful  eye,  —  and  pretty  figures, 
with    an    inimitably    graceful    walk,    con- 
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stitute  the  common  inheritance  of  the 
European  race,  who,  in  their  own  forms, 
partake  of  the  softness  and  fineness  of  the 
climate  in  which  they  were  brought  into 
being.  These  are,  in  common  with  their 
tawny  and  darker  countrywomen,  extreme* 
ly  attentive  to  the  public  and  outward  ordi- 
nances of  their  showy  religion,  which  must 
strike  every  one  with  a  feeling  of  solemnity 
as,  at  the  stroke  of  a  bell  at  twilight,  every 
human  being  engages  in  one  common  act  of 
public  devotion.  They  retain  the  common 
Catholic  spirit  of  pious  display,  fasting,  and 
penance ;  the  same  faith  in  the  efficacy  of 
saintly  images  and  influences ;  the  same  re- 
liance on  priestly  absolution  and  indulgen- 
ces ;  but  they  do  not  cherish  the  cruelty 
or  stem  religion  of  their  ancestors,  whose 
ardent  zeal  planted  the  cross  on  the  now 
mouldering  ruins  of  Pachacamac*    Though 

*  The  ancient  Indian  temple  of  Pachacaroac  is  situate  about 
six  leagues  from  Lima  on  a  sandy  height,  now  deprived  of 
irrigation,  which  overlooks  the  delicious  vale  of  Lorin.    From 
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little  versed  in  book-information>  they  are 
Hsualty  gifted  with  natural  acuteness  and 
intelligence  ;  are  seldom  quite  ignorant  of 
the  ways  of  the  world,  even  when  educated  in 
convents ;  are  hardly  ever  so  overcome  by  their 
tender  feelings,  or  so  blind  to  their  worldly 
interests,  as  to  fall  into  the  folly  of  a  genuine 
love-marriage  ;  and  they  are  never  at  a  loss 
for  a  sagacious  observation  or  pertinent  re< 
ply.  They  are  indulgent  to  human  passion 
and  weakness ;  are  agreeable,  sometimes 
fascinating  companions ;  and  never  fail  to 
leave  the  buen  mozo,  (the  good-looking  young 
man,)  if  not  delighted  with  them,  at  least 
highly  pleased  with  himself.  Their  conver- 
sation is  sprightly  and  unembarrassed;  and 
though   particularly   indulged   and   caressed 


this  adoratory  the  sun  is  seen  as  he  sinks  in  majesty  under  the 
face  of  the  ocean — when 

"  O'er  the  hushed  deep  the  yellow  beam  he  throws. 
Gilds  the  green  wave,  that  trembles  as  it  glows/* 
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from  childhood,  accustomed  to  flattery  and 
fond  of  admiration,  they  are  as  free  from 
obtrusive  levitj  and  affectation  of  manner, 
as  from  blushing  timidity  or  cold  reserve  ; 
their  filial  love  is  the  admiration  of  foreign-^ 
ers ;  and,  when  blessed  with  good  husbands, 
they  are  faithful  and  affectionate  wives. 

Nothing  in  Lima  can  strike  the  attention 
of  a  stranger,  who  understands  their  lan*^ 
guage,  more  than  the  propriety  and  fluency 
with  which  serving-people  express  their 
thoughts,  and  this  they  commonly  do  with 
an  agreeable  seasoning  of  the  ease  and  man^ 
ner  of  the  higher  classes ;  a  fact,  no  doubt, 
attributable  to  much  native  ability  on  their 
own  part,  and  to  their  having  been  brought 
up  on  a  footing  of  great  familiarity  with 
their  superiors.  This  recommendatory  trait 
in  the  humblest  ranks  of  the  community  is, 
we  regret,  fast  giving  way  to  the  intrusive 
manners  of  the  unrestrained  and  rising  aris- 
tocracy of  a  mongrel  brood,-—  a  dusky  and 
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bronzed  brotherhood,  whose  verjr  complexion 
indicates  an  incapacity  to  blush  as  apparent^ 
at  first  sight,  as  among  the  white  race  used 
to  be  the  long-honoured  badge  of  the  proud 
Spanish  lineage,  —  the  "  sangre  azul !"  blue 
Uood!  —  so  called,  by  the  inferior  races,  in 
consideration  of  the  hue  of  the  veins  rising 
to  view  under  the  delicate  tissue  of  a  pure 
white  skin. 

Wit,  not  unknown  among  the  white 
women,  is  a  general  attribute  of  the  mes- 
tizo and  zambo  septs,  as  well  male  as  fe- 
male. These  people  of  colour  are  too  much 
addicted  to  sarcasm,  and  too  fond  of  the 
*  ludicrous  and  fantastical.  When  in  a  bili- 
ous or  choleric  mood,  they  are  outrageously 
passionate ;  but  then,  with  chicha-pifia  (fer- 
mented juice  of  the  pine-apple),  and  nkve 
(ice  or  iced-water),  they  soon  drown  or 
jfreeze  their  fury,  and  restore  to  themselves 
equanimity  and  mirth.  Instances  of  death 
from    impetuous   gusts    of  passion   are,  we 
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believe,  rare  among  them  ;  though  we 
have  had  occasion  to  hear  of  some  such, 
and  we  have  witnessed  severe  nervous  ail* 
ments  that  arose  from  the  turbulent  emo- 
tion of  their  savage  anger.  Such  mixed 
castes  are  remarkable  for  a  great  deal  of 
what  is  by  themselves  called  **  hroma^' — a 
facetious  kind  of  bantering,  with  noisy  fun 
and  sensual  dalliance,  which  is  most  dis* 
played  at  their  ^^  jar r anas ^^  or  merry  meet- 
ings :  they  like  the  theatre,  and  they  are 
passionately  fond  of  bull-fights»  cock-fights, 
religious  processions,  and  that  sort  of  song 
and  music  which  inflame  the  passions  and 
deprave  the  heart, —  their  feasts  too  often 
degenerate  into  debauchery,  and  their  merri- 
ment  into  obscenity. 

Boys  of  pure  Spanish  parentage  or  de- 
scent, in  Lima,  are  usually  animated  and 
intelligent,  like  their  sisters ;  but,  as  their 
bodily  powers  approach  to  maturity,  their 
attention   is   engrossed  with  frivolous  plea- 


SPANISH  PARENTS.  149 

sures.  which  seem  to  enervate  the  mental  fa- 
culties,  and  stint  and  vitiate  their  future  ex- 
pansion. It  is,  therefore,  not  unusual  for 
hopeful  boys  to  become  childish  and  fickle, 
silly  and  fatuous  men.  The  latter  imbecility 
of  mind  we  observe  with  striking  frequency 
in  the  families  of  the  suppressed  nobility. 

Those  very  few  well-tempered  spirits  that 
have  outgrown  every  obstacle  to  their  full 
mental  developement,  have  that  inborn  thirst 
ahev  knowledge  which  even  knowledge  itself 
cannot  quench;  for,  the  more  they  learn, 
the  more  they  aspire  to  know ;  and  these 
men,  with  little  external  incitement  to  for* 
ward  or  nurture  their  literary  tastes  and 
pursuits,  are  like  those  plants  on  arid  land, 
which  only  require  a  few  fleeting  showers  to 
quicken  their  energies,  develope  their  form, 
and  unfold  their  beauty.  Such  choice  persons 
are  the  delight  of  their  friends,  and  worthy 
of  that  better  state  of  society  for  which  they 
daily  sigh,  as  they  see  the  best  laws  and 


150  DAY  OF  SAN  JUAN. 

institutions  of  their  country  trampled  upon 
by  militarj  despots,  whose  nod  they  must 
obey,  while  they  say  in  their  hearts,  '^  Veti- 
tum  est  sceleri  nihil!" 

On  the  23rd  of  June,  (Dia  de  San  Juan,) 
all  Lima  annually  assemble  along  the  wind*- 
ings  of  the  '*  Great  Alamada,"  and  between 
orangeries  now  prettily  laden  with  fruit, 
to  the  romantic  mountain  recess  of  '' Amen^ 
caes,**  only  about  one  mile  from  town,  and 
beautifully  adapted  for  pleasure-grounds,  if 
only  supplied  with  water,  which  it  might 
have  at  some  expense.  This  spot  commands 
a  fine  view  of  the  capital,  with  its  towering 
spires;  of  wide  fields,  innumerable  orchards, 
the  Rimac,  and  the  fine  lagoon  at  its  mouth ; 
the  island  of  San  Lorenzo,  and  the  ship- 
ping at  Callao ;  and  it  has,  in  its  back 
ground,  a  set-off  in  the  acclivities  newly 
clothed  with  vivid  vegetation,  among  nu- 
merous crags  and  many  a  ridge  and  chasm. 
Here,  on  the  day  of  San  Juan,  —  a  day  of 
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festivity  and  joy,  —  men,  women,  and  child- 
ren^  of  all  ranks,  all  ages,  and  all  colours 
and  occupations,  meet.  Mirth  is  the  object 
of  one  and  all.  Their  horses,  their  asses, 
and  even  their  own  persons,  are  adorned 
in  their  best  manner ;  and  the  rational  as 
well  as  the  irrational  members  of  the  ever- 
moving  crowd  are  bedecked  with  the  flower 
of  Amencaes  taken  from  the  favourite  clefts 
and  nooks  of  these  hiUs.  In  this  place 
there  are  tents  and  sheds,  that  supply  seats 
and  refreshment  for  those  who  love  the 
thoughtless  and  bawling  mirth  of  the  *'  jar- 
rana."  There  is  at  this  exhibition  a  dun- 
ning confusion  of  musical  discord  kept  up 
by  drumming,  piping,  shouting,  harping,  and 
guitaring,  singing,  laughing,  and  dancing; 
but  no  fighting.  Here  too  we  may  see  the 
popular  *^  paseo,"  or  promenade,  of  the  *'  chu- 
chutnecasy^  (women  of  immoral  character,) 
who  mingle  freely  and  good-humouredly 
with  the  crowd,  to  the  infinite  amusement 
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of  the  multitude.  The  national  taste  is  on 
this,  as  on  other  occasions  of  festivity^  enu* 
nently  displayed  by  the  loud  and  sinoiulta* 
neous  laughs  or'  ^^  carcajadai^  of  cheering 
voluptuaries  when  the  samaqueca  —  a  fa- 
vourite dance  —  is  exhibited  in  a  free  and 
masterly  style. 

The  periodical  rides  and  picnics  of  the 
Limenians  to  Las  Huacas,  Surco»  and  Lorin, 
are  now  dwindling  away  into  neglect,  as 
there  is  neither  money  nor  public  tranquil- 
lity for  such  happy  scenes  of  customary 
gaiety.  Carnival,  with  them,  has  lost  its 
spirit ;  the  Noche  Buena,  or  Christmas-eve, 
IS  deprived  of  much  of  its  revelry;  and 
all  that  in  their  customs  was  most  alluring 
and  glittering  is  rapidly  withering  and  dying 
away. 

We  may  now,  not  unfrequently,  observe 
more  disposition  to  indulge  in  the  gloomy 
and  silent  stillness  of  the  '^  dutlo^^  or  formal 
condolence  for  the  dead,  than  in  the  hilarity 
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of  the  golden  times  of  these  merry-making 
people,  who  were  for  generations  most  happy 
in  the  unconsciousness  of  defects,  and  in 
the  Conviction  that  no  people  on  earth  were 
superior  to  themselves  in  knowledge  and 
civilization. 

In  all  parts  of  the  world  there  are  crimi- 
naUy  selfish  and  unprincipled  men ;  and  in 
Peru  there  may  be  found  a  set  of  rogues,  called 
^Pillos/'  rendered  more  numerous  and  trou- 
blesome from  the  circumstances  of  the  times. 
Of  these  the  capital  presents  two  kinds,  which 
has  led  to  the  distinction  of  "  pillo**  and  "  pillo- 
fino."  The  first  is  a  very  common  and  plausi- 
ble sort  of  rogue ;  but  the  latter  is,  as  the 
name  impUes,  a  more  refined  cheat,  not  un- 
frequently  enticed  from  distant  parts  by  the 
fame  of  the  numerous  attractions  of  Lima,  the 
paralysis  of  the  laws,  and  consequent  facility 
of  escaping  chastisement.  The  clink  of  hard 
dollars  and  doubloons,  shoveled  into  **  talegas^^ 
or  money-bags,  and  again  thrown  open  at  the 
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ganoibliDg-taUe,  are  such  sounds  as  are  sure 
to  allure  the  pillo-fine  to  that  promiscuous 
society  of  Xdmeuian  gamblers,  where  the  pre* 
cious  coin  usually  finds  its  way  into  the 
hands  of  the  crafty.  Whatever  be  the  land  of 
this  animal's  nativity,  he  is  but  a  vampire, — 
a  human  blood-sucker ;  but  the  simple  {uUo 
is  a  very  different  character,  always  plausible 
and  pliable,  an  every-day  and  common-place 
member  of  society,  who  sponges  on  his  neigh- 
bour, and  whom  all  Englishmen  courted 
for  their  generosity  are  sure  to  encounter. 
The  ultimatum  of  this  person's  milky  adula* 
tion  and  very  smiling  policy  is  to  procure  a 
loan  of  money ;  and  when  he  asks  **  plata 
prestada,''  or  money  on  loan,  of  any  one, 
he  assures  that  person,  that  applying  to 
him  is  the  greatest  proof  he  can  offer  of 
his  own  friendly  confidence  and  regard  for 
the  individual;  but,  while  he  is  lavish  of 
compliment,  he  takes  care  not  to  express 
his   secret  purpose,  namely,  never  to  reim- 
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burse  whatever  in  this  way  he  may  hope  to 
clutch. 

It  is  a  trite  saying  with  the  Spaniard,  — 
*^  £s  bueno  conocer  el  amigo  sin  perderlo," 
that  is.  It  is  well  to  know  a  professed  friend, 
but  not  to  lose  him ;  and  this  will  be  found, 
fike  most  Spanish  adages,  to  convey  in  ac- 
tual life  a  lesson  of  practical  wisdom.  The 
common  pillo,  of  whom  we  take  notice, 
never  thinks  the  less  of  you  for  giving  him 
a  polite  refusal ;  and,  by  so  doing,  you  act  in 
the  spirit  of  the  above  sajring,  and  preserve 
both  your  friend  and  your  money  ;  for,  when 
civilly  refused,  he  in  good  nature  leaves  you, 
and  proceeds  forthwith  in  search  of  some 
less  wary  dupe,  and  thinks  to  himself  as  he 
departs  fipom  you,  **  Ya  este  sabe,"  —  This 
one  is  up  to  our  tricks. 

Though  Peru  be  a  land  of  gold  and  silver, 
yet  nowhere  are  the  precious  metals  in 
greater  requisition  than  in  Lima,  where  the 
scarcity  of  circulating  capital  is  shown  by  the 
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revolting  dealings  of  the  common  usurer,  who 
extorts  from  the  victims  of  his  cupidity  two 
or  three  per  cent,  a  month  on  the  advan^^es 
he  makes ;  and  the  current  and  regular  rate 
of  interest  in  that  country  is  one  per  cent,  a 
month,  or  twelve  per  cent,  a  year. 

The  '*  plata,"  or  money,  covers  more  de-: 
linquencies  than  charity  itself;  hence  we 
hear  such  expressions  as  these :  **  Nadia  es 
mala  que  gana  la  plata/'  viz.  Nothing  is  bad 
that  wins  the  money.  **  Bien,  le  costo  su 
plata  !" — Very  well,  (what  is  it  to  us  ?)  it 
cost  him  his  money  !  "  Porque  no  tener  su 
gusto  cuando  le  cuesta  la  plata  ?" — ^Why  not 
have  his  pleasure  when  it  costs  him  the  mo- 
ney ? — ^as  if  money,  forsooth,  could  annihilate 
the  moral  turpitude  of  sinful  enjoyment. 

We  cannot  give  the  reader  a  better  idea  of 
the  popular  ethics  of  Peru  in  the  present 
day,  than  in  the  words  of  a  friend  long  re- 
sident in  the  country,  who  said  that  Peru 
had  the  advantage  over  every  other  country 
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he  had  seen, — that  in  it  "  no  one  need  ever 
be  put  out  of  countenance  for  anything  he 
can  saj  or  do."  By  so  broad  a  statement  as 
that  conveyed  in  the  expression  now  cited> 
we  would  only  desire  to  represent  the  bad 
state  of  moral  feeling  prevalent  among  the 
bulk  of  a  people  not  long  since  let  loose  to 
follow  their  own  unrestrained  wishes ;  with- 
out thereby  meaning  to  deny  the  fact,  that, 
in  Lima  more  particularly,  we  often  find 
that  good  natural  dispositions  and  obliging 
manners  do  in  no  small  degree  supply,  in 
the  ordinary  intercourse  of  life,  the  place 
of  higher  principle.  And  yet  more :  we 
would  honourably  except  from  this  ge- 
neral description  many  individual  exam- 
ples of  eminent  virtue  to  be  met  in  Peru- 
vian  society ;  striking  instances  of  disinte^ 
rested  friendship  and  kindness  (of  which  the 
writer  himself  has  more  than  once  been  the 
favoured  object) ;  and  the  most  generous, 
amiable,    and   praiseworthy  bearing,  which 
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we  have  seen  displayed  by  them  in  their 
domestic  and  social  relations. 

If  we  consider  all  things  in  the  circum* 
stances  of  the  Peruvians,  their  story  from 
first  to  last  must  awaken  an  interest  in  the 
mind  of  every  inquirer  into  their  past  and 
present  state,  rather  than  dispose  him  to  cen-* 
sure  them  indiscriminately  for  their  errors. 
We  may  indeed  wonder  not  to  find  fewer 
good  qualities  among  them ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  not  to  see  the  fiercer  passions  that  ut- 
terly brutalize  human  nature,  and  agitate 
every  comer  of  society,  more  called  into  ac- 
tion among  a  medley  of  ignorant  and  dis- 
cordant castes,  passing  without  adequate  pre* 
paration  from  one  extreme  of  government  to 
another,  and  from  one  civil  broil  into  another 
of  greater  confusion  and  misrule. 

But,  as  we  have  already  had  occasion  to 
mention,  there  is  among  the  entire  mass  of 
the  people  a  natural  aptness  to  please  by  a 
happy  address ;  and  no  one  can  witness  the 
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external  graces  of  the  more  enlightened  and 
better  classes^  who  are  daily  engaged  in  theu* 
customary  rounds  of  social  and  courteous 
attentions^  without  desiring  that  these  quali- 
ties»  at  least,  should  survive  the  overthrow  of 
whatever  is  pernicious  to  a  healthy  state  of 
society. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Religious  prejudices. — No  faith  with  heretics. — Corpse  of  an 
Englishman  cast  into  the  street  by  the  pious  mob. — English 
supposed  to  have  been  buried  with  money  in  the  island  of 
San  Lorenzo. — ^New  cemetery,  and  Latin  inscription  for  the 
English  burial-ground,  —  Religious  disadvantages  of  the 
British  in  Peru. 


Among  a  people  who  suffer  so  large  a 
privation  of  moral  discipline  as  the  Peru- 
vians^ we  naturally  look  for  a  corresponding 
prevalence  of  religious  prejudices.  Some 
years  ago^  when  we  lived  in  one  of  the 
most  delightful  climates  in  the  interior  of 
Peru,  we  were  greatly  annoyed  by  our 
neighbours  of  the  two  beautiful  villages 
Ambo  and   Tomay-quichoa.     The  inhabit- 
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ants  of  the  former  would  insist  that  we 
drove  from  the  estate  of  Andaguaylla^  upon 
which  we  resided^  the  worshipful  saints,  (little 
painted  images  dressed  in  gaudy  rags,)  and 
withdrew  the  workmen,  or  "  yanacones/'* 
from  their  little  gods  and  religion.  It  was 
not  till  after  we  were  accused  by  the  alcalde 
of  Ambo  of  being  a  kind  of  demon  or  goblin, 
that  the  people  of  the  estate  were  scared 
into  horror  and  desertion ;  or  that  we  found 
out,  through  the  kindness  of  our  Spanish 
major-domo,  that  the  alarmed  men,  women, 
and  children  on  the  estate  had  over-night 
rescued  the  saints  from  supposed  danger, 
by  piously  carrying  them  away  to  a  town 
about  four  leagues  distant.  Next  morning 
we  were  left  with  only  one  workman ;  and 


^  The  yanacones  usually  possess  from  their  employers  a 
small  piece  of  land  which  they  cultivate  for  their  own  use,  and 
in  return  give  to  the  masters  one  or  two  days*  labour  weekly 
for  this  holding  of  the  estate  or  form.  On  other  days  they 
have  a  right  to  demand  payment  in  money,  according  to  the 
current  rate  of  wages  in  their  district. 
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be,  being  an   old  and  maimed  soldier,  bad 
but  one  band. 

Tbb  wanton  and  unjust  attack  took  a 
legal  form,  and  was  parried  off  by  legal 
measures  witb  tbe  timely  interposition  of 
that  enligbtened  and  benevolent  citizen  of 
the  world,  Doctor  Don  Antonio  de  Valdizan, 
himself  a  counsellor  of  state,  a  patron  of  learn- 
ing, and  one  of  the  enterprising  miners,  and 
illustrious  men  of  Peru.  After  this  fray  was 
finally  settled  in  our  behalf,  the  alcalde  per- 
secutor became  our  avowed  and  steady  friend. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  mestizos  of 
Tomay-quichoa,  nettled  at  the  failure  of  the 
Ambinos,  allowed  us,  with  their  usual  ma- 
licious forethought,  to  go  to  great  expense 
in  fencing,  building,  and  cultivating  sugar- 
cane and  other  productions,  before  they 
showed  their  determination^  without  any  pro- 
vocation given  by  us,  to  baffle  our  labours, 
and  ruin  our  fortune,  by  appropriating  to 
their  own  use  the  water  for  u*rigating  the 
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fields    under    crop,    thus   annihilating    the 
young  plantations. 

We  remonstrated  against  their  unfair  pro- 
ceedingSj  but  to  no  purpose.  They  fabric 
cated  false  accusations,  and  involved  us  re-* 
luctantly  in  a  law-suit  of  two  years'  con- 
tinuance, which,  to  the  honour  of  the  judge 
of  the  district,  the  learned  and  respected 
Dr.  Mata,  was  ultimately  terminated  by  an 
equitable  sentence. 

These  good  people  believed  we  were  but 
Jews,  whom  the  Spaniards  greatly  abominate ; 
and  they  conceived  that,  if  they  did  not  get 
rid  of  our  neighbourhood  in  time,  other 
Englishmen,  and  therefore,  as  they  ignorantly 
supposed,  other  Jews,  would  settle  there  after 
us ;  and  by  proceeding  to  disgust  us  with  the 
place,  and  scare  us  away  in  due  season, 
they  acted  in  the  spirit  of  the  proverb,  "  El 
prevenido  nunca  es  vencido,'' — The  wary  is 
never  foiled.  But  it  is  a  subject  of  deep 
interest  to  reflect  on  the  practical  example 
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thus  afforded  of  the  working  of  that  sove- 
reign maxim,  "  No  faith  with  heretics."'  Wef 
here  see,  that  although  a  perverted  sense  of 
religion  did  not  extinguish  the  perception 
of  an  obvious  rights  yet  it  overcame  the 
sense  of  wrong  towards  the  imagined  Jew, 
and  in  this  respect  suppressed  the  moral 
feeling  of  equity. 

Such  banefully  erroneous  views  must  gra- 
dually give  way  before  the  spreading  light 
of  civilization^  and  a  more  extended  inter^ 
national  intercourse.  The  bad  moral  effect 
of  seeing  men,  influential  and  respected  while 
living,  consigned  to  the  indignity  of  a  canine 
grave  when  dead,  cannot  but.be  perceived 
and  felt  by  the  surviving  friends  and  coun- 
trymen of  the  deceased^  whose  religious  per- 
suasions are  distinct  from  those  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  land  in  which  they  are  so- 
journers. 

We  may  mention,  that  the  first  English 
gentleman's  remains  we  were    called   upon 
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to  accompany   to  an   unhallowed  burying** 
place,  were  those  of  one  who  died  in  an  inland 
city  remarkable  for  the  hospitality  and  kind- 
ness of  its  inhabitants ;  and,  after  answering 
a  few  questions  regarding  the  religious  creed 
of  the  deceased,  the  price  of  the  interment 
was  settled,  we  think,  at  fifty  dollars,  and 
then  the  good-natured  bishop,  with  a  degree 
of  liberality  seldom    exercised  towards  dis- 
senters from  the  Romish  ritual  in  Catholic 
countries,  yielded  his   sanction   to    let   the 
corpse  have   Christian   burial.     But,  subse- 
quently to  this  permission,  a  mob  was  collect- 
ed in  the  night,  and  the  body  was  cast  out 
from  the  church  to  the  middle  of  the  street, 
where  our  obliging  friend  Don  Mariano  San- 
ches  told  us  it  lay.     On  the  following  morn- 
ing, in    a    city  where  humanity  was  sub- 
dued by  the  ugly  suggestions    of  supersti-^ 
tion,  there  were  only  two  good  Samaritans. 
These  gave  their  attendance  at  the  stranger's 
funeral,  when  the  only  two  or  three  Britons 
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at  that  time  in  the  place  accompanied  the 
body  outside  the  city^  to  find  it  a  grave  under 
the  shelter  of  an  orangery,  where  its  moulder- 
ing bones  could  not  by  any  chance  come  into 
contact  with  those  of  the  pious  agitators^  who 
would  fain  persuade  themselves  that,  while 
they  live  in  harmony  with  the  living  heretic, 
the  mere  sight  of  the  worm  that  nibbles  at 
his  interred  remains  is  quite  sufficient  to  en-* 
danger  their  own  eternal  condition  * 

In  the  capital  of  the  republic  a  better 
example  is  at  length  given.  Through  the 
meritorious  exertions  of  the  British  Consul- 
general,  B.  H.  Wilson,  Esq.  the  Peruvian 
government  have  ceded  to  the  English  a 
proper  piece  of  cemetery-ground  *  at  Bella 
Vista,  an  agreeable  and  convenient  situation 
between  Lima  and  the  port  of  Callao.  For- 
merly all  the  English,  not  Roman  Catholics, 

*  The  following  very  scholar-like  inscription  for  the  English 
burial-ground,  his  countrymen  owe  to  our  accomplished  and 
excellent  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Lance  of  Lima  :•— 
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who  died  in  the  capital  or  port,  were  in- 
terred in  the  barren  island  of  San  Lorenzo, 
where  the  bodies  were  exposed  to  the  in- 
sults of  the  most  vile  of  mankind,— miscreant 
convicts  confined  to  the  island  for  crimes 
that  expel  them  from  the  society  of  honest 
men,  and  who  believe  that  the  English  here- 
tic, like  the  ancient  Peruvian  pagan,  must 
needs  have  laid  with  him  in  the  grave  in- 

Degentes  per  hsec  loca 

Britanniy 

auspice  suo  Consale 

Belford  Hinton  Wilson^ 

gratissimoque  hujus  Rei- 

publicse  coDcessu  et  beneficiOy 

h  communibus  copiis, 

Regi&;  censente  Senatu^  auctis  munificentifty 

hoc  Coemeterium 

struxerunt,  sacraveruntque^ 

A.D. ! 

ut,  posthac, 

.  suae  gentis 

qui  procul  ^  patri&y  longinqtt&  hilc  scilicet, 

sed  amicissim^  ienk, 

supremum  obierint  diem^ 

spe  fideque  patrum  innixi, 

in  his  sedibus 

requiescant. 
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struments  or  utensils  of  his  avocatioD  while 
Uving ;  and,  therefore,  they  are  led  to  expect 
that,  our  English  merchant's  grave  must  be 
a  place  of  deposit  for  a  full  share  of  thosQ 
dollars  he  was  seen  always  to  handle,  and  to 
ship  away  in  boxes  to  his  native  land.  These 
outcasts  were  made  to  feel  their  own  supe- 
riority, if  not  while  in  chains  or  in  the 
galley,  at  least  prospectively  in  their  own 
cypress-shaded  Pantheon^  over  the  wealthiest, 
worthiest,  and  most  respectable  foreigners 
in  their  land,  who,  at  the  close  of  life^  they 
might  believe,  exchanged  situations  with 
themselves,— that  is,  were  sent  in  perpetuity 
to  the  arid  and  leafless  San  Lorenzo,  while 
they  themselves  would  be  conveyed  and  suf- 
fered to  rest  in  honoured  ground  until  the 
last  day.  Let  the  worst  befal  them, — should 
they  come  to  die  on  the  "  banquillo,'"  (a  rude 
stool  on  which  the  criminal  is  placed  at  the 
hour  of  militaiy  execution,)  yet  they  are  not 
at  the  last  discouraged  like  the  stranger  and 
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ProCestaot.  They  have  the  aid  of  the  priest 
irhen  going  to  execution ;  and,  when  gone, 
their  carnal  remains  may  rest  in  sanctified 
earth.  There  will  not  probably  be  wanting 
dn  sttch  occasions  some  godmother  masfea  que 
la  neche^ — ^more  ugly  than  night,— or  some 
fiiend^  who  will  remember  the  necessities  of 
the  departed  highwayman  whose  days  were 
closed  in  the  Plaza,  and  will  charitably  pay 
Uie  needy  friar's  mass  (value  one  dollar)  to 
extricate  his  soul  from  perdition. 

Our  Consul-general,  ever  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duties^  not  only 
saw  the  inconvenience  to  his  own  coun- 
trymen, but  the  evil  result  of  the  former 
mode  of  interment  in  the  island  of  San 
Lorenzo^  and  the  great  disadvantage  that 
British  subjects  laboured  under  in  having 
no  place  of  public  worship  according  to  the 
forms  of  their  own  national  church.  These 
evils  he  endeavoured  to  counteract  by  procur- 

VOL.  I.  I 
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ing  the  grant  of  a  cemetery  as  mentioDed ; 
and  by  having  church-service  read  at  the 
Consulate-general  every  Sunday,  as  is  done 
by  captains  and  commanders  in  such  of  Her 
Majesty's  vessels  of  war  as  have  no  chaplains 
on  board  them. 

By  this  arrangement  the  most  incredu- 
lous or  prejudiced  Peruvians  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  that  our  Consul^eneral, 
and  such  of  his  countrymen  as  do  not  neg- 
lect the  public  homage  offered  at  the  Con- 
sulate to  the  Creator,  do  really  feel  an  in- 
terest beyond  the  grave,  and  have  a  hope 
in  Heaven  as  well  as  the  deluded  vulgar, 
who  long  believed  (and  the  absurdity  seems 
to  have  been  inculcated  as  a  political  engine 
of  some  power  by  those  who  must  have 
known  better,)  that  the  English  were  but  a 
species  of  the  ourang-outang,  with  tails  like 
the  lower  animals ;  and  consequently  it  was 
quite  plain,  on  the  alleged  evidence  of  com- 
parative anatomy,  that  their   ultimate  des- 
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tinatioD  could  not  be  higher  than  that  of  the 
beasts  that  perish. 

The  name  of  Drake,  and  the  famous  trea- 
sure-ship Caca-fuego,  are  now  forgotten; 
but  we  are  assured  that  in  Payta  the  name 
of  Anson  is  associated  with  sacrilegious  re- 
collections,  and  is  mentioned  by  the  lower 
class  of  natives  with  details  that  awaken 
feelings  very  hostile  to  our  countrymen. 
At  this  sea-port,  on  the  northern  shores  of 
Peru,  on  a  certain  festival  and  anniversary* 
day,  when  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
is  taken  out  in  procession,  we  are  told  that 
it  is  shown  with  a  patch  of  red  wax  on  the 
neck,  marking  the  wound  once  inflicted  in 
this  part  by  a  sabre-blow  from  some  disor- 
derly sailor  of  Anson. 

An  amiable  and  well-informed  Limena, 
in  whose  house  many  of  the  literati  daily 
meet,  has  laughed  heartily  at  the  good  old 
times,  when  she  related  that,  when  a  young 

I  2 
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girl,  (and  she  is  not  yet  more  than  middle- 
aged»)  neither  she  herself,  nor  her  playmates^ 
ventured  to  approach  a  certain  English 
sailor-boy  without  holding  up  their  hands 
and  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  with  the 
fore-fiuger  and  thumb.  This  lady's  mother 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  sailor-boy,  see* 
ing  that  he  was  fair  and  handsome;  and 
greatly  regretted  his  not  being  a  Christian, 
an  expression  by  which  she  meant,  of  course, 
a  Roman  Catholic. 

Some  recollections  of  ancient  feuds  may 
still  co-operate,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
with  religious  prejudices  to  keep  up  no  very 
warm  feeling  towards  the  English  as  a  peo- 
ple ;  but  it  is  gratifying  to  think  that  even 
on  the  distant  shores  of  the  Pacific,  and 
among  the  glens  of  the  Andes,  there  is  a 
growing  intelligence  that  tends  rapidly  to 
dissipate  such  unfriendly  feelings.     A  nearer 

acquaintance   with   the    English    character, 
the  insensible  but  gradual  progress  of  know* 
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ledge,  the  general  extension  and  assimilating 
tendency  of  commerce,  the  softening  effects 
of  time,  and,  in  a  word,  the  revolution  itself, 
which  opened  up  a  channel  for  general  im- 
provement, are  so  many  circumstances  that 
conspire    together    to    render    the    already 
widely   extended  connexion   of  Great   Bri- 
tain with  Peru,  every  day  more  cordial  in 
the  minds  of  the  natives  of  this  important 
republic;    and   when   the   country   becomes 
more  settled  under  the  direction  of  a  wise 
government,  such  as  its  friends  are  now  in 
expectation  of  enjoying  under  the  protection 
of  his  excellency  General  Santa  Cruz,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that,  this  international  friendship 
may  be  rendered  still  more  intimate,   and 
mutually  beneficial,  than  it  is  at  present. 

Should  the  projected  plan  of  the  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Company^  be  happily 
carried  into  execution,  from  which  a  high 
moral  influence  may  be  reasonably  expected, 

*  See  Appendix. 
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and  our  commercial  dealings  with  Peru  be 
further  extended,  then  will  the  religious 
wants  of  British  residents  become  propor- 
tionably  more  deserving  of  public  attention. 
The  individual  labour  and  exertions  of  these 
enterprising  Britons,  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
globe,  contribute  to  encourage  manufactures 
and  industry  in  their  native  land;  and, 
though  separated  from  their  kindred  and 
country  by  a  wide-spreading  ocean,  they 
are  rarely  so  happy  as  when  they  think 
of  that  home  to  which  it  is  their  daily 
wish  to  return,  and  never  cease  to  feel  that 
once  their  hearts  and  warmest  sympathies 
were  English.  But,  unhappily,  to  keep  the 
heart  pure  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  na- 
tional relaxation  of  morals,  —  the  strongest 
allurements  to  vice, — with  few  incitements 
to  virtue,  and  no  effective  encouragement 
to  religion,  —  is  an  achievement  far  too 
great  for  the  average  of  mankind. 

When   young  men   destined    for    foreign 
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countries  leave  home  at  an  earlj  age,  they 
are  naturally  more  defenceless  against  the 
insidious  inroads  of  corruption,  and  more 
open  to  new  impressions  flowing  in  upon 
them  from  surrounding  objects.  Having  ar- 
rived in  Spanish  America,  they  soon  for- 
sake the  Protestant  respect  for  the  Sunday, 
and  yet  scorn  the  Catholic  sacrifice  of  the 
mass;  and  then  they  insensibly  enter  upon 
the  formation  of  new  habits  grafted  on  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  country,  in 
which  they  are  as  yet  but  strangers. 

The  elder  and  more  considerate  British 
residents  in  Peru,  we  have  reason  to  know, 
feel  and  regret  the  want  of  an  established 
clergyman  regularly  and  duly  trained  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  vocation,  and  who 
should  command  a  becoming  degree  of  per- 
sonal influence,  arising  from  his  professional 
character,  learning,  and  piety.  No  indivi* 
dual  of  the  commercial  body — we  would 
even    venture   to   affirm,   that   no   consular 
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exertions  in  this  spiritual  department  of 
duty— can  provide  for  a  regular  attendance 
on  church-service ;  because^  on  such  topics, 
every  counting-house  clerk  considers  himself 
quite  as  knowing  as  the  Consul,  or  any  other 
secular  reader  of  church-service,  to  whom  as 
a  divine  they  will  not  voluntarily  accord 
much  deference  or  attention,  however  dis- 
tinguished that  officiating  individual  may  be 
for  his  high  character,  general  intelligence, 
religious  sincerity,  and  private  virtue. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Clergy  and  lawyers  more  honoured  than  physicians  or  sur- 
geons.—  University  of  St.  Mark.  —  Anatomical  amphithea- 
tre.—College  of  San  Fernando.  —  State  of  the  medical 
schools  and  profession  on  the  coast  and  in  the  Sierra.-«- 
General  remarks  on  Limenian  education. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  royal  au- 
thority in  Peru,  when  military  titles  were 
only  conferred  on  men  of  Spanish  blood, 
the  honour  of  the  church  and  civil  courts 
of  judicature  was  pre-eminently  fostered  by 
the  government,  and  the  duties  of  those  high 
vocations  devolved  on  select  individuals  of 
white  or  Spanish  race.  If  there  were  ex- 
ceptions to  so  partial  a  distribution  of  favour, 
these  appear  to  have  been  made  in  behalf  of  a 
few  of  the  aborigines,  or  Indian  people,  whose 
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blood  to  this  day  runs  in  the  veins  of  some 
of  the  first  families  of  that  country. 

The  Peruvian  clergy  have  ever  been  jea- 
lous of  the  dignity  of  their  office,  and  con- 
sulted purity  of  blood  in  their  august  order 
with  the  same  earnestness  that  they  watched 
over  the  orthodoxy  of  their  faith.  They  ap- 
pear to  have  considered  all  mixture  of  Afri- 
can blood  as  a  sort  of  test  of  spiritual  conta- 
mination, and  never  suffered  those  tarnished 
with  it  to  approach  the  altar,  except  as  hear- 
ers or  penitents,  —  never  as  ministers  of  the 
sanctuary.  We  may  reasonably  suppose  that 
much  of  this  partiality  on  the  one  hand,  and 
rigorous  exclusion  on  the  other,  was  origi- 
nally founded  on  considerations  of  political 
jealousy  and  distrust ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may, 
the  effects  of  this  line  of  policy  are  still  ob- 
servable notwithstanding  the  liberalism  that 
is  afloat,  for  we  do  not  meet  with  a  single 
curate  of  negro  or  zambo  progenitors,  while 
in  the  law  the  majority  of  professors  are  of 
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Spanish  origin.  The  practice  of  medicine 
was  looked  upon  as  the  proper  occupation  of 
those  who,  though  possessed  of  some  clas- 
sical attainments,  were  deemed  unworthy  a 
place  in  the  more  distinguished  departments 
of  law  and  theology.  But  this  order  of  things 
admitted  of  a  few  exceptions ;  for,  as  in  the 
dregs  of  the  legal  profession  there  were  cer- 
tain  tawny  interlopers,  so  also  in  the  higher 
walks  of  the  medical  department  there  was 
a  proto-medico,  and  a  few  more  physicians 
of  European  birth  or  descent.  The  great 
body  of  the  profession,  however,  were  raised 
from  among  the  genuine  black,  or  other 
more  or  less  crossed  Ethiopian  castes,  to 
whom,  as  is  affirmed  by  Ayanque  at  page 
43  of  his  celebrated  gatire,  titled  "  Lima 
por  dentro  y  fuera,"  the  healing  art  in  all 
its  branches,  and  especially  surgery,  was  al- 
most entirely  intrusted.  This  arrangement, 
which  involved  consequences  of  vital  interest 
to  society,  probably  arose  from  inadequate 
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ideas  entertained  by  the  Spaniards  respect- 
ing the  medical  profession ;  viewing  it  les& 
as  a  noble  science  than  as  a  superior  sort  of 
handicraft.  Certainly  it  did  not  arise  from 
indifference  about  their  own  lives  or  per- 
sonal safety ;  for  no  men  are  more  careful 
of  themselves  when  sick,  or  more  ready  to 
call  in  professional  assistance^  than  the  Spa- 
niards of  South  America.  An  idea  still 
prevalent  is,  that  individuals  selected  from 
"  la  gente  prieta,"  or  the  sable  people, 
are,  on  account  of  their  more  vigorous  cha- 
racter and  constitution,  the  best  suited  for 
the  exercise  of  a  laborious  and  active  pro- 
fession in  the  debilitating  climate  of  Lima, 
where,  in  former  days,  young  men  of  Euro- 
pean parentage  not  in  some  government  em-^ 
ployment,  or  members  of  legal  and  ecclesias- 
tical establishments,  had  an  insuperable  aver- 
sion, which  they  have  not  yet  overcome,  to 
work  for  their  bread. 

But,   leaving  these  matters   as   we   find 
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theoiy  we  shall  here  give  an  extract  from 
the  well-known  work,  titled  "  Mercurio 
Peruano,"  by  which  it  will  be  seen  what 
was  the  ancient  state  of  medicine  in  Peru. 

*'  In  the  sixteenth  century,  the  taste  of  our 
nation  leaned  in  favour  of  scholastic  theo- 
logy, the  philosophy  of  Aristotle,  and  the 
civil  law  of  the  Romans;  so  that  at  the 
period  of  founding  the  university  of  Saint 
Mark,  as  well  as  for  some  time  after,  there 
were  established  for  teaching  each  of  the 
above  branches  of  learning  a  competent 
number  of  well-endowed  professorships ;  and, 
moreover,  colleges  were  erected  not  only 
in  Lima,  but  in  all  the  principal  cities  with- 
in the  viceroyalty  of  Peru,  for  teaching  the 
same. 

"  For  medicine  two  chairs  were  appoint- 
ed or  intended, — one  (de  prima)  on  the 
theory  of  medicine,  and  the  other  (de 
visperas)  on  pathology ;  but,  no  salaries 
being  fixed,   these  fell  to   the  ground.     It 
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is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at^  that 
when,  in  the  year  1637»  they  deliberated 
upon  restoring  the  medical  professorships, 
it  was  stated  by  Dr.  Huerta,  that  in 
arts,  laws,  and  theology,  there  had  flou- 
rished a  large  number  of  doctors,  enumerat- 
ing about  one  hundred  in  Lima  that  very 
year,  (seventy  years  from  the  foundation  of 
the  university,)  but  that  in  this  lapse  of  time 
only  three  or  four  physicians  were  known 
among  them,  who,  having  studied  in  other 
parts,  had  incorporated  themselves  with  the 
university," 

It  was  at  the  same  time  urged  by  Dr. 
Huerta  (who  was  professor  of  the  Quichoa 
language)  that  the  appointment  of  medical 
professors  was  quite  useless,  '^  as  it  was  no- 
torious that  the  Indians  performed  better 
cures  than  the  physicians,  recovering  those 
whom  the  doctors  had  given  up  for  lost ; 
and,  moreover,  that  many  who  were  for  some 
time  in  hospitals  had  from  their  own  ex- 
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perience  found  out  how  to  cure  very  suc- 
cessfully, without  being  professed  doctors, 
like  Martin  Sanches  and  Juan  Ximenes." 

Let  no  one  suppose,  from  the  date  of  the 
fact  here  stated,  that  the  age  of  empiricism 
is  passed  away ;  for  now,  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  we  have  hospital-dressers  who  take 
upon  themselves  the  character  of  instructed 
practitioners,  and  are  employed  as  such ; 
while  the  famous  curandera,  or  doctress,  La 
Senora  Dorotea,  wants  not  among  the  opu- 
lent and  best-informed  persons  of  Lima  warm 
defenders  of  her  skill  and  superiority  over  the 
doctors  of  the  university. 

Before  an  anatomical  amphitheatre  was 
opened  in  Lima  in  the  year  1792,  the  study 
of  the  healing  art  continued  to  be  much 
neglected,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  founder 
of  this  school,  who,  after  some  statements 
on  this  important   subject,*   observes,    that 

*  See  paper  in  vol.  ii.  of  Mercuric  Peruano  for  July  1791  ; 
and  the  Inaugural  Oration  on  opening  the  Anatomical  Amphi- 
theatre, inserted,  for  February  1793,  in  vol,  vii.  of  same  work. 
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the  public  instruction  of  medicine  being 
wanting  in  the  royal  seminary,  and  having 
no  colleges  that  might  supply  this  deficiency, 
it  followed  as  a  consequence  that  in  the 
medical  profession  those  improvements  had 
not  been  made  that  the  importance  of  the  art 
demanded, — a  great  detriment  to  the  public 
health.  Some  years  after  the  anatomical 
amphitheatre,  or  practical  school  of  anatomy, 
was  formed,  its  founder  was  raised  to  the 
head  of  the  medical  profession  in  Peru ;  and, 
desirous  to  advance  medical  science  among 
his  countrymen,  he  had  further  prevailed 
with  the  viceregal  government  to  establish 
a  college  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Lima 
as  an  independent  medical  seminary,  dedi- 
cated to  San  Fernando,  in  honour  of  their 
august  sovereign  Ferdinand  VII.  of  Spain,* 
This  college,  as  we  are  informed  by  one  of 
its  earliest  inmates,  was  established  in  the 
year  1809»  and  in  it  different  professorships 

*  UnaDue,  *^  Sobre  el  Clima  de  Lima/'  p.  313. 
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were  properly  assigned.  Here  there  was  a 
professor  of  chemistry,  but,  for  want  of 
suitable  apparatus,  he  had  not  yet  opened 
an  experimental  course;  a  professor  of 
botany,  who  really  gave  some  practical 
lessons  when  walking  out  with  his  pupils  in 
the  neighbouring  *^potrero^  or  grazing  parks. 
There  were  also  professors  of  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  &c.  all  on  a  goodly 
plan,  after  the  manner  of  European  colleges. 
But,  while  these  improvements  were  going 
on,  the  revolution  came,  to  do  evil  that  good 
might  come  ;  and  then  all  the  fair  hopes  from 
the  college  of  San  Fernando  were  nipped  in 
the  bud. 

This  seminary,  which,  at  present,  meta* 
phorically  represents  the  tree  of  knowledge, 
stripped  of  its  green  leaves  and  fair  promise, 
under  the  shade  of  the  wide-spreading  tree 
of  liberty,  on  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
science  ere  long  may  be  grafted,  is,  in  its  now 
blighted  condition,  under  the  nominal  rector* 
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ship  of  Doctor  Don  Caietano  Heredia,  one 
of  the  earliest  and  most  illustrious  of  the 
disciples  educated  in  this  school,  —  a  gen- 
tleman who,  to  his  infinite  praise,  caught 
no  small  portion  of  that  love  of  knowledge^ 
and  desire  to  disseminate  it,  which  so  emi- 
nently distinguished  the  eloquent  founder, 
Don  Hipolito  Unanue. 

We  may  briefly  remark  that,  at  the  period 
when  the  revolution  broke  out  in  Lima, 
there  were  in  the  medical  profession  some 
men  of  excellent  classical  knowledge,  well 
versed  in  medical  literature ;  and  the  vaIu-« 
able  libraries  which  some  of  them  have 
left  behind  them  would,  if  only  spared  by 
the  most  destructive  moth  of  that  country, 
long  stand  as  monuments  of  their  profes- 
sional scholarship.  Among  the  junior  phy- 
sicians of  the  capital  there  is  less  ancient 
learning,  but  a  better  acquaintance  with 
modern  authors,  especially  French  works, 
which   are  imported  very   freely;  and   the 
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revolution,  which  so  lately  subverted  the 
ancient  form  of  government,  may  likewise  be 
said  to  have  opened  up  new  sources  of  pro- 
fessional knowledge  and  improvement  in 
medical  practice. 

At  present,  however,  young  men  hardly 
acquire  the  rudiments  of  medical  knowledge 
when  they  are  hurried  away  to  the  army  ; 
and  having  never  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  an  early  systematic  education,  and  being 
thus  hurried  into  practice,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  many  of  them  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
perusal  of  a  few  manuals  or  formularies,  and 
liever  attain  enlarged  views  of  their  pro- 
fession. But  the  military  surgeon  has  ample 
opportunities  of  using  the  knife ;  and  surgery 
is  now  very  much  improved  in  Peru,  where, 
till  lately,  the  first  principles  of  this  branch 
of  the  profession  were  ill  understood.  The 
pharmacy  of  Lima  consisted  chiefly  of  herbs 
and  simples,  till  English  and  French  apo- 
thecaries' stores  were  opened,  and  furnished 
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the  public  with  the  best  remedies,  which 
were  soon  approved,  and  recommended  by 
those  native  physicians  who  adopted  a  more 
active  practice  than  their  predecessors.  In 
the  present  day  nearly  all  the  native  physi- 
cians of  any  note  order  their  prescriptions 
from  the  French  apothecaries. 

This  leads  us  to  remark,  that  in  the  well- 
known  Memoirs  of  General  Miller  there  is  a 
lively  account  of  the  wandering  practisers  of 
physic  of  the  aboriginal  tribe  of  Callavayas 
or  Yungenos,  who,  laden  with  barks,  balsams, 
and  herbs,  are  said  to  migrate  periodically 
fipom  the  vicinity  of  La  Paz,  and  "  traverse 
the  mountains  of  Peru,  Quito,  and  Chile,  and 
the  Pampas  of  Buenos  Ayres,  exercising 
their  vocation  wherever  their  assistance  is 
required,  to  the  distance  of  five  or  six  hun- 
dred leagues.''  Some  medicinal  herbs  col*^ 
lected  on  the  mountains  and  in  the  valleys 
are  always  in  requisition,  and  constitute  th^ 
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chief  ingredients  of  the  domestic  medicine  of 
those  who  inhabit  the  villages  of  the  interior 
of  Peru  ;  but  as  French  and  English  assort- 
ments of  medicine  have  become  so  common  of 
late^  the  Callavayas  have  ceased  to  visit  such 
parts  of  that  country  as  we  are  acquainted 
with.  But  there  are  still  a  set  of  quacks,  ge- 
nerally men  of  swarthy  and  mixed  race,  in 
every  town  and  village  of  general  traffic  or 
importance,  who  subsist  on  the  credulity  of 
mankind,  and  are  appropriately  distinguish- 
ed by  the  name  of  Mata-sanos,  or  killers  of 
the  healthy. 

No  active  measures  have  yet  been  adopted 
to  suppress  the  flagrant  abuses  of  the  Mata- 
sanos,  who  infest  the  interior  villages  of  Peru ; 
where,  we  regret  to  say,  even  the  regular 
practitioner  is  a  kind  of  public  extortioner^ 
who,  persuaded  that  the  price  of  his  services 
is  never  to  be  paid  after  pain  and  the  sense 
of  danger  are  removed  from  the  sick,  is  ac-* 
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customed  to  make  his  bargain,  and  withhold 
his  remedy  till  he  secures  beforehand  his  fee  : 
and  the  bargain  is  usually  screwed  up  to  the 
utmost  when  the  patient  is  known  to  be  rich^ 
and  believes  his  own  life  in  danger.  In  con- 
sideration of  the  medical  destitution  of  the 
interior  of  the  republic,  and  the  crying  evil 
thus  entailed  on  the  community,  it  was  sug- 
gested to  the  legitimate  government  in  the 
year  1835,  that,  from  every  prefectorate  of 
the  republic,  a  certain  number  of  disciples 
should  be  sent  to  be  educated  at  the  com- 
mon expense^  in  the  medical  college  at 
Lima;  and  that  after  these  young  men 
had  completed  their  studies,  and  were  found 
duly  qualified  to  exercise  the  medical  pro- 
fession, they  should  be  made  to  return  as 
practitioners  to  their  respective  provinces. 
This  proposal  would  probably  have  been  car- 
ried into  effect,  had  the  country  been  left  to 
enjoy  public  tranquillity  ;  and  it  is  obvious 
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how  easily^  under  such  an  arrangement,  vil- 
lages and  districts  of  several  thousand  inha- 
bitants could,  by  contributing  an  average 
annual  sum  of  only  a  tew  reals  from  each 
individual,  procure  for  themselves  a  salaried 
medical  adviser,  from  the  midst  of  their  own 
Indian  or  mixed  population,  in  every  way 
the  most  fitted  to  pass  his  time  usefully  and 
agreeably  among  his  native  hills.  But,  as 
things  are  at  present,  it  is  almost  impossible, 
even  at  great  expense  to  individuals,  to  pro- 
cure proper  medical  attendance  in  the  time 
of  need ;  for  the  variable  climate  and  tem- 
perature of  the  interior  changing  from  hill 
to  dingle,  and  frequently  from  league  to 
league,  is  peculiarly  unfavourable  and  dis- 
agreeable to  the  constitution  and  habits  of 
the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  coast,  (among 
whom  there  are  some  highly  respectable  and 
able  men,)  who  are  commonly  of  various 
gradations  of  caste,  from  the  black  through 
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all  the  tints  between  this  colour  and  whit^ 
or  European;  so  that  we  need  not  be  sur- 
prised at  the  reluctance  of  these  individuals 
to  undertake  the  practice^  or  expose  them-* 
selves  to  the  privations  of  the  frigid  regions 
of  the  interior.    But  the  people  of  the  Sierra» 
or  upland  of  Peru,  being   unpirovided  with 
medical   teachers  of  their  own,    can    only 
rely  on  the  capital  and  coast  (where  there 
is  no  scarcity  of  doctors,  both  native  and 
foreign,)    for  the   supply   of  such  regularly 
educated  physicians  or  surgeons  as  are  here 
and  there  found  in  the  interior ;  and  even 
these  are  not  always  stationary  in  one  town 
or  province,  but  often  ambulate  backwards 
and  forwards  as  their  interest  or  inclination 
happen    to    dictate.     But,   whether   settled 
permanently  in  one  locality  or  not,  it  usually 
happens  that  when  the  Sierra  doctor  is  called 
upon  to  visit  a  patient,   he  rises  from  the 
card  or  diceing  table;  and  the  sort  of  pre- 
scription given  for  the  cure  of  the  sick  will 
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naturally  depend  on  the  state  of  mind  in  which 
the  gambler  happens  to  be  at  the  time. 

Having  said  so  much  on  the  state  of  the 
medical  schools  and  practice  of  medicine,  it 
may  be  expected  that  we  should  advert  to 
the  interesting  subject  of  schools  and  educa- 
tion in  general. 

Small  schools  for  reading,  on  the  Lancas* 
terian  plan^  are  very  common  in  the  capital^ 
and  not  unknown  in  the  provincial  and  in- 
land towns;  and  all — we  think  all — the 
white  children  are  taught  to  read  and  write. 
The  Bible  too,  as  translated  by  Scio,  is  open- 
ly sold  by  book-dealers,  and  it  is  read  by  in*- 
dividuals  in  the  Spanish  language ;  but  no 
Mr.  Wood*  is  found  among  them,  to  carry 
forward  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  on  the 
basis  of  the  sacred  writings. 

Close  to  the  public  library  at  St.  Pedro's 
church,   which   contains   a  large  and  valu^ 

*  Sheriff  J  ohD  Wood,  the  gratuitous  and  philanthropic  teacher 
of  tiie  Sessional  School  of  Edinburgh. 
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able  collection  of  books,  there  is  a  Latin 
academy,  which  was  intended  to  be  a  great 
national  school  after  the  declaration  of  Peru- 
vian independence ;  but  it  is  not,  we  believe^ 
now  in  a  flourishing  state :  and  the  colleges 
of  San  Carlos  and  San  Toribio  have  dwin- 
dled away  under  the  baneful  influence  of  a 
succession  of  revolutions,  and  governments 
misnamed  patriotic,  which  are  as  hostile  to 
science,  though  on  a  different  principle,  as 
was  the  dark  reign  of  the  inquisition  under 
the  sway  of  old  Spain. 

Early  in  the  nineteenth,  as  we  have  alrea- 
dy shown  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  the  taste  of  the  natives  leaned 
to  scholastic  theology,  the  philosophy  of 
Aristotle,  and  the  civil  law  of  the  Romans. 

Heineccius  still  preserves  his  authority 
within  the  cloisters  of  the  Lima  colleges^ 
which  are  too  often  deserted  for  want  of 
funds  for  their  support,  —  one  of  the  many 
evils  consequent  on  frequent  political  com- 
motions ! 
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It  has  been  long  a  subject  of  remark  and 
regret,  that,  in  these  principal  seminaries  of 
learning,  scarcely  any  of  the  scholars  attend- 
ed to  their  studies,  except  those  who  were 
sent  from  remote  provinces,  and  who  were 
not  yet  wedded  to  the  idle  and  luxurious 
habits  of  the  Limenian  youth.  Indeed,  the 
expression  **  buen  colegial"  is  proverbial  in 
all  Peru  as  peculiarly  characteristic  of  young 
gentlemen  devoted  to  gallantry,  or  who  are 
observed  to  care  more  for  their  loves  than 
their  lessons. 

A  new  school  for  law  and  philosophy  was 
commenced  in  Lima,  a  few  years  ago,  by 
Don  Jose  Joaquin  de  Mora,  who  for  some 
time  delivered  lectures,  and  also  published 
a  text-book  on  the  Scotch  philosophy,  which 
he  taught  with  credit. 

Mr.  Mora,  himself  a  native  of  Spain,  has 
thus  opened,  in  Peru  and  Bolivia,  new 
sources  of  investigation  in  the  departments 
of  metaphysical  and    ethical  science.     As 
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a  civiliaa  more  especially,  this  inde&tiga- 
ble  individual  has  acquired  transcendent 
celebrity  in  those  countries.  Still,  how- 
ever, the  blessing  of  well-directed  instruc- 
tion is  confined  to  a  very  few;  and 
the  lower  classes  of  dark  race,  as  well 
as  the  Indian  orders  of  the  Peruvian 
people,  have  seldom  any  education  ex- 
cept that  which  is  necessarily  acquired 
in  the  ordinary  intercourse  between  man 
and  man,  without  the  medium  of  letters, 
and  in  the  usual  discharge  of  the  com- 
mon duties  of  life;  for  the  exercise  of 
which  it  should  be  the  main  object  of  edu- 
cation to  prepare  the  individual,  so  as  to 
fit  him  to  act  his  part  in  society  with  dig- 
nity and  usefulness,  becoming  a  being  of 
immortal  nature. 

But  we  need  hardly  remark,  that  in  Lima 
the  ornamental  takes  precedence  of  the  use- 
ful ;  because  there  the  chief  aim  of  educa- 
tion is  to  train  the  young  to  please  in  com- 
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pany^  by  such  accomplishments  as  music^ 
dancing,  and  play,  with  only  a  very  super- 
ficial acquaintance  with  more  solid  attain- 
ments* From  what  has  been  already  stated 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding  pages,  it  may 
be  inferred  that  female  education,  especially, 
is  very  much  of  the  kind  now  alluded  to; 
though  among  the  fair  sex  there  is  a  great 
abundance  of  excellent  talent,  which,  if  pro- 
perly directed,  could  not  fail  to  be  productive 
of  the  best  social  results. 

But  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  speculate 
on  plans  of  public  instruction,  or  to  point  out 
what  may  be  called  the  philosophy  of  edu- 
cation ;  into  the  secret  of  which,  we  think, 
an  English  friend,  the  father  of  four  well- 
brought-up  boys,  has  pretty  well  penetrated, 
when  he  enjoins,  as  a  sine  qud  non  of  good 
tuition,  absolute  obedience,  under  good  ex- 
ample, in  early  life.  How  very  little  phi- 
losophy has  to  do  with  the  present  style 
of  training  youth  in  Peru,  and  Lima  in  par- 


198  INFLUEKCfi   OF   EXAMPLE. 

ticular,  we  think  the  general  moral  details 
of  this  book  are  well  calculated  to  show ; 
for  early  indulgence  takes  the  place  of  obe- 
dience, and  the  influence  of  example  is  not 
always  the  best :  yet  upon  the  whole,  when 
free  from  civil  discord,  they  are  pleased  with 
themselves, 

And  eaty  and  sing^  and  dance  away  their  time. 
Fresh  as  their  groves^  and  happy  as  their  clime.* 

*  Homer  must  have  yisited  lima,  either  in  the  body  or 
in  the  mind^  when  he  penned  those  beautiful  lines  which 
so  precisely  describe  it,  and  are  thus  translated  by  Pope  : 

Stern  winter  smiles  on  that  auspicious  .clime : 
The  fields  are  florid  with  unfading  prime  : 
From  the  bleak  pole  no  winds  inclement  blow, 
Mould  the  round  hail,  or  flake  the  fleecy  snow; 
But  from  the  breezy  deep  the  blest  inhale 
The  fragrant  murmurs  of  the  western  gale. 

Odyssey f  Book  iv.l  767. 
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The  space  enclosed  between  the  gigantic 
ridges  of  the  eastern  and  western  Cordillera^ 
or  great  and  frigid  mountain-chains  of  the 
Andes,  is  occupied  by  numerous  table-lands 
yielding  short  fine  grass,  and  extensive 
hilly  pasture^round,  very  like  in  general 
outline  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
though  destitute  of  heath:  and  over  this 
very  uneven  surface  are  interspersed  lagoons 
and  rivers,  and  deep,  warm,  agricultural  vaU 
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leys,  in  the  bottom  of  which  grow  ibe 
richest  fruits  and  produce  of  the  coast; 
while  the  summits  of  the  hills,  that  rise 
from  and  enclose  these  fertile  dales,  are 
exposed  to  the  violence  of  the  tempest  in 
the  elevated  region^  of  cold  and  barren- 
ness. 

From  one  of  these  glens,  where  we  once 
resided  for  some  time,  we  left  a  house  at 
the  door  of  which  the  lemon-tree  was  in 
perpetual  fhiit  and  blossom,  and,  in  two  or 
three  hours  thereafter,  arrived  at  the  rug- 
ged crags  and  peaks  of  the  eastern  Cordil- 
lera. 

The  lines  of  road  from  the  western  coast 
to  the  central  Andes  of  Peru  wind  along 
narrow  glens,  sometimes  contracting  into 
mere  ravines,  edged  by  lofty  hills  or  prodi- 
gious rocks  that  close  in  abruptly.  The 
traveller  thus  journeys  for  days,  leaving  one 
hill  behind,  and  meeting  another  rising 
before ;    but   never    arrives  at   that    ideal 
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spot,  whence  he  may  command  a  view  from 
sea  to  sea, 

**  Where  Andes^  giant  of  the  western  star, 
Looks  from  his  throne  of  clouds  o'er  half  the  world/' 

The  highest  mountains  in  Britain,  such 
as  Ben-Nevis  or  Cruachan,*  must  appear 
very  diminutive,  when  compared  to  the 
Andes,  whose  very  vastness  and  extent  pre- 
clude from  the  inland  regions  any  view  of 
the  sun  dipping  under  the  waves  of  the  Pa- 
cific, and  whose  magnitude  limits  the  quick- 
est sight  to  the  groups  of  mountains,  with 
their  included  dales,  that  go  '  to  form  one 
stupendous  pile  of  varied  shape,  production, 
and  climate. 

Many  of  the  mountain  roads,  as  they 
leave  the  bottom  of  the  glens,  and  ascend, 
in  more  or  less  of  a  caracole,  along  the  face 
of  formidable  steeps,  seem  to  bear  date  of 
origin  from  the  Quichoa  era,  when  the 
llama  was  the  only  beast  of  burden  in  the 

*  <<Cruachan/'  the  loftiest  mountain  in  Argyleshire,  well 
known  to  tourists  in  Scotland. 
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country.  These  animals,  like  their  Indian 
owners,  delight  most  in  the  cool  of  the 
hills;  but,  when  laden  and  on  the  road, 
their  slow  and  stately  gait  must  not  be 
hurried  or  interfered  with,  nor  their  burden 
increased  beyond  their  liking,  which  seldom 
exceeds  70  or  80  lbs.  weight  on  a  long  jour- 
ney :  the  Indian  understands  their  way,  and 
rules  them  by  gentleness.  As  the  llamas 
are  not  for  forced  marches,  and  only  make 
short  stages, of  three  or  four  leagues  daily, 
the  paths  that  lead  through  pasture-grounds 
are  the  best  suited  for  them,  and  may  have 
been  considered  by  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  the  land  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  striking 
o£f  from  a  barren  though  less  elevated  or 
precipitous  path,  and  climbing  to  eminences 
that  yield  an  agreeable  temperature  and 
some  herbage  to  the  indigenous  companions 
of  their  toil 

When  a  person  has  occasion  to  traverse 
these  narrow  and  fatiguing  roads,  it  is  ne- 
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cessary  for  him  to  keep  a  good  look-out, 
lest  he  should  clash  with  some  rider  or  cargo- 
beast  coming  in  the  opposite  direction ;  for 
there  are  places  where  it  would  be  utterly 
impossible  to  pass  two  a-breast ;  and  there 
would  be  no  small  danger,  on  meeting  an 
impatient  animal  or  careless  horseman,  that 
either  party  would  be  hurled  over  the  brink, 
and  consigned  to  the  condors  and  eaglets 
that  nestle  on  the  cliffs  and  in  the  dark 
chasms  of  the  crags. 

Such  dangerous  passes  are  at  some  places 
so  contracted  that  the  stirrup  of  the  muleteer 
is  seen  to  overhang  the  foaming  stream,  or 
project  beyond  the  verge  of  the  boldest  pre- 
cipice; and  every  now  and  then  they  are 
made  more  formidable  by  abrupt  angles  and 
insecure  breast-work  without  parapets,  hastily 
constructed  when  the  rush  of  a  sudden  tor- 
rent from  the  hollow  of  a  hill,  or  large  stones 
rolling  from  the  heights,  have  cleft  the  way 
so  as  to  render  it  for  a  time  impassable. 
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.    There   are  also  many  cuestas  or    rapid 
steeps^with  here  and  there  flights  of  steps» 
roughly  cut  in  the  hard  rock.     By  the  way* 
side^  in  tedious  cuestas  of  several  leagues  in 
extent,  recesses  are,  in  nunxerous  instances^ 
worked  out  on  the  higher  side  of  the  road, 
which  serve  for  the  passengers  to  draw  up 
while  those  from  an  opposite  direction  are 
allowed  to  pass  on,  or  where  muleteers  stop 
their  cattle  to  adjust  their  cargoes  and  tighten 
their  lassos.     But  when  a  rock  or  shoulder  of 
a  cliff  juts  out  from  the  road  towards    the 
lower  or  precipice  side,  leaving  more  or  less 
room  for  a  resting-place,  then  the  little  flat 
space  is  coarsely  walled  in  with  large  frag- 
ments of  rock  and  such  smaller  stones  as 
may  be  at  hand,  giving  the  idea  of  a  rude 
but  commanding  fortress. 

The  famous  Cuesta  of  San  Mateo,  on  the 
Tarma  road  from  Lima,  we  passed  in  the. 
year  1 834,  and  could  not  but  wonder  how, 
without  any  very  serious  accident,  an  army  of 
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cavalry,  destined  to  celebrate  the  *^  fraternal 
embrace  of  Maquenguaio/'*  had  been  able  to 
pass  the  same  route  a  few  months  before, 
when  the  path  and  staircases  were  yet  wet 
and  slippery  from  occasional  showers;  and 
when  the  lower  or  proper  post-road  was  un- 
fortunately impassable,  from  the  destruction 
of  one  of  the  ordinary  rustic  bridges  on  the 
river  or  torrent,  that  runs  at  the  bottom  of 
the  rock-locked  ravine  through  which  the 
regular  mule-way  has  been  opened,  and  by 
which  the  waters  rush  foaming  and  raging 
in  time  of  heavy  inland  rains.  This  stream^ 
like  all  such  impetuous  torrents,  during  the 
force  of  the  rainy  season  on  the  high  moun* 
tains  and  table-lands,  carries  in  its  course  a 
vast  number  of  rolling  stones,  the  thundering 
noise  of  which  rises  far  above  the  roar  of  thQ 

*  By  this  embrace  the  victorious  troops  under  Greneral 
Bermudes  forsook  his  cause,  and  at  once  terminated  hostilities 
by  changing  sides  and  declaring  themselves  soldiers  of  Orbe- 
goso  and  the  republic,  which  they  ratified  by  embracing  the 
troops  that  fled  before  them  on  the  day  of  battle. 
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white  waters  as  these  are  thrown  bad:,  and 
resisted  incessantly,  hj  hurge  Uocks  of  rocky 
fragments  that  half-choke  the  narrow  channel, 
which  at  this  remarkable  place  is  bordered  by 
inunense  rocks  looking  as  if  they  had  been 
separated  by  violence,  or  rent  to  give  de- 
scent to  the  concentrated  and  united  body 
of  rivulets  that  come  from  many  a  snowy 
peak,  mountain  lake,  and  marsh. 

The  hill  along  which  runs  the  Cuesta 
road,  rising  on  the  face  of  the  steep  that 
overhangs  this  part  of  the  stream,  is  of  itself 
a  grand  object ;  but  that  which  is  seen  oppo- 
site to  it  has  the  greatest  elevation  of  any 
single  mountain  in  these  narrow  glens :  and 
nothing  of  the  kind  can  be  more  strikingly 
magnificent  than  to  behold  it,  girdled  in 
verdure  and  capped  in  snow,  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Cuesta,  where  the  traveller,  tired 
with  climbing,  is  invited  to  draw  breath, 
and  look  around  him  from  the  cross  planted 
here,  as  in  almost  every  similar  situation. 
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by  the  pious  among  the  natives,  who  love 
to  decorate  this  emblem  of  their  faith  with 
wreaths  of  fresh  and  fragrant  flowers.  But 
from  the  better  route,  which  winds  by  the 
river  underneath,  nothing  of  this  sort  is  to  be 
seen  ;  for  here  the  hills  on  each  side  shelve  in 
towards  their  rugged  foundations,  until  they 
eome  so  close  as  completely  to  overshadow 
the  stream.  Here,  too,  the  rider  may  strain 
his  neck  in  looking  overhead  ;  but  his  eye  only 
meets,  besides  a  strip  of  the  sky,  pendulous 
succulents  and  tangling  plants  on  the  face 
of  the  incumbent  ledge,  with  now  and  then 
a  flower-enamoured  *^pica-flor/*  (humming- 
bird,) as  he  fans,  with  a  gracefully  tremulous 
wing,  the  expanding  blossoms  that  yield  him 
delicate  food  and  pastime. 

These  wilds  of  San  Mateo  reminded  us 
forcibly  of  the  miniature  wilds  of  Glencoe,  re- 
markable in  Scottish  history ;  and  we  thought, 
as  we  passed  them,  of  the  bard  of  Cona 
(Ossian),  who,  in  honour  of  the  orb  which  the 
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Peruvians  once  adored,  sung  with  sublimity 

> 

and  touching  pathos, 

*^  O  thou  that  roUest  above,  round  as  the 
shield  of  my  fathers,  whence  are  thy  bearns^ 
O  Sun !  thy  everlasting  light  ?  Thou  comest 
forth  in  thy  awful  beauty ;  the  stars  hide 
themselves  in  the  sky ;  the  moon,  cold  and 
pale,  sinks  in  the  western  wave ;  but  thou 
thyself  movest  alone.  Who  can  be  a  com- 
panion of  thy  course  ?" 

The  Indian's  eyrie  on  the  summit  of  some 
steep  and  lofty  mountain,  (seldom  visited 
by  a  white  man,  save  the  curate,)  may  be 
easily  passed  many  times  unnoticed  by  a 
stranger,  who  has  occasion  to  go  over  the 
usual  routes  in  any  of  the  principal  ravines 
and  valleys  of  the  Sierra,  and  who  may  never 
be  led  to  suspect  its  existence  till  he  one 
day  meets  a  swift-footed  Indian,  closely  fol* 
lowed  by  a  person  on  a  well-accoutred  an4 
elegant  mule,  whose  geer  is  all  laden  with 
silver  ornaments  ;  and  the  rider,  who  sits  at 
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his  ease  in  a  saddle  of  the  country  with  a 
rich  pellon,  wears  a  large-brimmed  hat,  with 
a  black  silk  cap  emerging  to  view  at  the  ears 
and  temples.  He  has  on  at  least  a  couple  of 
ponchos  (mantles)  well-decorated  and  fringed ; 
his  black  or  brown  stockings  are  of  warm 
Vicuiia  wool ;  and  the  heel  of  a  small  shoe, 
half-concealed  in  a  clumsy  and  costly,  though 
wooden  stirrup,  is  armed  with  a  prodigiously 
disproportioned  silver  spur,  with  a  large  tink- 
ling roller,  used  to  keep  his  noble  animal  in 
mind  that  she  is  but  the  harbinger  of  death, 
and  carries  on  her  back  the  keeper  of  the 
sinner'^s  conscience. 

This  minister  of  peace  to  the  miserable, 
hurries  to  save  the  soul  of  a  dying  Christian, 
whose  abode,  like  the  falcon's,  overlooks  the 
ordinary  path  of  wayfaring  men  ;  and  which, 
when  descried,  seems,  to  the  sight  of  an  ob- 
server underneath,  to  be  indeed  the  loftiest 
earthly  point  between  the  ground  he  himself 
stands  upon  and  that  heaven  for  which,  it  is 

VOL.  I.  K  9 


210  SIERRA  CURATES. 

believed,  the  anxious  and  fluttering  spirit  of 
the  gasping  Indian,  only  waits  the  curate's 
absolution  and  blessing  to  wing  its  immortal 
flight.  It  occurs  to  us  here  to  remark,  that 
in  the  remote  curacies  of  the  hills  no  friars 
are  to  be  seen,  as  on  the  coast  or  more  genial 
climates;  an  important  part  of  whose  duty 
it  is,  wherever  they  locate  themselves,  to  aid 
the  Christian  to  die  well,  and  to  watch  by 
his  pillow,  and  exhort  and  comfort  him, 
while  the  crucifix  and  taper  are  ever  before 
his  eyes,  and  the  breath  of  life  about  to  leave 
his  animal  frame.  But,  destitute  of  these 
helps,  the  curate  or  curate-substitute,  whose 
calling  renders  him  the  most  influential  per- 
son and  only  spiritual  comforter  in  an  Indian 
village,  makes,  in  the  appearance  we  have 
offered  to  describe,  his  rapid  way  over  hill 
and  cliff*,  broken  ravine  and  dangerous  path, 
on  a  chosen  traveller,  whose  movements  are 
so  gentle  that  she  never  wearies  the  rider. 
This  mule   seems   not  to  make  any  trying 
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exertion,  while  she  leaves  aU  ordinary  beasts 
of.  her  kind  behind  her  on  a  day's  journey, 
and  ascends  a  cuesta  of  three  or  four  leagues 
without  stopping  once  to  draw  breath,  and 
again  descends  the  same  without  missing 
a  foot  or  slackening  the  ^'passo  llano/' 
the  best  of  all  travelling  paces;  while,  to 
her  no  small  recommendation,  where  horse** 
shoers  are  not  to  be  found,  whether  on 
hard  ground  or  soft,  in  summer  or  in  winter, 
she  needs  not  a  shoe  on  her  massy  and  well- 
rounded  hoof  The  Sierra  curates  of  a  dreary 
pastoral  district,  or  secluded  Indian  residence 
in  the  wheat-land  temperatures,  are  men, 
at  the  age  of  forty,  commonly  much  worn  out 
in  constitution.  One  of  these  gentlemen,  to 
whom  his  home  is  irksome,  is  seen  to  read 
for  weeks  together  on  a  stretch,  merely  to 
kill  time;  or  he  longs  for  the  more  refined 
**  tertulia,"  to  which  at  one  period  he  was  no 
stranger;  or  he  starts  off,  swayed  by  some 
sudden    impulse,    to    the  nearest   town    of 
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white  inhabitants,  where  he  enjoys  a  finer 
climate  and  more  gratifying  company.     He 
not  unfrequently  resorts  to  a  mineral  '^  pueb* 
lo"  (village),  under  pretext  perhaps  of  selling 
his  ''premicia"  or  first-fruits  in  grain,  &c 
which,  to  be  sure,  he  does  to  some  purpose ; 
for  ten  to  one   he  will  gamble   with    the 
extravagant  miners,  day  and  night,  till  the 
product  of  the  "premicia  is  all  swallowed  up ; 
and  the  poor    residentiary  returns   to    his 
cheerless  manse  involved  in  a  debt  which  he 
cannot  pay  for   the  next  six  months,  even 
should   his   curacy   be   worth  four   or    five 
thousand  dollars  a'  year,  though  it  oftener 
happens  that  the  income  is  much  less.     In 
his  mountain  curacy,  wherein  he  endures  sad 
periods  of  ennui  and  long  and  frequent  fasts,* 
that  debilitate  and  break  down  the  best  consti- 
tution, (for  before  he  can  reach   a  distant 
church,  and  say  mass,  the  day  is  often  far  ad- 

*  On  the  day  a  curate  performs  church  service,  he  does  not 
breakfast  until  after  mass. 
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vaticed,)  the  curate  complains  of  feeling  him* 
self  an  exile ;  and  is  easily  led  to  soek  refuge 
from  his  seif-^weariness  in  various  indulgences 
that  far  overstep  the  barriers  of  self-denial, 
and  plunge  him  into  the  outskirts  of  that 
moral  darkness  which  he  is  sent  to  enlighten. 
Here,  if  anywhere  on  earth,  the  draw- 
backs of  involuntary  celibacy  are  felt  by  the 
priest.  For  such  canonical  privations  he  usu- 
ally searches  compensation  in  the  less  amiable 
society  of  a  favourite  '*  sobrina,''  or  reputed 
niece,  whose  kindness  hinges  on  a  precarious 
friendship,  and  whose  artful  complacency 

*'  hardens  a'  within, 
And  petrifies  the  feeling  V 

But  while  we  regret  the  evils  thus  en- 
tailed on  the  curate  by  the  established  usage 
and  Romish  policy*  of  the  sacred  orders, 
we  do  with  pleasure    and  grateful  remem- 

•  We  say  ^*  Romish  policy,"  because  on  this  subject  St. 
Paul's  precept  is, 

Quod  si  Don  se  continent  nubant.  > 
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brance  assure  our  readers  that,  from  the  in* 
dividual  curates  spread  over  the  hill-land  of 
this  thinly  inhabited  country,  the  foreigner 
and  traveller  is  always  sure  to  meet  with  the 
greatest  kindness  and  hospitality.  Further 
to  illustrate  the  moral  and  physical  aspect  of 
the  Sierra,  we  would  mention  that  once,  when 
on  a  journey  in  the  interior,  we  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  a  clerical  gentleman, 

■ 

whose  vigour  of  mind  was  not  to  be  overcome 
by  the  dreariness  of  his  residence  at  Cauri,  a 
puna  vill^e  of  cold  and  shivering  aspect. 
This  active  and  spirited  person  came  up  to 
us  as  we  crossed  the  celebrated  road-way  of 
the  Incas,  on  the  heights  of  Huamalies^  and 
we  descended  together  towards  the  village 
of  Jesus,  only  a  few  leagues  distant;  but 
before  we  could  reach  this  place  his  fine 
mule  began  to  trip,  then  tottered,  and  soon 
failed  entirely  in  her  hind-legs,  as  if  struck 
by  palsy.  She  was  unsaddled^  she  imme* 
diately    stretched    herself  on   the    ground. 
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swelled  out  rapidly,  struggled  and  groaned, 
and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  died. 

The  priest,  who  on  this  occasion  showed 
himself  to  be  not  at  all  unacquainted  with 
practical  farriery,  felt  like  one  who  had  lost 
a  tried  and  valued  companion.  He  soon, 
however,  reconciled  himself  to  a  misfortune 
beyond  his  power  to  remedy ;  and  ordering 
his  Indian  page  to  walk  down  hill,  (after 
he  had  seaired  the  saddle  and  trappings 
of  the  favourite  animal  here  left  to  the 
hungry  condors,  on  the  back  of  the  cargo* 
mule,  or  bed-mule,  driven  before  us,)  the 
jovial  priest  mounted  the  Indian's  little  rough 
poney,  and  we  all  arrived  safely  at  our  des«- 
tination  early  in  the  evening.  The  cattle 
— every  hoof — were  in  distant  pastures,  and 
the  priest  could  not  be  provided  with  an- 
other mule  before  next  morning.  We  there- 
fore passed  the  evening  agreeably  under  the 
same  roof,  where  a  pretty4ooking  white 
mouse  was  caged,  and  kept  as  a  precious 
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remedy  and  charm  against  aU  diseases ;  and 
some  such  wizard  power  as  this  timid  crea- 
ture was  supposed  to  possess,  these  poor 
mountaineers  stood  much  in  need  of,  as  no 
surgeon  or  physician  ever  resides  among 
them. '  At  the  village  of  Jesus  we  arrived 
in  the  dry  season,  when  its  nearest  plains 
wore  a  stunted  and  withered  aspect,  and 
when  there  was  no  crop  in  the  ground  — 
not  their  ordinary  potato  crop,  which  in- 
deed is  their  only  one ;  and  which  in  some 
years  succeeds,  while  in  other  years  it  fails  on 
account  of  the  frost.  But,  during  the  rainy 
season,  when  frost  is  unknown  in  the  deep 
ravines  and  lofty  arable  heights  and  acclivi- 
ties of  the  inland  country, — where  the  highest- 
perched  houses  are  seen,  oh  arriving  at 
them,  to  have  still  higher  back-grounds, — the 
Indians,  each  of  whojm  cultivates  his  own 
patch  of  ground,  drive  all  their  cattle  to 
the  remotest  pastures  of  their  extensive  com-- 
mon;  because  they  cannot  consent  to  have 
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them  feeding  n^r  their  doors,  and  crops, 
which  have  no  proper  enclosures. 
'  The  Indians  and  curates  have,  for  the 
most  part,  very  opposite  interests  to  sup- 
port in  worldly  matters ;  and  they  are  often 
seen  contending  with  one  another  in  hard 
bargains  when  arranging  the  business  of 
first-fruits,  (for  tithes  are  collected  by  the 
state,)  marriages,  burials,  and  religious  fes- 
tivals, which  latter  are  closely  interwoven 
with  the  entire  social  system  of  the  country. 
These  contentions  tend  to  lower  the  respect- 
ability and  sacredness  of  the  proper  priestly 
character;  and  there  are  not  wanting  ex- 
amples of  the  Indian  carrying  his  ill-will 
so  far  as  to  desire  to  be  revenged  of  his 
ghostly  father  in  a  sly  way. 

On  one  celebrated  occasion  the  Indians 
of  Huamantanga,  situated  on  the  western 
slope  of  the  Andes,  and  not  far  inland  from 
the  capital,  advised  their  curate  that  in  a 
hamlet    on    a   distant   hill-top   a  man  was 

VOL.  I.  L 
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dying;  so  that,  if  the  curate  did  not  use 
much  haste  to  assist  him,  he  would  neces* 
sarily  die  without  confession.  The  curate 
replied,  **  But  how  am  I  to  reach  him  ?  — 
There  is  no  mule  at  hand ;  they  are  all  in 
the  remote  common."  An  Indian  promptly 
answered,  "I  will  fetch  one.'*  But  the 
curate  knew  that  at  that  time,  on  account 
of  the  numerous  crops,  no  mule  was  or 
could  be  near.  He  therefore  became  susr 
picious  respecting  the  good  faith  of  those 
about  him,  for  he  was  old,  and  had  experi- 
ence of  the  perverse  and  cunning  disposition 
of  Indians ;  but,  when  the  man  came  to  him 
with  a  very  good-looking  mule,  he  sup- 
pressed his  sentiments,  and  asked  if  the  ani* 
raal  was  accustomed  to  be  ridden  by  a  curate. 
*'  Sabe  la  mula  de  cura  ?'*  The  Indian,  re- 
plied, ''  La  mula  es  buena," — the  mule  is  a 
good  one.  '*  Yes,*'  says  the  curate ;  **  hut 
let  us  see  if  she  have  acquaintance  with  a 
curate.'^     He  now  cast  off  his  clerical  habit. 
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and,  having  dressed  the  Indian  as  a  curate, 
he  made  the  wily  rogue  mount  the  beast ; 
when  she  reared,  kicked,  and  flung  violently, 
until  she  dashed  him  to  the  ground.  To 
the  crafty  villager^  now  caught  in  his  own 
snare,  the  churchman  good-naturedly  ob-. 
served,  *'  You  feel^  my  man,  that  the  mule, 
though  a  good  one,  yet  knows  nothing  of  a 
curate ;  and,  as  there  is  no  other  alternative, 
your  friend  must  survive  his  present  illness^ 
or  go  down  to  the  grave  without  confession." 
But  to  thie  grave-  he  went  not  on  this  occa- 
sion, for  the  whole  was  intended  as  a  trick 
by  which  the  curate  might  be  deceived  to 
his  personal  hurt  or  destruction ;  but,  as 
far  as  we  could  judge,  our  jolly  acquaint* 
ance  at  Jesus  was  quite  a  &voured  indi- 
vidual, who  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
mule  next  morning  brought  for  his  service. 
This  gentleman  had  a  great  many  occu- 
pations besides  the  ordinary  professional 
duties  of  saying  mass^.  hearing  confessions, 
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and  absolving  sins.  He  supplied  his  people 
with  whisky,  of  which  he  was  the* only 
distiller,  and  they  the  principal  consumers* 
He  considered  it  a  proud  discovery,  (of 
which  few  of  his  neighbours  were  in  the 
secret,)  that  ardent  spirits  could  be  made 
from  barley,  reared  on  the  hills  at  compara- 
tively  little  expense  for  the  grain-grower; 
while  the  usual  sugar-cane  spirit,  or  '^  agua 
ardiente,"  extracted  by  the  help  of  the  in- 
ferior copper,  or  the  still  worse  earthen  stilb 
of  the  interior,  had  no  superiority  over  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  **  pisco,*'  or  finer  flavoured 
Italia,  both  of  which  are  procured  from  the 
fermented  juice  of  the  grape,  could  only  be 
got,  and  at  great  expense  of  land-carriage, 
from  the  coast.  He  therefore  hoped  to  su- 
persede by  his  whisky  the  use  of  the  cane- 
spirit  or  palQ  rum^  called  ^^agua  ardiente,*' 
or  **  agua  ardiente  de  cana,''  because  it  was 
sometimes  very  expensive,  and  frequently 
bad;   not  from  any   pernicious    quality  in 


PRIESTLY   DISTILLER.  221 

the  saccharine  juic6^  as  some  natives  have 
imagined,  but  on  account  of  the  defective 
mode  of  distillation  by  poor  people,  who 
buy  up  from  the  sugar-growers  molasses » 
and  a  coarse  brown  sugar,  made  into  little 
cakes,  called  "  chancaca,''  for  the  purpose  of 
being  converted  into  "agua  ardiente,"  for 
which  there  is  always  great  demand  in  the 
colder  and  mineral  districts. 

Our  speculative  priest  had  a  farm  in  the 
temperate  neighbourhood  of  a  place  and  cu- 
racy called  Caina,  which  lay  convenient  to 
his  own  spiritual  flock.  Here  he  cultivated 
abundance  of  grain,  and  possessed  extensive 
pasture  grounds.  He  purchased  the  "  premi- 
cia"  (first-fruits)  of  his  brethren  in  Conchu- 
cos,  and  other  mountain  ranges  and  elevated 
districts,  wherein  church-rates  are  paid  in  cat- 
tle, as  the  staple  commodity  of  lands  chiefly 
fitted  for  pasturage.  These  cattle  he  placed 
on  grass,  when  young  and  cheap ;  and 
when  they  became  in  high  condition,  drove 
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thera  carefully  along  the  least  frequented 
paths  on  the  verdant  heights,  to  the  clover 
or  alfalfa  fields  in  the  headland  vales  of 
the  coast,  where  they  were  in  demand  by 
the  grazier  and  butcher.  He  also  con- 
tracted for  so  many  thousand  arobes  of 
sugar  yearly,  with  the  planters  in  Huailas ; 
and  by  the  aid  of  his  Cauri  friends  and 
customers,  had  his  sugar  conducted  to  Cerro 
Pasco  at  a  lower  rate  of  land-carriage  than 
any  one  else  in  this  line  of  trade  ;  and,  deal- 
ing on  a  large  scale,  he  believed  that  he  could 
easily  undersell  the  smaller  trader. 

The  •  Cauri  muleteers  employed  by  the 
priest  are  staunch  hearty  fellows  who  swig 
off  a  bottle  of  whisky,  or  **  agua  ardiente," 
as  if  it  were  less  than  a  mouthful ;  for  they 
call  a  bottle  a  **  gota/'  or  a  drop,  which 
shows  they  hold  it  as  too  small  a  dose  for 

their  well-seasoned  stomachs. 

Our  priest  also  engaged  to  supply  mines, 
in  the  adjacent  country,  with  salt  for  bene- 
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fidog  or  preparing  metals,  which  the  Cau- 
rimen,  with  their  little  broad«backed  and 
hardy  nags,  are  used  to  convey  from  Hua- 
cho  on  the  coasts  of  the  Pacific,  by  the  vale 
of  Sayan,  across  the  Cordillera.  He  was 
withal  a  watch-maker  to  the  neighbouring 
villages  within  many  leagues  of  his  residence, 
and  knew,  if  we  forget  not,  how  to  put  the 
church  organ  to  rights  when  out  of  repair. 

His  people  were  apparently  fond  of  so 
stiiTing  and  general  a  speculator ;  and  as 
they  can  only  grow  for  themselves,  and  that 
in  the  most  sheltered  comers,  very  bad  po* 
tatoes,  with  frequent  failures  in  the  harvest, 
(though,  their  common  yields  good  pasture,) 
their  pastor  supplied  them  with  maize,  (as 
the  miner  in  isolated  localities  supplies,  at 
lai^e  profits,  maize  and  clothing,  &c.  to  his 
workmen,)  on  which,  with  potatoes,  cheese, 
eggs,  and  guinea-pigs,  they  principally  sup- 
port themselves.  Butter  they  rarely  know 
bow  to  churn;  and,  as  the  milk  is  chiefly 
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used  for  making  cheese,  it  is  not  often  drunk 
as  an  article  of  nutriment,  save  by  those  who 
live  in  small  round  booths,  that  are  ever 
and  anon  guarded  by  a  host  of  noisy  curs, 
with  hair  as  shaggy  and  matted  as  that 
which  covers  the  heads  of  the  urchins  that 
feed  them.  These  pastoral  huts  are  scat- 
tered over  the  distant  plains  and  ranges  of 
the  mountains  throughout  the  "  estancias,'* 
or  tracts  of  hilly  pasture-land  allotted  for 
rearing  and  feeding  cattle  and  sheep.  At 
such  estancias  and  huts,  the  traveller  in  the 
interior  of  Peru  has  frequently  to  rest  for  the 
night. 

The  poor  Indian  owner  of  a  few  horned 
cattle,  will  rather  languish  with  hunger 
than  slaughter  one  head  of  his  fold  for  Jiis 
private  consumption ;  but  he  who  owns  a 
small  flock  of  sheep  can  more  conveniently 
sustain  himself  on  meat  and  "  caldo,'*  — 
mutton   tea,  (for  vegetables  are  commonly 
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wanting  to  make  that  kind  of  broth  which 
is  to  be  found  at  the  grain-grower's,)  espe- 
daUy  when  any  traveller  passes  that  way, 
who  buys  one  of  his  small  sheep— -much 
smaller  on  the  hills  than  in  the  warm  val- 
leys— for  use  on  the  road,  and  emjdoys  the 
Indian  himself  to  butcher  it.  These  inha- 
Intants  of  the  snowy^  range,  or  lofty  dales 
of  the  Andes,  we  frequently  met, — and  they 
are  easily  known  by  their  warm  clothing, 
capacious  chests,  and  ruddy  complexions, — 
descending  from  the  frigid  regions  to  the 
temperate  and  grain  valleys,  to  barter  for 
the  vegetable  productions  of  the  agricultu- 
rist fresh  mutton,  which,  already  skinned 
and  free  from  ofFal,  they  carry  on  donkeys 
(animals  which  in  the  hands  of  the  Indian 
escape  the  cruel  stripes  and  goads  inflicted 
on  them  by  the  merciless  negro  or  zambo) ; 
and  this  meat,  like  beef,  being  previously 
dried  in  the  sun,  is  laid  up  for  use  by  the 
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dweller  of  the  warm  and  narrow  glen  over* 
hung  by  scorched  and  rocky  acclivities,  who 
places  it  before  the  traveller,  under  the  usual 
name  of  "  charque,''  of  which  we  have  often 
eaten  with  a  good  appetite. 

But  to  return  to  our  priest :  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that,  in  contributing  as  much  as  he 
did  to  supply  the  temporal  wants  of  the 
hardy  attendants  at  his  confessional,  he  did 
not  irretrievably  overlook  their  Christian  and 
spiritual  necessities.  From  the  combined  re* 
suits  of  his  various  undertakings,  he  che* 
rished  a  glowing  expectation  of  realizing  a 
fortune;  but,  as  we  never  heard  of  his 
success,  we  think  it  allowable  to  suppose 
that,  like  other  speculators,  he  must  have 
experienced  some  severe  reverse  or  serf* 
ous  disappointment,  as  is  quite  usual  in 
that  country. 

When  morning  arrived,  we  had  our  good 
chupe, —  a  common  and  standard  dish  of 
the  Sierra,  consisting  of  potatoes  sliced  down 
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and  boiled  in  water  or  milk,  with  an  ad- 
dition of  eggs,  cheese,  and,  when  verj  nice, 
butter;  but,  on  many  occasions,  espedaliy 
in  Huamalies,  the  traveller  only  gets  yaco- 
chupe,  or  water  chupe,  consisting  merely  of 
potatoes  sliced  and  boiled  in  water,  with  the 
addition  of  a  little  salt,  and  a  leaflet  of  wild 
mint,  if  at  hand,  as  a  useful  antidote  against 
flatulency  and  uneasiness  at  stomach* 

After  we  had  finished  breakfast,  and  found 
our  cattle  in  readiness,  we  were  sorry  to  part 
with  our  agreeable  acquaintance,  whose  pre- 
sence and  influence  furnished  us  with  better 
fare  and  accommodation  than  we  usually  ex- 
perienced on  our  Sierra  journeys.  This  re- 
markable person  was  a  native  of  Quito ;  and 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  his  enterprise 
and  commercial  spirit,  like  all  Quitenos 
we  were  acquainted  with  in  Peru,  he  was 
distinguished  for  his  native  talent  and  in- 
genuity. 

Our  way  now  lay  among  the  ruins  of  an- 
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cient  buildings  and  small  towns^  with  here 
and  there,  along  the  higher  ridges^  some  de- 
tached and  more  stately-looking  architectu* 
ral  remains.  These  relics  of  the  olden  tim^ 
offer  far  finer  samples  of  masonry  than  the 
dry  stone  and  thatched  houses  of  any  modem 
Indian  village.  The  old  line  of  com  munication 
between  Quito  and  Cuzco,  where  we  met  our 
Quitenian  friend  on  the  preceding  day,  is  a 
wonderful  monument  of  rude  art  and  industry. 
This  imperial  road  of  the  Incas  is  still  per- 
fect in  many  parts,  where  the  stones  appear 
well  fitted  and  laid  in  good  order,  the  pave- 
ment rising  above  the  level  of  the  plain,  and 
being  of  a  spacious  breadth.* 

*  When  the  Spaniards  took  possession  of  Peru,  the  mon- 
archy of  the  Incas^  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Indians, 
ascended  to  an  epoch  of  about  four  centuries. 

'*  That  country  had  been,  time  Immemorial,  inhabited  by 
scattered,  rude,  and  savage  tribes,  whose  civilization  originated 
from  the  austral  regions,  among  the  people  who  inhabited  the 
vicinity  of  the  great  lake  of  Titicaca,  in  the  district  of  Callao. 
These  Indians  were  probably  more  warlike,  active,  and  intel- 
ligent than  their  neighbours  ;  and  as  there  is  scarcely  any  peo- 
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We  entered  one  of  the  houses  in  "  Pueblo 
Viejo,**  or  ruins  of  an  old  town  so  called^  by 
the  way-side,  not  far  from  the  celebrated 
ruins  of  the  ancient  city  Leon  de  Huanuco, 
deemed  by  the  natives  as  only  second  to 
Cuzco  —  the  capital  of  the  empire  of  the 
Incas — in  the  wonders  of  its  masonry* 
We  found  the  walls  of  this   house,  except 

pie  who  do  not,  either  from  pride  or  superstition,  trace  them- 
selves to  a  heavenly  origin,  so  did  the  Peruvians  relate,  that 
there  once  suddenly  appeared  among  them  a  man  and  woman, 
whose  aspect,  dress,  and  language  inspired  them  with  wonder 
and  veneration.  He  called  himself  Manco  Capac,  she  Mama 
Oello ;  and  they  proclaimed  themselves  children  of  the  sun, 
whose  worship  and  adoration  they  inculcated." 

"  The  kingdom  remained  in  the  line  of  their  descendants, 
who  were  ever  regarded  as  the  pure  race  of  the  sun ;  the  princes 
marrying  their  sisters,  and  the  offspring  of  these  unions  being 
alone  eligible  to  the  throne.  From  Manco  to  Huayna  Capac 
they  counted  a  succession  of  twelve  princes,  who,  partly  by  per- 
suasion and  partly  by  arms,  extended  their  religion,  dominion, 
and  laws,  through  the  immense  region  which  runs  from  Chili 
to  the  Equator,  gaining  or  subduing  all  the  people  they  en- 
countered, eitlier  in  the  mountains  of  the  Cordilleras,  or  on  the 
plains  of  the  coast.  The  Inca  who  most  extended  the  empire 
was  Topa  Yapanqui,  who  carried  his  conquests  southward  as  far 
as  Chili, and  on  the  north  to  Quito ;  although,  according  to  most 
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where  defaced  by  the  mischievous  hands  of 
man,  quite  entire,  and  one  angle  of  the 
building  had  yet  retained  the  roof.  The 
windows  were  small,  but  the  outer  door 
of  good  size.  The  walls  were  as  perpen* 
dicular  as  plumb  and  line  in  our  days 
could  make  them,  though  two  stories  high. 
These  walls  were  built  with  small  stones, 
mostly   flags;    and    between   them  a  thin 

authors,  it  was  not  he  who  conquered  the  latter  province^  but 
his  sou  Huayna  Capac,  the  most  powerful,  wealthy,  and  able  of 
all  the  Peruvian  princes/' 

*'  In  his  reign  were  established,  or  greatly  perfected,  three 
grand  mediums  of  communication,  necessary  to  provinces  so 
distant  and  various,—- the  use  of  a  general  dialect,  the  establish- 
ment of  posts  for  the  prompt  conveyance  of  intelligence,  and 
lastly,  the  two  great  roads  which  extend  from  Cuzco  to  Quito,  a 
distance  of  more  than  five  hundred  leagues.  Of  these  two  roads 
one  passes  over  the  Sierras,  the  other  crosses  the  plains,  and 
both  were  provided,  at  proper  and  convenient  distances,  with 
lodgings  or  quarters,  which  were  called  tambos,  whei'e  the  mon- 
arch, his  court,  and  army,  even  though  amounting  to  twenty 
or  thirty  thousand  men,  might  find  rest  and  refreshment,  and 
even  renew,  if  necessary,  their  arms  and  apparel.'' —  See  pages 
158-161  of  the  interesting  work  entitled,  '^  Lives  of  Balboa 
and  Pizarro,  from  the  Spanish  of  Don  Manuel  Josef  Quintanau" 
by  Mrs.  Hodson. 
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layer  of  mud  or  clay  cement.  There  were, 
within,  stone  partitions  rising  to  the  level 
of  the  outward  walls,  making  the  compart- 
ments of  the  house  so  confined  that  the 
roof  was  easily  laid  on  by  long  and  broad 
flags  projecting  from  the  sides,  on  which 
they  were  steadied  by  a  top-:weight,  and, 
meeting  at  the  centre,  were  so  adjusted  as 
to  render  the  closing  of  the  roof  perfect. 
The  same  appeared  to  have  been  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  floor  of  the  second  story 
had  been  laid.  At  the  roof,  the  flags 
were  observed  to  shoot  forwards  to  some 
extent  outside  the  wall,  doubtless  with  a 
view  to  preserve  a  perfect  equilibrium, — as 
we  have  frequently  seen  on  the  smaller 
houses  of  ancient  Indian  architecture,  which 
abound  near  the  village  of  Ambo  on  the 
heights  of  Andaguaylla.  The  lofty  and  wea- 
ther-worn peaks  of  this  estate  go  to  form  the 
ridge  of  the  eastern  Cordillera,  where  the 
path  from  these  summits  descends  towards 
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the  pueblo  of  Yaramarca  on  the  verge  <£ 
the  Montana,  known  in  regal  times  as  the 
asylum  of  the  fugitire  criminal. 

This  hacienda,  partaking  of  the  climate  of 
the  torrid  and  frigid  zones^  and  consisting  of 
successive  table-lands  and  steep  hills,   has 
frigid   summits    and    ever-blooming    dales. 
Its  lakes  of  Rumichaca,  so  named  because 
their  waters  escape  under  a  natural  bridge 
of  rock ;  its  Indian  moats  and  fortifications 
on  the  heights  of  Rucrun^  and  the  ruins  of 
which  we  have  just  made  mention ;  its  woods 
of  alder  and  perejil ;  its  bamboo  thickets^ 
numerous  dingles,  and  silvery  waterfalls ;   its 
rapacious  puma ;  its  herds  of  deer ;  its  nar^ 
row  pathways  and   slippery  pastures,  from 
whence    the  grazing  ox  so  often   rolls    to 
the    fathomless    ravine,-^ are    still   present 
to    our    mind     in     one    group,    with    the 
lovely  conjunction  of  the  cultivated  vales  of 
Huacar  and  Huaylas,  and  the  watery  cross 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  their  respeo 
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tire  streamsi  where  the  river  of  Huanuco 
commences  its  gently  winding  course.  All 
these  crowd  into  our  retrospect,  as  they  are 
▼iewed  by  the  imagination  in  one  splendid 
landscape  from  the  commanding  eminences 
oi  this  fine  estate,  in  contrast  with  all  the 
boundless  mountain- scenery  stretching  to  the 
west. 

Of  the  houses  of  the  Gentiles^  as  the  na* 
tives  usually  call  the  antiquated  buildings 
we  would  wish  to  describe,  (and  in  the 
hiding-nooks  oif  which  treasure  is  some- 
times found,)  the  roof  is  rounded  or  finish- 
ed off  by  stones  and  clay  or  earth,  so  as 
to  throw  over  the  heavy  rains  that  at  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  fall  in  these  places. 
This  species  of  building,  as  it  needed  no 
timber,  was  naturally  recommended  in  frigid 
woodless  plains  and  almost  inaccessible  hill- 
tops, such  as  abound  in  the  Sierra  or  moun- 
tain-land of  Peru ;  but  in  situations  like  An- 
daguaylla,   where   wood   surrounds  the  old 
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Indian  houses,  they  could  only  adhere  to  this 
form  of  building,  on  account  of  their  higher 
perfection  in  masonry  than  carpentry,  which 
required  the  use  of  tools  and  art  that  they 
evidently  did  not  possess. 

In  the  temperate  climate  of  Tarma,  situ- 
ated in  the  centre  of  the  Andes  in  an  east* 
north-east  direction  from  Lima,  where  the 
houses  are  generally  tiled,  and  the  better 
sorts  of  them  neatly  floored  with  gypsum 
or  stucco-plaster,  the  older  houses  are  still 
seen  covered  in  with  mud  or  red  brick-clay, 
underlaid  and  supported  with  strong  timbers 
and  a  coat  of  cane  or  wattling.  The  most 
antiquated  of  these  roofs  are  made  with  a 
very  slight  declivity,  with  outlets  like  a  ship's 
scuttle-holes  at  the  most  pending  angles,  so 
as  to  give  free  exit  to  the  rain  when  it  falls 
heavily.  The  wall  of  this  description  of 
house  they  raise  a  foot  or  two  higher  than 
the  roof,  so  as  to  give  the  latter  the  appear- 
ance of  a  little  inclined  plane  and  enclosure  ; 
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and  they  leave  triangular  holes,  like  those  of 
a  dove-house,  in  this  little  parapet;  within 
which,  when  the  rains  have  passed  away, 
and  the  crops  are  housed,  the  peasants  stow 
peas,  beans,  and  maize,  until,  by  direct  ex- 
posure to  a  bright  sun,  these  articles  are 
so  dried  up  as  to  be  unhusked  without 
trouble  or  loss.*  Tarma  is  the  favourite 
place  of  resort  of  sickly  persons  from  diflFer- 
ent  parts,  especially  Lima,  and  the  rigor- 
ous climate  at  the  mineral  works  of  Yauli, 
whence  the  rheumatic  miners,  after  their 
own  hot  springs  fail  to  cure  them,  flock 
to  the  Estrada,  or  to  the  ball  and  tertulia 
of  the  blooming  Tarmenians.  All  its  peace- 
ful inhabitants  are  agriculturists  ;  and  most- 
ly all  the  resident  families  emigrate  during 
harvest-time  to  little  farms  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  pretty  Cerrano  town,  which  is  con- 
sidered   onie    of  the    most    agreeable    and 

*  To  separate  nvbeat  and  barley  from  the  ear,  it  is  custo- 
mary to  tread  the  grain  by  oxen  or  young  cattle. 
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civilized  in  all  the  Sierra^  and  wherein 
the  better  classes,  even  as  in  the  provin* 
cial  towns  on  the  coast,  desire  to  adopt 
the  manners  of  the  capital  as  their  stand* 
ard.  Near  Tarma  is  a  beautifiil  cascade^  and 
many  peach  and  apple  orchards,  with  lanes 
lined  with  poplars,  and  perfumed  with  wild 
mint  and  many  sweet  and  fragrant  flowers 
in  the  wet  season,  when  its  hills  are  verdant> 
its  air  pure,  and  its  people  joyful.  The  po- 
pulation of  the  town  and  suburbs  is  esti- 
mated at  eight  thousand;  yet  with  all  the 
sickness  to  which,  notwithstanding  the 
general  salubrity  of  its  climate,  so  lai^e 
a  population  as  that  of  Tarma  must  be 
subjected,  this  retreat  of  convalescents  from 
the  coast  and  mineral  districts  is  with- 
out a  medical  adviser  of  any  consideration, 
except  when  chance  throws  among  them  one 
of  the  faculty  of  Lima,  himself  a  confirmed 
invalid,  or  only  in  a  state  of  recovery  from 
consumption  or  spitting  of  blood. 
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When  the  people. of  Tarma  have  put  the 
seed  into  the  ground,  they  usually  occupy  an 
entire  month  in  mutual  visiting  and  festivity ; 
and  they  say  of  their  neighbours  of  Jauja 
(eight  leagues  to  the  south  of  them),  whose 
rejoicing  is  at  harvest-home,  that  they  distrust 
Providence,  while  they  themselves  piously 
rejoice  and  rest  their  hope  in  the  Giver  of 
their  harvest ;  hence,  they  infer  the  wheat 
crops  of  the  Jaujinos  (whose  granaries  are  in 
favourable  years  the  most  plentifully  stored 
in  all  Peru)  are  often  blighted  and  frosted, 
while  the  Tarmenian  barley  always  flourishes. 
We  would  not  quarrel  with  these  contented 
people  for  the  moral  of  this  anecdote  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  neighbours ;  but  we  wish 
they  would  themselves  make  better  use  of 
their  advantages,  and  prepare  good  barley* 
bread,  of  which  they  know  not  the  use,  in- 
stead of  depending  upon  others  for  their  flour 
and  wheat,  —  for  never  did  we  eat  such 
bad   bread,   made    of  putrid   flour,   as   we 
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did  in  Tarma.  Perhaps  the  immediately 
preceding  visitation  of  an  armed  foroe 
might  have  been  the  occasion  of  so  bad 
a  bread-market.  But  we  can  recommend 
their  quails,  too  soon  fatigued  to  escape  by 
flight,  and  therefore  taken  by  dogs  and 
unarmed  Indians;  and  their  pine  apples, 
and  coffee  from  the  near  Montana  and  haci- 
enda of  Vitoc,  are  both  very  good,  the  lat- 
ter excellent. 

The  centre  land  of  Peru  abounds  in 
streams  and  mountain  torrents,  subject  at 
certain  periods  to  sudden  and  tumultuous 
swells  from  the  bursting  of  heavy  thunder- 
clouds and  continued  pouring  rain,  or  pelt-* 
ing  hail  and  thick  nocturnal  snow-falls, 
which  quickly  melt  before  the  shining  sun, 
and  fill  the  rivers  to  inundation.  The  con- 
sequence  of  this  is,  that  though  the  weather 
may  soon  after  become  so  fair  and  shower- 
less as  to  invite  the  traveller  to  proceed  on 
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Us  journey,  yet  every  now  and  then  he  may 
have  deep  rivers  or  foaming  ravines  to  cross, 
where  bridges  of  some  sort  become  indis- 
pensable. 

When  the  indigenous  race  in  former  times 
had  to  pass  any  river  on  their  route,  their 
engineers  supplied,  as  best  they  could,  the 
wants  of  science  by  that  natural  sagacity 
which  belongs  to  their  living  posterity. 
When  their  particular  course  allowed,  they 
placed  their  simple  bridge  near  the  origin 
of  the  stream,  or  outlet  of  the  lake  whence 
it  happened  to  flow ;  as  we  see  at  the  lakes 
of  Lauricocha  and  Pomacocha.  As  the 
waters  of  the  lake  can  never  rise  many  feet 
above  the  usual  level,  the  purpose  of  a  more 
scientific  bridge  is  served  by  the  Indian 
method  of  laying  down  large  stones  at  short 
intervals  from  bank  to  bank ;  and,  as  these 
stones  rise  high  above  the  surface  of  the 
water,  they  serve  as  pillars  or  supporters. 
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over  which  are  laid  transversely  large  flags, 
that  form  an  even  and  safe  path  for  the 
passage  of  men  and  cattle.  At  the  plac^ 
mentioned^  the  single  stones,  too  wide  apart 
for  stepping-stones,  are  still  to  be  seen  firm 
in  their  places  ;  though  the  transverse  flags« 
probably  removed  by  human  hands,  are  no 
longer  found ;  at  least,  at  Pomacocha  not 
a  vestige  of  them  remains. 

A  more  ingenious  bridge  of  ancient  in- 
vention, and  still  used  in  Peru,  is  the  swing 
or  soga  bridge.  It  is  made  by  ropes  twined 
from  the  pliable  bejuco,  twigs  of  willow,  or 
any  other  flexible  and  vegetable  filaments; 
and  these  are  well  secured  at  the  ends  on 
the  opposite  banks  of  the  water :  on  these, 
bundles  of  maguey  leaves,  broom,  or  other 
long-branched  and  yielding  shrubs,  are  laid 
crosswise,  and  bound  very  closely  and  firm- 
ly by  tough  ligaments  or  slips  of  the  ma- 
guey leaf  ("cabuia"),  which  answer  as  well 
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as  the  best  cordage.  In  this  way  the  bridge 
k  made  of  sufficient  breadth  for  foot-pas- 
sengers ;  and  a  hand-rope  runs  along  each 
side  of  it,  by  which  the  traveller  can 
steady  himself  while  walking  across,  A 
specimen  of  this  sort  is  the  soga  bridge  of 
modern  Huanuco.  At  Oroya  also,  over  the 
river  Jauja,  is  a  very  strong  one  of  this  kind 
for  cargo-mules  to  cross  upon.  1'he  ropes, 
or  rather  cables^  extending  from  bank  to 
bank,  are  made  of  bullock's  hide;  and  the 
cross-bars,  bound  down  with  thongs,  are  of 
squared  pieces  of  wood,  and  broad  enough 
to  allow  the  animals  to  pass  with  confidence. 
As  this  bridge  is  kept  up  at  unusual  expense, 
and  situated  on  the  post-road  to  the  interior, 
we  paid  toll  at  it  for  passing  our  saddle- 
beasts.  The  rope  or  swing-bridge  is  very 
convenient  where  the  river  is  too  broad  to 
be  spanned  by  any  trees  to  be  found  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  but  where  the  stream 
is   not    much    too    wide    to   be   crossed  by 
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long  treet  and  beams,  of  which  the  tempe- 
rate  altitudes  afford  appropriate  inatmals  in 
the  wood  known  by  the  name  of  pergil 
or  roble^  the  natives  manage  to  form  a 
strong  and  pretty  durable  bridge,  by  con- 
structing a  large  and  massy  stone  breast- 
work on  each  side  the  water.  In  these 
bulwarks  they  fix  strong  timbers,  wluch  are 
made  to  project  over  the  stream  as  far  as 
may  be  required,  while  the  larger  portion 
of  the  same  timbers  is  oovered  by  a  heavy 
weight  of  stones  and  earth :  a  tree  of  ordi- 
nary length  is  found  sufficient  to  ov^lay 
the  centre  of  the  water ;  as,  thus  placed,  it 
rests  its  ends  on  the  projecting  timbers 
already  well  secured  in  the  midst  of  the 
masonry  at  the  opposite  banks.  These, 
the  most  common  of  all  Peruvian  bridges, 
are  constructed  and  kept  in  repair  by  order 
of  the  prefect  of  each  department,  who  issues 
the  same  to  sub-prefects  or  governors  of 
provinces;    and   these  again    send  out  the 
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^f         wtire    community   of  adjacent   villages    to 
l<:  work  under  the  direction  of  their  respective 

alcaldes  and  regidores. 

There  yet  remains  a  very  curious  and 
portable  bridge  to  be  maitioned,  now  fali- 
inig  ioto  disuse,  but  of  which  a  specimen 
may  be  yet  jseen  at  Viroy,  on  the  river  Hu- 
aear,  in  the  department  of  Juniu :  this 
antique  relic  is  named  "^  Guaro/'  It  is  con-r 
structed  by  extending  a  single  strong  lasso 
from  one  side  of  the  stream  to  the  other, 
which  is  well  secured  to  the  trunk  of  a  tree^ 
or  any  such  fixture,  on  the  opposite  banks : 
from  this  a  leathern  bag,  not  unlike  in  ap- 
pearance to  a  canvass  draw-bucket  used 
aboard  ship,  is  suspended,  so  as  to  run  easily 
on  the  lasso ;  the  passenger  sits  in  the  bag, 
and  slides  himself  quietly  across.  Bridges  of 
this  description  are  said  to  have  been  exceed- 
ingly useful  to  the  Montonera,  or  irregular 
patriot  troops,  during  the  late  war  that  ended 
tn  the  separation  of  Peru  from  Spain. 
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Another  contrivance  for  passing  lakes 
and  rivers  in  the  Andes  is  the  *' balsa,"  a 
very  small  canoe  made  of  rushes.  Its  sur- 
face is  level ;  and  when  the  paddler  and 
only  one  passenger  steady  themselves  upon 
it,  the  canoe  is  pressed  down  into  the  wa- 
ter to  within  about  an  inch  or  two  of  its 
surface, —  so,  at  least,  was  the  only  one  we 
had  occasion  to  enter ;  as,  upon  a  journey 
during  the  floods  of  the  wet  season,  we 
swam  our  cattle,  and  crossed  ourselves  in 
a  balsa  of  rushes  over  the  river  of  San 
Juan,  on  the  plains  of  Bombon,  near  Pasco. 

The  water-courses  of  the  ancient  Peru- 
vians are  traced  along  the  chasms  of  rocks 
and  sides  of  arid  eminences  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  coast,  and  in  the  dry  intermediate 
glens.  These  aqueducts  sometimes  appear 
marvellously  constructed  among  the  most 
rugged  crags,  and  in  some  points  are  rais- 
ed to  an   astonishing  elevation.     They  are 

« 

reared  from  very  slender  foundations  here 
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1^,  and  there  among  the  now  receding^  now 
.  approaching,  shelves  of  the  rocks  and 
cliffs.  These  piles  of  irregular  mason- 
work  are  fabricated  with  small  and  thin 
stones,  or  light  flags,  leaning  upon  every 
favourable  projection  along  the  steep  against 
the  front  of  which  the  fabric  rises;  and 
all  the  works  thus  constructed  are  so 
solidly  and  closely  united,  that  after  the 
lapse  of  ages,  and  in  the  land  of  earth- 
quakes too,  they  are  still  in  numberless 
instances  nearly  perfect. 

One  of  the  most  striking  of  these  aque- 
ducts is  about  eight  leagues  from  Lima,  on 
the  low  road  to  Alcacota  by  Caballeros,  on  a 
high  rocky  acclivity,  along  the  base  of  which 
runs  the  road,  close  by  the  winding  of  the 
river  Chillon  or  Carabaillo,  which  descends 
from  the  Cordillera,  by  Obrajillo.  It  is  also 
very  usual  in  the  temperate  valleys,  where 
the  hills  are  flanked  with  soil,  and  clothed 
in  vegetation,  to   meet  here  and  there  the 
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ruins  of  small  villages  with  fites  of  sncces* 
sively  rising  platforms  on  the  hollow  side 
of  a  hill.  These  tiers  of  artificial  flats,  or 
gardens,  are  generally  only  a  few  yard*  in 
breadth;  but  in  length  greater  or  less,  in 
proportion  to  the  dimensions  of  the  seml^ 
circular  sweep  of  the  recess  c^apabte  of  cnl-* 
tivation. 

In  rearing  up  and  donstracting  these  gar- 
dens the  one  above  the  other,  like  the  pews  in 
the  gallery  of  a  church  or  boxes  in  a  theatre^ 
the  ancient  Indian  must  have  begilii  his  work 
by  erecting  a  stone  waD  on  the  lower  part  ef 
the  slope,  or  more  even  ground,  that  formed 
the  base  of  the  series;  and,  as  it  was  in 
process  of  rising  to  the  desired  he%ht,  the 
earth  must  have  been  scraped  down  fVom 
the  side  of  the  acclivity^  to  fill  up  the  space 
thus  partitioned  off  into  a  level  bank  or 
platform :  then,  behind  this  first  level  was 
liaised  another  stony  partition,  and!  more 
earth  again  scraped  down ;  and  so  on  sue* 
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cessively,  till  the  uppermost  and  last  tier  of 
these  little  and  tasteful  gardens  was  com- 
pleted.* 

By  such  means  these  industrious  natives 
always  preserved  deep  soil,  which  they 
might  dig  up  and  turn  over  at  pleasure, 
bringing  a  new  surface  of  earth  to  yield  a 
new  crop  without  necessity  of  manure ; 
and  by  the  same  contrivance  they  preserv- 
ed from  the  washings  of  the  frequent  and 
heavy  rains,  the  treasure  of  vegetable  loam 
which  they  thus  so  laboriously  and  patiently 
amassed. 

As  we  descend  from  the  inner  regions  of 
the  country,  and  get  down  among  the  arid 
and  paked  granite  mountains  near  the 
coast,  we  see  the  ruins  of  Pagan  dwellings 
showing  themselves  in  the  crevices  of  the 
rocks,  where  no  plant  is  seen  on  the  waste 

*  The  Indian  gardens  on  the  hills  of  the  Sierra  are  by  the 
Spaniards  called  Andenes,  whence  Andes. 
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land,  save  a  few  scattered  cacti,  and  no 
moving  creature  except  the  lizard  that 
basks,  and  the  kite  that  waits  its  motions, 
on  the  crumbling  ruins  and  circumjacent 
blocks  which  have  been  rolled  from  their 
original  seats  on  the  face  of  the  steep.  And 
as  we  approach  still  nearer  the  capital^  where 
Glen  Rimac  unfolds  its  wide  and  fertile 
acres  of  deep  alluvial  soil,  we  see  that  this 
goodly  land,  when  denied  water,  puts  on  a 
look  of  desert  sterility ;  but  that  it  only  re- 
quires irrigation — it  needs  no  manure — to 
yield  productive  sugar-cane,  and  to  throw 
forth  choice  lucern  and  Indian  com,  that 
waves  above  the  head  of  the  overseer  as  he 
passes  on  horseback  through  the  fields,  su- 
perintending labourers. 

As  we  enter  these  plains,  susceptible  of  in- 
definite improvement  and  vast  returns,  we 
are  everywhere  surrounded  with  the  ves- 
tiges of  antiquity,  particularly  with  the 
ruins  of  guacas,  that  at  a  distance  look  like 
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little  hills  or  knolls  scattered  over  the  open 
plains ;  but  we  think  that  they  were  once 
used  as  so  many  tombs  of  the  Sun-worship- 
pers of  the  land.  In  some  of  these  moulder-* 
ing  monuments  there  are  yet  to  be  found  in- 
ternal chambers  or  sepulchral  vaults,  entered 
by  very  narrow  openings ;  and,  from  these 
labyrinths,  mummies,  cloths  of  different  co- 
lours, various  domestic  utensils,  and  sacred 
figures  and  idols,  have  been  not  unfrequently 
extracted.  We  have  in  our  possession  a  neat 
silver  idol  in  the  figure  of  an  Inca,  with  a 
llama  of  the  same  material  and  workman* 
ship,  procured  from  a  guaca,  and  presented 
to  us  by  our  friend  the  Rev.  Dr.  Don  Lucas 
Pellicer,  an  eminent  and  classical  Limeno, 
of  whose  merits  as  a  scholar  and  patriotic 
statesman  his  country  feels  justly  proud. 
Many  other  curious  relics  of  an  ancient 
people  are  dug  out  from  the  same  edifices,  of 
which  the  assiduous  Don  Mariano  Rivero 
has   made    the   most    extensive    and    inte- 
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resting  collection  which  is  now  extant  in 
Peru;  and  with  correct  drawings  and  de* 
scriptions  of  these  he  has,  for  some  time  back, 
proposed  to  favour  the  public,  and  to  enrich 
the  history  of  his  native  country. 

The  tombs  from  which  relics  of  this  kind 
are  usually  taken  are  not,  however,  con- 
fined to  the  neighbourhood  of  Lima,  Trux- 
illo,  or  the  coast  in  general,  where  their  struc- 
ture of  moulded  earth  and  sun^burnt  clay 
is  best  preserved  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  rain.  Such  remains  are  still  seen  in  some 
parts  of  the  Sierra  ;  and  in  speaking  of  the 
guacas,  (which  he  conceives  to  have  been 
temples)  in  his  **  Historia  natural  y  moral 
de  las  Indias,"  vol.  ii.  p.  128,  Acosta  tells 
us    that    •*  there    were    in    Cuzco*     more 

•  Cuzco,  situate  in  latitude  13®  32'  20"  S.  in  a  cool  and 
bracing  climate,  in  the  midst  of  a  valley,  between  the  eastern 
and  western  chains  of  Cordillera,  has  in  its  vicinity  warm  and 
fertile  ravines  or  glens.  It  is  said  to  have  been  founded  by 
Manco  Capac^  the  first  Inca,  in  the  middle  of  the  eleventh 
century;  and  Francis  Pizarro  took  possession  of  it,  in  the 
name  of  Charles  I.  King  of  Castile,  on  the  13th  March  1534. 
In  the  year  1590,  this  celebrated  capital  of  the  old  Peruvian 
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than  four  hundred  temples  of  idols,  looked 
upon  as  sacred  earth,  and  all  places  were 
full  of  mysteries.  As  they"  (the  Incas) 
"  went  on  with  their  conquests,  so  they 
introduced  their  own  guacas  and  rites 
into  all  that  state.  The  Great  Being  whom 
they  adored  was  the  Viracocha  Pachayachic, 
who  is  the  Creator  of  the  world ;  and  after 
him  the  Sun ;  and  thus  they  said  that  the 
Sun,  like  all  the  other  guacas,  received  vir- 
tue and  being  from  the  Creator,  and  that 
they  were  intercessors  with  him/* 

empire  suffered  from  a  violent  earthquake,  which  ruined  a 
great  part  of  its  ancient  monuments.  The  architecture  of  the 
great  Temple  of  the  Sun,  and  fortress,  close  to  the  city,  still  ex- 
hibit a  different  style  of  masonry  from  that  which  we  have 
described  above,  and  is  most  usual  in  the  Sierra  of  Peru, 
where  there  are  numerous  ruins  of  villages  and  tambos,  con-> 
structed  with  stone  of  very  ordinary  size.  But,  at  Cuzco,  the 
ruins  of  the  temple  and  fortress  yet  remaining  are  formed  of 
stones  of  vast  magnitude,  and  of  irregular  shapes;  yet,  so 
exactly  are  they  adjusted,  that  no  void,  or  cement,  is  visible  at 
their  points  of  junction. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Journey  from  Lima  to  Pasco  by  Obrajillo.  ~  Diversity  of  air 
and  dimatc^-Cantay  a  locality  favourable  to  consumptive  indi- 
viduals.— Obngillo,  residence  of  muleteers.  —  Relay  of  mules, 
and  payment  in  advance.—  Cultivation  and  crops. —  Ascent 
to  and  pass  of  the  Cordillera^— Veta,  or  Cordillera  sickness. 
— Indian  hut. — Muleteers'  lodgings  on  the  Puna. — Wallay. — 
Dtesmo.-»Pasco. 


We  left  Lima  about  noon,  and  rode 
along  a  broad  and  stony  road-way  by  the 
skirts  of  the  hills,  now,  in  the  month  of 
January,  dry  and  sterile  masses  of  soil 
and  rock.  To  our  left  extended  the  fine 
but  neglected  valley  of  Chillon,  once  highly 
cultivated,  and  susceptible  of  rich  improve- 
ment. We  passed  several  Indian  edifices, 
constructed  of  mud  cast  in  huge  moulds, 
which  yet  in   some  degree   preserve    their 
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fbrmsj  notwithstanding  the  ravages  com- 
mitted upon  them  by  time  and  earthquakes. 
These  always  appear  above  the  level  of  ir- 
rigated land,  as  if  intended  wisely  to  avoid 
the  reach  of  marsh  effluvia,  so  eminently 
pernicious  to  the  health  of  the  aborigines. 

We  arrived  in  good  time  at  Caballeros, 
distant  six  leagues  from  Lima,  and  slept 
very  soundly,  in  defiance  of  the  ceaseless 
barking  of  dogs,  tinkling  of  mules'  bells,  and 
noisy  chattering  of  negroes.  On  the  morn- 
ing following  we  started  at  an  early  hour, 
with  a  hope  that  before  the  sun  came  out  in 
his  strength  we  might  get  over  the  parched 
ground  of  the  Rio-Seco.  From  the  heights 
of  this  hill-bound  recess,— rso  dreary  to  the 
eye,  gloomy  to  the  imagination,  and  every- 
where strewed  with  blanched  bones  and 
skeletons  of  wearied,  foundered,  and  fa- 
mished animals,  left  here  to  perish, — there 
opens  suddenly  and  at  once  on  the  travel- 
ler's  delighted   vision   an   unexpected  view 
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of  the  irrigated  enclosures  of  the  village  of 
Yanga,  dose  to  the  winding  river^  whose 
banks  are  clothed  in  vivid  verdure,  and  gar- 
nished with  trees  always  shady  and  ever- 
green. 

From  this  cheering  eminence^  in  times 
of  the  greatest  misrule,  the  traveller  can 
indulge  in  the  delightful  feeling  of  secu- 
rity, as  he  casts  a  backward  glance  over 
the  dark  furnace  of  the  Rio  Seco,  so  ap- 
propriate for  the  infernal  deeds  of  banditti 
for  which  it  is  celebrated,  and  then  de- 
scends in  good  spirits  to  Alcacota  and 
Yanga,  congratulating  himself  on  having 
got  safely  through  a  desdate  and  perilous 
route,  where  wayfarers  are  often  plunder- 
ed and  abused,  and,  when  they  offer  ineffi- 
cient resistance,  sacrificed  and  murdered. 

Two  leagues  higher  than  Yanga  are  the 
church  and  ruins  of  Santa  Rosa  de  Quive, 
overlooking  the  only  habitable  house  of  this 
stage,  (a  sort  of  tambo  or  tavern,)  by  the 
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nSa^'  batiks    of  a    mountain    torrent  which    de- 

•,  ^  scends  to  join  the  main  river  of  the  ralley, 

iD(jf  from  the  high  bilk  on  the  right,  through 

i^  an  intersecting  ravine.     In  the  arid  season 

on  the  upland,  it  is  nearly  dried  up;  but, 
^  in  the  wet,  its  turbid  waters   roll  with  im- 

,f(^  petuous    course,    hurling    immense    round 

50  stones    along    their    channel,   and    sending 

0  forth    sounds    that    may  be   heard  by  the 

traveller  at  the  tambo, — telling  him  he  can- 
not ford  the  stream  till  the  river  lowers, 
but  must  cross  a  bad  bridge  of  pieces  of 
timber  with  some  earth  and  sticks,  laid 
over  a  narrow  part  of  the  ravine,  consider* 
ably  higher  up  than  the  usual  ford. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  this  stream  is 
Santa  Rosa;  here  are  several  houses  over- 
looking a  small  wooded  plain  between  it 
and  the  main  river,  where  men  are  always 
employed  in  cutting  and  charring  wood, 
which  is  sent  to  Lima,  fourteen  leagues  dis- 
tant.    The  disease   which  the   natives  call 
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UtOf  a  species  of  cancer  well  known  among 
chimney-sweeps  in  England^  prevails  in  this 
place.  We  have  also  seen  here  the  most 
severe  ague,  originating  at  the  season  when 
it  rains  in  the  hills  of  the  Cordillera  (for 
here  it  never  rains),  and  when  the  torrent 
aUuded  to  inundates,  and  overspreads  with 
large  stones,  sand,  and  slime,  the  flat  ground 
near  its  disemboguement. 

Four  leagues  higher  up  than  Santa  Rosa 
is  a  place  called  Yaso,  once  a  flourishing 
hacienda,  with  a  garden  where  lucumas, 
pacays,  guayavas,  and  sour  oranges  are  still 
seen ;  but  where,  in  place  of  a  flourishing 
estate,  there  are  now  but  a  few  huts  of  cane 
and  hurdles,  partially  bedaubed  with  mud, 
and  furnished  with  open  corridors,  under 
which  the  muleteers  and  travellers  stretch 
themselves  to  sleep :  but  as  lucern  is  scarce, 
and  as  there  is  no  natural  pasture,  few  choose 
to  pass  the  night  here ;  though  many  call 
for  a  glass  of  chicha,  or  country  beer  made 
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from  maize,  to  quench  their  thirst  while 
resting  here  at  noon^  when  the  sun  is  re- 
flected powerfully  from  the  towering  and 
naked  hills  around. 

The  river  water  being  always  turbid  in 
time  of  inland  rains,  the  traveller  is  tempted 
to  drink  of  a  pure  and  crystalline  stream 
that  here  issues  from  the  rock;  but  the 
good-natured  inmate  of  some  wretched  hut 
warns  him  of  his  danger,  and  assures  him, 
if  he  drink  that  w;ater,  he  will  be  seized 
with  the  severe  disease  called  verugas,  or 
a  painful  warty  eruption,  peculiar  to  certain 
quebradas  ;  and  Yaso,  it  may  be  kept  in 
mind,  is  one  of  the  localities  subject  to  this 
sore  visitation.  A  couple  of  leagues  still 
higher  up  the  "  quebrada,"  or  glen,  is  the  rest- 
ing-place— Huaramayo;  a  little  green  spot, 
with  a  few  neat  huts  surrounded  with  plots 
of  lucern,  and  many  rugged  fragments  from 
the  neighbouring  steeps. 

We  observed  that  one  of  these   humble 
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dwellings,  made  of  miid»  cane^  and  wicker,  ] 

was  thatched  with  a  sort  of  Uving  lichen ; 
a  simple  style  of  architectmre^  which  of 
itself  tells  us  that  here  the  dimate  is  still 
dry  and  warm,  and  the  phtce  shekeced  from 
rude  winds  or  storms. 

We  have  seen  the  cottager,  who  occupied 
the  hot  immediately  at  the  fioot  of  the  ardu- 
ous ascent  wfaidi  here  commences,  look  with 
indescribable  complacency  as  we,  from  his 
little  corridor,  gazed  up  in  admiration  at  | 

beholding  the  rain  pour  in  torrents  a  few 
hundred  yards  above  us,  while  his  own  snog  i 

retreat  was  hardly  reached  by  a  gentle  sprink- 
ling, which  a  Limenian  would  call  '^  agua  ben-^ 
dita^  or  holy  water,  which  imparted  softness 
and  salubrity  to  the  air,  and  gare  longevity 
to  the  aged  inmate  of  the  cottage. 

This  now  bent  and  year-worn,  but  still 
active  and  lively  octogenarian,  was  in  his 
youth  a  shoemaker  in  Lima ;  and  being 
attacked  with  haemoptysis,    or  spitting   of 


AN  OCTOGENARIAN.  259 

bloody  and  pronounced  incurable  by  the 
doctors^  he  sought  for  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  change  of  climate,  and  found, 
after  repeated  trials,  that  as  often  as 
he  returned  to  Lima  his  disease  of  the 
lungs  was  renewed,  but  again  removed  as 
often  as  he  arrived  at  this  elfin  abode, 
twenty  leagues  from  the  capital.  For  these 
good  reasons  he  resolved  to  settle  here,  a 
ftvoured  site  where  even  ague  is  unknown ; 
and  had,  when  we  saw  him,  already  attained 
a  ripe  yet  energetic  old  age. 

Were  this  spot  a  spacious  plain  like 
Glen-Rimac,  enjoying  the  climate  which 
it  now  does,  it  would  be  as  calm  and 
bright  and  beauteous  as  a  druidical  para- 
dise, and  we  might  even  conceive  how 
man  might  live  in  such  a  climate  and 
on  such  a  soil  to  an  antediluvian  mea- 
sure of  years. 

From  Yanga  to  Huaramayo,  the  glen 
through  which  lies  the  road  to  Cerro  Pasco 
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by  Canta  is  extremely  Barrow  and  confined, 
except  at  Santa  Rosa,  where  it  is  somewhat 
more  open.  The  way  often  recedes  from, 
though  it  is  generally  in  sight  of,  the  bed  of 
the  river ;  and  is  bound  in  on  each  side  by 
lofty  and  sterile  granite  mountains,  which, 
on  the  left  side  of  the  river  as  we  ascend, 
are  frequently  intersected  with  narrow,  per- 
pendicular  veins  that  arise  from  the  level 
of  the  water  to  the  very  summit  of  the 
mountain,  and,  from  the  road,  present  a 
ferruginous  appearance,  suggesting  the  idea 
of  grand  conductors  of  the  electric  fluid. 
It  is  only  by  continued  irrigation  that  the 
few  patches  and  strips  of  soil,  which  at 
this  distance  here  and  there  relieve  the 
tedium  of  a  rugged  way,  are  compelled  to 
throw  forth  their  vegetable  luxuriance. 

At  Huaramayo  the  temperature  is  inter- 
mediate between  that  of  Sierra  and  the  coast ; 
and,  as  in  the  warm  inland  valleys  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  Andes,  so  here,  in  a  region  of  cor- 


THE   TREE»  MOtLE.  261 

responding  benignancy  on  the  western  accli- 
vity of  the  same  great  mountain  pile,  we 
have  the  tree  caUed  moUe^  or  mulli,  in  abun- 
dance along  the  river's  edge.  This  tree  is 
much  prized  as  fuel ;  and  the  sugar-refiners 
of  the  interior  use  the  ashes  from  it,  in  pre- 
ference to  those  from  any  other  wood,  on 
account  of  their  higher  alkaline  properties, 
and  consequent  efficiency  in  purifying  the 
cane  juice  while  being  boiled  down  to  a 
proper  consistence  to  be  cast  in  moulds^ 
The  Inca  tribe,  as  we  learn  from  Garcilaso 
de  la  Vega,*  made  a  highly  valued  and  me- 
dicinal beer,  which  some  of  the  Indians  of 
the  interior  still  occasionally  prepare,  from 
the  clusters  of  small-grained  fruit  that  hang 
gracefully  and  abundantly  from  this  pretty 
tree.  We  have  said  that  the  climate  here 
corresponds  to  that  of  the  warm  central 
valleys  of  the  Andes ;  but  though  analogous 

*  Commentarios  Reales  de  los  Incas^  lib.  viii.  cap.  xii. 
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in  several  respects,  jet  there  is  this  maii^ed 
difference,  that   at   Huaramayo,   and   other 
headlands  like   Huaramayo,  as,  for  exam- 
ple, Surco,  on  the  San  Mateo  route  to  the 
Sierra  from  Lima,  there  is  neither  winter 
nor  summer,  but  one  perpetual  spring.    It 
does  not  rain  here  for  several  months  in  the 
year,  as  in  the  more  inland  vales ;  but  it  agrees 
with  them  in  being  out  of  the  sphere  of  frosts, 
and  exempted  from  the  raw  fogs  and  suitry 
heat  of  the  coast.      At  Surco,  Huaramayo, 
and  other  similar  localities  in  narrow  glens 
extending  from  the  coast  to  the  Cordill^as, 
the  sun  appears  to  rise  late  and  to  set  eaiiy, 
for  it  is  only  for  a  few  hours  in  the  middle  of 
the  day  that  it  shines  strongly  between  the 
perpendicular  and  lofty  hills  of  the  valley; 
and  the  mid-day  heat  arising  from  the  pow- 
erful reflection  of  the  sun's  rays  on  the  bare 
rocks  is  succeeded  by  a  cool  and  agreeable 
evening.     Here  then  the  atmospherical  cur- 
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rents  of  mountains  and  coast  meet  and  neu- 
tralize each  other,  —  the  extremes  of  both 
disappear:  and  the  result  is  a  delicious  cli- 
mate for  the  convalescent,  whose  tender  or- 
gans require  a  gentle  uniform  temperature^ 
alike  removed  from  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold,  dryness  and  moisture ;  and  he  who  has 
the  precaution  or  prudence  to  keep  in  the 
shade  while  the  sun  crosses  the  vale  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  may,  in  truth,  enjoy  undis- 
turbed all  the  curative  qualities  of  a  delightful 
and  renovating  temperature.    With  this  im- 
portant fact  the  delicate  inhabitants  of  Lima 
are  perfectly  acquainted,  and  they  are  accus- 
tomed to  resort  to  the  cabezadas,  or  head*- 
lands  of  valleys,  whei'e  these  verge  on  the 
joint  air  of  mountains  and  coast ;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, Matucana,  the  favourite  resting-place 
of  phthisical  and  hsemoptic  individuals,  who 
find  themselves  obliged  to  retire  from  the  ca- 
pital, in'  order  to  recover  health  by  visiting 
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those  celebrated  sites   of   convalescence  — 
Tarma  and  Jauja. 

Close  to  Huaramajo^  and  by  the  old  line  of 
road,  begin  the  steep  ascents  called  the  Pax* 
aron,  because  of  the  number  of  paroquets  al- 
ways  seen  about  this  place.     The  path  along 
their  acclivity  is  narrow,  fatiguing,  and  precis 
pitous^  to  very  near  the  village  of  Obrajillo^  a 
distance  of  several  leagues.     On  the  airy  hill- 
tops, that  overlook  this  way  and  the  ravine 
below  it,  are  several  villages  wliich  are  only 
to  be  approached  by  a  zigzag  and  arduous 
track ;  and  hereabouts,  if  anywhere  on  the 
Canta  route,  are  to  be  seen  examples  of  the 
terrific  in  scenery,  for  those  whose  eyes  ^ 
unaccustomed  to  the  native  ruggedness  of 
bold  and  alpine  regions.    A  young  gentleman 
of  our  acquaintance,  who  was  famiUar  with 
nothing  but  downs  and  lawns,  was  affected  at 
the  steeps  of  the  Paxaron  with  a  giddiness 
that,  for  some  time  after,  disordered  hb  imagi* 
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nation  ;  and  we  have  seen  travellers  clash 
at  the  worst  passes  with  no  small  risk  in  the 
encounter,  where  the  moving  party  on  the 
outer  verge  of  the  declivity  was  obliged,  for 
want  of  room,  to  brush  rudely  against  the 
other  party  standing  still  on  the  higher  and 
safer  side  of  the  road :  and  here  too,  when  a 
weak  or  weary  beast  trips,  the  rider  is  in 
danger  of  toppling  over  the  brink ;  and  the 
want  of  parapets  makes  the  road  all  but  im- 
practicable in  a  dark  night. 

Canta  and  Obrajillo  are  situated  in  the 
same  opening  among  the  mountains:  the 
latter  is  entirely  the  residence  of  muleteers, 
whose  strong  and  active  women  share  in  the 
labours  of  the  field ;  while  Canta,  on  an  emi- 
nence,  is  a  provincial  town^  and  the  seat  of  a 
governorship. 

The  village  of  Obrajillo  is  built  in  a  sort 
of  irregular  hollow  near  the  bed  of  a  small 
river,  surrounded  by  arable  hills  receding  and 
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expanding  as  they  rise  towards  the  loftier 
summits,  and  therefore  affording  better  ven- 
tilation than  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
valley  between  this  and  Yanga. 

From  Yanga  to  Huaramayo,  the  hills,  as 
we  formerly  stated,  are  doomed  to  perpetud 
sterility,  and  are  all  unacquainted  with  the 
genial  influence  of  dew  or  rain ;  but  across 
the  summits  of  the  Paxaron  we  meet  with 
footsteps  of  that  plentiful  herbage,  with 
which,  at  Canta  and  Obrajillo,  the  straths 
and  steeps  are  richly  covered. 

As  Canta  is  considered  a  sort  of  hospital 
for  the  ailing  people  from  Lima,  it  may  be 
proper  to  remark,  that  in  a  medical  point 
of  view,  it  is  invested  with  a  great  deal  of 
interest,  and  that  it  is  built  on  a  hill  whose 
base  skirts  the  village  of  Obrajillo;  while, 
from  the  plaza  of  the  lower  village  to  the 
higher  town,  the  ascent  is  no  more  than 
About  thirty  minutes'  walk.    Canta,  how- 
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ever,  is  considered  to  enjoy  a  far  purer  air 
than  Obrajillo;  and,  as  it  is  only  twenty- 
five  leagues  from  the  capital,  the  hectic, 
phthisical,  and  slowly  convalescent  Lime- 
nians,  are  wont  to  prefer  this  to  remoter  dis- 
tricts. By  the  people  of  Obrajillo  and  Canta, 
alfalfa,  or  lucem,  is  everywhere  cultivated 
near  the  river  and  in  their  little  enclosures, 
and  the  surrounding  hills  are  covered  with 
pasture:  the  lower  declivities  and  gentle 
slopes  produce  good  crops  of  wheat,  beans, 
potatoes,  maize,  &c. 

Here  the  culen  is  one  of  the  most  common 
shrubs,  and  the  natives  make  a  tea  of  its 
leaves  which  is  deemed  an  excellent  sto- 
machic. During  the  wet  season  flowers  and 
flowering  shrubs  are  spread  abroad  with 
liberal  profusion ;  but  the  trees  are  too  few 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants, 
whose  houses  are  therefore  constructed  at 
great  trouble ;  being  obliged  to  convey  timber 
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from  distant  places  and  deep  ravines.     The 
stone  or  adobe  walls  and  thatched  roofs  of 
the  small  villages  or  pueblos  of  the  Sierra 
characterize,  with  only   one   exception,  the 
buildings  of  Obrajillo.     The  dwelling-houses 
are  employed   for   stowing  potatoes,  maize^ 
and  whatever  eatables  the  residents  may  be 
blessed  with ;  and,  when  the  family  retire  to 
rest,  most  of  them  lie  down  on  sheepskins 
wherever  they  can  find  room  in  their  dis- 
orderly apartments.     We   need  hardly   ob- 
serve that  every  traveller  on   these   roads 
must  carry  with  him  his   own   blanket  or 
ponchos  to  repose  on  at  night. 

At  Obrajillo  there  are  in  all  about  sixty 
families;  and  we  saw  a  maudlin  school- 
master among  them  with  only  six  pupils, 
whom  he  taught,  sub  Jove,  in  an  open  corral.* 
He  was  looked  upon  as  a  savant  by  the 
villagers,  some  of  whom  found  him  useful  in 

*  Corral  means  a  cattle  pen. 


VlLLAQfi    SCHOOLMAStElU  269 

drawing  up  their  accounts;  and  we  observed 
that  he  spoke  about  the  zoology  of  Aristotle 
when  a  friend  of  ours  displayed  his  more 
practical  zeal  and  science  in  collecting  and 
preserving  specimens  of  ornithology,  in  search 
of  which  he  frequently  waded  the  river,  gun 
in  hand ;  and  a  pretty  sight  it  was  to  see 
the  delicately  plumaged  diving  ducks  exhibit 
wonderful  agility,  in  passing  the  most  foam- 
ing rapids.  This  village  of  arrieros,  or  mule- 
teers, is  about  half-way  between  Lima  and 
that  great  source  of  mineral  wealth  the  Cerro 
Pasco.  From  the  capital  to  the  Cerro  a 
rider  on  a  good  traveller  will  arrive  in  four 
days  without  injury  to  himself  or  beast,  and 
this  is  considered  good  work ;  but  we  have 
known  the  journey  from  the  Cerro  to  Lima 
performed  in  about  fifty  hours  :  this  again  is 
a  work  of  over-exertion  for  the  man,  who  is 
very  likely  to  incapachate  one  or  perhaps  two 
animals  in  the  undertaking.  It  may  be  said, 
vou  1.  s  S 
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in  general,  that  on  a  rough  and  hilly  road  a 
league  an  hour  is  a  fair  rate  of  travelling  for 
a  fresh  beast  on  any  ordinary  journey  in  the 
interior  of  Peru, 

The  traveller  cannot  have  any  dealing 
with  the  muleteers  without  discovering  that 
he  is  entirely  in  their  power ;  and  that  they 
will  furnish  him  no  cattle  for  his  journey^ 
unless  he  pay  them  money  on  account^  or 
"  adelantado/*  beforehand.  Of  course  he 
will  have  to  advance  some  part  of  the  mule^ 
hire  before  he  can  budge  on  another  man's 
beast ;  but  he  should  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
Peruvian  rule  on  such  occasions,  which  is, 
to  suspect  every  man  to  be  a  cheat  till 
very  certain  of  the  contrary,  —  a  rule  which 
is  entirely  indispensable.  Acting  upon  the  op* 
posite  English  precept, — to  believe  every  man 
honest  till  we  find  him  a  rogue, — we  were 
once  cheated  by  the  military  commandant 
of  Junin,  who,  being  paid  *^  adelantado"  for 
two  beasts  for  the  next  morning's  journey, 
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furnisheid  one  of  them  with  only  three  legs^ 

tfae  fourth  being  so  contracted  that  it  could 

not  reach  the  ground.     He  maintained — and, 

as  he  was  the  first  authority  in  the  place,  he 

did. so  successfully^— that  as  he  only  agreed 

to  provide  two  beasts,   without   respect  to 

quality,  he  would  neither  replace  the  lame 

nag,  nor  return  our  ddUara« 

The  drrieros  with  cargoes  usually  take 
nine  or  ten  days,  and  sometimes  more,  from 
Lima  to  Pasco,  as  they  make  short  stages, 
consulting  the  ease  of  their  cattle  and  con- 
venience of  lucern  or  pasture  ;  and  at  Obra- 
jillo  they  commonly  rest  a  day  at  least,  to 
refresh  or  perhaps  relay  some  of  their  cattle, 
before  they  proceed  to  brave  the  toils  of  the 
Cordillera.  From  ObrajiUo  to  CuUuai,  a 
small  village  near  the  foot  of  the  Cordillera, 
there  are  three  leagues ;  and  the  road  leads 
through  a  rock4)ound  passage  by  the  course 
of  a  river  with  a  rugged  bottom  and  ruffled 
stream.     There  are  one  or  two  bad  passes  to 
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be  surmounted  in  this  part  of  the  joum^^ 
from  the  summit  of  one  of  which  a  panting 
ponj  laden  with  part  of  our  baggage  once  fdl 
over,  and  broke  his  neck  in  the  fall.  This 
narrow  quebrada  or  break,  is  not  destitute 
of  interest  to  the  botanist;  as  in  the  rainy 
season,  amongst  the  interspaces  of  the  stones 
and  crags,  flowering  shrubs  of  considerable 
beautj  and  variety  present  themselves  :  in- 
deed, the  highest  Cordillera  entrances  are  not 
without  their  hardy  flowers  amid  the  shelves 
of  the  rocks.  We  may  remark  that,  between 
the  cliffs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Culluai, 
may  be  seen  samples  of  those  tiers  of  gardens, 
built  up  one  above  the  other  on  the  face  of 
the  acclivity,  to  which  we  alluded  in  our 
preceding  chi^pter,  '^  on  the  general  features 
of  the  Sierra,"  as  surviving  proofs  of  the 
industry  of  the  ancient  Peruvians. 

At  this  same    altitude  many  susceptible 
persons  begin  to  feel  inconvenience  from  the 
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rar^ction  of  the  atmosphere^  and  from  want 
of  provision  for  the  stomach,  if  they  hap- 
pen not  to  have  their  own  alforjas,  or  sad- 
dle-bags, properly  provided  with  necessaries 
for  the  journey.  It  is  only  in  the  puna 
and  table-lands  that  meat  is  sure  to  be  had, 
with,  perhaps,  potatoes  and  cancha  or  toast- 
ed maize ;  but,  should  the  traveller  ask  for 
any  thing  else,  he  is  told  '^  Manam  cancha" — 
there  is  none. 

Between  CuUuai  on  one  side,  and  Casa-' 
eancha,  an  estancia  with  a  mean  hut  or  two, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Cordillera^  the  dis- 
tance is  five  leagues ;  and  about  a  league  or 
more  from  Culluai  we  begin  to  ascend  by  the 
Viuda,  or  Widow,  a  towering  mountain  that 
stands  out  as  it  were  apart  from  the  other 
great  masses  that  at  this  point  group  together 
to  form  a  portion  of  the  great  Western  Cor- 
dillera :  and  it  may  be  sometimes  convenient 
to  know,  that  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
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Viuda»  as  we  ascend  the  road  that  mnda 
round  its  flank,  there  is  concealed  in  a  recess 
close  to  the  line  of  snow  the  Indian  hamlet  of 
Yantac.*  Before  the  arriero  attempts  to  as- 
cend the  Cordillera,  he  anoints,  as  we  have 
seen  him  do,  his  cattle  over  the  eyes  and  on 
the  forehead  with  an  unguent  made  of  tallow, 
garlic,  and  wild  marjoram,  as  a  preventive 
against  what  he  calls  the  veta ;  attributing 
the  effects  of  atmospherical  rarefaction  to  a 
subterraneous  veta,  or  vein  of  a  noxious  ore 
or  metal,  which,  he  believes,  diffuses  in  the 
air  of  the  cold  summits  and  heights  its  me- 
phitic  and  poisonous  particles. 

The  Cordillera  crossed  at  noon,  and  in 
dry  weather,  is  a  grand  sight.  When  we 
first  crossed  it  the  sun  was  out  in  filU 
blaze ;  and,  though  the  mountains  of  snow 

*  Ignorant  of  this,  and  believing  no  roof  to  be  near  under 
which  to  take  shelter,  we  have  known  travellers  obliged  to 
pass  the  night  very  miserably,  and  with  no  small  risk  of 
health,  on  the  plain,  or  by  the  cascade  at  the  base  of  the 
Viuda. 
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laj  on  ererj  side  of  our  way,  we  felt  quite 
warm,  but  we  observed  that  in  the  shade 
the  cold  was  very  chilling. 

It  was  to  us  peculiarly  exhilarating  to 
gaze  on  so  many  snowy  monuments  reflected 
in  all  their  sublimity  from  the  green  waters 
of  the  lakes  beneath,  thickly  thronged  with 
sportive  ducks  and  cormorants.  These  re- 
servoirs of  rain  and  melted  snow,  which 
here  and  there  challenge  the  traveller's  ad* 
miration,  are  like  so  many  appropriate  mir- 
rors, successively  disclosed  to  the  eye  among 
the  concavities  and  basins  that  separate  the 
majestic  heads  of  the  hoary  Andes. 

In  a  neighbouring  and  far  grander  part 
of  the  Cordillera,  to  which  on  another  oc- 
casion we  clambered  by  a  narrow,  rocky, 
and  steep  path,  we  were  caught  in  a  sud- 
den fall  of  thick  mist,  which  at  once  un- 
rolled its  folds,  and  threw  over  the  broad 
light  of  a  clear  and  frosty  morning  the  dark 
obscurity  of  night.     This  transition  was  ac- 
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companied  by  no  thunder  or  Kghtning,  or 
sensible  commotion  of  any  kind ;  and  after 
the  darkness  continued  a  few  minutes,  on 
looking  upwards  towards  the  firmament  a 
scantling  of  rays  began  to  shoot  from  among 
the  clouds,  and  a  certain  though  ill-defined 
body  of  light  could  be  distinguished  as  the 
centre  whence  those  rays  seemed  to  emanate, 
when,  in  an  instant  after,  the  peak  of  a 
mountain — a  crystallized  pyramid  of  snow — 
glistened  to  view,  and  shone  in  the  fullest 
blaze  of  brilliancy.  With  such  celerity  did 
the  cloudy  curtain  drop  and  vanish  on  the 
face  of  the  deep  dark  lake  of  Poraacocha, 
that  the  whole  scene  appeared  but  as  a 
vision  of  endiantment. 

But  to  return :  we  safely  crossed  the  last 
rib  of  the  Cordillera,  and  descended  into 
the  plain  of  Casacancha,  where  we  did  not 
stop,  but  pressed  forward  three  leagues  be- 
yond this  common  halting-place  to  take  up 
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our  night's  quarters  at  -  Palcomayo^  another 
common  stage  or  resting-place  for  travellers 
on  this  nnprovided  though  much  frequented 
thoroughfare. 

But  we  had  not  left  Casacancha  far  be- 
hind, when  one  of  our  fellow-travellers  ex- 
perienced the  most  distressing  headache :  his 
face  became  turgid,  the  temporal  arteries 
throbbed  with  violence,  the  respiration  was 
difficult,  and  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  the  chest 
was  too  narrow  for  its  contents.  The  other 
gentleman  complained  less ;  it  was  only  a 
vexatious  headache  that  disturbed  him,  but 
his  eyes  were  blood-shot.  The  writer  was  still 
differently  affected  from  either  of  his  fellow-^ 
travellers.  His  headache  was  moderate ;  but 
his  extremities  soon  became  quite  cold  as 
the  sun  declined  ;  the  skin  shrank,  and  then 
came  on  a  sense  of  sickness  and  oppression 
about  the  stomach  and  heart,  with  a  short, 
hurried,  and  panting  respiration.     His  kind 
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associates  on  this  occasion  foi^ot  their  own 
ailments  in  attending  to '  his  more  urgent 
wants.  They  had  him  carefully  wrapped 
in  warm  sheep-skins,  which  formed  the  usual 
bedding  of  the  poor  Indian  family  within^ 
and  renovated  his  strength  by  a  cordial  ba- 
sin of  hot   tea.    In  this  manner,  and   im- 

a 

mersed  at  the  time  in  the  pungent  smoke  that 
filled  the  whole  hut,  the  natural  warmth  of 
the  extremities  and  surface  was  soon  restored, 
so  that  he  became  comparatively  easy,  and 
passed  a  better  night  than  either  of  his  two 
obliging  friends. 

The  servant  intrusted  with  the  cargo- 
mule  dropped  behind ;  and  not  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  route,  or  able  to  keep 
sight  of  us,  he  went  off  the  road,  wandered 
into  a  neighbouring  valley,  Caraguacayan,  and 
did  not  appear  till  morning.  The  gentlemen 
alluded  to  had,  therefore,  to  shift  for  the  night 
as  less  provided  travellers  usually  do.  Their 
alforjas  (saddle-bags)   served   them  as  pil- 


M13BRABLE  LODGING.  279 

lows,  tbetr  pellons  and  saddle-clotbs  for 
beds,  and  their  penchos  as  their  best  cover- 
ing. They  thus  lay  cooped  up  on  the  floor 
of  a  dirty  little  hovel,  too  sdiall  to  allow 
them  to  stretch  their  limbs  without  risk  of 
burning  their  toes  in  the  hot  ashes  around 
the  fire-place.  The  sharp  wind  pierced 
through  a  hundred  crevices  of  the  rude  wall, 
and  was  ill  excluded  from  the  low  and  nar- 
row door-way  by  a  tattered  sheep-skin  fitted 
with  thongs  into  a  hurdle-frame. 

Restless,  chirping  guinea-pigs  —  constant 
inmates  of  every  wretched  hut, — persevered 
daring  the  early  part  of  the  night  in  a  bold 
attack  on  our  bread  magazines ;  pulling  at 
our  wallets,  placed  under  our  heads,  and 
nibbling  at  their  contents  with  a  degree  of 
boldness  and  fearlessness  which  we  believe 
hunger  only  could  inspire.  These  assail- 
ants had  scarcely  left  us  to  repose  in  the 
silence  of  night,  when  the  wakeful  cock 
from  a  chink  in  the  wall  (originally  occu^ 
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pied  by  an  image  or  household  saint)  began 
his  repeated  crowing  at  rnimeasured  periods 
till  well  on  towards  grey  inomii^y  when  all 
were  in  motion :  the  shepherd  rounded  his 
flock,  guarded  all  night  against  the  hostility 
of  the  fox  and  other  enemies  by  the  faithful 
dogs  inseparable  from  the  sheep ;  the  mule- 
teer shook  himself  in  his  poncho,  and  went 
to  collect  his  mules ;  and  the  housewife  left 
her  sheep  and  llama-skin  bed,  and  com- 
menced her  daily  task  of  boiling  the  caldo, 
or  soup,  for  breakfast,  and  smoking  her 
guests  from  their  uneasy  couch. 

With  so  many  incitements  to  bestir  our- 
selves, we  were  glad  to  turn  out  and  breathe 
the  fresh  air,  while  things  were  getting  ready 
for  our  departure  on  a  fresh  day's  journey, 
with  only  a  headache  left  for  our  common 

annoyance. 

The  writer  had  frequent  occasion  after- 
wards to  cross  this  same  part  of  the  Cordil- 
lera, and,  profiting   by  his   first  lesson,  he 


EVIL  EFFECTS   OF   DAMP   BEDS.  381 

took  care  always  to  start  early  in  the  morn- 
ing on  his  day's  journey,  so  as  to  arrive 
early  in  the  evening  at  his  quarters  for  the 
night.  He  got  refreshment,  and  tnmed  into 
bed  as  soon  as  possible  after  his  arrival ;  and 
took  care  that  he  slept  warm  and  dry.  By 
thus  avoiding  cold  and  wet,  which  check 
perspiration  and  overload  the  deep-seated 
blood-vessels,  he  ever  after  on  this  route 
avoided  the  Cordillera  sickness. 

More  than  once  we  have  witnessed  the 
most  affecting  scenes  of  moaning  and  suffer- 
ing, without  the  additional  misery  of  the 
veta,  when  some  wet  and  cold  traveller  ar- 
rived at  Casacancha*  at  a  late  hour,  and 
threw  down  as  his  couch  his  already  half- 
soaked  pellon  on  a  damp  mud  floor,  or  earthen 
bench,  and  covered  himself  up  for  the  night 
with  his  drenched  ponchos.     In  the  mom- 

*  The  name  of  this  place  is  very  appropriate,  as  it  implies 
the  fare  it  affords.  Casa  is  the  Spanish  word  for  house^  and 
concha  is  the  Quichoa  name  for  toasted  Indian  corn  :  hence 
Casa-cancha,  or  the  House  of  Toasted  Msuze. 
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ing,  a  traveller  so  circumstanced  >raay  find 
his  ponchos  halMrozen  over  hiin ;  and  when 
he  arises,  and  looks  out,  he  often  sees  the 
plain  covered  with  snow  which  has  locked  up 
the  herbage  from  the  reach  of  the  shivering 
cattle  that  stand  fettered  on  the  plain. 

Oh   these  roads,   especially  at   a  season 
when   there  is  reason   to  expect  foul  wea- 
ther,  it  is   best    that   the   traveller   should 
make   use  of  a  beast  hired  of  the  arriero, 
who  is  far  more  likely  to  take  care  of  his 
own  mule  than  of  one  belonging  to  another 
owner,  and  men  are  not  always  to  be  had  to 
watch  cattle  let  loose  in  these  high  pastures 
at  night.    The  cold  is  almost  sure  to  scare 
homeward  any  animal  not  seasoned  to  it; 
so  that,  if  the  cattle  be  left  to  themselves, 
a  traveller  in   the  morning  may  be   disap- 
pointed by  their  escape,  and  unable  to  pro- 
ceed on   his  journey.     The  arrieros  usually 
encamp    for    the    night   wherever    it    best 
suits  their  cattle  in  the  ''puna"  near   the 
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huts  of  Casacancha  or  Palcomayo,  and  are 
so  accustomed  to  it  that  they  Ue  and  slumber 
sweetly  we  will  not  say,  but  soundly  enough, 
^raong  bits  of  sheep-skin  and  jerga,  or  wool- 
len sweating-cloths  used  to  protect  the  backs 
and  shoulders  of  the  cattle,  under  whose 
*'  aparejos/^  or  pads,  placed  standing  on  the 
ground,  they  creep  in  and  find  shelter  for  the 
night ;  but  in  such  lodgings  no  one  of  acute 
olfactory  nerves  could  possibly  be  induced  to 
remain  for  a  minute. 

From  Palcomayo  to  Cerro  Pasco  is  a 
roughly  computed  distance  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  leagues,  over  hilly  and  frigid  pasture- 
grounds,  named  "  puna ;"  or  over  "  pam- 
pas," like  the  plains  of  Bombon,  through 
part  of  which  the  road  passes.  This  journey 
can  rarely  be  performed  in  one  day  without 
inconvenience  to  man  and  beast,  and  there- 
fore it  is  usually  divided ;  and  the  traveller 
may  put  up  at  the  village  of  Hualliay,  or  the 
hacienda  of  Diezmo,— each  of  these  places 

VOL.  I.  N  10 
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being  about  seven  leagues  from  Cerro  Paaco^ 
and  separated  from  one  another  by  a  range 
of  low  hills»  and  some  very  remarkable-look- 
ing rocks^  near  the  entrance  into  the  table- 
land of  Bombon,  which  are  usually  covered 
with  cattle  and  fleecy  flocks. 

The  higher,  and,  it  is  said,  the  shorter 
route  from  Palcomayo,  is  that  by  Hualliay, 
but  it  is  fenny,  and  only  practicable  in  the 
dry  season ;  the  other  route  by  Diezrao, 
though  somewhat  longer,  is  the  safest  and 
best,  and  is  usually  followed  by  the  arriero. 
By  either  direction,  rivers  are  to  be  passed, 
deep  and  dark  in  times  of  flood.  By  the 
Hualliay  way  the  ride  is  rendered  interesting 
on  account  of  the  frequently-heard  whistle  of 
the  vicuna,  keeping  watch  over  his  fellows 
and  giving  warning  of  the  traveller's  ap- 
proach, when  the  whole  herd  leave  their 
pasturage  and  bound  away  to  more  inacces- 
sible heights.  'Geese,  too,   are  very  nume- 
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nms ;  and  there  is  a  lake  to  be  passed  which 
is  the  favourite  resort  of  the  elegant  flamin- 
gos. To  see  a  flock  of  them  upon  wing  is  a 
magnificent  sight. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Account  of  another  route  between  Pasco  and  Lima,  by  Junin, 
Uuaypacha,  Pucara»  Tacto. — Mines  of  Antacona,  Casapaica, 
Pomacancha,  San  Mateo,  San  Juan  de  Matucana,  Surco, 
Cocachacra,  Santa  Ana,  and  lastly,  Chaclacayo.  Enume- 
ration of  a  series  of  rocks,  as  they  appear  in  succession 
from  the  pass  of  the  Cordillera  to  the  entrance  into  the 
Vale  of  Rimac. 

The  most  frequented  route  between  Lima 
and  Pasco  is  that  which  we  have  described  in 
the  foregoing  chapter ;  but,  before  we  offer  any 
particular  account  of  Cerro  Pasco,  we  may 
hastily  run  over  the  road  which  is  sometimes 
taken  from  this  place  to  the  capital  during 
the  heavy  falls  of  the  periodical  rains  in  the 
inland  mountains,  when  several  of  the  rivers 
on  the  road  by  Canta  are  deep  and  danger- 
ous rapids.  This  route  across  a  pass  of  the 
Cordillera  at  Tucto,  near  Yauli,  is  occasion- 
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ally  preferred,  as  being  shorter  than  the  post- 
road  by  Tarma. 

The  traveller,  who  starts  at  an  early  hour 
from  Cerro  Pasco,  passes  by  the  villages 
of  Old  Pasco  and  Carhuamayo,  and  arrives 
in  good  time  at  the  village  of  Junin,  or 
Reyes.  The  ride  is  mostly  by  the  lake 
of  Chinchaycocha,  and  on  pampa  or  nearly 
level  ground.  From  Junin,  he,  on  his  se- 
cond day's  journey,  which  is  only  counted 
as  seven  leagues,  traverses  the  spacious  plain 
of  the  same  name,  so  justly  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  South  American  indepen- 
dence, tilt  he  reaches  that  swampy  ground, 
and  crosses  the  very  defile,  where,  in  the 
year  1824,  the  Patriots  were  charged  by 
the  Spanish  cavalry  ;  and  now,  leaving  this 
field  of  glory  behind,  he  crosses  to  Huay- 
pacha  along  a  hilly  pastoral  district,  with 
scarcely  any  regular  footpath,  —  a  circum- 
stance which  often  renders  a  guide  neces* 
sary.     The  silver  ore  of  Huaypacha  is  too 
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poor  in  the  present  day  to  allow  its  mines 
to  be  worked  with  spirit.  Here  the  prin- 
cipal metalliferous  works  are  on  the  mine 
estate  of  Olevegoya  and  the  well-informed 
Don  Miguel  Otero;  where  also  a  consider- 
able portion  of  alcaser,  or  green  barley,  is 
raised  as  fodder  for  the  cattle  employed  at 
the  works.  The  entrance  into  Huaypacha 
is  highly  picturesque,  from  the  striking  con- 
figuration of  the  limestone  rocks  in  which 
the  silver  is  deposited,- and  which  overhang 
and  everywhere  surround  this  neat  mining 
village. 

From  Huaypacha  we  cross  the  river  Jauja, 
over  a  soga-bridge  of  the  same  sort  of  ma** 
terials  with  another  at  Oroya  formerly  de- 
scribed.* The  next  day's  ride,  of  about  the 
same  length  with  the  preceding,  is  made 
over  hilly  pasture-ground  to  Tucto  by  Pu- 
cara, — ^the  latter  place,  now  in  ruins,  being 
once  a  famous  mining  establishment  belong- 

•  See  p.  241. 
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ing  to  Bon  Pedro  Arriarte,  the  great  miner 
of  Pern.  At  Tucto  several  Indian  huts^  and 
some  of  them  of  ridiculouslj  small  dimen* 
sions,  are  to  be  seen  near  the  road;  but 
lower  down^  and  situated  near  a  lake  at  the 
base  ctf  the  Cordillera,  is  a  mining  estate  in 
good  order,  though  its  mines  in  these  latter 
times  have  proved  ruinous  to  the  miner. 
The  soil  around  this  estate  is  of  a  yellowish 
tint»  and  is  said  to  abound  in  gdd  (a  gold 
mine  being  also  close  to  the  house) ;  and  the 
stones  bjr  the  road-side  are,  in  numerous 
instances,  covered  with  crusts  of  iron  pyrites^ 
whidi  impart  to  tliem  a  beautiful  appearance^ 
such  as»  in  the  imagination  of  many  unac- 
qiHunted  with  mineralogy,  may  serve  to  give 
a  viery  flatterii^  idea  of  the  golden  treasure 
of  displace* 

On  the  hoghta  of  Tucto,  to  the  extent  of 
aimnt  iudf  a  ieagoe  along  the  Cordillera,  the 
snnDUwIii^  racks  appear  like  vast  masses  of 
ims^  iron,  which,  however,  when  a  specimen 
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is  taken  up  and  broken^  presents  the  character 
of  porphyry;    but,   as    we  proceed  onward 
towards  the  summit  of  the  Cordillera,  no 
rocks  are  to  be  seen  on  the  acclivity  along 
which  we  travel,  except  we  look  high  up, 
where,  in  form    of  mouldering    projections, 
they  rise  amidst  the  d6bris  which  covers  this 
part  of  the   Cordillera  down  to  the  vei^ 
of  the  lakes  beneath.     The   mule-road  is  a 
sort  of  track  across  the  flank  of  this  mass  of 
loose  and  shuffling  fragments,  which  consist 
of  porphyry,  and   extend  a  considerable  way 
towards  Antacona,  or  the  ruins  of  a  mining 
village  so  called,  on  the  very  highest  ridge 
of  this  mountain-pass.     From  the  extent  of 
the  vestiges  of  industry  still  remaining,  and 
the  ruins  of  human  dwellings  seen  among 
the  weather-beaten  cliffs,  we  may  infer  that 
these    mines,  like    many  others,  abandoned 
for    want    of  proper    hydraulic  machinery, 
at  one  time  yielded  useful  metals  and  rich 
returns.     On  the  Antacona  side  of  the  pass 
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there  is  no  appearance  of  permanent  snow, 
for  here,  as  on  the  plains,  though  it  fall,  it 
soon  melts  away ;  but  just  opposite,  parallel 
to  the  line  of  road,  and  only  separated  by  a 
marshy  hollow  in  which  several  little  lakes 
are  contained,  there  are  mountains  or  summits 
perpetually  covered  with  snow  of  great  depth, 
and  the  marsh  and  lakes  just  mentioned  are 
supplied  by  rills  which  descend  from  the 
snow.  At  the  mouths  of  the  mines  of 
Antacona,  which  are  interspersed  among 
rocks  of  porphyry  or  porphyritic  green-stone, 
a  great  quantity  of  rubbish,  extracted  at  a 
remote  period  from  under  ground,  is  to  be 
seen.  Among  this  rubbish  there  appears  a 
large  quantity  of  iron  pyrites  with  quartz, 
and  there  is  also  a  considerable  quantity  of 
loose  calcareous  matter  separated  from  the 
ore  by  partial  decomposition.  We  may 
mention  that  the  famous  mine  of  Alpamina, 
wrought  in  the  present  day  in  this  vicinity, 
is  embedded  in  a  matrix  of  limestone. 
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Having  descended  some    way  from    the 
cross  on  the  highest  point  g(  the  pass    of 
Antacona^  the  surrounding  rock  (probably  a 
variety  of  porphyry)  has  a  reddish  appear- 
ance,  and   is  continued  for  a  considerable 
distance  to  the  Tillage  of  Casapalca ;    and 
the  soil  also,  at  this  part  of  the  way,  is  of 
the  same  colour  with  the  rock.    We  may 
likewise  remark,  that  about  the  road-side, 
and  in  the  river  or  mountain-stream,  which 
is  derived  from  the  contribution  of  the  num- 
berless rivulets  issuing  from  the  heights,  we 
see  for  the  distance  of  about   two  leagues 
numerous  large  and  small  pudding-stones  of 
the  same  reddish  appearance. 

Casapalca,  distant  by  common  reckoning 
two  long  leagues  from  Tucto,  is  now:  con- 
sidered as  a  village  or  pueblo,  though  it 
appears  to  have  been  originally  merely  a 
mining  establishment.  Here  the  attention  is 
arrested  by  a  pretty  cascade,  which,  making 
a  great  perpendicular  descent,  is  received 
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into  the  interior  of  a  jutting  rock  ;  and,  after 
a  subterranean  passage  of  some  extent,  the 
concealed  waters  reappear,  and  in  a  gentle 
stream  descend  to  join  the  river.  From  the 
foot  of  the  Cordillera  to  Casapalca  the  llama 
thrives  on  the  pasture,  which  it  appears  to 
find  sweetest  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
snow-line. 

From  Casapalca  to  the  next  village  below 
it,  called  Pomacancha  or  Chicle,  there  are 
two  leagues  of  good  road ;  and  here  green 
barley  may  be  sometimes  had  to  feed  the 
hungry  cattle,  that  are  often  nearly  famished 
by  the  time  they  have  arrived  this  far^  after 
having  crossed  the  Cordillera. 

From  Chicle  to  San  Mateo,  a  distance 
of  three  leagues,  there  are  two  roads, — one 
by  a  famous  steep  or  cuesta,  and  the  other 
through  a  picturesque  but  rugged  ravine 
along  the  windings  of  the  river,  —  both  of 
which  we  took  notice  of  in  describing  the  ge- 
neral features  of  the  Sierra.     San  Mateo  is 
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a  muleteer  village  like  that  of  Obrajillo  al- 
ready described,  and  very  much  resembles  it 
in  climate  and  productions,  though  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  may  be  a  little  colder 
here  than  at  Obrajillo. 

In  crossing  by  the  high  mountain-path 
from  Chicle  to  San  Mateo,  we  observed  that 
where  the  ascent  commences  on  the  higher 
side,  or  that  nearest  the  Cordillera,  the  rock 
at  the  base  of  the  mountain  consists  of 
porphyry;  but,  as  we  ascend  the  great 
cuesta,  the  precipice  assumes  the  character 
of  porphyritic  green-stone.  At  the  base  of 
the  descent  on  the  lower,  or  San  Mateo  side 
of  the  mountain,  there  is  by  the  road-side 
a  projection  of  rock  which  has  the  appear- 
ance of  mica-slate,  but  of  which  none  of 
our  travellers  took  up  a  specimen ;  as  by  this 
time  the  day  was  far  gone,  and  both  men 
and  cattle  were  fatigued,  and  anxious  to 
reach  the  lodgings  for  the  night  in  time  to 
provide  convenient  accommodation. 
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From  San  Mateo  to  the  next  stage,  or 
the  village  of  San  Juan  de  Matucana, 
the  distance  is  four,  very  long  leagues, 
mostly  through  a  narrow  and  rock*bound 
ravine. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  league  below  San 
Mateo,  green-stone  rock  discovers  itself  by 
the  way-side ;  and,  soon  after  we  pass  this 
crag,  we  cross  the  first  of  three  bridges  that 
are  thrown  over  the  river  within  the  dis- 
tance of  little  more  than  half  a  league 
between  the  first  and  last,  on  account  of 
the  narrowness  of  the  ravine,  that  some- 
times on  the  one  side,  sometimes  on  the 
other,  hardly  leaves  space  for  a  mule-road« 
Before  crossing,  in  our  descent^  the  first 
bridge,  the  rock  Is  of  limestone ;  but,  on  hav- 
ing at  this  place  passed  the  water  to  the 
opposite  side,  the  rock  which  presents  it- 
self is  trap^  and  it  continues  nearly  all  the 
way  from  the  first  to  the  third  or  lowest 
bridge,    where  we  meet   with  quartz,   ris- 
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ing  in  very  perpendicular  and  lofty  masses. 
The  rafters  of  the  bridge  rest  on  a  pro- 
jecting part  of  this  towering  cliff  on  the  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  on  a  corriesponding 
projection  of  a  formidable  hill  of  porphyry 
opposed  to  it. 

The  next  variety  of  rock  is  one  of  trap 
formation;  it  appears  about  half-way  be^ 
tween  San  Mateo  and  Matucana,  and  throws 
off  a  great  quantity  of  fragments  of  a  slaty 
appearance.  On  the  lower  side  it  is  flanked 
by  a  hill  of  porphyritic  green-stone,  which 
continues  to  within  half  a  league  of  Ma- 
tucana.  This  mass  also  throws  off  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  debris.  The  porphyritic 
green-stone  is  followed  by  trachyte  porphy. 
ry,  the  rock  of  which  commences  a  short 
way  above  the  village  of  Matucana,  or  San 
Juan  de  Matucana ;  but,  before  the  junc- 
tion of  these  rocks  takes  place,  the  road- 
way is  intersected  by   a  wedge  or   angle- 
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composed  of  syenetic  greeii-*8tone,  or  por* 
phyry  with  actynoUte. 

Having  left  Matucana  (which  is  a  con- 
siderable village  enjoying  a  imld  atmosphere, 
with  some  open  ground  around  it,)  for 
Surco,  two  or  three  league9  Ipwer  down, 
porphyry  continues  all  the  distance  be- 
tween these  two  villages.  It  throws  off 
large  fragments  or  masses,  that  nearly  block 
up  the  road  and  bed  of  the  river. 

Surco  is  a  small  village,  which  possesses 
the  temperature  of  Yaso  on  the  Canta  road  ; 
and,  like  it,  is  notorious  for  its  waters  pro- 
ducing the  disease  called  verugas,  or  warty 
excrescences.  From  Surco  to  a  league  and 
a  half,  or  thereabouts,  below  it,  we  have 
trachyte  porphyry ;  and,  as  we  ride  along,  it 
becomes  gradually  coarser-grained,  till  each 
grain  at  length  appears  as  large  as  a  hazel- 
nut. It  is  succeeded  by  felspar  porphyry, 
which  extends  along  the  side  of  the  ravine 
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in  which  we  travel  to  the  extent  of  about 
two  leagues  and  a  half^  or  a  league  be- 
low the  village  called  Cocachacera^  situated 
three  leagues  lower  down  the  river  or  ravine 
than  Surco.  Cocachacera,  within  twelve 
leagues  of  the  capital^  is  surrounded  by  fruit- 
trees  ;  and  here  the  traveller  may  recline  at 
his  ease  in  the  grateful  shade,  while  refresh- 
ment may  be  procured  for  man  and  beast. 

From  one  league  below  Cocachacera  we 
have  syenite  extending  the  distance  of  half 
a  league  by  our  way.  It  is  followed  by 
syenetic  granite,  and  continues  for  some 
distance  with  a  varying  aspect,  till  it  runs 
gradually  into  the  coarse  granite,  which  also 
appears  in  large  loose  blocks  heaped  on 
the  face  of  the  naked  mountains  between 
Saint  Ana  and  Chaclacayo  as  we  enter  the 
headland  of  the  Vale  of  Rimac. 

The  above-named  villages  of  Chaclacayo 
(six  leagues  from  the  city),  Cocachacera, 
Surco,   Matucana,    and   San   Mateo,   afford 
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successive  stages,  and  gradations  of  changes 
of  air  and  climate  to  invalids  from  Lima,  who 
are  too  enfeebled,  or  otherwise  find  it  not 
convenient,  to  proceed  beyond  San  Mateo,  or 
to  cross  the  Cordillera  by  Yauli  for  Tarma, 
nineteen  leagues  to  the  north-east  of  San 
Mateo. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Site,  population,  and  climate  of  Cerro  Pasco.  —  Houses.  — 
Coal,  and  other  kinds  of  fuel — ^Timber  for  use  of  the  mines, 
&c. — Where  brought  from. — Fruit  and  provisions. — Mines. 
— Mantadas. — Boliches. — Habilitador.  —  Mint.  —  Returns 
of  the  mines.  —  Banks  of  Rescate. — Pasco  foundery. 

The  town  of  Cerro  Pasco,  about  fourteen 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  has 
its  site  in  an  irregular  hollow  on  the  northern 
side  of  a  group  of  small  hills,  which  com* 
mence  at  Old  Pasco  on  the  north-east  limit 
of  the  high  table-land  of  Bombon. 

Cerro  Pasco  is  thus  situated  at  nearly 
equal  distances,  or  about  twenty  leagues, 
from  Tarma  on  the  south  and  Huanaco  on 
the  north,  both  after  their  kind  fertile  and 
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productive.  It  has  the  fine  lake  ofChinchay- 
cocha,  near  old  Pasco  on  its  south  ;  and,  on 
the  north,  the  outskirts  of  the  town  almost 
reach  to  a  funnel-mouthed  gullet  which  leads 
with  a  rapid  descent  to  the  village  of  Quinoa, 
three  leagues  distant.  Its  eastern  and  west- 
ern aspects  are  bounded  in  the  view  by  the 
respective  ridges  of  the  eastern  and  western 
Cordillera;  and  the  intervening  spaces  be- 
tween this  bed  of  Peruvian  treasure,  and 
the  stupendous  barriers  presented  by  these 
commanding  summits,  forming  a  grand  am- 
phitheatre, are  enlivened  throughout  much 
of  their  extent  by  the  innumerable  herds  of 
sheep  and  folds  of  cattle  that  roam  and  ftou< 
rish  upon  them.  Here  and  there  are  seen 
groups  of  the  tame  llama  and  shy  vicuSra ; 
whilst  the  whole  landscape  is  variegated 
with  lakes,  rivulets,  and  marshes,  whose 
surfaces  are  ever  rippled  by  the  fluttering 
flocks  of  geese,  ducks,  snipes,  plovers,  water- 
hens,  herons,  yauavicas,  flamingos,  &c.  which 
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at  tbeir  proper  aod  appropriate  seasons  ani- 
mate and  adorn  this  wide  expanse.  Nor 
should  we  omit  to  mention  that  far  towards 
the  west,  and  skirting  the  limits  of  the  great 
plains^  are  seen  from  the  surrounding  heights 
strange  fragments  of  rock,  as  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Huallay,  that  assume  to  the  dis- 
tant eye  the  appearance  of  dark  pine-trees 
rising  under  the  shade  of  the  adjacent 
mountains. 

The  waters  of  this  mineral  district  are 
partlj  carried  off  by  the  famous  Adit  of  Qui- 
ullacocha,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  these 
naturally  percolate  northward  into  the  hol- 
low of  Rumillana  near  to  Cerro«  from  whence 
starts  the  spring  Puceoyaco,  the  source  of  the 
river  Huallaga. 

The  population  of  Cerro  Pasco  is  in  a 
great  degree  migratory,  for  it  increases  and 
diminishes  according  as  the  mines  are  highly 
productive,  or  in  a  state  of  poverty  and  inun- 
dation for  want  of  proper  drainage :  were  the 
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drainage  perfect^  the  treasure  that  wnight  be 
extracted  would  be  incalculable*  The  number 
of  inhabitants  is  never^  perhaps,  under  four 
or  five  thousand,  and  it  has  been  kno^vn    to 
swell  up  to  thrice  this  amount,  —  the   most 
active  hands  happily  finding  accommodation 
under  ground.     When  the  mines  were  thus 
productive,  the  abode  of  the  master-miner 
rang  with  the  clink  of  hard  dollars,  as  the  die 
was  kept  in  constant  motion;  and  the  fair 
sex  crowded  from  the  more  genial  vales,  and 
enlivened  the  miners'  home  with  the  song, 
guitar,  and  dance. 

The  climate  of  Cerro  Pasco  is  for  nearly 
one  half  the  year,  or  from  the  end  of  No- 
vember to  May,  exceedingly  gloomy  and 
variable.  Jn  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  the 
wind  is  often  observed  to  take  the  round 
of  the  compass';  and  in  the  same  time  it 
changes  from  fair  to  rain^  from  rain  to  sleet, 
snow,  hail,  and  rain  again.  The  lanes,  for 
streets  they   merit   not  to   be  termed^  are 
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during  the  greater  part  of  these  months 
wet  and  miry.  The  thermometer  of  Fah- 
renheit, during  this  period,  rarely  rises  above 
44''  in  the  shade,  and  seldom  falls  so  low  as 
the  freezing  point. 

But  during  the  dry  season,  which  reigns 
from  May  to  November,  it  is  much  other- 
wise ;  and  then,  though  the  sun  at  noon 
shines  forth  with  great  power  in  the  face 
of  a  cloudless  canopy,  the  frosts  at  night  are 
intense,  and  the  evenings  and  the  mornings 
are  keenly  piercing  and  cold.  In  the  course 
of  the  month  of  August  the  air  is  so  remark- 
ably dry  that  the  nose  and  fauces  become 
parched  and  painful.  The  writer  suffered 
so  much  from  this  troublesome  affection  as 
to  find  it  necessary  to  seek  a  more  tem- 
perate air  a  few  leagues  off,  when  the  ail- 
ment disappeared  immediately. 

The  severity  of  the  climate  of  Cerro  Pasco 
had  little  to  mitigate  its  effects  in  the  man- 
ner wherein  houses  were  constructed  in  the 
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time  of  the  Spaniards.  The  dwellings  are 
covered  with  thatch,  and  this  is  the  unfortu- 
nate cause  of  frequent  and  destructive  fires 
breaking  out  in  the  town.  To  avoid  such 
accidents,  one  or  two  houses  have  been  lately 
covered  with  lead. 

It  was  not  until  the  arrival  of  the  Peru- 
vian Mining  Company,  in  December  1825, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  taught  how  to  mi- 
tigate the  evils  of  their  inclement  home 
by  the  construction  of  chimneys  and  proper 
fire-places,  as  well  as  glazed  windows;  and 
for  the  introduction  of  these  comforts  to  the 
dwellings  and  firesides  of  the  miners  we 
have  heard  the  company  blessed,  long  after 
its  agents  had  to  forsake  those  regions  of 
subterranean  wealth.  Though  this  rich  dis- 
trict has  not  the  natural  advantages  of  a 
favourable  climate,  yet  it  possesses  that  by 
which  its  rigour  may  be  softened  and  its 
effects  meliorated ;  it  has  abundance  of  coaL 

Within  five  miles  or  thereabouts  of  Cerro 
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Pasco,  is  a  coal-mine  of  rather  inferior 
quality,  from  which  Captain  Hodge,  a  dis- 
tinguished miner  from  Cornwall,  used  to 
supply  his  customers.  The  coal  burnt  at 
the  steam-engine  was  conveyed  about  five  or 
six  miles  from  the  coal-mine,  near  the  pueblo 
of  Rancas,  called  ^^  La  mlna  de  las  Maqui- 
nas,"  and  is  of  very  superior  quality.  The 
fuel,  however,  which  is  most  common  in 
Cerro  Pasco,  as  well  as  all  over  the  frigid 
districts  of  the  Sierra,  is  ''  champa"  a  turf 
(not  peat)  cut  from  the  surface  of  the  marsh- 
land. Charcoal  becomes  very  expensive ;  and 
the  large  braseros  or  pans,  in  which  the 
rich  miners  once  used  to  burn  it,  (though 
not  always  with  impunity,  because  of  the 
deleterious  effect  of  the  carbonic  acid  gas 
evolved,)  are  fortunately  out  of  fashion  since 
the  advantages  of  the  chimneys  and  grates 
have  become  known. 

For  smelting  purposes,  at  different  mining 
situations  in  the  Sierra,  the  ordure  of  quad- 
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rupeds  is  collected  on  the  plains  in  the  drjr 
season,   and  used  as  fuel  with  rushes    and 
long  grass   which    grow    on    the    pasture- 
grounds. 

Heavy  timber  for  the  use  of  the  mines 
and  mineral  haciendas,  and  lighter  timber 
for  house-building  in  Cerro  Pasco,  is  drag^ 
ged  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  and  over  bad 
and  uneven  road,  by  men  and  oxen,  from 
the  woods  of  Paucartambo,  at  the  entrance 
into  the  Montana,  to  the  south-east  of 
Pasco. 

Fodder  is  sometimes  exceedingly  scarce 
and  dear  in  Cerro  Pasco.  It  frequently  takes 
six  reals,  or  one  dollar  (3^.  or  4^.),  daily,  to 
feed  a  mule  or  horse  with  "  alcaser"  or  barley- 
straw  cut  down  when  green,  and  conducted 
on  beasts'  backs  from  the  small  villages  in 
adjoining  glens ;  and  it  is  therefore  customary 
for  those  who  come  to  Pasco  on  business, 
and  have  several  mules  or  horses,  to  send 
them  away  to  the  nearest  convenient  pastures 
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untfl  required  to  renew-  their  journey.  In- 
deed, in  Cerro  Pasco  itself  are  to  be  seen  in 
the  wet  season  small  patches  of  barley  which 
never  ripens,  and  is  cut  down  green  ;  but  the 
quantity  grown  is  too  trifling  to  deserve 
notice,  except  in  so  far  as  it  goes  to  show 
the  sort  of  climate  in  this  locality.  Pota- 
toes and  *'  alcaser"  are  the  principal  pro- 
ductions of  Quinoa  ;  for,  though  its  pastures 
are  good,  the  temperature  of  the  place  is  too 
cold  to  produce  maize :  but  a  league  or  two 
lower  down,  at  a  village  called  Cajamar- 
quilla,  wheat  may  be  grown,  but  in  small 
quantity  for  want  of  sufficient  arable  land. 
At  this  place  are  numerous  little  gardens 
carefully  cultivated,  whence  onions,  cab- 
bages, lettuces,  and  flowers  for  the  use  of 
churches  and  chapels,  &c.  are  taken,  and 
sold  in  Pasco  market-place,  which  through- 
out the  year  is  well  supplied  with  a  variety 
of  fruits,  plenty  of  good  fresh  meat  and 
other   provisions    in    abundance^   from    the 
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warm  and  temperate  valleys  beneath,  and 
lakes  and  plains  around  the  mines.* 

"  No  one  is  ignorant,"  says  the  intel* 
ligent  and  active  prefect,  Don  Francisco 
Quiros,  in  his  report  to  the  departmental 
junta  of  his  jurisdiction  of  Junin,  assembled 
in  Huanuco  in  18S3, — "  No  one  is  ignorant 
that  the  richest  fountain  of  our  national 
wealth  this  day  is  concentrated  in  the  im- 
mense treasures  of  the  mineral  of  Pasco. 
Its  works,  conducted  with  intelligence  and 
managed  with  economy,  would  be  more  than 
enough  to  spread  abroad  abundance  in  aU 
the  republic,  enough  to  draw  towards  us 
the  productions  of  the  whole  universe,  and 
to  increase-  incalculably  the  ddights  and 
comforts  of  life.  But  the  fatality  which 
too  often  persecutes  what  is  good,  has 
plunged   us    in   misery.     Avaricious  hands, 

*  Wheat  and  flour  are  priDcipally  supplied  from  Jauja,  and 
barley  from  Tarma ;  fruit  from  Huanuco,  and  sugar  from  Hua- 
nuco and  Huaylas. 
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desiring  to  enrich  thetnsdlves  in  a  momeutf 
have  for  years  back  paralysed  our  best  ex-- 
ertions ;    and    by   the    indiscreet   liberality 
of  our  mineral    statute,   *  ordenanza/  per- 
mitting the  labouring  miners  to  be  paid  in 
ore,  and  thereby  violating  more  and  more 
the  principles  of  subterranean  architecturej 
it  would  seem  that  instead  of  supporting  the 
ample  domes  with  solid  pillars,  pains  had  been 
taken  to  bring  them  down.     There,  as  in  a 
sepulchre,    our    most    flattering   hopes   will 
be  interred,  if  with  a  strong  hand   abuses 
so  enormous  shall  not   be  checked,  —  if  a 
wholesome  severity  may  not  be  able  to  re- 
strain the   scandalous  practice   of  thieving, 
as   well  as  the  irregular   mode    of  subter- 
ranean labour." 

The  mine  labourer  can  choose  for  himself, 
by  the  laws  of  the  mineral  district,  one  of 
two  sorts  of  payment.  He  can  have  four 
reals,  or  two  shillings,  daily  as  a  fixed  hire  ; 
or  he  may  choose  to  retain  a  certain  pro- 
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pwtkm  of  the  ore,  which  be  l^reaks  down 
from  the  mine,  and  carriesi,  {panting  loudly 
under  his   burden,  contained  in  a  leathern 
bag  or  capacho,)  to  the  surface,  where  the 
division  takes  place  by  established  measure  ; 
and  the   women,   with  a  pot  of  chicha  in 
hand,  eagerly  grasped  at  by  the  overheated 
and    half-exhausted    capachero    or    carrier, 
commonly  stand  by  the  mouth  of  the  mine 
to  carry  home  the  miner's  share, — a  bundle 
of  ore  called  **  mantada."    A  common  work- 
man's daily  share  of  metal  may  be  worth  a 
great  deal   of  money,  or  it  may  be  worth 
little  or  nothing.     When  the  former  is  the 
case,  the  mine  is  said  to  be  in  **  boya "  or 
"   boUa/'  namely,  a  state  of  rich  production, 
when  the  common  labourer  naturally  insists 
upon  being  paid  in  metal ;  and  again,  when 
the  mine  does  not  produce  good  ore,  or  such 
as  pays  well,  the  labourer,  who  throws  away 
his  all  on  the  pageantry  of  religious  festivals 
and  processions,    claims   his  four  reals  per 
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day's  work,  and  will  have  no  share  in  bis  evxi* 
ployer's  bad  bar^n. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  great  mitie,  calfed 
the  King's  mine,  —  •*  La  mina  del  Rey,"  — 
which  rendered  the  &mily  of  Yjura  so  fa- 
mous and  so  wealthy,  —  a  labourer  has  been 
known  in  our  own  day  to  refuse  eighty 
dollars  for  his  mantada,  which  abounded  in 
pieces  of  polverilla  and  massisa,  or  ore  rich 
in  native  and  nearly  pure  silver.  Native  and 
massive  silver  is,  however,  necessarily  rare, 
and  only  occurs  in  small  and  scattered  portions 
among  other  metals  of  good  quality.  The  bet- 
ter the  quality  of  the  ore,  so  much  greater 
is  the  damage  and  loss  from  robbery  sus- 
tained by  the  mine  and  master  miner; 
and  it  often  happens  that  the  cost  of  rais- 
ing the  ore,  extracting  the  silver,  paying 
government  and  local  duties,  the  repair  of 
the  underground  works,  supply  of  salt  and 
quicksilver,  together  with  all  the  expense 
of    major-domos,    and    wear    and    tear    of 
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muung  utensils,  loss    on   cargo-mules  and 
Uamas,  &c.  exceed  the  whole  returns  of  the 
mine.     Hence,  we  have  known  a  most  in- 
telligent,  active,  and  distinguished    master 
miner  of  Pasco,  four  or  five  of  whose  mines 
yielded  mostly  all   the   rich   ore   extracted 
from  that  mineral  in  the   years  18S7  and 
1828,  declare  that,  after  having  put  about 
two  millions  of  dollars  in  circulation  from 
the  produce  of  these  mines,  he  himself  was 
rather  a  loser  than  a  gainer,  notwithstand- 
ing such  abundant  returns. 

The  number  of  mines  at  Cerro  usually  at 
work  since  they  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Patriots  are  comparatively  few :  though  in 
the  different  districts  or  sections  of  this  place, 
known  under  the  names  Santa  Rosa,  Yau- 
ricocha,  Caya,  Yanacancha,  Cbeupimarca,  and 
Matagenle,  there  are  several  hundred  well- 
known  mines  from  which  silver  has  been,  and 
yet  may  be,  plentifully  dug  out,  provided  a 
perfect  drainage  should  ever  be  effected.  The 
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mines  of  late  actually  productive  in  Cerro 
Pasco  maybe  said  generally ta amount  to  about 
thirty  in  number,  and  to  be  at  work  for  about 
eight  months  in  the  year.  Some  of  these  are 
of  course  of  inferior  quality ;  but  the  metal« 

* 

which,  by  assay  or  experiment  on  the  small 
scale,  only  yield  six  or  seven  mares  per  cqjon 
or  box,  (the  marc  being  eight  ounces,  and  the 
cajon  t#enty-five  mules'  load  of  ten  arrobes, 
or  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each,)  are 
found  to  be  worth  the  working,  provided  the 
ore  be  not  very  difficult  to  extract,  either  on 
account  of  the  character  of  the  vein,  or  the 
depth  of  the  workings.  The  metals  of  Santa 
Rosa,  when  they  yield  ten  marcs  of  silver  per 
cajon,  and  when  quicksilver  is  at  a  moderate 
pricej  pay  the  miner  better  than  richer  ores, 
because  they  do  not  tempt  the  cupidity  of 
the  labourers,  who  are  therefore  contented 
with  the  fixed  sum  of  four  reals  wages  per 
day,  instead  of  the  mantadas  or  bundles  of 
metal  already  mentioned. 
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These  mantadas  are  purchased  by  a 
of  men  called  bdlieheros^  or  owners  of  bo- 
liches.  This  boliche  is,  to  the  common  grind- 
ing-mills  on  the  mine-estates  or  haciendas, 
what  the  hand-mill  of  the  Israelites  was  to 
the  modern  corn-mills  moved  by  machine- 
ry :  it  is  a  kind  of  rocking-stone,  placed  on 
the  concave  surface  of  a  larger  stone  well  ac- 
commodated underneath.  Metal,  in  compa- 
ratively small  quantities,  is  ground  between 
these  two  stones  by  a  man  who,  with  the 
help  of  a  long  pole,  balances  himself  on  the 
upper  roundish  and  heavy  stone,  which  by 
the  weight  and  motion  of  his  own  body 
he  keeps  rocking  incessantly.  The  metal,  or 
ore,  thus  ground,  is  the  very  richest ;  poor  or 
ordinary  ore  could  not  pay  on  this  small 
scale :  but  the  ore  bought  of  the  labouring 
miners  usually  enriches  the  bolichero,  who, 
tempted  by  the  prospects  of  a  ready  for- 
tune, does  not  hesitate  to  encourage  the 
thieving    practices    complained    of   in    the 
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departmental  i  report  of  our  friend  the  pre- 
fect of  Junin,  himself  a  native  of  Cerro 
Pasco. 

The  town  of  Cerro  Pasco  —  of  which  the 
very  "  adobes/'  or  imburnt  bricks,  partly 
used  in  some  of  the  houses,  contain  silver  ~- 
is  itself  so  burrowed  under,  that  one  is  really 
in  no  small  danger  of  inadvertently,  and 
especially  at  night,  falling  into  old  mines, 
or  rather'  pits,  — sometimes  superficial,  some- 
times deep  and  fathomless,  and  half  filled 
with  water.  The  mines  are  irregularly 
wrought  under  ground ;  and  the  experienced 
hands  burrow  like  rabbits  through  holes  not 
commonly  known,  and  so  come  at  rich 
metab  by  stealth,  to  be  immediately  ex- 
changed for  dollars  at  the  bolicheros.  The 
best  way  to  prevent  such  plunder  would  be 
to  prohibit  boliches.  While  this  species  of 
robbery  goes  on,  Cerro  Pasco,  though  re- 
moved from  the  sphere  of  the  earthquakes 
that   infest   the  coast,  is  in  risk   of  being 
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swallawed  up  by  the  falling-in  of  the 
arches  of  the  mines,  supported  on  pillars 
frequently  consisting  of  rich  ore.  The 
thieves  pilfer  from  these  pillars,  and  so 
weaken  the  supports  of  the  whole  under- 
ground fabric,  that  now  and  then  entire 
arches  fall  in,  sometimes  producing  a  sa- 
crifice of  lives  or  other  disastrous  conse- 
quences. 

We  see  the  Pasco  miners  always  in  the 
midst  of  riches,  and  always  embarrassed : 
they  are  kept  in  a  state  of  continued  tantali- 
zation.  The  miner,  it  is  true,  sometimes  has 
immense  and  rapid  gains,  in  spite  of  rogues 
and  plunderers  everywhere  about  him,  at 
comparatively  little  expense  of  time  or  mo- 
ney ;  and  this  occasional  success  leads  others 
to  indulge  in  a  hope  of  similar  good  fortune, 
which  hurries  the  majority  of  speculators  in 
this  channel  into  pecuniary  difficulties :  for, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  necessary  outlay  is  often 
great  without  any  compensation ;  and  when 
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the  capital  is  too  limited,  though  in  the  main 
the  undertaking  be  a  good  one,  ruin  is  near. 
Shopkeepers  and  dealers  in  plata-piiia  are 
tempted,  by  prospects  of  commercial  advan^ 
tagCj  to  lend  money  to  the  harassed  mine- 
owner  to  enable  him  to  forward  his  works, 
and  to  repay  the  loan  in  pina  *  at  so  much 
per  marc.  Such  a  lender  is  called.  *'  habili- 
tador:"  but  it  unluckily  happens  for  this 
capitalist  that,  by  the  custom  and  usage 
of  the  miner,  the  last  *^  habilitador ''  has 
a  claim  to  be  first  paid,  which  leads  to 
the  worst  practical  results.     The  miner  is 

*  Plata-pina,  or  simply  pina,  is  the  name  given  to  silver  not 
entirely  purified  from  the  mercury  which  adheres  to  it  in  the 
process  of  amalgamation.  Amalgamation  is  effected  by  mixing 
the  ore,  after  it  has  been  ground,  with  salt  and  quicksilver ; 
traading  the  whole  together  by  men  or  cattle  ;  then  allowing  it 
to  repose  in  cerco,  or  in  the  enclosure  in  which  it  has  been  trod- 
den, for  a  month  or  six  weeks.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time 
the  quicksilver  is  supposed  to  have  combined  with  all  the  sUver 
in  the  mass,  and  to  have  formed  a  perfect  amalgam,  called  pelloy 
which  is  separated  by  washmg  away  the  mud  and  refuse  of  the 
ore.  The  pella,  thus  procured,  is  white,  and  so  liquid  that,  by 
putting  it  into  a  strong  bag  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  mer- 
cury is  made,  by  pressure,  to  escape,  leaving  the  amalgam  of  a 
solid  consistence.  It  is  decomposed  by  a  red  heat ;  and  the  mer- 
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generally  a  reckless    gambler,  who    spends 
money  as  fast  as  it  comes  to  him,   not    in 
improving  his  mines,  but  in  indulging    his 
vices ;  and  in  this  manner  the  interest  of  the 
first  habilitadors  may  be  successively    post- 
poned to  the  claims  of  the  most  recent,  who 
frequently  is  disappointed  in  his  turn  ;  while 
the  difficulties  of  the  miner  are  not  removed, 
but  merely  prolonged,  and  he  is  involved  in 
everlasting  disputes  and  litigation. 

The  risk,  expense,  and  delay  occasioned 
at  all  times,  and  more  particularly  in  days 
of  civil  broil,  by  the  necessity  of  forwarding 

cury  being  distilled,  it  may  again  be  applied  to  the  same  purpose 
as  before.    Id  this  process,  however,  there  is  usually  a  great 
waste  of  quicksilver  on  account  of  the  bad  apparatus  employ- 
ed; and  the  fixed  metal  or  silver  which  remains  is  what  is 
called  pina.    This  pina  is  usually  sold  by  the  miner  in  round 
masses  larger  than  cannon-balls ;  and  these  balls  of  silver  are, 
by  the  trader  who  does  not  venture  on  smuggling,  carried 
to  the  government  smelter  stationed  at  the  mines,  (an  office 
for  many  years  back  honourably  filled  at  Cerro  Pasco  by  a 
learned  and  good  man,  Don  Toribio  de  Oyorzabal,)  by  whom 
they  are  cast  into  the  foundery,  and,  being  there  melted  down 
and  sufficiently  purified,  are  now  cast  into  bars,  which  are 
stamped  as  being  of  a  proper  %  or  standard  purity :  after 
which  they  may  be  conveyed  to  the  mint  for  coinage. 
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the  bars  of  silva:  from  Pasco  to-  Lima  for 
the  purpose  of  coinage^  are  felt  as  so  inaitjr 
real  grievances  by  the  miner ;  and  it  is  known 
that  these  causes^  with  the  desire  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  the  established  duties,  have 
led  to  a  contraband  trade  across  the  by-* 
ways  of  the  mountains  to  the  coast,  which 
no  number  of  custom-house  officers  could 
prevent,  even  on  the  extravagant  supposi- 
tion of  their  being  proof  against  bribery  and 
corruption.  The  evils  attendant  on  the  exist- 
ing arrangements  led  the  legislature  to  pass  a 
law  for  the  establishment  of  a  mint  at  the 
mines  of  Pasco ;  but  this  desirable  object  has 

not  yet  been  carried  into  effect  in  a  proper  and 

* 

efficient  manner,  though  we  understood  that 
the  prefect  Quiros  employed  a  native  trades- 
man to  erect  some  rude  machinery  by  which 
a  few  hundred  dollars  were  thrown  off  daily. 
An  extract  from  a  memoir  presented  in  the 
year  1832  to  the  congress  in  Lima  by  Mr. 
Tudela,  the  Peruvian  minister  of  "  Hacien- 
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da"  or  home  affairs,  may  give  an  idea  of  the 
returns  of  the  mines.     ^  To  animate  mining* 
industry,"  says  he^  *^  one  most  essential  thing 
is  the  convenient  supply  of  quicksilver,  with 
which  our  metals  are  generally  extracted  from 
their  ores  ;  because  smelting  is  not  suited  for 
the  greater  number  of  these,  neither  is  it  used 
for  those  ores  to  the  re6ning  of  which  it  is 
adapted.*     The  price  of  the  quicksilver  de- 
termines the  profit  or  loss  on  the  poorer  me- 
tals; and  neither  exemption  from  duties  of 
cobas-f  and  tithes,  nor  any  other  protection 
which  the  law  dispenses  to  the  mining  cor- 

*  At  Huallianca,  Hnalliay,  and  several  other  parts  of  the 
rich  department  of  Junin^  smelting  is  used  for  the  extraction 
of  silver:  bat  in  Cerro  Pasco  smelting  is  little  practised. 
In  the  district  of  Yauricocha,  and  especially  in  the  great  or 
King's  mine,  the  ores  are  found  to  contain  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  sulphuret  of  lead ;  and,  also,  of  the  sulphurets 
of  copper,  of  iron,  and  of  silver. 

Such  is  the  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  distributed  among 
the  mines  of  Cerro  Pasco,  which  are  placed  among  limestone 
hills,  that  the  water  which  they  contain  is  observed  to  corrode 
the  iron  machinery  exposed  to  its  continued  action. 

f  '*  C060S."— This  was  a  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
the  metals  extracted  from  the  mines.    Its  origin,  as  we  are  in- 
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poration,  compensate  for  the  expense  of  this 
article. 

**  In  Huancavelica,  Peru  possesses  one  of 
the  richest  quicksilver  mines  on  earth,  —  a 
mine  which  comprehends  forty-one  hills,  ex- 
amined and  found  intersected  with  veins,  of 
which  one  part  alone,  that  of  Saint  Barbara, 
called  the  "  Great,"  yielded  five  thousand 
quintals  of  quicksilver  per  annum  for  two 
centuries.  It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of 
importance  to  inquire  if  it  could  be  conve-» 
niently  worked ;  and  it  has  been  found  that, 
with  moderate  support  and  certain  arrange- 
ments, quicksflver  may  be  procured  at  sixty- 
five  dollars  per  quintal.* 

formed,  was  a  grant  to  this  amount,  made  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
meut  in  favour  of  an  individual  of  the  name  of  Cobo.  This 
became  a  permanent  tax  which,  lilce  the  tithes  of  the  metals, 
afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  government,  until  both  were 
abolished  a  few  years  ago,  as  alluded  to  in  the  text. 

*  We  have  lately  learned  that  during  the  years  1837  and 
early  in  1 838,  quicksilver  became  so  gcarce  In  Peru,  that  it  cost 
200  or  220  dollars  per  quintal.  The  consequence  has  been 
that  a  private  company,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Protector, 
Santa  Cruz,  was  formed  by  the  enterprising  General  Otero  and 
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**  The  opeimtioDs  of  the  mints  concur  in 
proring  the  necessity  of  banks :  for,  grant- 
ing the  mint  of  Lima  has  stamped  in  the 
last  three  years  4»902,762  dollars,  and  the 
mint  at  Cuzco,  in  the  years  1829  and  1831, 
969»939  dollars,  the  augmentation  of  coin- 
age does  not  correspond  to  that  which  should 
result  from  the  abolition  of  the  duties  of  co- 
boa  and  tithes  since  the  26th  February  1830, 
and  the  increase  in  the  coinage  at  Cuzco  pro- 
ceeds from  other  causes.  When  these  dtities" 
(viz.  cobos  and  tithes)  "  were  yet  exacted,  in 

others,  to  clear  out  the  Socabon,  or  adit,  and  re-work  the  long 
neglected  and  abandoned  mines  of  Huancavelica — which  are  dis-  , 
tant  from  Cerro  Pasco  sixty-six  leagues,  by  the  route  of  Tarma, 
Jauja,  and  Iscuchaca.  This  company  has  made  some  progress  in 
the  works ;  but  the  quantity  of  quicksilver  yet  extracted  by  them 
cannot  be  said  to  have  had  any  sensible  influence  on  the  price 
of  this  valuable  metal,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  large  ship- 
ments lately  made  of  it,  has  fallen  to  about  one-half  the  above 
enormous  price.  During  the  period  referred  to,  —  though  the 
drainage  and  works  at  Cerro  were  considerably  improved, — ^no 
mines  of  second  or  third  rate  could  cover  the  expense  of  amal- 
gamation ;  and,  therefore,  the  metal  extracted  from  them  was 
allowed  to  accumulate  in  heaps,  (constantly  guarded  by  Indiaa 
watchmen,  called  <<  tapacos,'')  to  the  estimated  value  of  three 
millions  of  dollars. 
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the  Lima  mint  alooei  in  the  year  1827»  more 
than  2,700,000  dollars  were  coined ;  but  in 
that  year,  in  addition  to  the  beneficial  drains 
age  of  the  Pasco  mines,  the  contraband  trade 
had    not  extended  ^  itself  as  afterwards    it 
did*    To  diminish  the  evils  produced  by  con- 
traband trade  in  mining  places  or  in  their 
immediate   environs,   funds,   in  addition   to 
banks  of   ^  Rescate,'  are   necessary  in   the 
houses  of  coinage;   with  which   being  pro- 
vided/neither   the   holders  of  bullion   shall 
be   deterred   from   presenting  it  because  of 
the  delay  they  experience  in  being  paid  its 
value,  nor,  if  this  delay  be  shortened,  shall 
the  treasury  suffer  the  severe  losses  to  which 
it  is  actually  subjected.     One  hundred  thou* 
sand  dollars  in  the  Lima  mint^   and   fifty 
thousand  in  the  mint  of  Cuzco>  should  prove 
sufficient  to  meet  all  difficulties." 

We  may  remark,  that  the  want  of  such 
mint  deposits  as  are  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Tu- 
dela  is  one  of  the  principal  ^  sources  of  mis^ 

VOL.  II.  c 
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trust  in  revolationary  times ;  as  the  possessor 
of  bullion  will  rather  run  the  risk  of  smug« 
gling,  than  the  chance  either  of  losing  all 
his  capital,  or  of  being  long  deprived  of  its 
value  in  hard  dollars,  if.  he  carries  it  in  the 
regular  channel  to  the  Lima  mint.      The 
banks  of  Rescate  to  which  Mr.  Tudela  re- 
fers, now  so  much  desired  in  Peru,  are  only 
funds   deposited   in   certain   situations,  and 
under  proper  superintendence,  for  the  miner 
to  be  thereby  enabled  to  exchange  his  pina 
at  a  fixed  and  just  value  in  current  money, 
by  which  he  is  put  in  possession  of  dollars 
as  soon  as  his  pina  is  ready  for  the  market. 
And  this,  we  may  venture  to  say,   is  the 
only  sort  of  bank  calculated  to  be  of  real 
service    to    the   dissolute  miner ;  as  it  en- 
courages his    industry,  without    putting  it 
in  his  power  to  outrun  his  credit  with  the 
bank,  or  of  ruining  himself  and  family,  and 
kindling   the  worst    of   passions  in  conse- 
quence of  forfeiting  his  mines,  which  would 
frequently  be    the   case  if  these  were  ac- 
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cepted  in  security  for  cash  advances^  to  be 
spent  probably  in  feasts,  frolics,  cards,  and 
dicing,  instead  of  being  applied  to  the  pro- 
fessed purpose  of  working  his  mines  or  im- 
proving his  property. 

The  number  of  marcs*  of  silver  reduced 
to  bars,  in  the  foundery  at  Cerro  Pasco,  from 
the  year  1825  to  1836  inclusive,  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  information,  as  follows  : — 


Years. 
1825 

1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 


Marcs. 

56,971 
163,852 
221,707 
201,330 

82,031 

95,265 
135,134 
219,378 
257,669 
272,558 
246,820 
237,840 

2,190,555 


*  The  product  of  a  marc  of  silver  of  standard  parity  is 
eight  dollars  four  reals,  or  1/.  14«.  sterling. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Descent  from  Pasco  to  Huanuco. —  Succession  of  works  for 

grinding  and  amalgamating  silver  ore.  —  Quinoa Caji^ 

marquilla. — Huariaca.  —  San  Rafael.  —  Ambo.  —  Vale  of 
Huanuco ;  its  beauties  and  advantages. — State  of  agriculture 
in  this  vale,  and  traffic  with  Pasco. — The  College  named 
La  Virtud  Peruana. — Steam  navigation  on  the  river  Hual- 
laga^  and  civilization  of  the  wild  Indians  of  the  Montana. 
--Natural  productions  of  the  Monta&a. 

Some  of  the  valleys  in  Peru,  like  that  by 
Obrajillo  and  Canta,  extend  from  the  coast 
to  the  Cordillera :  some  are  only  a  few  leagues 
of  rapid  descent  from  the  puna  or  lofty  table- 
land,  as  Tarma,  for  example,  from  the  heights 

«  *  • 

of  Junin ;  but  others  sink  deeply  into  the  bo- 
som of  the  central  Andes,  or  dip  under  the 
brow  of  the  Montana,  as,  for  example,  Guarri- 
gancha  and  Huanuco,  of  the  latter  of  which 
we  purpose  to  offer  a  more  particular  account. 
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Huanuco  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
ancient  town  called  Leon  de  Guanuco,  of 
which  the  remarkable  remains  are  still  well 
worth  visiting  on  the  high  pasture-land  of 
Huamalies :  for  the  city  now  called  Hua- 
nuco, or,  as  some  write  it>  Guanuco,  is  in  a 
delightful  valley,  twenty-two  leagues  in  a 
north-easterly  direction  from  the  mines  of 
Cerro  Pasco,  with  a  descent  of  about  seven 
thousand  feet ;  thus  situated,  as  nearly  as  may 
be^  half-way  in  respect  to  altitude  between 
Cerro  Pasco  and  the  ocean. 

In  the  first  three  leagues  of  our  descent 
from  the  mines  to  the  vale,  we  pass  by  a 
number  of  mills  for  grinding  metal,  pre- 
paratory to  its  being  mixed  with  salt  and 
quicksilver  for  the  purpose  of  amalgamation. 
These  are  situated  in  a  narrow  rocky  glen ; 
the  rugged  road  through  it  lying  often  along 
the  bed  of  the  stream  that  wanders  down  it, 
putting  a  great  many  mills  successively  in 
motion  as  it  is  directed  into  troughs  or  canals 
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leading  to  the  clumsy  machinery  of  the  had- 
endas,  to  which  the  ore  is  conducted  at  great 
trouble  and  expense,  on  the  backs  of  mules^ 
donkeys,  and  llamas. 

From  the  village  of  Quinoa,  only  three 
leagues  from  Cerro,  and  once  celebrated  for 
its  gold  mine,  to  the  village  of  Cajamar*^ 
quilla,  two  leagues  lower  down,  the  road 
is  furrowed,  deep,  and  miry  during  the  wet 
season  ;  but  the '  pasture-grounds  are  good, 
and  upon  these  the  cattle  of  the  miners  are 
sent  to  feed  at  small  expense.  From  two  to 
three  leagues  below  Cajamarquilla,  of  which 
we  took  notice  in  our  account  of  Cerro  Pasco, 
is  Huariaca,  a  small  town  with  a  large  plaza, 
or  square,  and  very  good  houses.  This  town 
is  the  centre  of  a  curacy  and  seat  of  a  go- 
vernor, with  a  climate  analogous  to  that  of 
Obrajillo  on  the  road  between  Lima  and 
Cerro,  or  Cerro  Pasco,  formerly  noticed.  Its 
artificial  productions  are  also  the  same  as 
we   formerly  mentioned,  viz.  maize,  wheat. 
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beans,  potatoes,  &c. ;  but  here  natural  vegieta- 
tion  is  more  luxuriant^  and  the  air  exceed- 
ingly benign :  the  frosts  are  seldom  so  keen 
as  to  blight  or  wither  the  parks  of  lucern,  and 
troublesome  heat  is  unknown.  Huariaca  is 
endeared  to  the  memory  of  many  a  Cornish 
miner,  who  lost  his  health  in  Cerro  Pasco, 
and  at  this  rendezvous  for  convalescence  re- 
joiced in  the  smiling  aspect  of  nature,  and 
enjoyed  the  delightful  feeling  of  returning 
health.  The  writer,  in  common  with  seve- 
ral of  his  countrymen,  has  to  lament  the 
premature  death  of  the  curate  of  this  place. 
Dr.  Don  Pablo  de  Marticurena;  whose  in- 
telligence, hospitality,  and  amiable  disposi- 
tion rendered  him  an  object  of  love  and 
respect,  while  his  house  was  the  home  of 
the  traveller,  and  the  abode  of  charity,  with- 
out distinction  of  creed  or  country.  A  league 
below  Huariaca,  we  cross  a  bridge  placed 
over  the  small  river  of  Cono  or  Pallanchacra, 
a  short  distance  above  which  is  the  famous 
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tepid  mineral  well  of  Cono ;  to  wbich^  as  it 
is  in  a  temperate  little  glen,  the  sick  have 
frequent  recourse.    On  the    banks    of  this 
stream   we  have  peaches  in  perfection  and 
plenty;  and  as   we  approach  towards  the 
village  of  Saint  Rafael>  a  few  leagues  lower 
down,  we  are  amused  by  looking  up  at  heights 
topped   with  Indian  hamlets,    and  at  little 
flats  and  declivities  under  crop  of  wheat  and 
potatoes,   &c.  and,  near  the    river,   maize. 
The  temperature   of  Saint  Rafael  is  deli- 
cious>  and  this  locality  is  free  from  any  en* 
demic  disease. 

From  Saint  Rafael  to  Ambo  is  a  distance 
of  several  leagues  of  hard  road,  sometimes 
running  close  to  the  river's  edge,  often 
running  along  the  steep,  and  with  its  rocky 
staircases  and  narrow  passes  subjected  in 
time  of  rains  to  be  blocked  up  by  large 
stones  and  small  trees,  carried  down  by  the 
mountain  torrents.  Where  the  glen  expands 
towards    the   hill-tops,    but    closes  so   nar- 


AMBO.  33 

rowly  below  as  only  to  give  room  for  the 
channel  of  the  river,  we  find  the  road  at 
certain  narrows  carried  along  the  face  of 
the  rock ;  and  here  the  craggy  projections 
serve  as  supporters  for  poles  or  rafters  ex- 
tending   along    the    intervening   gaps,  and 

ft 

covered  with  flags  or  brushwood  laid  on 
and  coated  with  a  little  earth,  thus  form- 
ing an  extremely  awkward  and  narrow 
bridgeway  suspended  over  the  stream.  At 
Arabo,  nine  leagues  lower  down  than 
Huariaca,  the  aspect  of  the  country  is 
changed.  Here  the  loud  chirping  (for  it 
cannot  be  called  croaking)  of  little  frogs 
heard  by  night  —  the  granadilla  in  ele- 
gant flowering  festoons  seen  by  day  on 
the  pacay  and  lucuma  tree,  tell  the  warm 
and  thirsty  traveller  that  he  has  come 
to  the  land  of  '*  guarapo,"  *  where  he 
may   enjoy  the    cool   of  the   corridor,  and 

•  "  Gaarapo*'  is  the  name  for  the  fermented  cane-juice 
used  as  drink. 

c5 
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cast  off   the  load    of   his    Sierra    ponchos 
and  heavy  clothing. 

From  Ambo  to  the  city  of  Huanuco  we 
have  five  leagues  of  a  charming  ride ;  and 
from  Arabo  downwards^  the  Vale  of  Hua- 
nuco may  be  said  to  commence.      In  this 
vale  the    writer    resided    for    three  years. 
The  year  is,  as  usual,  divided  into  the  wet 
and  dry  seasons,  observing  the  same  periods 
of  change  as  we  have  already  noticed  to 
belong  to  the  seasons  on  the  high  Sierra. 
In  this  valley,  however,   snow  never  falls, 
except  on  the  summits  of  the  highest  hills ; 
and  the  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit  is  sel- 
dom seen  to  rise  above  72""  in  the  shade  of 
the  veranda,  or  wide-spreading  fig-tree.    In 
the  hottest  day,  when  every  little  stone  on 
the  surface  of  the  newly-turned  field  glis- 
tens in  the  sunbeams,  so  as  to  torment  the 
sight,  the  thermometer  rises  very  high  on 
being  exposed  in  the  open  air  to  the  direct 
rays  of  the  sun ;  but,  upon  being  removed  into 
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the  shade,  it  again  falls  to  a  very  few  de- 
grees above  70^ ;  and  scarcely  ever  through- 
out the  whole  year  is  it  seen  to  sink  under 
66^  of  the  night  thermometer  placed  with- 
in doors,-^hus  manifesting  an  equability  of 
atmospherical  temperature  altogether  as  ex- 
traordinary as  it  is  benignant.  So  small, 
then,  is  the  range  of  the  thermometer  in 
this  fine  locality,  that  the  state  of  the 
internal  circulation  of  our  frame  is  but 
little  disturbed  by  sudden  changes  induced 
by  vicissitudes  of  temperature.  To  the 
uniform  mildness  of  its  atmosphere  it  may 
be  principally  owing  that  pulmonary  con- 
sumption is  as  little  a  disease  of  this  fa- 
voured locality  as  ague  ;*  for  we  never, 
during  the  period  of  three  years  that 
we  resided  here,  had  occasion  to  know 
of  a  single  instance  in  which  this  dis- 
ease  originated    in    the  valley  ;   but   those 

•  "  Goto/*  or  goitre,  is  common  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Huanuco ;  but  it  is  a  disease  very  rarely  seen  on  the  western 
side  of  the  Andes. 
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who,  by  redding  in  other  situations,    had 
their  lungs  nearly  wasted  by  consumptioi] 
and    spitting    of   blood,  have,  in  different 
parts   of   this    valley,    found   a  temporary 
asylum   which    afforded  a  prolongation    of 
life  when  entire  restoration  to  health  was 
physically  impossible*     The  climate  is  some- 
times complained  of   as  too  dry,  it  bein^ 
only  during    the    rainy   months    that    the 
perspiration  commonly  becomes  sensible  on 
moderate    exertion.      During    the    greater 
part   of    the    year    the    reflected    rays    rf 
the  sun  on  the  sides  of  the  valley  would 
render  it  intolerably  hot,   were  it   not  for 
the  daily  breeze  that,  from  about  11  a.  m. 
to   3  P.M.  comes  with  uniform   regularity 
from    the  Montana,  through   the    aperture 
in  the  mountains  along  which  the  river  of 
Huanuco  rolls   towards  the   Huallaga  and 
great  Maraiion. 

In   August  and    September,   no   percep- 
tible d^w  falls;    but  during  these  months. 
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when  v^etation  among  the  small  tieigb* 
bouring  dales  becomes  scanty,  the  deer  often 
steal  in  herds  to  the  thickets  near  the 
river ;  and  we  have  stalked  them  at  midnight 
in  the  midst  of  the  fields,  without  discover- 
ing a  trace  of  moisture  on  the  alfalfa  leaf. 
The  nights  are  always  delightful ;  and  the 
sky,  when  it  does  not  rain,  is  pure,  bright, 
and  beautiful.  The  hills  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  valley  are  clothed  with  pas- 
tures, have  perennial  springs  and  wood  in 
their  dingles  and  conies,  and  are  capable  of 
grazing  cattle  all  the  year:  but  opposite 
to  these,  on  the  western  side,  the  hills,  like 
those  of  the  coast,  are  dull  arid  masses  for 
nine  months  in  the  year,  only  furnishing  a 
sparse  growth  of  flowering  shrubs  and  weeds 
on  their  sides;  whilst  their  elevated  tops 
alone  throw  forth  a  denser  crop  of  sweet 
herbage,  on  which  folds  of  cattle  regale 
themselves  in  the  months  of  January,  Fe- 
bruary, and  March, — at  a  season,  as  we  have 
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seeo^  when   the  uncultivated   heights   near 
the  coast  are  scorched,  and  stripped  of  all 
vegetation    except  cacti  and  some  bulbous 
plants.     But  the  plains  that  spread   round 
the  base  of  the  hills  and  mountains  that 
go  to  form  the  Vale  of  Huanuco^  are  never 
allowed  to  take  upon  them   the  withered 
face  of  winter.    By  the  aid  of  rivulets  from 
the  mountains,  sometimes  diverted  from  their 
natural  channels  by  art,  and  carried,  by  cir- 
cuitous aqueducts  of  many  miles  in  extent, 
the   numerous  flats  among  the  recesses  of 
the  heights  and  slopes,  frequently  elevated 
much  above  the  lower  plains,  are  kept  ever 
verdant  and  productive,  in  like  manner  as 
the  fields  and  enclosures  in  the  bottom  of  the 
vale  are  fertilized  by  canals  from  the  river. 
The  best  sugar-cane  comes  to  maturity  in 
about   eighteen   months   or  two  years,  and 
yields  several  cuttings  of  after-growth.   The 
lucern  or  alfalfa,  without  the    aid  of  top- 
dressing,  gives  six  crops  annually  for  an  in- 
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definite .  number  of  years  ;  and  in  some  fa^ 
voured  spots  it  yields  a  cutting  in  six  weeks, 
and  therefore  gives  eight  crops  yearly*  The 
writer  had  a  plot  that  yielded,  at  this 
rate,  alfalfa  of  about  a  yard  in  height,  and 
in  good  flower.  The  plantain,  both  long 
and  short,  and  the  richest  tuna,  or  Indian 
%>  grow  in  abundance  ;  the  finest  pine- 
apples are  brought  from  the  neighbour- 
ing Montana,  where  vegetation  is  much 
more  rapid  and  vigorous  than  in  the  Vale 
of  Huanuco.  In  this  vale,  however,  the 
palta  and  cheremoya  mellow  on  the  branches 
in  their  native  soil.  The  maguey,  cofiee, 
cotton,  and  vine,  the  pomegranate  and 
orange,  the  citron,  lemon,  and  lime,  &c.  flou- 
rish here ;  and  the  meanest  villager,  as*  well 
as  the  humblest  lodger  under  a  cane-roofed 
shed,  inhales  with  every  breath  the  odours 
of  never-failing  blossoms.  As  the  mom- 
ing  sun  gilds  the  high  ridges  of  this  happy 
valley,  its  inhabitants  are  animated  to  the 
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diflf  taboui^of  Ihe  field  by  the  dieerful  yeice 
of   the  prettilj-plumaged  inmates  of  their 
well-shaded  bowers.     Such,  then,  are  some 
of  the  more  prominent  beauties  and  natural 
advantages  of  the  Vale  of  Huanuco:  and 
we  may  here  mention,  that  the  city  of  Hua* 
nuco  is  the  principal  seat  of  recreation  for 
him  who  wastes  his  strength  and  frets  his 
temper  in    the   too  often   delusive  pursuit 
of  wealth  in  Cerro  Pasco,  and  other  incle- 
ment   mining    localities   in  the  neighbour- 
hood.      In   spite    of    their    vexations    and 
misfortunes,  few  can   have  invested  them* 
selves  with  a  mood  so  sad  or  so  cynic  as 
not  to  enjoy  and  partake  of  the   enthusi- 
astic glee  and  antiquated  gambols  of  a  car- 
nival feast  in  Huanuco. 

The  agriculture  of  Huanuco,  —  though 
alluring  to  the  eye  of  the  ordinary  tra- 
veller, who  only  glances  at  its  rich  and 
waving  fields,  enclosed  within  tapias  or 
fences  of  mud,  and   hedges  of  the  Indian 
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way  defective  as  a  branch  of  industry.  The 
fields  owe  their  luxuriance  to  nature  rather 
than  to  man»  except  in  the  single  advan- 
tage of  water,  which  he  often  directs  and 
supplies  to  them.  Manure  is  a  thing  ne* 
ver  thought  of;  and  the  ground  seldom 
requires  it,  though  we  see  the  same  spot 
year  after  year  under  crop  :  but  much  of 
the  soil  which  is  considered  poor  might  be 
rendered  fertile,  in  so  favourable  a  climate, 
if  the  people  would  only  take  the  trouble 
of  cleaning  out  their  large  cattle-pens  once 
a  year ;  but  this  would  be  to  diverge  from 
their  accustomed  routine,  which  they  dislike 
to  forsake.  The  implements  of  husbandry  are 
of  the  rudest  kind.  The  plough,  which 
is  slight  and  single-handed ,  is  constructed 
merely  of  wood,  without  mould-board,  which 
we  have  seen  a  one-handed  person  manage 
with  perfect  dexterity.  The  ploughshare 
is    a   thick  iron   blade,  only  tied  when   re- 
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quired  for  use  by  a  piece  of  thong,  or  lasso^ 
on  the  point  of  the  plough^  which  divides 
the    earth  very  superfidallj.      Where   the 
iron    is    not    at  hand,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens, we  understand  that  the  poor  peasant 
uses,   instead,   a  share  made  of  hard  iron- 
wood  that  grows  in  the  Montana.    Harrows 
they  have,  properly  speaking,  none:  if  we 
remember  well,  they  sometimes  use,  instead, 
large  clumsy  rakes ;  and  we  have  seen  them 
use  a  green  bough  of  a  tree  dragged  over 
the  sown  ground,  with  a  weight  upon  it  to 
make  it  scratch  the  soil.     In  room  of  the 
roller,  of  which  they  never  experienced  the 
advantage,  they  break  down  the  earth  in  the 
field  intended  for  cane-plants,  after  it  has 
got  eight  or  ten  ploughings  and  cross-plough- 
ings,  with  the  heel  of  a  short-handled  hoe 
which  they  call  **  lampa ;''  a  tool  which  th^y 
use  with  great  dexterity  in  weeding  the  cane- 
fields  and  clearing  aqueducts.     For  smooth- 
ing down  the  clods  of  earth,  we  have  seen 
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some  Indians  use  a  more  antiquated  in«< 
strument.  It  consisted  of  a  soft,  flat,  and 
round  stone,  about  the  size  of  a  small  cheese, 
which  had  a  hde  beaten  through  its  centre 
by  dint  of  blows  with  a  harder  and  pointed 
stone.  To  the  stone  thus  perforated  they 
fixed  a  long  handle,  and,  as  they  swung  it 
about,  they  did  great  execution  in  the  work 
of  ^^  cuspiando"  or  field-levelling. 

Lucern  or  alfalfa  is  daily  cut  down,  and 
used  green,  as  scores  of  cattle  and  the  work- 
ing oxen  for  the  plough  and  sugar-mills  are 
to  be  fed  by  it ;  yet  the  scythe  is  not  in  use 
among  the  great  planters,  who  find  it  neces* 
sary  to  keep  two  or  three  individuals  at  the 
sickle  to  cut  down  food  for  herds,  in  the  day- 
time fed  on  irrigated  pastures,  but  at  night 
fed  in  corrals  or  pens. 

Potato-ground  they  are  accustomed  to 
break  up  on  the  face  of  steeps  with  deep 
narrow  spades,  to  which  long  handles  are 
attached,  that  afibrd  good  leverage.     In  the 


44  IIAI2SB. 

tame  manner  the  soil  is  turned  up  by  those 
who  have  neither  plough  nor  oxen,  but  who 
yet  sow  maize  on  the  temperate  flats  on  the 
hilUsideS)   and  in  the  midst  of  thickets  by 
mountain  streams,  where  the  soil  is  usiiallj 
fertile,  and  materials  for  fencing  are  at  hand. 
People  thus  circumstanced  make  holes  in  the 
ground  with  a  sharp-pointed  stick,   where 
they  bury  the  seed  secure,  that  it  may  not  be 
taken  up  by  the  fowls  of  the  air ;  and  that, 
when  dropped  in  virgin  soil,  it  may  yield  a 
luxuriant  crop  and  plentiful  harvest.    The 
Indian  sows  the  white-grained  maize  in  pre* 
ference  to  the  yellow,  (morocho,)  as  he  con- 
siders that  when  toasted  it  makes  the  best 
^'cancha,"  which  the  poor  Indian  everywhere 
uses  instead  of  bread  ;  and  that  when  boikd 
*  it  makes  the  Mandest  '^  mote,"  for  so  they 
call  the  simply  boiled  maize :  it  has  more- 
over the  credit  of  making  the  most  savoury 
chichai  or  beer,  which  they  home-brew  when- 
ever  they  have  a  little  surplus  grain  at  their 
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command*  They  also^  as  we  were-giv^ecrito 
understand,  make  a  kind  of  beer  from  the 
fermented  juice  of  the  maize-stalks  com* 
pressed  between  small  rollers  of  wood  moved 
with  the  hand.  The  usual  application  of  dry 
maize-leaves  and  stubble  is  to  feed  cattle, 
and  for  this  purpose  it  is  considered  more 
fattening  than  either  alfalfa  or  sugar-cane 
tops. 

Agi,  or  pimento,  is  cultivated  around  the 
little  Indian  houses  and  gardens  in  the  Vale 
of  Huanuco ;  and  without  this  condiment  the 
natives  hardly  relish  any  kind  of  food. 

The  sugar-mills  in  this  valley  are,  the 
greater  number  of  them,  made  of  wood,  and 
moved  by  oxen.  On  the  larger  estates 
smaU  brass  rollers  are  used;  but  with  a 
single  exception,  on  the  estate  of  Anda- 
guaylla,  where  we  were  concerned  in  erect- 
ing a  water-mill  for  the  purpose  of  grinding 
sugar-cane,  the  proprietors  adhere  to  the  old 
practice  of  working  with  oxen  by  day  and  by 


46  QUICACAN. 

night  throughout  the  year,  barring  accident^ 
and  feasts  or  holj-days. 

The  beautifiil  hacienda  or  estate  of  Qui- 
cacan,  Colonel  Lucar's,  is  a  model  of  industry 
and  method  after  the  fashion  of  the  country  ; 
and  the  most  distinguished  family  of  Eche- 
goyen  have,  in  Colpa-grande,  the  finest  cane- 
estate,  as  far  as  we  know,  in  the  interior  of 
Peru.     It  extends  for  nine  or  ten  miles  along 
the  fertile  banks  of  the  river,  from  the  city  of 
Huanuco  towards  the  ascents  that  lead  into 
the  Montana. 

Respecting  Huanuco,  although  the  princi* 
pal  city  or  capital  of  the  department  to 
which  it  belongs,  we  have  to  observe,  that 
the  consumption  of  its  agricultural  produce* 
as  well  as  its  own  internal  prosperity,  de- 
pends on  the  mineral  seat  of  Cerro  Pasco. 
When  the  population  of  the  Cerro  rises  to 
ten  or  twelve  thousand,  every  article  of 
Huanuco  produce  is  in  high  demand;  but 
when,  from  any  cause,  the  mines  are  not 
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wrought,  or  when  these  are  inundated  from 
defective  drainage,  and  the  hands  employed 
in  working  them  are  fewer  in  number, 
the  Huanuquenos  and  other  neighbouring 
agriculturists  are  greatly  discouraged  or  actu- 
ally ruined ;  because,  deprived  of  this  outlet 
for  their  produce,  they  cannot  undertake  the 
expense  of  sending  sugar  and  spirits  on  mules 
to  the  coast.  The  consequence  is,  that  they 
are  frequently  poor  in  the  midst  of  plenty ; 
like  the  owners  of  extensive  herds  of  sheep 
on  the  high  pasture-lands,  whose  wool  is  of 
little  value  to  them,  as  it  cannot  pay  for  mule 
or  llama  carriage  to  the  coast;  and  the  scanty 
Iu*oduce  of  the  looms  of  the  interior  have 
little  estimation,  as  the  ruined  '^obrages," 
or  manufactories,  now  amply  testify.  The 
shuttle  is,  moreover,  nearly  put  at  rest  by 
the  cheaper  articles  of  warm  woollen  as 
well  as  cotton  clothing  continually  intro- 
duced from  the  stores  of  our  English  ma- 
nufacturers. 
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A  staple  article  of  Huanuco  commerce 
with  Caro  Pasco  is  the  coca-leaf^  irom  their 
Montana*  onlj  distant  about  fifteen  leagues 
from  the  citj  ;  an  article  of  which  they 
have  several  crops  yearly.  The  indigo 
growers  in  the  contiguous  Montana  have» 
we  believe^  forsaken  their  enterprise,  for 
want  of  funds  to  proceed  with  the  manu«- 
facture  of  what,  from  the  samples  produced, 
was  considered  a  good  article. 

Much  of  the  fruit  of  the  Huanuco  or- 
chards is  eaten  at  the  tables  of  the  Fasquenos, 
or  inhabitants  of  Cerro  ;  and  in  the  con- 
vents are  made  excellent  sweet  preserves, 
which  are  highly  valued,  and  circulated  in 
the  surrounding  country  as  nice  and  most 
welcome  presents  rather  than  as  formal 
articles  of  commerce. 

Several  lands  formerly  belonging  to  con- 
vents are  now  appropriated  as  endowments 
of  the  college  of  Huanuco,  named  La  Virtud 
Peruana^  which  is  the   only  school  of  its 
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kind  at  present  open  in  the  department  of 
Junin.     This  temple  of  Peruvian  virtue,  for 
so    the  Lyceum,  which  was  formerly  a  con- 
vent, has  been  emphatically  called,  was  in- 
stalled   in  May  1829^  under  the  rectorship 
of  Doctor  Don  Gregorio  de  Cartagena ;  and 
the  writer  would  now  desire  from  his  na- 
tive country  to  offer  to  this  acute  and  en- 
lightened  gentleman    his    grateful   acknow- 
ledgments for    the  generous   hospitality   of 
which   he   was    himself  the    object,    when, 
pilgrim  and  stranger  as  he  was,  he  knocked 
at  the  gates   of  the   "Temple  of  Peruvian 
Virtue.**     Doctor   Don    Gregorio   de  Carta- 
gena, jointly  with  his  distinguished  relative 
Doctor  Don  Manuel  Antonio  de  Valdizan, 
has    the   honour    of  being    considered  the 
founder  of  this  college  in  his  native  city,  as 
we  learn  from  the  speech  of  Doctor  Don 
Buena  Ventura  Lopez,  delivered  in  the  col- 
lege chapel  on  the  day  of  installation,  and 
published,  with   other   harangues  made    on 
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the  same  occasion,  in  the  periodical  then 
conGimenced  as  the  first-fruits  of  the  Huanuco 
press,  under  the  very  happy  title  of  **  The 
Echo  of  the  Montana." 

In  the  speech  of  Dr.  Lopez,  he  encourages 
the  rising  generation  to  take  the  best  ad- 
vantage of  the  new  path  to  knowledge,  vir- 
tue, and  honouracble  distinction  now  freely 
opened  to  them  by  the  meritorious  exertions 
of  two  of  the  most  eminent  natives  of  Hua- 
nuco. He  exhorts  his  young  hearers  never  to 
forget  how  much  they  owe  to  these  patriots 
and  benefactors  : 

"  And  you/*  says  he,  "  fortunate  young 
men,  in  possession  of  advantages  which  were 
denied  to  your  forefathers,  let  the  names  of 
your  indulgent  friends  Valdizan  and  Carta- 
gena, coupled  with  the  obligations  of  this 
day,  sink  deep  into  your  hearts :  warmed 
as  they  are  with  feelings  of  the  purest  de- 
light, they  will  readily  receive  the  generous 
impression,  ay,  and  retain  it  for  ever." 
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The  kind  and  affable  inhabitants  of  this 

city  in  the  bosom  of  the  Andes  have  their 

imaginations  excited  with  the  hopes  of  their 

rising  glories^   and  their  own  happy  valley 

is  too  narrow   for  their  expanding  desires. 

So  full   are  their  literati   of  the   flattering 
idea  that  an  English   colony   on   the  river 

Huallaga,    may    extend    its    industry    and 

enterprise  to  the    cultivation   of  the  great 

pampa  del  Sacramento,   that    they   already 

fancy  proper  dep6ts  and  harbours  selected, 

docks    prepared,    and   ships   building   from 

the  timber  of  their  own  Montana,  to  carry 

them  a  voyage  of  pleasure  and  profit  round 

the   world.     They    imagine   little    steamers 

up  to  Playa-grande,  or   even  to  the  falls 

at  Casapi,  or  the  port   of  Cuchero  on  the 

river   Chinchao,    within  a   couple  of   days' 

journey  of  their    city ;    and,    when    their 

wishes    are    realized,    they    calculate    that 

their   now    useless     and    neglected    copper 

mines  shall   be  more  precious,  and  draw  in 
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upon  them  more  wealth  than  ever  did  bril- 
liants or  diamonds   on  their  distant  neigh- 
bours of  Brazil.     And  no  wonder  that  the 
natives  of    this   Elysian  valley   should    be 
overjoyed  at  such  prospects;  since  their  long- 
continued  communication  with  the  canoe-men 
of  the  Huallaga  on  the  one  side,  and  in  former 
times  with  those  of  the  missionaries  at  the 
port  or  settlement  of  Mayro  on  the  other,  fa- 
miliarise them  with  the  notion  of  navigating 
the  Huallaga  and  Ucayali ;  while  the  inter- 
vening plains  of  Sacramento  they  consider  to 
be  naturally  the  richest  and  most  capable  of 
improvement  of  any  in  the  world.     Even 
the  miner  of  Cerro  Pasco  iSnds  his  fancy 
warmed  when  he  reflects  on  the  prospect  of 
a   steam  navigation  on  the  Maranon.     Don 
Jose  Lago  y  Lemus,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  the  veteran  miners  of  Pasco, 
published  in   1831   a  pamphlet  in  illustra- 
tion of  the   advantages   that  might  accrue 
to   the  republic  from   this  navigation.     In 
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this  pamphlet  he  endeavours  to  show  that 
the  portions  of  Peruvian  territory  hitherto 
occupied^  and  consisting  of  arid  coasts  and 
rugged  mountainous  districts,  are  not  to  be 
compared,  in  point  of  natural  interest  or 
national  importance,  with  the  immense 
plains  and  fertile  Montana  or  wooded  de- 
serts on  the  eastern  frontier  ;  and  he  mani- 
fests a  laudable  and  patriotic  zeal  in  en- 
deavouring to  arouse  the  attention  of  his 
countrymen  to  this  most  momentous  sub- 
ject. 

Don  Jose  expresses  himself  thus : 
"The  undersigned,  being  convinced  of 
the  truths  he  lays  before  the  public,  and  at 
the  same  time  anxiously  desiring,  in  virtue 
of  his  appointment,  both  the  welfare  of  the 
department  and  the  province  which  he  re- 
presents, he  proposes  to  the  most  honour- 
able Junta,"  (viz.  the  departmental  Junta 
of  Junin,  assembled  in  the  city  of  Hua- 
nuco,)    "a    project  of   the  grandest   mag- 
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nitude,  capable  of  making  the  entire  re- 
public prosper,  and  of  placing  her  in  the 
rank  and  circumstances  to  compete  with, 
and  be  the  envy  of,  the  most  powerful  states 
in  the  world.  It  will  be  said  truly,  that 
we  were  not  heretofore  ignorant  of  the  trea- 
sures and  riches  of  the  actual  productions 
in  the  Montanas  of  the  Peruvian  territory  ; 
it  is  equally  certain  that  the  want  of  hands^ 
capital,  and  men  of  enterprise,  have  been 
powerful  causes  why  we  were  unable  to 
enjoy  these  natural  advantages.  If  this  be 
our  state  of  weakness — ^if  its  commencement 
be  traceable  to  our  colonial  condition,  and 
that  Providence  has  reserved  the  remedy 
till  the  epoch  of  our  freedom  and  an  age  of 
inteUectual  light,  let  us  make  every  effort  to 
reap  such  incalculable  benefits.  Commer- 
cial relations  are  those  that  enlighten  the 
people;  by  this  powerful  magic  friendships 
are  acquired,  and  with  the  most  remote 
inhabitants    of    the    globe    bonds    of   bro- 
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therhood  are  established.  Let,  then,  the 
grand  canal  of  the  Maranon  be  rendered 
navigable  for  steam  vessels ;  so  that,  by  the 
diverse  and  lesser  streams  that  form  this 
great  river,  we  njay  procure  them  entrance 
to  the  immediate  environs  of  our  cities, 
towns^  and  villages^  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Huallaga. 

"  Ah,  gentlemen !  "What  a  sudden  and  ex- 
traordinary emotion  this  idea  excites  in  my 
mind !  My  imagination  already  combines  the 
ideas  that  suggest  themselves  respecting  this 
privileged  city  of  Huanuco.  Now  its  spacious 
fields  are  held  Worthy  of  higher  cultivation 
and  care ;  its  abandoned  streets  I  see  crowd- 
ed with  useful  citizens;  the  banks  of  its 
ample  river  Huallaga  present  a  varied  and 
charming  perspective  of  shipping,  newly 
elevated  towns,  open  tracts  of  woodland,  and 
cultivated  lawns.  Allured  by  the  novelty  of 
this  scene,  innumerable  tribes  of  the  wild 
Indians  will  unite  themselves  with  us ;  they 
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fire  our  hretfaften^  and,  when  tbus  intimately 
brought  into    contact  with   us,  they   may 
frankly  discover    to  our    knowledge    those 
hidden  treasures  of  our  forests  which  their 
ignorance  and  barbarism  hitherto  concealed  ; 
and,  as  integral   parts   of  Peru,    they   will 
conduce  to  its  grandeur  and  respectability. 
Gentlemen,  the   most   vivid  imagination   is 
lost  in  this  contemplation,  and   finds   itself 
overwhelmed  by  the  number  and  vastness  of 
the  objects  which  crowd  into  its  thoughts." 

The  above  patriotic  effusion,  very  worthy 
of  a  departmental  deputy  of  Junin,  may  ap- 
pear to  the  reader  to  paint  in  too  glowing 
terms  the  capabilities  and  importance  of  the 
Montana  on  the  confines  of  Huanuco.  But, 
considering  the  extent  and  fertility  of  the 
territory,  the  navigable  nature  of  its  princi- 
pal rivers,  and  the  generally  salubrious  cha- 
racter of  its  climate,  we  believe  that  he  who 
attempts  to  depict  its  various  superiorities 
and  advantages  is  more  likely  to  come  short 
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of  his  object,  than  to  overrate  the  re^Sktj 
which  in  imagiDation  he  may  desire,  to 
trace. 

Those  regions  in  the  Montana  which  are 
watered  by  the  Huallaga,  Ucayali,  and  Ma- 
ranon^  with  various  subsidiary  rivers  inter- 
spersed among  the  intervening  grounds,  have 
as  yet  been  but  inadequately  explored,  and 
therefore  only  a  very  imperfect  account  can 
be  offered  of  their  aspect  and  natural  pro- 
ductions* 

From  May  to  November  the  sun  shines 
very  powerfully  in  the  Montana,  and  con- 
sequently the  soil,  where  it  is  cleared  of 
wood,— i-for  example,  in  the  valley  of  Chin- 
chao — becomes  so  parched  that  its  surface 
opens  in  chinks ;  but  underneath  it  always 
preserves  humidity,  and  therefore  needs  no 
irrigation.  From  November  to  May  it  rains 
much,  sometimes  for  six  or  seven  days  with- 
out intermission. 

In  the  rivers,  alligators,  tortoises,  and  a 

d5 
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variety  of  fish  are  found;  and  these  also 
swarm  in  the  ponds  or  lakes  formed  daring 
the  inundations  of  the  rainy  season.     The 
most  remarkable  inhabitant  of  these  waters 
is  the  manati,  sometimes  called  pexebuey^* 
from  its  supposed  resemblance  to  the  cow  or 
ox.      Like  the  cetaceous   family  to  which 
it  belongs,  it  suckles  its  young,  and  also 
feeds  among  the  grass  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers. 

The  trees  of  the  forest  are  inhabited  by 
parrots,  tanagers,  and  a  surprising  variety 
of  birds,  whose  exquisite  plumage  vies  with 
butterflies  and  flowers  in  the  beauty,  de- 
licacy, and  combination  of  their  tints. 
Monkeys  are  so  numerous  as  to  form  a  chief 
article  of  animal  food  for  the  Indian  hunter, 
dexterous  in  the  use  of  the  bow  and  arrow, 
or  of  the  cerbatana,  a  long  and  hollow  piece 
of  wood  through  which  he  blows  a  small 
arrow,  and  hits  his  mark,  at  short  distances, 

*  From  pexe,  fish :  buey,  ox. 


ANIMALS   AND   VEGETABLES.  59 

with  fatal  precision.  There  are  very  many 
venomous  serpents.  Wild-boairs,  deer,  pu- 
mas^ bears,  tigers,  and  tapirs,  frequent  these 
forests,  and  are  objects  of  the  chase. 

The  vegetable  productions  of  the  Montaiia, 
here  considered  as  articles  of  commerce,  or 
adopted  for  economical  uses,  are  numerous. 
Among  the  valuable  woods  are  cedar,  and 
chonta  or  ebony,  mahogany,  walnut,  and 
almond-tree.  Edible  herbs  and  roots,  ex- 
cept the  potato  and  yuca,  are  little  culti- 
vated ;  but  coffee,  plantains,  and  sugar- 
cane, of  which  a  variety  called  the  blue  or 
azul  is  very  luxuriant,  are  reared  with 
some  care,  where  nature  indeed  requires 
but  little  aid  from  the  hand  of  man.  The 
sugar-cane  comes  to  maturity  earlier  than  in 
other  parts  of  Peru,  and  yields  an  annual 
crop  at  very  little  cost  of  production. 

In  the  fertile  vale  of  Chinchao,  famous  for 
its  coca  plantations,  a  few  proprietors  of  Hua- 

nuco  cultivate  frijoles,  or  beans,  for  the  use 
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of  the  coca^gatherers :  rice  is  also  grown  by 
the  humid  banks  of  the  great  rivers^  and 
maize  is  everywhere  sown  as  a  necessary  of 
life. 

In  the  Montana,  chicha  is  made  from 
maize,  as  in  other  parts  of  Peru ;  but  the 
natives  here  make  a  drink  called  masata^  not 
known  in  more  civilized  parts  of  the  country, 
produced  by  chewing  the  ynca  or  maize,  &c. 
and  then  leaving  it  to  ferment,  when,  accord- 
ing to  the  quantity  of  water  added  to  it,  the 
fermented  juice  will  be  found  of  greater  or 
less  intoxicating  power. 

IndigOj^  as  we  have  before  noticed,  is  of 
Montana  growth,  as  is  also  tobacco. 

Cotton,  spun  and  wove  into  cloths  of 
various  texture  by  the  Indians,  requires  no 
artificial  assistance  for  its  luxuriant  growth. 
Lemons,  limes,  oranges,  citrons,  and  other  cool- 
ing fruit,  are  also  productions  of  those  parts. 

The  pine-apple  is  very  abundant,  as  well  as 
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of  delicious  flavour^  though  it  grows  wild : 
and  among  the  articles  of  spontaneous  growth 
in  the  Montaiia  contiguous  to  Huanuco  we 
may  enumerate  cacao  or  cocoa^  cinnamon, 
guaiacum,  vanilla^  black  wax,  storax,  dragon's 
blood,  oil  of  Maria,  gum  carafia,  balsam  of 
copaiba,  copal,  and  many  other  gums,  bal- 
sams, and  resins.  Cinchona  and  sarsaparilla 
abound  in  great  quantity. 

For  the  following  account  of  medicinal 
plants,  collected  during  a  journey  down  the 
river  Huallaga,  and  through  part  of  Maynas, 
we  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Mathews,  an  English  botanist,  formerly 
mentioned. 

1.  Machagui  huascd  is  a  bejuco  or  climber, 
the  trunk  and  branches  of  which  are  in- 
tensely bitter.  It  grows  at  Tarapoto,  and  is 
used  as  a  febrifuge. 
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2.  Diabolo  hua^ca*  grows  at  Tarapoto, 
and  is  used  medidnally  as  a  purgative. 

3.  Uchu  sanango. — ^This  is  a  species  of 
tabema-montana,  which  grows  at  Tarapoto 
and  Moyobamba.  It  is  very  piquant ;  pro- 
duces a  sensible  d^ee  of  heat^  and  is  used  as 
a  remedy  in  colds  and  rheumatic  affections 
of  the  joints. 

It  is  also  said  to  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  pucuna  poison. — (See  Humboldt) 

4.  Chiri  sanango. — Said  to  be  contrary  in 
its  effects  to  the  above ;  the  natives  hold  it 
in  some  dread. 

5.  Calentura  huasca,  or  shiyintu. — ^This 
is  violent  in  its  effects :  it  swells  the  gullet ; 
produces  quick,  fuH  pulse,  and  high  fever; 
and  in  twenty-four  hours  after  the  fever  the 
skin  begins  to  peel  off. 

*  Though  Mr.  Mathews  omits  to  mention  its  botanical  cha- 
racter, it  is  probable  from  the  name  huasca  (which  means  rope) 
that  this,  like  the  former  plant,  is  a  pliable  bejuco.  The  be- 
jucos  are  commonly  used  in  Peru  as  cordage,  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  bridges  and  fences. 
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This  remedy  is  taken  for  various  com- 
plaints. The  patient  generally  retires  to  his 
chacra,  or  country-house,  to  take  medicine, 
where  he  is  not  liable  to  be  molested ;  gene- 
rally keeps  his  bed  for  eight  days,  and  on 
the  fifteenth  day  bathes.  For  four  months 
it  is  necessary  for  those  who  take  this  re- 
medy to  diet  themselves.  On  some  men  it 
produces  no  sensible  effects. 

The  part  of  this  plant  used  medicinally  is 
the  stem,  which  is  roasted,  pounded,  and 
then  taken  in  warm  water  or  guarapo. 

6.  Zuquilla. — This  is  a  thick-rooted  vari- 
ety of  sarsaparilla. 

7.  Guaco  grows  about  Tarapoto. 

8.  Pinon,  or  croton  tiglium. — Three  seeds 
of  it  eaten  act  as  a  drastic  medicine. 

9.  Carpuna. — ^A  few  leaves  (two  or  three) 
of  this  plant,  put  into  warm  spirit  and  water, 
act  as  a  sudorific,  which  is  employed  in  colds 
and  rheumatic  pains. 

10.  Huyusa. — The  leaves  of  the  huyusa 
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are  also  used  in  small  qnaatity ,  in  form  of  in- 
fusion ;  and  this  remedy  has  the  same  virtues 
with  the  carpuna. 

11.  Tapia  bark. — ^This  is  pounded  into 
powder,  and  taken  in  cold  water.  Jt  acts  as 
a  powerfiil  emetic. 

12.  Verba  de  San  Martin. — The  inftision 
irom  this  plant  is  used  for  the  same  purpose 
as  cubebs,  or  balsam  of  copaiba. 
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CHAPTER     III. 

The  Department  of  Junin. —  The  river  Maranon. —  General 
sketch  of  the  form  of  internal  Government  of  Peru. — 
Particular  account  of  the  Prefectorate  or  Department  of 
Junin.  — Mines. — Agriculture. — Manufactures.  — Public  In- 
struction.— Hospitals  and  Charitable  Asylums. — ^Vaccination- 
— Junta  of  Health  — Public  Baths. — Police. — Pantheons. — 
Roads.-^Posts. — Public  Treasury  at  Pasco. — ^Administration 
of  Justice. — National  Militia.    • 

Of  the  three  inland  departments  of  Peru^ 
namely,  Cuzco,  Ajacucho^  and  Junin,  the 
latter  is  peculiarly  distinguished  by  its  mine- 
ral riches,  and  the  rise  of  the  great  river  Ma- 
ranon, in  the  lake  of  Lauricocha,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Cerro  Pasco.  The  length  of  this 
river,  all  its  windings  included,  has  been  reck- 
oned not  less  than  one  thousand  one  hundred 
leagues,  of  which  nine  hundred  have   been 
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found  to  be  navigable ;  and^  at  the  dbtance 
of  several  hundred  miles  before  it  reaches 
the  ocean,  (where  its  mouth  is  one  hundred 
and  seventy  or  eighty  miles  wide,)  the  effect 
of  the  tides  may  be  distinctly  marked  on  its 
banks.  For  a  very  long  way — some  say  two 
hundred  miles  or  more — after  it  has  entered 
the  sea,  it  still  continues  fresh  to  the  taste, 
or,  at  least,  to  a  great  degi'ee  unmingled 
with  the  retiring  waters  of  the  ocean,  which 
it  rolls  back  before  the  unsubdued  force  of  its 
own  mighty  stream. 

The  provinces  of  this  department  are 
Jauja,  Tarma,  Pasco,  Cajatambo,  Huari, 
Huaylas,  Huamalies,  Conchucos,  and  Hu- 
anuco.  Besides  the  precious  metals,  (and 
quicksilver,  which  for  some  time  back  has 
been  regularly  extracted  from  the  mines  of 
Jonta  in  Huamalies,)  these  provinces  yield 
a  great  variety  of  cattle  and  vegetable 
produce.  Huanuco,  the  principal  city  of 
the    province    of   the  same  name,   though 
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no  longer  the  seat  of  opulence  or  aristo- 
cracy, was  once  one  of  the  chief  cities  of 
Peru  under  the  ancient  conquerors,  and 
is  at  present  chiefly  distinguished  as  the 
capital  of  the  whole  department  of  Junin. 
The  prefect  of  this  jurisdiction  extends  his 
authority  as  far  as  the  country  of  Maynas 
on  the  north,  and  to  the  banks  of  the  river 
Paro,  or  Beni,  on  the  east,  passing  through 
the  intervening  wilds  of  the  Pajonal  and 
pampa  del  Sacramento,  &;c.  along  wind- 
ings of  the  forest  best  known  to  holy  fa- 
thers and  half-converted  Indians.  These 
wilds  are  inhabited  on  the  south,  and  in 
the  environs  of  the  rivers  Apurimac,  Man- 
taro,  Pangoa,  Perene,  Camar,  and  Sampoya, 
&c.  by  Campas,  Piros,  Mochobos,  Ruana-^ 
guas,  and  other  Indian  tribes  no  longer  in- 
vited to  share  of  the  blessings  of  Christi- 
anity ;  and  to  the  north-east  of  the  plain,  or 
pampa  of  Sacramento,  is  the  very  important 
missionary  settlement  of  Sarayacu,  still  an- 
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nex^  to  the  department  of  Junin.     Neither 
of  these  outskirts  of  an  ill-sustained  civil  ju- 
risdictioD,  nor  the  territories  which  thus   lie 
very  wide  and  uncultivated  to  the  east  of 
the  main   provinces,   ever  appear    to  have 
constituted   a  part   of  the   ancient    empire 
of  the  Incas.     And  not  only  by  the  rugged 
barriers  of  the  eastern   Cordillera,   but   by 
a    difference    of  language,    the    untutored 
Indians  of   the   Montana   are  to  this    day 
separated   from    the    true    children    of  the 
Sun,  whose  common  language,  as  the  reader 
knows,   is   the  Quichua,  while  the  savages 
hitherto  discovered  speak  almost  as  many 
tongues    as    there    have    appeared   distinct 
tribes  among  them,  except  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ucayali,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  chief 
missionary  settlement  there,  where  the  Pano 
is  the  general  or  prevailing  language  of  the 
somewhat  christianized  natives. 

The  government  of  Peru  is,  by  its  consti- 
tution, pronounced  to  be  a  popular,  represen- 
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tative  government ;  and  in  theory  at  least, 
though  not  in  fact«  the  sovereignty  ema- 
nates from  the  people^  who  are  supposed 
to  delegate  its  exercise  to  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  powers  of  the  re- 
public. It  is  not,  however,  now  our  inten- 
tion to  enter  upon  an  account  of  the  general 
government,  as  we  only  desire  to  enumerate 
some  of  the  more  important  functions  of 
the  internal  government. 


OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  PREFECTS  AND  GOVER- 
NORS, &C. 

The  superior  political  government  of  every 
department  is  vested  in  a  prefect,  under  im- 
mediate subordination  to  the  president  of  the 
republic ;  that  of  every  province  is  entrusted 
to  a  sub-prefect,  who  is  immediately  subor- 
dinate to  the  prefect;  that  of  the  districts 
to  a  governor,  who  acknowledges  the  sub- 
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prefect  as  his  supmor ;  and  in  every  town^ 
or  Indian  village*  there  is  a  still  humbler 
officer  called  alcalde^  who  acts  under  the 
orders  of  the  governor  of  his  district,  aod 
is  entrusted  with  the  ordinary  routine  of 
local  police. 

To  fill  the  appointment  of  prefect^  sub- 
prefect*  or  governor,  it  is  required  that  the 
candidate  should  be  an  active  citizen*  not 
under  thirty  years  of  age*  and  a  man  emi- 
nent for  his  probity. 

The  duties  of  such  functionaries  are* 

1.  To  maintain  public  security  and  order 
in  their  respective  territories. 

2.  To  cause  the  articles  of  the  political 
constitution*  the  laws  enacted  by  congress* 
and  the  decrees  and  commands  of  the  execu- 
tive power*  to  be  duly  carried  into  effect. 

3.  To  enforce  the  completion  of  sentences 
pronounced  by  the  different  tribunals  and 
courts  of  justice. 

4.  To  take  care  that  the    functionaries 
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subordinate  to  each  of  them  shall  faithfully 
discharge  their  proper  duties. 

The  prefects  are  also  charged  with  the 
economical  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
state  within  their  respective  departments. 
But  they  are  restrained, 

1.  From  interfering  with,  or  in  any  de- 
gree interrupting,  the  course  of  popular 
elections. 

2.  From  preventing  the  reunion  of  the  de- 
partmental juntas,  or  interfering  with  these 
in  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions. 

3.  From  taking  any  cognizance  in  judicial 
cases ;  but,  should  public  tranquillity  urgently 
require  that  any  individual  should  be  taken 
up,  a  prefect  may  command  his  immediate 
arrest,  —  transferring  the  delinquent,  accom- 
panied with  the  grounds  of  having  taken 
him  into  custody,  to  the  judicial  magistrate 
or  judge,  within  the  precise  term  of  forty- 
eight  hours. 
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DEPARTMENTAL  JUNTAS. 

In  the  capital  of  every  department  there 
is  a  junta,  composed  of  two  members  from 
each  province.  The  object  of  these  juntas 
is  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  provinces 
in  particular,  and  of  the  departments  in  ge* 
neral.  The  members  are  elected  after  the 
same  manner  with  those  of  the  Congress  or 
Chamber  of  Deputies.* 

*  The  Chamber  of  Deputies  is  composed  of  representa- 
tives elected  by  the  electoral  colleges  of  provinces  and  pa- 
rishes.   The  parochial  electoral  colleges  are  composed  of  all 
the  citizens  resident  in  the  parish,  congregated  according  to 
law.      For  every  two  hundred  individuals  in  a  parish  an 
elector  is  nominated  ;  and  in  every  village  whose  numbers 
entitle  them  to  name  an  elector,  or  have  a  parochial  college, 
a  municipal  body  is  established  with  a  right  to  superintend 
its  own  local  interests,  consistently  with  the  laws  and  pub- 
lic good,->and  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  departmental 
juntas.    The  electoral  colleges  of  provinces  are  composed  of 
parochial  electors  constituted  according  to  law^  and  they  elect 
deputies  to  Congress  in  the    proportion   of  one  for  every 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  or  for  a  fractional  number  which 
exceeds  ten  thousand.    But  the  province  in  which  the  whole 
population  does  not  come  up  to  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
will  nevertheless  name  a  deputy. 
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The  prefects  of  the  departments  have  to 
open  the  annual  sessions  of  the  juntas,  to 
report  to  them  in  writing  on  the  state  of 
the  public  affairs  of  their  respective  juris- 
dictions, and  to  suggest  such  measures  as 
appear  to  them  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  advantage  of  the  departments. 

Among  the  functions  of  this  political  body 
we  may  enumerate — 

1.  To  propose,  discuss,  and  agree  about 
the  best  means  of  promoting  the  agricultu- 
ral, mining,  and  other  branches  of  industry 
in  their  respective  provinces. —  2.  To  for- 
ward public  education  and  instruction  ac- 
cording to  the  method  approved  by  Con- 
gress.— 3.  To  watch  over  and  promote  cha- 
ritable institutions  ;  and,  in  general,  all  that 
relates  to  the  interior  police  of  the  depart- 
ments, except  that  of  public  security. — 4.  To 
proportion  among  the  provinces  the  amount 
of  the  assessments  of  each  department ;  and 
to  ascertain,  in  case  of  complaint,  the  exact 
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amount   raised  in  the  particular  towns    hjr 
their  respective     municipal     authorities.  — 
5.  To  determine    the    number    of    recruits 
for  the  service  of  the  army  and  navy  -wlncb 
each  province  and   district  should  provide. 
—  6.  To   take    care  that  the  chiefs  of  the 
national  militia  keep  up  good  discipline   in 
their  corps,   and   have  them   always  ready 
for   service.  —  7.  To   see  that  the   munici- 
pal corporations  discharge  their  duties,  and 
to  inform  the  prefects  of  any  abuses  they 
may  detect  in  them.  — 8.  To  examine  the 
accounts    which    it    is    incumbent    on    the 
municipalities    to    render  annually  respect- 
ing the  particular  fonds  of  the  towns  and 
villages.  —  9.  To  draw  up  every  five  years 
a  statistical   report  of  the  departments. — 
10.  To  provide  for  the  reduction  and  civi- 
lization   of   the    indigenous    tribes   on    the 
frontiers  of  any  particular  department,  and 
to  make  it  an  object  of  special  concern  to 
allure  them   within    the  pale    of    civilized 
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society  by  soothing  and  persuasive  means. 
— 11.  To  take  cc^nizance  of  the  imports 
and  exports  of  the  departments,  and  to 
transmit  their  observations  thereon  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Home  Department,  or  Ha- 
cienda.— 12.  To  apprise  the  Congress  of 
any  infraction  of  the  constitution  ;  and  fur- 
ther, to  elect  senators  from  the  lists  pre- 
sented by  the  provincial  electoral  colleges. 
But,  to  mention  no  more  of  the  peculiar 
functions  of  the  departmental  juntas,  we 
may  conclude  by  observing,  that  such  of 
their  proceedings  as  hinge  on  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  or  functions  now  enumerated, 
are  transmitted  through  the  medium  and 
with  the  remarks  of  the  prefects  to  the  exe- 
cutive power,  by  whom  again  they  are  for- 
warded to  the  Congress  as  matters  of  legis- 
lative deliberation.* 

Having  premised  the  above  articles  rela- 

*  See  "  La  Constitucion  Politica  de  la  Republica  Peruana," 
published  in  1828. 
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tive  to  the  internal  government  of  the  coun- 
try in  general,  we  shall  now  make  some  obser- 
vations on  the  state  of  the  very  important  de- 
partment of  Junin  in  particular ;  being  able  to 
do  so,  partly  from  personal  knowledge,  and 
partly  from  the  report  presented  by  the  pre- 
fect of  Junin,  upon  opening,  in  1833,  the 
session  of  the  departmental  junta  in  Hu- 
anuco ;  an  official  document  whence  we  con- 
sider it  incumbent  upon  us  to  draw  much 
of  the  substance  of  the  following  observa- 
tions, since  they  refer  to  topics  with  which 
none  can  be  supposed  to  be  more  conver- 
sant than  the  head  of  the  local  government. 


MINES, 


We  shall  here  pass  over  the  subject  of 
mines,  regarding  which  we  have  said  enough 
under  the  head  of  Cerro  Pasco ;  though  there 
is  no  province  in  the  whole  department  in 
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which  silver  and  even  gold  mines  are  not 
to  be  found;  but  the  chief  source  of  pro- 
duction at  present  is  Cerro  Pasco. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Of  the  agriculture  of  the  Vale  .of  Huanuco 
we  have  already  treated ;  and^  from  what 
has  been  said^  enough  may  be  conceived 
of  the  general  state  of  agriculture  in  the 
Sierra.  We  have  also  alluded  to  Jauja^  in 
the  preceding  pages,  as  most  productive  in 
wheat ;  and  abounding,  as  it  does,  in  maize, 
lucem,  peas,  beans,  &c.  it  is  considered  not 
only  as  the  granary  of  the  department  to 
which  it  belongs,  but  also  of  all  the  cen- 
tral Sierra  of  Peru  between  the  two  great 
chains  of  the  Andes.  In  the  Vale  of  Jauja, 
as  on  the  plains  of  Cajamarca,^  vegetation 

*  Cajamarca  lies  to  the  eastward  of  the  city  of  Truxillo,  in 
northern  Peru,  and,  by  the  post-road,  about  forty-five  leagues 
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is  subject  to  blight  from  hoar-frost>  i^hich  in 
some  years  is  much  more  destructive  to  the 
crops  than  in  others ;  but,  upon  the    whole, 
the  average  wheat  crops  are  very  good   and 
abundant.     Huaylas,  again,    like   Huanuco^ 
produces  excellent  sugar;  nay,  that  of  Hu- 
aylas  appears'  to  be  the  finer^grained    and 
purer  of  the  two ;   for,  though  the   sugar- 
refiners  in  Huanuco   are  generally  brought 
from    Huaylas,   yet,  in   the    hands   of    the 
same  workmen,   the   sugar  of  the    former 
locality  does   not   equal   that   of  the  latter 
in  the  beauty  of  its  crystallization. 


inland  from  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  It  is  the  principal 
«town  in  the  province  of  Cajamarca,  tind  is  remarkahle  in  the 
history  of  Peru  as  a  seat  of  the  Incas ;  their  baths  and  pa- 
lace are  yet  to  be  seen,  though  in  ruins.  Here  the  magna- 
nimous Prince  Atahualpa,  who  had  purchased  his  freedom 
by  an  immense  ransom  of  gold  and  silver,  fell  a  victim  to  the 
insatiable  cupidity  and  treachery  of  Pisearro. 
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MANUFACTURES. 


The  manufactures^  we  may  cursorily  re- 
mark^ are  in  a  very  backward  state;  and 
though  the  natives,  especially  of  Huanuco, 
have  shown  no  stnall  share  of  ingenuity  in 
some  of  their  mechanical  contrivances,  yet 
they  want  proper  masters ;  and,  however  we 
may  admire  the  progress  they  have  made 
with  such  slender  means  of  instruction,  we 
cannot  compare  their  performances  with 
those  of  Europeans  in  the  same  line.  In 
Tarma  they  make  ponchos,  or  loose  cloaks, 
of  great  beauty  and  fineness ;  and,  on  the 
colder  table-lands,  warm  but  coarse  blankets 
and  ponchos,  &;c.  are  still  made  by  the  In- 
dians. In  the- valleys,  goat-skins  are  made 
into  cordovans ;  cow-hide  is  made  into  saddle- 
bags, and  almofrezes,  or  travelling-cases  for 
bed  and  bedding ;  mats  too  are  manufactured 
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from  rushes,  and  are  very  generally  used  as 
carpeting  under  the  name  of  ester  as.  But  the 
work  of  silversmiths  is  generally  in  a  rude 
state  even  in  Pasco ;  for  the  fine  filigree 
work^  for  which  inland  Peru  is  celebrated^ 
is  made,  not  in  the  department  of  Junin, 
but  at  Guamanga,  in  the  department  of 
Ayacucho,  —  where  the  natives  have  also 
shown  a  decided  talent  for  sculpture, 
though  their  works  cannot  be  said  to 
exhibit,  as  yet,  much  elegance  or,  ex- 
pression. 

PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

Without  the  aid  of  science,  the  arts  of 
active  life  cannot  duly  advance  in  the  career 
of  improvement,  and  thus  society  remains 
a  stranger  to  the  higher  refinements  of  civi- 
lization :  hence,  as  the  prefect  of  Junin 
well  observes,  the  education  of  youth  be- 
comes a  leading  object  of  national  interest 
and  desire.     But  though  in  the  department 
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of  Junin  there  are  three  colleges,  that  of  Hu- 
anuco  alone  fulfils  its  purpose  of  instruction 
to  a  limited  number  of  pupils ;  and  there 
is  reason  to  fear  that  it  will  soon  share 
the  fate  of  the  other  colleges  in  Huaras 
and  Jauja,  and  l^  shut  up  for  want  of  the 
necessary  funds  to  defray  its  very  moderate 
expenses.  We  are  assured  that  the  mas- 
ters and  professors  of  this  recent  institution, 
upon  the  foundation  of  which  such  bright 
hopes  have  been  raised,  are  badly  remune- 
rated for  their  services;  and  have  to  con- 
tend against  the  perverseness  of  young  per- 
sons whose  early  habits  of  self-indulgence 
while  under  the  parental  roof,  ill  prepared 
them  to  submit  to  the  necessary  restraints 
of  a  collie,  where  the  conscientiousness  of 
the  teacher,  less  pliant  than  parental  fond- 
ness, will  not  sacrifice  useful  education  to 
idle  or  vicious  amusement,  by  imprudently 
winking  at  the  errors  and  misdemeanors  of 
the  scholar. 

£  5 
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Such  being  the  inauspicious  account  of 
the  only  college  of  the  department  at  present 
in  exercise^  the  schools  of  elementary  in- 
struction do  not  seem  to  be  in  a  more  flatter- 
ing position,  though  official  measures  have 
been  taken  to  diffuse  instruction  among 
every  class  of  the  community.  To  the  cre- 
dit of  the  chief  of  the  department,  com- 
mands were  issued  by  him  for  the  erection 
of  schools  of  elementary  instruction  in  all 
the  provinces,  with  orders  that  proper  re- 
ports concerning  their  condition  should  be 
regularly  forwarded  to  the  prefectorate  at 
Pasco. 

To  these  important  subjects  the  prefect  in 
the  mensage,  or  report,  to  which  we  have 
already  alluded,  endeavoured  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  the  departmental  junta  assem- 
bled in  the  city  of  Huanuco ;  when  it  was 
declared  that  the  method  of  mutual  instruc- 
tion, adopted  in  that  capital  of  local  juris- 
diction, in  no  way  corresponded  in  its  ad- 
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vantages  or  results  to  the  time  devoted  to.it 
by  the  pupils,  or  to  the  hopes  at  first  enter- 
tained of  its  higher  practical  utility  as  a 
system. 

The  fEulure  implied  on  this  occasion  may 
possibly  have  been  less  the  fault  of  the  sys- 
tem than  of  those  who  offered  to  apply  it ; 
for  it  was  remarked  as  very  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  the  honourable  junta,  that,  in 
reference  to  many  of  the  schools  intended 
for  the  improvement  of  the  indigenous  or 
Indian  race,  wherein  they  were  merely 
taught  a  jargon  of  Spanish  which  they 
could  not  comprehend,  it  were  better  for 
them  to  be  left  in  an  untutored  state  of 
mind  than  to  be  placed  under  the  melan« 
choly  influence  of  such  teachers  as  pre- 
sided over  them.  These  were  represented 
to  be  so  imbecile,  and  so  unacquainted 
with  the  merest  rudiments  of  reading,  or 
so  abandoned  and  drowned  in  vice,  as  to 
be  persons  utterly  unfit  to  guide  the  mind 
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of  infancy  and  innocence  into  a  proper 
path.  The  junta  were  therefore  called 
upon  by  their  prefect  to  appoint  some 
better  means  of  instruction,  which  might 
at  once  serve  to  improve  the  virtuous  feel- 
ings of  the  individual,  and  promote  the  na- 
tional  cause  of  civilization. 


HOSPITALS   AND  CHARITABLE    ASYLUMS. 


It  is  affecting  to  think  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  wealth  of  which  this  department  is 
the  seat,  the  sick  and  invalid  in  general 
cannot  find  a  home  or  place  of  assistance 
under  their  sufferings. 

In  Huaras,  as  well  as  in  Huanuco,  there 
were  formerly  well-endowed  hospitals,  but 
these  are  now  fallen  into  such  decay  for 
want  of  funds  for  their  support,  that  few 
indeed  are  the  sick  who  can  be  accommo- 
dated or  relieved  in  them ;  and,  consequently. 
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those  in  charge  of  these  once  useful  establish- 
ments are  daily  put  to  the  pain  of  refusing 
admission  to  a  great  many  distressed  persons, 
who  are  induced  to  seek  their  protection  in 
the  hope  of  being  cured  of  their  ailments,  Dr, 
if  not,  at  least  to  breathe  their  last  in  the 
bosom  of  kindness  and  charity. 

We  are  told  by  the  prefect  that  an  asylum 
or  house  of  relief  for  the  distressed  poor, 
never  existed  in  the  department :  but,  in  his 
report  to  the  departmental  junta,  he  urges 
with  an  earnestness  honourable  to  his  feel- 
ings, that  humanity  calls  for  the  imme- 
diate institution  of  establishments  of  this 
kind  on  behalf  of  the  wretched  victims  of 
misfortune,  whose  very  misery  plunges  them 
into  despair.  He  also  holds  it  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  public  expediency  to  find  a  fixed 
home,  and  steady  occupation,  for  those 
abandoned  objects  of  compassion,  who  make 
traffic  of  their  degradation  and  a  boast  of 
their  debasement 
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VACCINATION. 

In  the  year  1832,  it  was  found  that  the 
small-pox  had  just  left  dismal  traces  of  its 
ravages  in  the  department:  fathers  mourn- 
ed their  children  now  dead,  or  so  disfi- 
gured and  mutilated  as  to  become  unfit 
for  the  active  business  of  life ;  the  widow, 
too,  wept  for  her  lost  husband,  and  the  off- 
spring of  a  mutual  affection  were  left  to  feel 
the  want  of  a  father's  care. 

Curates,  and  municipal  bodies,  most  parti- 
cularly intrusted  with  the  frequently  repeat- 
ed charge  of  preserving  the  vaccine  fluid, 
unhappily  neglected  a  trust  so  important; 
and  the  heads  of  families,  who  joined  in 
the  same  carelessness,  did  not  consider,  until 
the  fatal  epidemic  swept  their  children  from 
their  arms,  that  they  were  ever  to  taste  the 
bitter  fruit  of  their  own  improvident  indiffer- 
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ence.  But  to  avoid  the  recurrence,  on  any 
future  occasion,  of  so  dreadful  and  destruc- 
tive a  malady,  the  prefect  caused  a  supply  of 
the  precious  vaccine  matter  to  be  procured 
from  Lima;  which,  if  carefully  propagated, 
may  yet  save  victims  without  number  from 
adding  to  that  depopulation  which  incessant 
warfare  has,  of  late  years,  caused  among  his 
fellow  countrymen. 


JUNTAS  OF  HEALTH. 

It  has  been  proposed  by  the  same  active 
and  intelligent  prefect,  Don  Francisco  Qui- 
ros,  that  juntas  of  health  should  be  esta- 
blished in  the  capitals  or  principal  towns  of 
the  provinces  of  his  jurisdiction,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  contagious  diseases ; 
—  to  ascertain,  and  if  possible  correct,  those 
physical  causes  and  sources  of  disorder 
which  are  hostile  to  the  healthy  operations 


88  JUNTAS  OF   HEALTH. 

of  the  vital  functions^  and  destructivie  to  the 
growth  of  population. 

It  is^  as  we  have  seen,  the  duty  of  the  de- 
partmental deputies  to  create  these  institu- 
tions, to  frame  rules  for  their  regulation, 
and  appoint  fit  persons  for  their  -manage- 
ment ;  while  it  would  be  the  proper  business 
of  the  prefect  to  see  the  resolutions  of  the 
junta  carried  into  execution. 

We  only  point  to  such  proposals  as  the 
present,  to  show  the  reader  how  much  such 
institutions  are  really  wanted  in  Peru:  not 
at  all  to  mislead  his  judgment  by  indu- 
cing  him  to  believe  that  there  is  the  least 
appearance  of  their  being  established  for 
a  long  time  to  come,  unless,  indeed,  public 
tranquillity  be  soon  restored ;  but  people 
must  perceive  their  wants  before  they  de- 
sire to  remove  them,  and  the  agitation  of 
questions  of  civil  amendment  may  ulti- 
mately lead  to  real  improvement  in  their 
social  condition. 
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PUBLIC   BATHS. 

In  the  dry  and  equable  climate  of  Hua- 
nuco,  bathing  is  not  so  necessary  either  to 
cool,  or  to  refresh  the  body  as  it  is  found  to 
be  in  more  humid  and  warm  situations; 
for  there  is  a  bracing  property  in  the  dry 
air,  which  carries  off  the  natural  perspiration 
almost  as  rapidly  as  it  is  produced,  and 
prevents  that  languor  and  discomfort  ex- 
perienced in  a  sultry  atmosphere,  where 
one  perspires  more  than  the  air  readily 
absorbs. 

The  inhabitants  of*  this  interesting  pro- 
vince, and  especially  of  the  tojvn  of  Hua- 
nuco,  feel  so  little  desire  for  the  cold  bath, 
that  it  is  proverbial  among  them,  that  they 
only  bathe  in  the  river,  or  the  canals  of 
their  delightful  orchards,  once  in  every  year, ' 
—  that  is,   on   the  day  of  San   Juan,  the 
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24th  of  June,  the  same  on  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Lima  celebrate  their  annual 
festival  of  Amencaes. 

In  the  jurisdiction  of  Junin,  however,  na- 
tural warm  and  hot  springs  are  exceedingly 
common,  as  well   on   the  mountain    plains, 
(which  are  in  many  places,  as  at  Hualliay, 
covered  with  a  saline  incrustation,)  as  in  the 
warmer  vaUeys ;  and  of  these  none  are  more 
resorted  to,  by  invalids  and  convalescents^ 
than  the   ferruginous    and   tepid  waters  of 
the  well-known  baths  of  Cono,  near  Hua- 
riaca,  and  the  still  more  celebrated  sulphur- 
ous waters  of  Villo,  in  the  district  of  Yana* 
huanca*     Here    there  are  two  streams,   of 
which  the  one  is  cold  and  the  other  hot; 
and    being  received  into  a  reservoir  in  due 
proportions,  baths  may  be  always  provided 
easily  and  cheaply,   of  any  d^ree  of  tern-* 
perature  desired. 

To  make  the  medicinal   waters  of  Villo 
—  situated    in    a  mild  climate    about   one 
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day's  journey  from  Cerro  Pasco  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  city  of  Huanuco  on  the 
other,  —  as  available  as  possible  to  the 
public,  the  patriotic  prefect  has  recently 
taken  measures  to  fit  up  convenient  baths 
at  this  place.  The  well-known  efficacy  of 
the  sulphurous  waters  in  numberless  in- 
stances of  impaired  health,  the  benignity 
of  the  climate  in  which  nature  has  placed 
them,  and  the  vicinity  of  this  favoured 
spot  to  Cerro  Pasco,  have  been  the  chief 
inducements  to  undertake  this  public  work ; 
which  must  prove  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  the  neighbourhood  at  large,  and 
especially  to  miners  and  residents  in  the 
rigorous  climate  of  Cerro,  where  health  is 
more  easily  lost  than  regained,  and  where 
good  medical  attendance  is  rarely  found. 
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POLICE. 


Few  of  the  municipalities  of  the  depart* 
ment  possess  public  rents  and  revenues  cal- 
culated to  answer  the  purpose  to  which  they 
should  be  applied.    But^  in  the  absence  of 
adequate  funds  and  resources  to  forward  ail 
the  objects  of  a  general  and  well-regulated 
municipal    police,   there  exists    a    valuable 
decree,  which  is  very  worthy  of  proper  ob- 
servance ;    for,  in  virtue  of  it,  blasphemers, 
and  those  who,  by  their  habitual  indulgence 
in   vice    and    vicious    language,   insult    the 
better  feelings  of  the  community,  are  con- 
signed to  labour  at  public  works,  or  com- 
pelled to  sweep  the  streets,  as  the  penalty 
of  their  infamous   conduct.     With   further 
view  to  public  order,   the  prefect  has  re- 
solved to  stigmatize,  when  he  cannot  hope 
at  once  to  remove,  the  vice  of  drunkenness. 
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in  which  the  lower  orders  in  general  freely 
indulge  in  days  of  religious  processions 
which  are  consecrated  to  sanctifying  ends; 
but  which  the  poor  miner  and  uneducated 
villager  think  well  observed  by  hearing  mass 
in  a  morning,  and  contributing  to  the  de- 
coration of  the  saints  clothed  in  tinselled 
and  showy  dresses,  and  surrounded  by 
waxen  lights  without  number. 

On  great  religious  days  pavilions  are  not 
unfrequently  erected  in  convenient  situa- 
tions for  the  reception  of  the  efiigies  of  the 
Virgin,  our  Saviour,  and  Cross,  around  which 
all  sorts  of  silver  and  other  ornaments  are 
placed  in  fanciful  confusion.  The  entrances 
into  the  churches  and  chapels,  even  in  the 
rigid  climate  of  Cerro  and  the  adjacent 
haciendas,  are  lavishly  adorned  with  beau- 
tiful lilies  conveyed  from  the  valleys ;  and 
wreaths  and  festoons  of  flowers  hang  over 
and  around  the  doors  of  the  pavilions  and 
churches,    which,    when    good    metals    are 
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abundant,  display   a   richness  which    only 
a  mining  country  can  be  supposed   to  put 
within   reach  of  the  very  humblest  of  the 
people.     On   such  occasions  the  labouring 
miner  often  exhibits  his  person  bedecked  in 
the  most  gorgeous  and  expensive  fashion; 
while  he  farcically  dances,  ankle-deep  (if  it 
happen  to  be  the  wet  season)  in  mud,  as  gay 
and  as  merry  as  a  London  chimney-sweep  on 
a  May  morning. 

So  marked  is  the  taste  for  flowers  among 
the  poorest  tenants  of  a  mud-and-cane  booth 
in  the  Vale  of  Huanuco,  that  on  the  festi- 
val of  Corpus  Christi, — a  day  of  joy  to  the 
agricultural  Indian,  who  always  eats  meat 
on  this  day,  even  should  he  have  passed  the 
rest  of  the  year,  like  an  anchorite,  on  vege- 
table diet,  —  the  poor  women  and  children 
on  the  sugar  estates  approach  the  house  of 
their  patron  with  hats,  hands,  and  mantles 
full  of  the  sweetest  blossoms,  which  they 
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strew  before  his  door,  and  along  his  hall 
and  corridor,  as  a  sign  of  respect  and  re- 
joicing. To  such  expressions  of  good  feel- 
ing he  courteously  responds  by  ordering  the 
tinaja,  or  large  jar  of  guarapo,  to  be  placed 
at  their  disposal,  under  the  direction  of  a 
major-domo  or  corporal  of  the  field ;  and 
then  with  guitar  and  harp  they  engage  in 
festive  frolics. 

But  however  desirous  of  enforcing  a  stricter 
observance  of  the  days  devoted  to  the  service 
of  the  church,  it  has  not  been  the  aim  of  the 
prefect  to  check  or  discontinue  the  more  in- 
nocent amusements  of  music  and  dance,  or 
those  of  bull-fights  and  fire-works,  in  which 
the  Indian  also  delights.  He  has  struck  at 
the  principal  cause  of  alienation  from  the 
house  of  God,  namely,  drunkenness,  by  con- 
demning all  those  who  are  convicted  of  riot- 
ing or  breaking  the  peace  to  sweep  the  streets 
for  three  successive  days  ;  or,  should  this  be 


mmmdetei  too  lifi^  a  cotnctioD^  to  labour 

for  the  same  number  of  days  in  stnoe  otber 

work  of  public  utility;* 

Idle  vagabonds^  without   useful   occapa- 
tion  or  property*  and  even  without  coantry* 
are  pronounced  by  the  civil  authorities  to  be 
found  in  all  parts  disseminating  immorality 
and  disorder ;  and  seeing  that  to  temporise 
with  obnoxious  characters  of  this  sort  is,  in 
effecti  to  promote  the  cause  of  libertinisiD 
and   idleness,  it   has   been   resolv^   at  the 
pi'efectorate  of  Junin  to  persecute  and  ex- 
terminate! if  they  cannot  amend,  all  such 
vicious  intrudei^s  on  society. 


PANTH£0NS  OR   CEMETERIES. 

It  has  been  long  an  established  practice 
in    Peru    to  bury    the    dead    within    the 

•  In  «iry  wither  sweeping  the  streets  can  hardly  be  con- 
sidered M  A  serious  punishment;  but  in  the  rainy  season, 
when  it  is  customary  for  the  inhabitaou  to  walk  with  wooden 
vlo)rii»  oulieii  itiriNw,  the  scavenger's  task  could  not  fail  to  be  of 
Yi^ry  (]it)icuU  performance  in  the  Cerro. 
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churches  ;  a  practice  whidi,  on  the  coast 
more  especially,  gave  rise  to  a  heavy  exha^ 
lation,  which  very  naturally  rendered  the 
incense  burnt  on  the  altar,  independently  of 
its  mystical  virtue,  an  agreeable  and  sea-* 
sonable  corrective  for  the  sepulchral  vapours 
of  the  rich  and  well-adorned  temples  of  the 
metropolis. 

This  very  unwholesome  and  improper 
custom  has  ceased  in  Lima  since  the  erec- 
tion of  its  Pantheon,  and  the  example  of 
the  great  capital  has  been  followed  in  the 
remote  departments.  With  few,  if  any,  ex- 
ceptions, cemeteries  are  now  formed  in  all 
the  provinces  of  Junin.  But  in  Cerro  Pasco, 
however ,  the  burying-place  was  so  very  cir- 
cumscribed and  neglected,  that,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  Don  Francisco  Quiros  as  chief  of 
the  department  in  the  year  1832,  there 
was  not  earth  enough  to  cover  the  dead 
within  the  Pantheon  walls,  which  altogether 
presented  a  very  loathsome  appearance.     He 
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caused  the  cemetery  to  be  sufficiently  en- 
larged, so  that  there  should  be   nothing  to 
render  this  place  of  rest  offensive^     Indeed, 
he  expresses  himself  strongly  on  the  ui^ency 
there  was  for  the  essecution  of  this  work: 
and  though    the  stinted  flowers   of  Pasco 
common  do  not  always  fumbh  a  supply  of 
fresh  blossoms  to  be  daily  renewed  over  the 
graves  of  the  de|>arted, — and   thou^^h    no 
acacia^    cypress,   nor    wiUow,  no  yew  nor 
myrtle*  can  endure  its  elevated  site, —  Mr. 
Quiros  ei\joys  the  praise  and  the  pleasure  of 
having  raised,  in   this  inclement  region  of 
silver  beds,  a  place  of  rest  for  his  country* 
men,  which  not  even  avarice  can  disturb; 
and  glad  would  he  be  to  see  the  children  of 
the  deceased  steal  to  the   graves  of  their 
fathers,   there   to  pray    ovar   the   remains 
of  their  kindred,  and  thus  habitually  cbe^ 
rish  feelings  of  piety,  humility,  and  hope  * 

*  The  practice,  common  among  Catholics,  of  visiting  tiie 
tombs  of  their  family,  and  honouring  the  spot  where  the  re- 
mains of  their  relatives  or  friends  rest,  is  not  an  ostentatious 
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ROADS    OP  JOMIN. 

Regarding  the  roads  of  the  Sierra  in  ge- 
neral, enough  has  been  said  in  the  preceding 
pages  ;  but  of  Junin,  in  particular,  it  remains 
for  us  to  obsarve  that  very  laudable  efforts 
have  been  lately  made  for  improving  the 
roads  of  this  department :  jet  no  regular 
post-houses,  with  suitable  accommodations 
for  the  traveller,  are  anywhere  established ; 

ceremony^  but  an  humble  act  of  devotion,  in  which  we  must 
belies  that  the  heart  of  the  supfdicaut  b  deeply  engaged.  In 
the  niches  of  the  Pantheon  at  Lima,  the  renewal  of  flowers 
week  after  week,  and  even  year  after  year,  bears  witness 
tiiat  filial  or  conjugal  affection  is  still  cherutfied  in  the  heart 
long  after  the  object  of  endearment  has  been  removed  from 
those  who  only  surviveto  deplore  their  own  loss,  and  with  tender 
sorrow  pray  for  the  spirit  of  the  departed.  Whoever  has  visited 
the  cemetery  of  Pere  la  CliaUey  in  Paris,  must  have  been  struck 
by  the  attention  of  the  living'  to  the  dead,-.-ibe  daily  deeo* 
rations  of  the  grave,  and  the  prayer  offered  up  by  pious 
friends ;  nor  can  we  suppose  any  person  capable  of  viewing 
with  cold  indifference  the  flowery  neatness  whtdi  svrBOimde 
those  monumental  tombs,  which  in  Fire  la  Chaise  seem  to 
triumph  over  the  silence  of  the  grave. 

f2 
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and  the  commttnicatioD  between  the  mm 
remote  provinces  and  Pasco  is  exceedingly 
bad.     This  is  a  great  hinderaoce  to  com- 
merce,  and  leads  to  inevitable  *  delay  and 
inconvenience  in    the   transport    of   goods. 
However  discreditable  the  fact  may  be  to 
the  corporation  of  miners,  so  little  enter- 
prise have  they  shown  for  the  improvement 
of  a  place  from  which  so  much  specie  has 
been  sent  all  over  the  world,  that  it  is  not 
without  great  difficulty,   and    loss  of  time 
and  cattle,  that  they  are  able  to  convey  the 
ore  from   the   mines   to  the  mills   in    the 
environs  of  Cerro ;    and  all  because  of  the 
miserable  tracks  which  they  use  as  roads.  By 
the  stream  of  Sacrafamilia  alone,  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  the  mines,  there 
are  no  fewer  than  eighty-eight  ingenios  or 
mills  for  grinding  ore,  some  of  which  during 
the  dry  season  are  at  a  stand-still   on  ac- 
count of  the  scarcity  of  water,  and  others  at 
all  seasons  are  interrupted  in   their   work 


**  u 


\l-» 


POSTS.  I'Ol 

from  the  irregular  supply  of  ore  consequent 
on  the  bad  means  of  conveyance.  To  obvi* 
ate  these  great  drawbacks  on  the  industry  of 
the  miners,  and  general  resources  of  the  de^ 
partment,  the  prefect,  some  time  since,  com- 
menced a  cart-road,  over  which  the  ore  might 
be  conducted  by  oxen  from  the  mines  to  the 
mills  specified,  through  a  tract  neither  ex* 
tensive  nor  precipitous  ;  but  the  undertaking 
was  a  great  and  a  novel  one  for  that  part  of 
the  world  in  the  year  1833,  so  little  had 
such  works  of  general  advantage  hitherto 
called  up  the  attention  and  energies  of  the 
inhabitants* 


POSTS. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cerro  Pasco  have  the 
advantage  of  a  weekly  post  between  their 
town  and  the  capital  of  the  republic ;  and  a 
direct  correspondence  twice  a  month  with 
Huanuco,  the  capital  of  the  department.    By 
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tbese  anmgemeBts  9M  immediate  comimmi- 
calioQ  is  also  bdd  with  the  gDvernment,  and 
the  spirit  of  mercantile  eaterprise  is  thereby 
iuucaicd ;  Ceno  beiog,  as  the  reader  may 
readilj  imagine^  when  the  mines  are  highly 
prodactive^  a  most  stinring  place,  visited  bj 
mm  of  all  dimes^  and  full  of  traffic  and  spe- 

CQlatlQIU 


PUBLIC  TRBASURT  AT  PASCO. 

The  prefiscts  in  general  are,  as  we  have 
seen,  not  only  entrusted  with  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  order  and  security,  but  they 
are  also  at  the  head  of  financial  affairs  in 
their  respective  departments.  In  times  of 
intestine  warfare  it  has  always  happened 
that  the  Patriot  government  has  exceeded 
the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  crippled 
as  they  are  in  all  their  branches  by  want  of 
security,  and  consequently  of  capital.    Thus 
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th^re  were,  at  the  comfficncenient  of  the  year 
18S4  particuhirly,  heaty  arrears  omug  t6 
the  army,  navy,  and  civfl  list.  The  sUppH^ 
from  the  mint  and  custonii-house  were  dee^Iy^ 
pledged  for  sums  advanced  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  demands  for  pajrments,  beyond  what 
they  could  liquidate,  were  made  upon  the 
local  treasuries  of  aQ  the  departments  :^  and 
the  treasury  of  Junin  had  to  bear  its  share 
of  all  the  demands  of  a  needy  governments 
By  the  report  of  the  prefect  to  the  depart^ 
mental  junta,  of  session  183S>  it  appears 
that,  while  in  office  for  the  previous  year,  he 
removed  several  abuses,  regulated  the  ac^ 
counts,  and  struck  a  fair  balance  of  the  in^ 
gress  and  egress  of  the  Pasco  treasury.  He 
does  not^  however,  state  the  amount  of  the 
departmental  funds  in  this  report,  or  pre^ 
sent  any  data  by  which  we  are  to  form  an 
estimate  of  the  separate  or  aggregate  revenue 

*  See  Memoria,  por  Jose  Villa,  Ministro  de  Hacienda ; 
Lima,  1834. 
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vimng  from  the  diflfarant  ]Hroviiiee8.      All 
^Irtaof  this  sort  the  Patriot  gorernitieDt  is 
deficient  id  ;  and  the  real  rental  of  the  state 
can  hardly  at  any  time  be  clearly  ascertain- 
ed.   A  natural  result  of  this  fundamental 
defect  in  their  statistics  is,  that,  not  knowing 
the  precise  extent  of  the  population  or  pecu- 
niary resources  of  the  departments,  the  an- 
nual contributions  cannot  be  laid  in  a  well* 
r^ulated  and  just  proportion  to  the  means 
of  each  town,  parish,  and   province.     The 
difficulties   and   obscurities  in  which    every 
branch  of  the  public  revenue,  and  especially 
of  his  own  department,  was  involved,  led  the 
prefect  of  Junin  publicly  to  declare  his  doubts 
concerning  the  integrity  of  the  officers  of  the 
executive    intrusted  with   the   collection  of 
imposts ;  and  he  broadly  hints,  that,  in  gra- 
tifying their  self-love  and  interest,  they  for- 
get the  higher  duties  of  the   citizen.     He 
therefore  exhorts  the   honourable  junta  to 
discountenance  all  favouritism,  to  exercise  a 


stern  pirtriotkin,  audi  bj  &ir  iiiqij^rjr  to 
resolve  the  impartant  questions^r^fiam^iy, 
Whether  or  not  more  be  apnntially  exacted  cif 
the  provinces  than  tfaej^  without  injury  to 
themselves  or  the  state,  have  the  power  to 
contribute  ?  Whether  or  not  they  do  really 
pay  more  than  can  be  legitimately  required 
of  them? 


OP   THE    ADMINISTRATION    OF   JUSTICE. 

Justice,  in  all  the  departments^  is  adminis- 
tered in  the  name  of  the  republic;  and  in 
every  town  there  are  justices  of  the  peace, 
whose  business  it  is  to  hear  both  sides  of  the 
question  at  issue,  and  to  endeavour  to  bring 
about  an  amicable  termination  without  going 
formally  to  law  :  no  demand,  civil  or  crimi- 
nal>  save  fiscal  cases  and  others  excepted  by 
law,  being  admitted,  unless  this  essential  pre- 
liminary attempt  at  reconciliation  has  been 
put  into  practice. 
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'  In  some  of  the  premnces  of  the  Jimm 
dqmrtroeat^  as  those  of  Hnajlas  and  Hua- 
maltea^  they  have  not  judges  duly  learned 
and  qualified  in  judicial  proceedings;  and 
consequently,  in  those  parts,  the  office  of  the 
judge  devolves  upon  the  sub^prefects,  who 
are  alike  ignorant  of  the  law  and  its  fonns 
of  application.  Hence  we  may  suppose  they 
must  be  very  unfit  surrogates  in  such  delicate 
matters  as  afiect  the  person  and  property  of 
individuals,  and  the  good  order  of  society. 

Justice  in  the  civil  department  is  ill  ad- 
ministered in  Cerro  Pasco,  for  which  the 
prefect  assigns  a  good  reason ;  namely,  that 
here  criminal  suits  continually  occur  to  en- 
gross the  time  and  attention  of  the  judge» 
so  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  without 
assistance  to  attend  to  the  ready  despatch 
of  merely  civil  causes^  which  are  less  urgent. 
The  public  are  great  sufferers  from  thb  im- 
perfect judicial  arrangement ;  and  not  only 
an  additional  judge,   but  several  more  no- 


taries  public^  are  required  for  Cerro  in  these 
times,  when  through  the  exodleut  ntanagd^ 
ment  of  Mr.  Quiros  in  superintending  the 
drainage  of  the  mines  and  general  interests 
of  the  place,  rich  ore  shows  itself  more  and 
more  abundantly.  The  concourse  of  people 
being  increased,  a  greater  number  of  interests 
clash  together,  and  civil  as  well  as  criminal 
suits  crowd  into  court* 


NATIONAL  MlLtTIA* 

By  the  articles  of  the  political  constitution 
of  Peru,  there  are  supposed  to  be  in  every  pro- 
vince bodies  of  national  militia  as  the  gua«- 
rantee  of  the  internal  order  of  the  state ;  but, 
by  the  same  constitution,  the  armed  force  of 
the  nation  has  no  power  of  political  delibera'- 
tion,  as  it  is  declared  to  be  essentially  obedient. 
Happy,  indeed,  might  the  state  be,  if  its 
army  of  the  line  and  naval  squadron  were 
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always  obedient  to  the  laws,  and  were  proof 
against  the  influence  of  corruption,  the  wily 
leaders  of  faction,  and  the  evils  of  frequent 
insurrection ! 

But  in  the  greater  part  of  the  proyinces 
a  national  militia  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist, 
except  in  name ;  though  men  titled  captains 
and  colonels  of  such  corps  are  scattered 
about  the  country,  and  strut  with  their  in* 
signia  of  military  importance  in  hamlets  and 
villages. 

In  a  neighbourhood  where  the  writer  re- 
sided for  several  years  in  the  department  of 
Junin,  there  was  a  villager  of  no  small  local 
j)retension,  who  held  at  one  time^  in  his  own 
person,  the  offices  of  governor  and  captain  of 
militia  of  his  district,  and,  if  we  remember 
well,  of  alcalde  also  (he  being  alcalde  on  the 
death  of  the  governor  whom  he  succeeded) ; 
and  in  this  way  he  became  invested  with  all 
the  authority  of  a  petty  dictator*  The  pro- 
vince was  that  of  Huanuco,  where,  through 
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itie  praiseworthy  zeal  of  Colonel  Lucat  atid 
Don  Pepe  (now  Colonel)  Echegoyen,  -a 
troop  of  cavalry  was  always  kept  up  in 
some  sort  of  military  order :  and  the  work- 
men of  the  different  larger  estates  and  little 
farms  around,  were  called  upon  to  assemble 
on  Sundays  under  their  respective  captains ; 
and,  at  assigned  places^  to  go  through  some 
of  the  simplest  military  evolutions,  using, 
however,  no  arms  or  particular  uniform* 

These  Sunday  exercises  were  generally  ill 
attended;  and,  of  ten  or  twelve  young  men 
on  an  agricultural  estate,  it  would  be  usually 
enough  if  two  or  three  appeared  at  one 
time  in  the  ranks.  Upon  one  occasion, 
however,  when  the  captain  of  local  militia 
in  the  village  of  Ambo  had  the  honour  of 
having  the  additional  appointment  of  go- 
vernor conferred  on  him,  he  called  upon  the 
writer  when  indisposed  and  in  bed,  and,  with 
great  appearance  of  sympathy  and  confiden- 
tial cordiality,    congratulated   himself  upon 
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his  promotion^  because  it  would  afford  him 
the  power,  as  he  had  the  wiB,  to  serve  his 
neighbour.      With    many  such  smooth   ex« 
pressions  and  assurances  of  kind  and  honest 
intentions,  calculated  to  put  even  a  misan* 
thrope  off  his  guard,  he  ended  his  visit  by 
requesting  that,  as  it  was  most  desirable  to 
keep  up  the  military  spirit  of  the  district,  he 
would  expect  of  the  writer  that  he  should 
use  his  influence  in   persuading  the  young 
men  on  his  hacienda  to  attend  regularly  at 
the  military  exercises  in  the  adjacent  village ; 
a  proposition  to  which  he  readily  acceded,  a$ 
it  was  agreeable  to  the  established  laws  of 
the  country.     On  the  first  or  second  Sunday 
following,  six  fine  young  men  went  to  attend 
the  exercises  at  Ambo ;  and  were  seized  and 
put  into  prison,  with  many  others,  under 
strong  guard,  to  be  marched  off  next  day 
as  recruits  for  the  line* 

The  provincial    prisons  of  Peru    are  in 
general  very  bad  and  insecure,  and  they  are 
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less  frequently  used  than  they  should  be  for 
any  better  purpose  than  that  already  mention- 
ed^ viz.  confining  the  useful  and  industrious 
husbandman*-*-thus  diminishing  a  race  aU 
ready  too  scanty,  and  yet  a  race  on  which 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  mainly  de- 
pends : 

<'  Princes  and  lords  may  £ouris}i  or  may  fade, 
A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath  has  made. 
But  a  bold  peasantry ^  their  country* $  pridcy 
When  once  destroyed  can  nerer  be  supplied/' 

Upon  this  occa»on,  we  are  glad  to  say,  that 
the  new  governor's  deceitful  conduct  towards 
us  did  not  serve  his  turn  as  he  wished. 

The  writer  galloped  to  the  capital  of  the 
department,  where  he  found  Colonel  Lucar 
reviewing  and  selecting  the  recruits  to  be 
sent  oflF  from  Huanuco  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
in  the  army  of  the  line ;  and  he  must  ever  feel 
obliged  to  the  politeness  of  the  colonel,  who 
instantly  despatched  a  peremptory  order  to 
the  said  captain  and  governor  to  put  our 
men  of  Andaguaylla  at  liberty,  and  to  re* 
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place  them  from  the  list  of  idle  vagrants, 
and  not  of  usefiil  husbandmen,  ivithiD  the 
term  of  a  veiy  few  hours, — an  order  more 
easily  given  than  executed,  as  by  this  time 
the  rumour  of  imprisonment  and  seizure  for 
the  army  had  gone  abroad,  and  young  men, 
alarmed  for  their  fate,  fled  to  their  woods 
and  lurking-places. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  real  use  of  this 
mock  militia  is  not  to  guarantee  the  inter- 
nal order  of  the  department,  (which  would 
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be    best   secured   by    the    absence    of    all 
troops,  as  the  Indian  population  are  nerer 
so  well  managed  as  by  their  own  local  ma- 
gistrates of  Indian  family,)  but  to  serve  aa 
a  mask,  under  which  to  facilitate  the  means 
of  raising  soldiers  for  the  general   service* 
The  governor's  wily  attempt  to  deceive  us 
under  the  assurances  of  friendship  is  not 
peculiar,  for  such    unworthy  conduct  does 
not  disgrace  one  of  these  petty  tyrants  in 
the  eyes  of  his  countrymen* 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Missionary  College  of  Ocopa. —  Its  foundation^  utility,  down- 
fail,  and  decree  for  its  restoration. — Introduction  of  Christi- 
anity along  the  rivers  Maranon,  Huallaga,  and  Ucayali,  &c. 
by  the  Jesuits  and  Franciscans. — ^Letter  from  Friar  Manuel 
Plaza,  the  last  great  missionary  of  Ocopa,  to  the  prefect  of 
Junin. 

Could  the  department  of  Junin  boast  of 
no  other  advantages  than  those  which  arise 
from  the  quantity  of  precious  metal  which  it 
annually  furnishes,  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
substantiate  its  superior  claim  to  the  atten- 
tion, not  of  the  Peruvian  government  alone, 
but  to  that  of  all  other  countries  in  friendly 
and  commercial  relations  with  Peru. 

Higher  sympathies,  however,  than  such  as 
emanate  from  mere  pecuniary  considerations^ 
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must  be  awakened  when  it  is  remenibered, 
that   from  a  cmner  of  Ibis  department  the 
voice  of  Christianity  has  penetrated  into  vast 
regions  of  heathen  and  savage  tribes,  and 
reached  the  unsettled  wanderers  among  the 
thickest  entanglements  of  the  woods,  which 
occupy  a  great  portion  of  the  widely  extended 
missionary  territory  of  Peru.     From  Ocopa 
issued  forth  those  zealous,  persevering,  self- 
denying,  and  enduring  men,  the  great  object 
of  whose  lives  it  has  been,  in  the  midst  of 
danger,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Saviour,  to  add 
to  the  faith  of  the  church---«nd  to  civilized 
society — beings  whose  spirits  were  as  dark 
and  uncultivated  as  the  woods  they  occupied 
from  the  confines  of  the  rivers  Mantaro  and 
Apurimac  on  the  south,  to  the  river  Maranon 
or  Amazons  on  the   north,   and  from  the 
frontier  provinces  of  the  department  of  Junid 
on  the  west,    to  the  great  river   Ucayali 
on  the  east.      The    missionary  college   of 
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Ocopa  is  situated  in  latitude  IS!"  9l  sautb,  in 
the  pfOYioce  of  J^uja,  and  at  the  distance  c€ 
about  twelve  leagues  to  the  south-east  of 
Tanna.  It  was  founded  in  the  year  V1%& 
bj  the  commissary  of  the  missionaries,  Frater 
Francisco  de  San  Joseph^  with  the  inten'* 
tion  of  establishing  missions  for  the  con* 
version  of  the  Indians,  who  ranged  the  wild 
frontier-land  we  have  just  alluded  to.  In 
the  years  1757-8,  it  was  erected  by  a  buB 
of  his  Holiness  Clement  XIII.  and  schedule 
of  his  Majesty  Ferdinand  VL  into  a  college 
De  Propaganda  Fide** 

This  collie  has  attached  to  it  a  church 
built  of  stone;  and  we  are  told  that  great 
numbers  flocked  there  in  former  days,  when 
its  altars  were  decorated  with  rich  do* 
nations^  and  its  ecclesiastics  celebrated  for 
their  saintly  character.  The  missionaries  of 
this  college  had  subordinate  religious  set- 
tlements, or  asylums,  in  other  provinces  of 

•  Guia  Politico,  Ecles.  y  Militar,  1793. 
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the  department;    ai:,  for  example,  Hoaylas, 
Huanuoo^  and  also  Tarma,  at  a  place  called 
Vitoc,  at  the  entraDce  of  the  Montana.     The 
college  was  originally  constructed  to  accom- 
modate forty  monks,  and  towards  the  close 
1^  the  eighteenth  century,  when  it  was  under 
the  guardianship  of  R.  P.  Fr.  Manuel  Sobre- 
viela,  their  number  was  eighty-four ;   part  of 
them  being  distributed  in  the  different  settle- 
ments, and  also  in  the  villages  of  the  neo- 
phytes among  the  wilds  beyond  the  eastern 
summits  of  the  Andes.     The  seminary,  being 
under  royal  protection,   was   allowed    from 
government  six  thousand  dollars  a-year  as  a 
charity.    The  great  revolution,  which  wrested 
the  country  fVom  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
also  deprived  the  college  of  its  best  support 
The  Patriots,  in  the  midst  of  war,  proscrip* 
tions,  confiscations,  and  persecutions,  spared 
not  even  this  useful  institution;  the  monks 
dispersed  when  deprived  of  government  sup- 
port, and  only  a  few  hoary  brethren  can  now 
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be  traced  among  the  number  of  these  fugitive 
fathers^  One  of  then3»  barefooted  and  bare^ 
headed,  we  sometimes  visited  in  his  humble 
cell  at  San  Francisco  in  Lima.  His  thoughts^ 
abstracted  from  the  scenes  around  bim^ 
usually  dwelt  among  the  tribes  of  the  Hui 
allaga  and  Ucayali;  and  with  an  enthu-^ 
siasm  which  brightened  up  the  eye  of  ve^ 
nerable  age,  he  would  point  out,  in  the  aisled 
and  cloisters  of  this  great  conventual  church 
of  his  order,  the  paintings  that  commemo- 
rated the  martyrdom  of  such  of  his  brother^ 
hood  as  fell  victims  to  the  violence  of  savages 
whom  they  piously  laboured  to  turn  to 
Christianity. 

The  Patriots  having  at  length  seen  the 
national  loss  likely  to  result  fiom  neglecting 
the  territory  of  the  missions,  and  allowing 
the  half-converted  Indians  to  glide  back 
again  into  their  former  savage  and  inde- 
pendent condition,  for  the  want  of  officiating 
priests  or  zealous    monks  to  continue  the 
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work  of  civilization,  in  which  the  Spaniards 
had  engaged  with  so  mndi  spirit  and  success, 
it  was  resolved  by  the  government  of  Peni> 
in  March  1886,  to  annul  the  decree  which, 
in  November  1824,  was  passed  to  convert 
this  religious  college  into  a  common  school 
or  academy  of  general  instruction  ;   which, 
however,  was  never  established  on  a  per- 
manent footing.    Besides  other  reasons  of  less 
moment  which  were  assigned  in  the  preamble 
of  the  decree   for  restoring  the  coU^e  to 
its  ancient  functions,  it  was  stated  that  the 
civilization  of  the  savage  tribes  of  the  interior, 
and  their  conversion   to  the  holy  Catholic 
faith,  was  an  enterprise  worthy  of  the  intel- 
lectual light  of  the  age  we  live  in,  and  ac- 
ceptable in  the  sight  of  the  Almighty ;  that 
only  for  this  purpose  was  the  college  intended 
at  the  period  of  its  foundation  ;  that  measures 
bad  actually  been  taken  by  the  government 
to  induce  missionaries  to  come  from  Europe 
for  the  re-establishment  of  this  pious  insti- 
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tution,  and  that  therefore  it  was  decreed 
that  the  inissionarj  college  of  Ocopa  should 
be  placed  precisely  on  the  same  footing  as 
before  the  revolution,  or  the  decree  of  the  1st 
of  November  1834;  that  all  its  rents  and 
property  should  be  restored,  and  that  what- 
ever sums  were  assigned  for  the  academy 
alluded  to  should  be  transferred  to  this  mis* 
sionary  collie ;  that  the  Archbishop  should 
appoint  a  fit  person  to  take  chaige  of  the  col- 
lege and  receive  all  its  revenues,  and  to  pay 
from  this  fund  the  expenses  of  repairing  the 
buildings  and  the  passage-money  of  the  ex- 
pected European  monks,  whose  arrival  the 
Very  Reverend  Archbishop  wa&  required  to 
encourage,  while  he  superintended  the  ue« 
cessary  repairs  of  the  college,  and  made 
such  reforms  in  its  regulations  and  rules 
as  should  best  harmonize  with  the  repub* 
Ucan  form  of  government*  Nothing  can 
better  prove  the  decay  of  the  missionary 
cause,  and,  we  might  perhaps  add,  the  de» 
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cay  of  practical  religion  in  Peru,  (since  its 
own  clei^y  want  zeal  and  enterprise  to  act 
as  missionaries^)   than  this  document ;    and 
though  the  invitation  be  more  immediately 
addressed   to  Spanish  ecclesiastics,  yet    the 
decree  is  in  that  spirit  which  seems  to  open 
the  door  to  any  company  or  association,  who, 
adhering  to  the  Catholic  form  of  religious  in* 
struction,  may  be  pleased  to  extend  their  be- 
nevolence and  Christianity  to  the  fertile  re- 
gions of  the  Amazons,  where  they  may  fulfil 
their  mission  far  removed  from  the  scenes  of 
political  anarchy  or  misrule^  and  far  beyond 
the  pale  of  all  hostile  influence  which  could 
impede  the  exercise  of  their  sacred  calling. 
Experience  has  long  since  sufficiently  shown 
that  these  Indians  of  eastern  Peru  are  nei- 
ther incapable  of  intellectual   improvement, 
nor  deficient  in  those  moral  elements  which 
form  the  groundwork  of  the  social  edifice; 
and  if  ever  they  should  be  instructed,  and 
guided,  and   disciplined  in  the  way  of  life, 
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according  to  the  Gospel,  by  active,  honest, 
and  enlightened  teachers,  who  know  that 
faith  conies  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the 
Word  of  God,  there  may  yet  be  exhibited 
on  the  banks  of  Ucayali,  and  on  the  fine 
plain  del  Sacramento,  a  great  and  virtuous 
people,  concerned  to  know  and  to  do  their 
respective  duties,  where  now  cruel  barbarism 
and  savage  superstition  hold  their  cheerless 
sway. 

To  give  a  full  historical  account  of  the 
transactions  of  the  missionaries  of  Ocopa, 
their  various  expeditions  by  diflFerent  routes 
and  with  varying'  success, — or  to  enter  into 
the  interior  economy  of  their  college,  and 
details  of  its  discipline, — ^would  be  too  copious* 
a  matter  for  the  narrow  space  we  have 
allotted  for  this  subject,  which  in  itself  is 
one  of  no  ordinary  interest.  And,  to  de- 
tach the  history  of  the  missionary  exertions 
of  the  Jesuits  of  Quito  and  San  Borja  from 
the  labours  of  the  Franciscans  of  Lima  and 
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Ooope, — to  define  tlie  piecise  limits  of  the 
coDTemoDS  by  each  of  these  religious  orders 
indepeiideDtly  of  the  other, — would  not  be 
free  of  iotricacy ;  oor  does  it  appear  to  be 
ueoessaiy  to  estaUidi  the  degree  of  hcmour 
due   to  each,  for  they  both   toiled   in    the 
same  thorny  vineyard,  and  the  latter  credit* 
ably  continued  what  the  former  had  happily 
commenced.     But,  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
origin  of  these  missions,  it  may  be  well  to 
refer  back  to  the  discovery  of  those  regions 
in  which  they  were  planted. 

The  mouth  of  the  Maranon  was  d^overed 
by  Vicente  Yanes  Pinzon,-  at  the  close  of 
the  fifteenth  century;  but  Orellana,  the 
Lieutenant*general  of  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  Go- 
vernor of  Quito,  was  the  first  to  sail  down 
its  stream,  from  the  point  where  the  Napo 
joins  it,  to  the  ocean,  in  an  armed  vessel 
built  at  the  place  of  embarkation  on  the 
latter  river  by  order  of  Pizarro,  who  had 
himself  undergone  great  hardships,  and  sacri- 
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ficed  most  of  his  followers  on  an  expe- 
dition of  inland  discovery.  Orellana  com^ 
menced  this  voyage  in  the  year  1540  or 
1541. 

Some  of  the  natives  were  friendly  towards 
him^  and  others  in  canoes  opposed  his  pro- 
gress; and,  as  the  men  of  one  particular 
tribe  were  aided  by  their  women  in  the 
combat,  the  Spanish  captain  gave  their  fe- 
male warriors  the  name  of  Amazonas, — 
whence  the  appellation  "Amazons/'  which 
this  great  river  still  retains. 

Another  expedition,  under  Pedro  de  Ur- 
sua,  was  undertaken  in  1560 ;  but  he  and 
most  of  his  followers  fell  victims  to  an  am^ 
buscade  laid  for  them  by  the  Indians.  In 
1602,  Father  Rafael  Ferrier,  a  Jesuit  mis- 
sionary, descended  the  Maranon  to  the 
river  Napo,  which  Orellana  had  navigated- 
about  sixty  years  before  ;  and  on  his  return 
to  Quito,  communicated  his  discoveries,  and 
his  ideas  concerning  the  natives  he  had  seen. 
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In  the  year  1616;  some  Spanish  soldiers,' 
stationed  on  the  frontiers  of  Quito,  pursued 
some  Indians  into  their  canoes  on  the  Ma- 
rafion ;  in  the  pursuit  they   descended  this 

river  till .  they    came   to   the   Maynas,  —  a 
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tribe  of  Indians  who  showed  such  a  dis- 
position to  amity  and  to  become  Christians^ 
that,  on  the  return  of  the  soldiers  to  the 
frontier  station  of  Santiago  de  las  Montanas, 
so  favourable  a  report  was  made  of  them  to 
the  Viceroy  of  Peru,  that  in  1618  he  ap- 
pointed Don  Diego  Baca  de  Vega  as  Gover- 
nor of  Maynas  and  Maranon ;  who  was  the 
first  to  subdue  the  people  of  these  terri- 
tories, and  subject  them  to  the  dominion  of 
Spain. 

In  1638,  according  to  Albedo,  the  Jesuit 
fathers,  Gaspar  Cuxia  and  Lucas  de  la  Cueva, 
settled  several  missions  in  the  country  of 
Maynas  on  both  shores  of  the  Maranon, 
which  continued  to  flourish  until  the  abo- 


litlon    of  the   useful   society  of  Jesuits  ^in 

1767.* 

At  first  the  capital  of  Maynas  was  San 
Francisco  de  Boijaj  which^  according  to  Ulloa, 
is  situated  in  latitude  4""  28'  souths  and  l'^  54' 
east,  of  the  meridian  of  Quito.  In  this  city 
an  insurrection  of  the  native  Indians  took 
place  in  the  year  1635,  which  was  happily 
quelled  by  the  indefatigable  Jesuits  :  but 
afterwards  the  town  of  Laguna  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Huallaga,  in  latitude  5^  13' 
south,  became  the  principal  seat  or  capital 
of  the  Hussions  of  Maynas,  which  extend 
from  St.  Borja  along  both  sides  of  the  river 
Maranon^  embracing  many  villages  or  settle- 
ments, to  the  frontier  possessions  of  Brazil 
at  Tabatingo.  From  the  Maranon  the  pa- 
triarchal government  of  the  missionaries  ex- 

*  One  of  tbe  greatest  Jesuit  missiooaries  was  Father  Sa- 
muel Fritz,  a  German,  who,  in  1686,  preached  the  Gospel, 
and  converted  many  tribes  in  Maynas.  He  drew  a  map  of 
the  Maranon  and  its  tributary  rivers,  which  was  published 
in  Quito  in  the  year  1707. 
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tended  southward  along  the  river  Ucayali, 
and  among  several  of  the  tribes  on  its  banks, 
or  in  the  adjacent  woods,  such  as  the    Co- 
camas,  Piros,  and  Conibos  or  Conivos  Indians, 
whom  the  Jesuits  of  Quito  had  in  a  great 
measure  converted  to  the   faith ;    but  they 
again  revolted,  and  returned  to  their  original 
wandering  and  savage  mode  of  life,  having 
put  their  pastors  to  death.     After  this  un- 
fortunate  event,  several    fruitless  eflForts — 
especially  in   the    year  1695,  and   also   in 
1764, — were  made  to  reconvert  these  tribes, 
till  at  length  the  Franciscan  missionaries  of 
the  college  of  Ocopa  succeeded  to  a  great 
extent  in  this  hazardous  undertaking. 

But  long  before  the  establishment  of  this 
college  of  their  order,  two  Franciscans, — 
the  Fathers  Andres  de  Toledo  and  Domingo 
Breda,  both  bent  on  making  converts  to  the 
faith,  —  left  Quito  in  the  year  1686,  and, 
having  surmounted  the  greatest  hardships 
by  land  and  water,  arrived  at  Para.     They 
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reported  their  arrival  and  discoveries  to 
Santiago  Rairaundo  de  Norona,  Governor  of 
San  Luis  de  Maranon,  in  the  united  service 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  for  both  countries 
were  then  under  the  sovereignty  of  the 
crown  of  Spain.  The  result  of  the  intel- 
ligence thus  derived  was  a  further  survey 
up  the  river,  under  the  command  of  the 
Portuguese  captain,  Texera :  and  an  account 
of  the  whole  of  these  proceedings  being  trans- 
mitted from  the  Audiencia  at  Quito  to  the 
Count  of  Chinchon,  Viceroy  of  Peru,  he  in 
the  year  1639  sent  back  the  flotilla  of  Texera 
to  Para,  conveying  thither  the  Fathers  Chris- 
toval  de  Acuna,  and  Andres  de  Artieda, 
Jesuits  of  Quito,  and  other  able  men,  com- 
missioning them,  among  other  things,  to  sur- 
vey minutely  the  river  Maranon  and  its 
banks,  and,  having  done  so,  to  embark  for 
Spain,  and  lay  their  account  before  the  Council 
of  the  Indies ;  all  which  they  accomplished 
in  a  creditable  manner. 
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As  early  as  the  year  16SI^  Franciscan 
missionaries  visited  the  environs  of  the  river 
Huallaga,  made  converts^  and  entered  the 
country  of  the  Panataguas.  Contiguous  to 
Huanuco,  and  probably  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  this  ancient  tribe,  is  situated  at 
present  the  important  and  civilized  In- 
dian town  called  Panao,  which  is  included 
in  the  curacy  of  Santa  Maria  del  Valle. 

From  the  Panataguas  are  supposed  to 
have  sprung  several  other  tribes  of  distinct 
denominations,  which  had  spread  over  the 
adjacent  country,  wherein  Christianity  had 
made  but  slow  progress. 

From  the  city  of  Huanuco  the  fathers  of 
Ocopa  penetrated^  by  Panao,  Muna,  and  Po-^ 
zuro,  to  the  port  on  the  river  Mayro,  where 
they  formed  one  of  their  earliest  settlements : 
from  this  place  they  appear  to  have  descend- 
ed in  canoes  to  the  rivers  Pachitea  and 
Ucayali.  This  course  is  well  marked  on  the 
map  of  those  parts,  published  in  Lima,  ia 


MISSIONS.  1^ 

the  year  1791,  by  the  literary  society  en- 
titled ''  Sociedad    de  Amantes  del  Pais  de 
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Lima.'*  This  excellent  map  of  the  territory 
of  the  missions  in  Peru  was  dedicated  to  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  Charles  the  Fourth,  Em- 
peror of  the  Indies,  by  the  said  society,  and 
the  reverend  fathers  of  the  missionary  col- 
lege of  Ocopa  ;  whose  superior  or  guardian^ 
Fr.  Manuel  Sobreviela,  enriched  it  with  a 
plan  of  the  rivers  Huallaga  and  Ucayali,  and 
of  the  pampa  del  Sacramento.  In  the  above 
route  from  Huanuco,  the  Franciscans  from 
the  time  they  left  their  last  christianized  set- 
tlement, P0ZUZU9  (some  years  ago  depopulated 
by  the  small- pox,)  had  to  contend  with  the 
Amajes,  Carapachos,  Callisecas,  and  other 
savage  tribes,  occupying  the  territory  be- 
tween Pozuro  and  the  mouth  of  the  Pachi- 
tea.  From  this  spot,  namely,  where  the 
Pachitea  joins  the  Ucayali,  to  the  river 
Sarayacu,  which  enters  the  Ucayali  in  lati- 
tude 6<>  45'  south,  several  streams  descend 

G  5 
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from  the  plains  of  Sacramento  to  join  the 
Ucayali,  —  such  as  the  Aguaytia,   De    Si- 
pivos,  and  Manoa,  the  environs  of  which  are 
inhabited  or  frequented  by  various  tribes  of 
Indians  known  by  the   names  Sipivos^  Co- 
nibos,  Manoas,    and  Serebos^    &;c.     Among 
these  they   made  some  converts  ;    but   the 
principal  nation  are  the  Panos,  who  inhabit 
the  neighbourhood  oftheSarayacu^  and  form 
a  great  part  of  the  population  of  the  town 
of  the  same  name^  which  is  the  superior,  or 
rather,  at  present,  the  only  seat  of  the  Fran- 
ciscan  missions  on  the  Ucayali.     This  mis- 
sion, founded  by  the  Franciscan,  Father  Gir- 
bal,  in  1791,  was  visited  in  February  1835 
by  Lieutenant  W,  Smyth  and  Mr.  F.  Lowe, 
in  their  journey   "  undertaken  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  a  navi- 
gable communication  with   the  Atlantic  by 
the  rivers  Pachitea,  Ucayali,  and  Amazon." 
They  found  it  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
venerable  Father    Manuel  Plaza,  whose  ac- 
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count  of  these  parts  forms  an  iuterestiiig 
document  in  the  Mercurio  Peruano.  The 
climate  of  Sarayacu  is  described  by  this  ex- 
cellent missionary  as  more  free  from  ague  and 
dysentery  than  the  settlements  in  low,  sultry, 
and  humid  situations  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Maranon ;  and  Lieutenant  Smyth  and 
Mr.  Lowe,  who  give  an  interesting  account 
of  the  actual  state  of  the  mission,  observe  that 
"  the  climate  seems  very  much  like  that  of 
the  island  of  Madeira  ;"  and,  like  the  city  of 
Huanuco  on  the  Huallaga,  it  is  refreshed  in 
the  dry  season  by  breezes  that  blow  along 
the  river. 

All  the  other  missionary  settlements  in 
these  parts  having  been  abandoned  since  the 
downfall  of  the  college  of  Ocopa,  the  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  the  Indians  of  those 
settlements  have  collected  round  their  only 
remaining  spiritual  father  and  friend.  Padre 
Plaza,  at  Sarayacu,  where  the  population  has 
thus  been  swelled  to  the  number  of  about 
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two    thousand;    and    theie    senurtiarbarous 
tribes  honour  their  faithful  pastor^  and  are 
very  attentive  to  the  service  of  their  churchy 
which  is  performed  partly  in  the  Latin  and 
partly   in   the    Pano    tongue.      Lieutenant 
Smyth    and    Mr.  Lowe    not  being  able  to 
realize  the  object  of  their  expedition  by  enter- 
ing  the  Montana  at  Pozuro,  and  descend- 
ing by   the  Mayro,   returned  to   Huanuco» 
and  descended  by  the   river   Huallaga,    till 
they  arrived  at  the  river  Chipurana^  in  the 
province  of  Maynas,  which,  according  to  the 
missionaries,  enters  the  Huallaga  in  latitude 
6®  80'  south.      They  ascended  the  Chipu- 
rana  as   far   as  they   found   it   navigable ; 
and   thence,  partly  by  land  and  partly  by 
water,  they  proceeded  to  Sarayacu^  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  able,  through  the  guidance 
of  Padre  Plaza,  to  effect  their  expedition  up 
the  Pachitea, — an  undertaking  in  which  they 
unfortunately  did  not  succeed,  on  account  of 
the  inundation  of  the  rivers  during  the  wet 


season,  which  lasts  from  November  td  Muf, 
and  also  for  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of 
effects  to  exchange  for  the  provisions  neees* 

sary  for  the  support  of  an  escort  of  the  mis- 
sion Indians,  without  which  the  enterprise 
is   not  safe,   nor  indeed  practicable,  at  any 
season.  Nevertheless,  Padre  Plaza,  before  the 
visit  of  Lieutenant  Smyth   and  Mr.  Lowe, 
wrote   to    advise    the    government    of  his 
opinion  regarding  the  communication  with 
the  district  of  his  mission  by  the   port,  of 
Mayro;    and  his  letter  on  this  subject  was 
published  at  Cerro  Pasco,  after  accounts  had 
been  received  of  the  failure  of  the  expedi- 
tion undertaken  by  the  gentlemen  now  men- 
tioned,   in    company   with    the    Peruvians, 
Major   Beltran    and    Lieutenant    Azcarate. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  reverend  monk 
is  too  much  stricken  in   years  to  be  much 
longer  able  to  preserve  his  usefulness ;  and, 
what  is   yet  more  to  be  lamented,   at   his 
death  it  is  probable  that  all  the  labours  of 
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himself  and  his  predecessors  in   the   same 
field  of  conversion  and  civilization  will  have 
been  thrown  away.     Friar  Manuel  Plaza  is 
not  likely  to  have  a  successor  from  the  school 
of  Ocopa,  notwithstanding  the  decree  respect- 
ing its  restoration,  while  Peru  continues  to 
exhaust  its  best  resources  in  war,  either  civil 
or  defensive,  against  neighbouring  states.    To 
enable  that  country  to  consolidate  its  internal 
strength,  and  attend   to  the   practical   im- 
provements   of  civil   and  religious  institu- 
tions, it  must  have   what   the  majority  of 
its    citizens    sincerely    long    for,  —  an   in- 
terval of  quiet.     Until  domestic  peace  be 
acquired,  the   peace    of  the  Gospel  is   not 
likely  to  be  sent  forth  afresh  to  subdue  the 
turbulent  spirit  of  the  Cashivo,  or  to  replant 
and  renew  the  settlements   and  friendships 
that  were  formerly  established  by  the  emis- 
saries from  Ocopa ;  friendships  now  for  the 
most  part  forgotten,  and  settlements  no  longer 
to  be   traced,  except  on  the  map  of  their 
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wide-spreading  mission-laiid^  already  alluded 
to  as  dedicated  by  their  order  and  the  literati 
of  Lima  to  the  King  of  Spain.  But  since 
then  the  dynasty  of  kings  has  been  destroyed ; 
and  zeal  for  the  missionary  cause,  except  in 
name  and  speculation ,  has  almost  vanished 
from  the  land,  where  it  would  appear  that 
patriotism  can  only  thrive  on  the  ruins  of 
all  the  best  institutions  of  former  days :  and 
when  the  writer  of  the  following  letter  shall 
be  no  more,  the  name  of  king  and  Saviour, 
if  not  also  of  friend*  and  patriot,  may  soon 
cease  to  be  heard  or  honoured  among  the 
woods  and  glades  in  the  now  isolated  and 
forlorn  mission  of  the  Ucayali. 

"  Peruvian  Republic* — Mission  of  the  UcayaTi. 
*'  Sarayacu^  14th  December  1834. 

"  To  the  Sub-prefect  of  Huanuco. 

**  On  the  20th  of  November  last,  I  re- 
plied to  the  prefect,   D.  Francisco  Quiros, 

•  "  Amigo**  or  friend,   is  the  first  word  of  Spanish  which 
the  mission  Indian  is  taught  to  speak. 
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regarding  tile  project  dt  tke  Sapneme  Oo- 
vemnient,  which  was  sent  to  me  by  7011, 
84tfa  September  of  this  present  year ;  and 
I  answered^  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
by  the  Moyobamba  post.  But,  lest  that 
letter  should  have  been  in  any  way  mislaid 
or  lost,  I  think  it  advisable,  as  it  related 
to  an  affair  of  so  much  importance,  to  for- 
ward a  duplicate  of  the  same,  which  is  as 
follows : — 


*'  RESPECTED  SIR, 

"  This  very  day  came  to  my  hands  your 
note  of  the  18th  of  September  of  the  present 
year ;  and  having  carefully  perused  it,  I  have 
to  inform  your  honour,  (Vuesa  Sefioria,) 
with  the  greatest  sincerity,  that  the  project 
adopted  by  the  Supreme  Government,  of  pe- 
netrating to  the  river  of  Pachitea  by  the 
port  of  Mayro,  is  the  best  and  safest  plan,  be- 
cause of  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to 
the  republic  from  opening  the  navigation  of 


that  river;  Sor,  from  its  jonctkm  with  the 
Ucayali,  up  the  stream  to  Mayro^  is  only  a 
passage  of  seven  or  eight  days ;  and  from  the 
latter  place  to  Pozuro,  by  land,  is  but  an 
intermediate  distance  of  fourteen  leagues.  * 
But  there  is  one  obstacle  which,  as  long  as 
it  exists,  will  almost  certainly  interfere  with 
the  enjoyment  of  a  safe  traffic  on  the  river 
Pachitea ;  namely,  that  on  its  banks  are 
situated  the  pagan  Cashivos,  cruel  cannibals 
who  live  on  human  flesh,  —  sometimes  avail- 
ing themselves  of  much  cunning  and  artifice 
to  deceive  passengers ;  and  at  other  times, 
with  all  the  fierceness  of  the  wild  beasts 
of  the  forest,  fearlessly  attacking  them,  as 
was  proved  in  two  expeditions  undertaken 

*  The  road  which  formerly  existed  between  Pozuro  and 
Mayro  is  now  so  overgrown  with  brushwood  as  to  render  it 
impassable  without  the  aid  of  the  chopping-knife,  with  the  use 
of  which  the  Indians  of  Huanuco  are  well  acquainted.  By 
this  road  the  journey  from  Mayro  to  Pozuro  was  usually  per- 
formed in  two  days,  and  the  journey  from  Pozuro  to  the 
city  of  Huanuco  in  three :  in  ail^  five  days  from  Mayro  to 
Himnuco. 
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from  this  place  by  Father  Girbal^  who  the 
first  time  only  advanced  to  the  nearest  huts> 
when  he  was  compelled  to  return  on  account 
of  the  scarcity  of  arms,  and  the  small  escort 
given  him  by  the  government.     He  after- 
wards advanced  to  their  last  encampments 
{rancherias),   whence   he   returned  without 
having  realized  his  purpose  of  striking  the 
Mayro,  where  people  waited  his  arrival  with 
provisions  and  whatever  else  was  required : 
and   since   this  last   expedition,  which  was 
made  in  the  year  1797,  no  further   active 
measures  have  been  attempted. 

**  The  neighbouring  nations  of  Conivos  and 
Sipivos,  who  reside  by  the  inland  streams 
of  the  Ucayali,  though  they  constantly  en- 
deavour to  drive  away  these  cruel  enemies, 
have  never  succeeded  ;  for  so  far  is  it  other- 
wise, that  they  suddenly  break  into  the 
houses,  and,  not  satisfied  with  putting  their 
inmates  to  death,  carry  off  the  dead  bodies 
to   celebrate   their    banquets  with,   for    the 
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Cashivos  have  an  innate  appetite  for  human 
flesh.*  The  project  of  entering  by  the  Mayro 
is  the  most  attainable  of  any  other^  because^ 
in  descending  the  water,  the  vessels  keep  the 
centre  of  the  river,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
reached  by  the  arrows  from  the  banks  at 
point-blank  shot :  besides,  by  merely  discharg- 
ing a  few  fire-arms,  they  disperse  ;  and  as, 
happily,  they  do  not  use  canoes,  they  cannot 
intercept  the  passage,  or  do  us  material  injury. 
And  further,  the  descent  to  this  point  is  ac- 
complished in  two  days  only  ;  for  which  rea- 
son it  is  very  necessary  that  I  should  have 
seasonable  advice,  the  time  being  as  nearly 
as  possible  fixed,  to  prevent  any  disappoint- 
ment as  to  our  meeting ;  when,  according  to 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  commissioners,  an 

*  It  might  be  imagined  that  this  custom  of  carrying  away 
and  eating  the  dead  was  a  good  reason  for  the  ancient 
practice,  still  in  use  among  the  Indians  of  the  Ucayali,  of  bury- 
ing their  dead  in  their  houses^  as  affording  some  protection 
against  this  rage  of  cannibalism ;  but  among  the  Inca  race  of 
Indians  the  practice  also  appears  to  have  existed  of  old^  though 
without  reference  to  so  shocking  a  cause. 


expedkiofl  may  be  made  with  every  pre- 
caution from  this  point,  for  the  purpose  of 
elearing  the  passage  of  so  destructive  and 
indomitable  a  people ;  and  in  this  way  the 
frontier  towns  may  be  able  to  proceed  in 
extracting  from  the  Monta&a  its  precious 
productions. 

*^  Actuated  by  this  desire,  and  that  of  ren- 
dering happy  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ucayali^ 
I  have  now,  for  the  space  of  thirty-four 
years,  felt  it  my  duty  to  live  in  these  mis- 
sions ;  and  God  grant  that  my  eyes  may 
yet  see  the  prosperity  of  these  regions, 
since  my  expedition  to  the  Pangoa  failed 
of  producing  the  advantages  expected  from 
it.* 

*  As  a  comment  on  this  part  of  Friar  Plaza's  letter,  we  can- 
not do  better  than  introduce  a  passage  ilhistrative  of  the  allu- 
sion here  made,  translated  from  a  paper  of  his  own  in  the 
Merc.  Per.  and  cited  by  laeutenant  Smyth  and  Mr.  Lowe  in 
the  Introduction  to  their  NaiTative  of  a  Journey  from  Lima  to 
Para. 

"  The  three  entrances  to  this  district  (Ucayali)  are  by  Hua- 
nuco  and  the  port  of  Mayro,  by  Tarma  and  the  river  Chancha- 
mayo,  and  by  the  Jauja  and  Andamarca,  taking  the  direction  of 
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^  This  expedition  I  undertook  merety 
to  please  the  fathers  of  Ocopa;  but  thai 
the  intercourse  thus  commenced  would  be 
of  short  duration,  it  was  easy  to  conjee^ 
ture  from  the  great  dbtance  which  sepa« 
rated  the  mission  from  the  college ;  the 
difficult  and  dangerous  navigation  of  the 
head-streams  —  cabezeras — of  the  Ucayali ; 
and  lastly^  the  discordant  opinions  of  the 
European  fathers. 

"  But  the  day  has  now  arrived  when  my 


Pangoa,  which  is  passable,  and  has  been  so  since  the  year  1815, 
when  I  crossed  from  the  plains  of  Sacramento  to  Pangoa^ 
where  I  formed  a  friendship  with  various  nations  on  the  way ; 
and  by  this  route  for  seven  years  the  mission  has  received  all 
its  supplies.  In  this  expedition  I  explored  all  that  was  re- 
markable from  Sarayacu,  which  is  fifteen  days'  distance  up  the 
river  from  the  Maranon,  and  ascended  from  thence  as  far  as 
the  river  Pachitea,  in  twenty  days  more/'  It  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  communication  with  Sarayacu  by  the  rivers  Huallaga 
and  Chipurana  is  so  circuitous,  that  Fr.  Plaza  does  not  even 
mention  it  as  one  of  the  routes  to  the  mission ;  though  this  was 
the  route  pursued  by  the  late  expedition  in  1834-5,  after  the 
attempt  to  enter  by  the  Mayro  had  failed.  The  Sub-prefect's 
letter,  too,  took  near  three  months  to  reach  the  mission 
through  the  country  of  Maynas. 
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wishes  will  be  verified  through  the  skilful 
arrangements  of  the  Supreme  Government ; 
and  to  the  best  of  my  power  I  will  con- 
tribute to  the  success  of  the  enterprise, 
not  only  by  assisting  the  commissioners, 
but  also  by  accompanying  them  on  the 
expedition,  old  as  I  am. 

''  All  the  above  considerations  I  submit 
to  your  notice  for  your  information  and 
government,  —  God  protect  your  Honour ! 

*  *  As  the  letter  which  I  have  alluded  to 
may  possibly  have  miscarried,  it  will  give 
me  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  this  has 
come  to  your  hands. 

"  God  protect  you ! 

"  Fray  Manuel  Plaza." 


TANGUR.  143 


CHAPTER  V. 


Cbristianized  Indians  of  the  Interior.  —  Their  condition  and 
character.  —  Hardships  imposed  on  them.  —  Desire  of 
revenge. 


Tangur,  in  the  curacy  of  Caina,  and  de- 
partment of  Junin,  is  one  of  those  villages 
so  common  on  the  elevated  slopes  which 
overlook  temperate  valleys  in  the  interior  of 
Peru.  In  this  small  village,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  a  gentleman  who  for  several  years 
visited  it  in  the  character  of  curate,  there  are 
two  distinct  municipalities,  each  possessing 
its  separate  church  and  magistrates. 

These  separate  people,  who  speak  the  same 
Quichua  language,  do  not  associate  toge- 
ther, nor  do  they  even  hold  their  religious 
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festivals  on  the  same  day.    The  origin  of  this 
separation  of  interests^  tradition  informs  us, 
is  as  far  back  as  the  time  of  the  Incas,  when 
some  convicts^  ordered  from  Quito,  settled  at 
this   place,   and   formed   a   distinct   family; 
which  has  here  subsisted  since  that  remote 
period,  without  ever  mingling  its  blood  with 
that  of  its  neighbours,  or  entering  into  com- 
munion or  alliance  with  any  other  people. 
This  is   the  more  remarkable,  as  it  is  the 
ordinary  practice  in  other  remote  villages  of 
the  interior  for  the  whole  body  of  men  to 
co-operate  in  any  great  work,  such  as  con- 
structing bridges  for  their  common  good^  or 
building  houses  for  the  convenience  of  indi- 
viduals ;  on  which  occasions  one  party  con- 
ducts stones    and  turf,  another   builds    the 
walls,  a  third  conveys  timber  from  the  dis- 
tant woods,^  and  a  fourth  cuts  and  lays  on 


*  As  trees  of  sufficient  size  for  the  purposes  required  are 
not  always  at  hand,  we  have  seen  near  a  hundred  men  exhaust 
their  strength  in  dragging  a  tree  by  the  means  of  lazos  from 
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the  thatch  &;c.     The  unanimity  in  this  case, 
and  the  want  of  it  in  that  of  Tangur,  are 
equally  characteristic  of  that  love  which  the 
Indian  entertains  for  the  usages  of  his  pre- 
decessors in  all  things.     In  nothing  does  he 
approve  of  innovation;  in  his  condition  he 
has  not  yet  known  any  durable  or  real  ame- 
lioration,   and    in    nothing    does   he   desire 
change.     In  his  local  prejudices^  habits^  and 
daily  pursuits^  he  only  thinks,  feels,  and  acts 
just  as  others  did  before  him.    If  the  general 
revolution  has  been  in  any  degree  useful  to 
the   poor  uninformed  Indian  of  Peru,  who 
has  already  sunk   from    the  short-lived  ex- 
citement of  patriotic  enthusiasm  into  the  de* 
jection   of  a  military  despotism, — if  it   has 
really  improved  his  prospects,  it  has  been  by 


deep  raTines  and  hollows.  This  waste  of  power  might  be 
easily  avoided  by  the  help  of  the  pulley,  with  which  they  are 
unacquainted;  but  they  show  great  skill  in  the  application 
aud  management  of  the  lazo,  and,  when  arranged  for  the  tug, 
their  efforts  are  roused  by  a  song  of  which  the  chorus  is 
'*  Huasca  runa !'' — Men,  to  the  lazo ! 

VOL.  II.  H 
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laounog  him,  for  a  wliiie  at  leasl,  fi^m  Ins 
W€Oted  apathj  to  the  general' concerns  and 
coDTeiiieaces  of  life ;  -opening  to  his  view  a 
wider  range  of  imitation  and  desire,  and 
thus  tweaking  in  upon  the  hereditary  ron- 
tine  of  his  customs  and  habits,  to  whieb^ 
till  now,  he  has  adhered  with  the  unvarying 
constancy  of  mere  instinct. 

The  christianized  Indians  of  the  Inca  dj- 
nastj,  whose  native  tongue  is  Qnichua,— for 
we  do  not  at  present  speak  of  the  savage,  or 
half-christianized  Pano,  and  other  yet  un- 
settled tribes  of  the  Montana, — are  said  to 
be  an  indolent  race ;  but  we  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  that  their  exertions 
will  increase  as  the  prospect  of  bettering 
their  condition  expands,  and  that  in  ge- 
neral their  labour  is  only  conducted  in  a 
slothful  manner  when  it  is  compulsory,  or 
to  themselves  unproductive.  We  have  had 
ample  opportunity  to  know,  that  when  they 
labour  by  "  tared*^  or  piece-work,   and  are 


sure  of  th^it  >wag|e9»^  thej  work*  revooxkh 
^bly.yf^^f    On  theie  oit^n  little  farms,  tbejr 
are  truly  hard  Jaboi^rers;  and^  if  tbey.  were 
mt  so.  often  poufikced  upon  by  en^nies  to 
industry  I  the  .fruit  of  it  would  be  seen  in 
their  growing  prosperity.     It  is  those  who 
tyrannize  over  them  who  accuse  them  of  lazi- 
ness^ duplicity^  and  natural  perverseness  of 
disposition.     Of  such  persons  we  may  be  al- 
lowed to  ask.  Have  they  ever  afforded  the  In- 
dian  any  rational  encouragement  to  honesty 
and  industry  ?    Have  they  ever,  by  fair  deal- 
ing, persevered  in  the  experiment  of  deserving 
the  confidence,  of  conciliating  the  affections, 
or  of  calling  forth  the  kindly  sympathies  of 
these  humbler  sons  of  the  soil  ?  What  virtue, 
except  patience,  were  they  permitted  to  dis- 
close   under    Spanish    oppression  — -  (would 
it  were  mitigated  under  the  patriot  system  !) 
r— when  their  masters  supplied  them  with 
the  necessaries  of  life  just  on  what  terms 
they  pleased,  and   when  the  Indians  could 
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realize  no  property,  however  much  they  re- 
doubled their  toil,  for  in  general  the  fruit  of 
their  labour  was  not  their  own  ? 

The  Indians  for  the  most  part  are  an 
agricultural  people,  for  more  live  by  tillage 
than  mere  pasturage  or  any  other  occupa- 
tion. Many  of  the  modern  villages  in  the 
temperate  climate  of  the  interior  were,  not 
many  years  ago,  large  farms,  possessed  by 
Europeans  or  their  Creole  descendants ;  but 
the  labourers,  set  free  at  the  revolution  in 
consequence  of  the  confiscation  of  the  goods 
and  property  of  their  fugitive  or  ruined  mas- 
ters, have  continued  to  cultivate  the  land 
for  their  own  maintenance,  till  by  degre<es 
their  families  have  swelled  into  villages,  and 
at  length  assumed  the  important  character  of 
municipalities.  With  a  few  years  of  un- 
disturbed peace,  and  exemption  from  undue 
exactions,  small  villages  may  thus  arise  and 
become  considerable  towns,  wherever  the 
locality  happens   to  afford   sufficient   scope 
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for  cultivation.  But  as  it  often  occurs  that 
the  Indian  hamlet  is  erected  on  a  pinnacle, 
or  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  around  which 
there  is  but,  little  suitable  soil  for  the 
spread  of  agricultural  industry,  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  father  divides  and  subdi- 
vides the  same  piece  of  ground  among  the 
rising  members  of  his  progeny,  till  at  length 
the  means  of  subsistence  become  too  scanty 
for  the  support  of  the  whole  family,  and, 
the  supernumeraries  must  seek  employment 
in  the  mines  or  elsewhere,  as  they  best  may. 
The  mechanic  arts  are  little  needed  by 
Indians  who  construct  their  own  huts,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  their  coarse  felt- 
hats,  shape  their  own  dress,  which  in  warm 
situations  consists  of  sandals  of  raw  hide, 
wide  trowsers  or  breeches  open  at  the  knee, 
a  shirt,  vest,  and  sometimes  a  jacket,  and 
over  all  a  poncho.  In  cold  exposed  loca- 
lities, as  Cerro  Pasco,  they  always  wear 
warm  woollen  stockings  and  a  jacket ;  not 
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omitting  the  poncho,  Which   i&    the    indis- 
pensaMe   covering  by  day  as   well    as    by 
night  throughout  the  Sierra.     Besides  such 
drawbacks  on   the    growth  of   Indian    po- 
pulation as  arise  from  the  watit  of  efficient 
medical  assistance^  and  the  occasionally  de- 
structive effects  of  epidemic  diseases,  other 
causes  have  been  frequently  assigned,  and 
especially  an  excessive  passion  for  intoxicat- 
ing liquors.    This  propensity  operates  strong- 
ly with  the   miner,  stationed,  as  he  is,  in 
high  and  frigid  localities,  where  he  is  much 
exposed  to  wet  under  ground,  and  to  noc- 
turnal frost  or  snow   above  it.     Here   the 
action    of   intoxicating    drink,    particularly 
when  indulged  in  by  those  not  born  in  very 
elevated  regions,   superadded  to  the  usual 
effects  of  a  highly  rarefied  atmosphere,  and 
other  causes  of  a  less  general  character,  tend 
greatly  to  shorten  human  life.     But  in  the 
warm  and  temperate  valleys  which  intervene 
between   the  coast  and  the  Cordilleras  this 
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vice  is  bj  no  means  so.  prevalent  as  at  ihf) 
minesj  where  money  circulates  freely^  and  all 
manner  of  temptation  is  to  be  encountered* 
For    though    agua-^ardiente^    guarapoj    and 
chicha  usually  abound  in  such  placesi  yet  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  peones  or 
day4abourers  of  these  favoured  climates  seU 
dom  have   reals  to  spend ;  and  that^  when 
they  have  no  money,  their  credit  does  not 
usually  extend  so  far  as  to  enable  them  to 
be  often  intoxicated.     For  about  three  years 
we  had  seldom  less  than  a  score,  and  fre- 
quently as  many  as  fifty  or  sixty  of  these 
Indians,  working  under  the  eye  of  a  major- 
domo;    and,  except  upon    some    saint-day 
or  festival,  we  do  not  recollect  having  any 
complaint  made  to  us  on  the  score  of  drunk- 
enness.    Licentiousness  is  usually  stated  as 
a  further  source  of  depopulation  among  all 
classes  and  castes  in  Peru  :  but,  whatever  be 
the  true  explanation  of  the  fact,  we  think 
that  evils  springing  from  such  fountains  of 
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impurity  sbow '  themselves  comparativelj  lit- 
tie  in  the  IndiaD  coastitutioii ;  and  tbougii 
strict  regularity  of  conduct  cannot  be  claiin- 
ed  on   the  part  of  the  Indian  family^  yet 
the  modesty  of  their  ancient  mamaconas  is 
still  remembered  among  them ;  and  it   is  a 
characteristic  which  to  this  day  honourably 
distinguishes  the  Indians  from    their    more 
cultivated  masters,  that  with  them  conjugal 
infidelity  is  discouraged,  punished,  and  felt  to 
be  a  crime. 

Incessant  warfare  and  intestine  broils,  by 
keeping  up  continued  agitation,  are  at  this 
day  as  destructive  and  desolating  to  the  abo- 
rigines of  Peru,  and  to  the  general  industry 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  as  was  for- 
merly the  compulsory  system  of  working  in 
the  mines,  and  manufactories  or  "obrages," 
under  the  Spanish  conquerors.  The  factious 
and  seditious  spirit  which  has  gone  abroad 
in  the  republic  is  an  excuse  for  a  standing 
army,. which  in  its  turn  becomes  the  fertile 


pursay^  Qr>  ab^  hask,  {peqn^mt  instriuiieiit  of 
fiict}<Mi ;  and>  what  Is  worse>  mtlitarf  licerida 
is  rapidly  pervadhng  all  classes  of  sodiet;^) 
and  destroyiog  th^  only  true  sources  of*  po- 
pulation^  which  are  domestic  virtues,  domes-* 
tic  habits,  and  simplicity  of  life.  We  shall 
dwell  no  longer  on  such  causes,  already  too 
well  known  as  principal  sources  of  depopu- 
lation in  Peru;  but,  before  we  quit  the 
subject,  it  occurs  to  us  to  mention  that  dur- 
ing a  litigation,  in  which  the  question  at 
issue  was  to  be  partly  determined  by  the  evi- 
dence of  tradition  and  ancient  usage,  a  num- 
ber of  witnesses  of  the  most  advanced  age 
in  the  Vale  of  Huanuco  were  called  in  to 
give  their  testimony,  of  whom  several  were 
from  seventy  to  ninety  years  of  age,  and, 
with  only  one  exception,  in  which  the  blind* 
ness  of  age  came  on  in  an  European  by 
Hrth,  all  of  them  were  hale  old  people, 
and  generally  of  Indian  race. 

We  would  remark  of  these  Indians,  that 
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althottgh  for  centuries  they  have  endured 
oppression  with  the  mute  meekness  of  the 
lamb  bound  for  sacrifice,  thej  are  by  no 
means  dead  to  feelings  of  domestic  tender- 
ness, or  insensible  to  the  natural  ties  of  kin* 
dred  or  of  country,  whence  they  are  violently 
torn  when  led  away  as  recruits.  Wanderers 
from  their  native  soil,  wherever  the  puUic 
service  or  the  will  of  an  usurper  leads,  they 
brood  over  the  loss  of  the  genial  freedom, 
simple  habits,  and  peaceful  enjoyments  that 
once  were  their  own,  when  they  herded  their 
flocks  or  cultivated  their  com  and  pumpkins. 
In  an  hospital,  on  the  coast,  we  have  seen 
some  of  these  poor  fellows  unable  to  speak  a 
sentence  of  Spanish  to  the  physician  who 
prescribed  for  their  relief;  and,  in  a  few 
extreme  instances,  despair  sunk  the  powers 
of  life,  and  a  hopeless  love  of  home  ex- 
hausted their  spirits.  We  have  seen  one 
very  young  lad  thus  affected  who  refused 
food  and  medicine,  until  in  silent  sorrow  he 
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expired^  a  vistim  to  nostalgia,  or  a  love  of 
home>  and  a  broken  heart.  These  hapless 
beings,  whose  devotedness  to  early  attach* 
ments  and  associations  bespeaks  the  warmth 
and  fidelity  of  their  affections,  though  che- 
rished under  a  cold  and  apparently  a  pas- 
sionless exterior,  we  found  to  be  indeed  re- 
served, but  sagacious ;  and,  when  not  under 
any  unusual  excitement,  their  minds,  though 
not  cheerful,  were  serene.  Their  exterior 
mien  always  struck  us  as  solemn,  and  even 
sad ;  but  this  may  be  partly  the  effect  of 
the  awfully  grand  and  sublime  scenery  so 
familiar  to  their  view,  which  imparts  a  so- 
lemn and  contemplative  turn  to  the  thoughts 
of  the  mountaineer,  and  influences  his  mo- 
ral feelings  in  such  a  manner  as  stamps  a 
certain  air  of  mental  gravity  on  his  general 
deportment  and  expression.  As  an  indivi- 
dual, the  Indian  is  timid,  and  he  will  sooner 
take  a  cuff  than  give  one ;  but,  when  they  as- 
semble for  mutual  support,  then  indeed  they 
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are  seen   to  fight    most  vatiaatljr^  and  like 
tame  oxen,  when  the  blood  of  one  of  thdr 
number  is  shed,  they  all  become   fearfully 
courageous.      Bold  and    bloody    battles    we 
have    seen  between    strong  parties    of    the 
native   miners   in    Cerro  Pasco,    armed   for 
the  combat   with  slings,  stones,  and   dubs. 
At  festivals,  too,  when  roused  by  drink  or 
enraged  by  jealousy,  they  lacerate  and  maui 
each  other:   and  the  meek-looking,  dumpy, 
Indian  woman  becomes  equally  exasperated 
and.  vehement  if  in  her    quarrels  any  one 
should  cut   away  a  tress  of  her  long   and 
coarse  black  hair;   for  the  cutting  of  these 
tresses   is   an  odious   mark   of  female   dis- 
honour, to  which  women  of  every  caste  in 
the  land — except  the  woolly-headed  blacks 
and  mulattas,  on  whom  nature  has  not  be- 
stowed these  ornaments, — are  most  acutely 
and  painfully  sensitive.* 

From   the  beagle-courage  of  the  Indian, 

*  It  was  a  punishment  which  in  certain  cases  the  law  of 
Spain  inflicted  upon  female  delinquents,  to  cut  off  their  hair. 
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who^  Hke  these  gentle  animals,  fights  tvetter  in 
company  with  others  than  singly^  bis  mililiiry 
character  stands  rery  high ;  and  a  regiment 
of  Indians  when  conducted  by  gallant  afficers, 
as  was  1;he  case  during  the  war  of  Peruvian 
mdependence,  are  sure,  to  prove  indomitably 
brave  and  hardy.  The  dark  and  zambo 
soldier  of  the  coasts  when  urged  forward  on 
a  rapid  Sierra  march,  is  very  apt  to  sink 
under  the  pressure  of  fatigue,  conjoined  with 
pinching  cold  and  inevitable  privations,  to 
which  he  has  been  little  accustomed  in  the 
warm  and  humid  '^  potreros''  or  enclosures 
near  the  sea.  But  the  Indian  foot-soldier 
is  superior  to  such  obstacles  ;  and  with  only 
the  support  of  a  pouch  of  coca,  and  a  bag 
of  toasted  maize,  he  will  continue  his  march 
wherever  the  llama  can  keep  its  footing 
over  ledges  of  rock,  and  rugged  recesses  so 
wild  and  so  land-locked,  that,  as  the  dwellers 


and  sometimes  shave  their  eyebrows.  This,  we  understand, 
was  done  by  the  common  executioner, — hence  the  sense  of 
disgrace. 


158  INCA  INDIANS. 

in  these  solitudes  saj,  it  would  seeiii  ^Bteuk 
for  the  birds  of  the  air  to  escape  from  them. 
But  though,   when  engpsged  on    long  and 
fort^  marches  over  savage  mountains  and 
glens,  one  of  these  all-enduring  an^d   active 
natives  hardly  ever  falls  behind  from  mere 
fatigue,  yet  he  has  not  so  &r  forgotten  the 
shade  of  his  fig-tree  in   the  bosom    of  tiie 
vale,  or  his  airy  home  on  some  distant  eyrie, 
from   whence  he   was    dragged    in     bonds, 
as  not  secretly  to  pant  for  his  native  nest ; 
and,  on  long  inland  marches,  the   genera/ 
or  commander  who  is  not  singularly  vigilant, 
or  uncommonly  beloved,  has  more  to  fear 
that  the    Indian   may  desert  ''him    on   the 
journey  than  when  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
In  every  village  of  the  intermediate  val- 
leys, the  white  vagabond  and  roguish  mes- 
tizo have  "  padrinos,"  or  protecting  friends 
of  their  own  caste  in  petty  authority,  hold- 
ing   the  commission   of  captain   of  volun- 
teers, governor,  or  alcalde,  or  something  more 
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suboltdinate  still;  bat  the  more  industrious 
Indian,  who  tills  his  own  piece  of  ground, 
and  peaceably  labours  to  rear  his  little  group 
of  helpless  children,  is  constantly  the  vic^ 
tim  of  oppression.  This  useful  citizen,  who 
happens  not  to  owe  a  dollar  to  any  man 
of  influence  whose  interest  it  may  therefore 
be  to  interpose  with  the  colonel  or  sub- 
prefect  of  the  district  in  his  behalf,  has,  to 
use  his  own  pathetic  expression,  no  "  arrimo" 
or  powerful  support,  neither  friend  nor  pro^ 
lector  to  plead  his  cause  with  the  local  autho- 
rities, who,  though  they  are  enjoined  by  the 
government  to  enlist  none  but  idle  and  vi- 
cious characters,  are  daily  seen  to  sacrifice, 
with  insolence  and  impunity,  justice  and 
duty  to  malice  and  caprice.  The  native  in- 
habitants are  therefore  searched  out  and 
dragged  from  their  houses,  or  from  the  caves 
and  fastnesses  where  they  have  sought  con- 
cealment. Tom  from  their  forlorn  and  des- 
titute families,  carried  away  as  recruits  on 
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every  new  levy  of  conscripts,  they:  are  bound 
like  galley-slaves^  and  then  driven  along,  a 
spiritless  crew,  hopeless  and  belpless»  from 
the  recesses  and  glens  of  the  interior  to  the 
coast,  or  elsewhere,  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, there  to  die  of  ague  or  dysentery,  or,  if 
they  survive  the  usual  effects  of  great  changes 
of  climate  and  diet,  to  be  harshly  trained  for 
the  exercise  of  war. 

It  is  a  law  of  the  country,  contained  in 
article  6th  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  com- 
mon rights  of  citizenship  be  suspended  to- 
wards the  notoriously  vagrant,  the  gambler, 
the  drunkard,  and   the   married  man  who 
without  cause  abandons  his  wife,  or  who  is 
divorced  on  account  of  his  own  misconduct. 
The  rich  and  influential  can,  when  they  please, 
easily  evade  such  laws  as  these  ;  but,  among 
the    peculiar    hardships    imposed    upon  the 
Indian  of  the  interior,  it  is  not  the  least  that 
he  may  be  seized  for  a  soldier  on  the  alleged 
ground  of  his  being  ^*  mal-casado,"  or  habi- 
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tually  cohabiting  with  a  woman  to  whom 
he  has  not  been  previously  bound  by  the 
bonds  of  regular  marriage.  It  is  not  impar- 
tial justice  that  he  should  be  punished  in 
this  manner  for  a  delinquency  which  is  almost 
authorized  by  the  practice  of  his  superiors. 
These  poor  people  pair  together  naturally, 
and  at  an  early  age ;  and  would,  we  think, 
frequently  render  their  union  more  binding 
by  marriage,  if  they  could  afford  it.  That 
this  may  be  understood,  it  is  necessary  to 
say  that  the  curate's  fees  for  the  .performance 
of  matrimonial  and  burial  service  vary  in 
amount  with  the  caste  and  complexion  of  the 
parties.  The  fee  for  marrying  an  Indian  is 
lower  than  that  assigned  for  the  marriage  of  a 
mestizo,  and  the  white  man  pays  more  than 
either.  One  consequence  of  this  arrange- 
ment is,  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  ascertain 
the  class  of  the  proposed  bridegroom;  and 
the  curate  may  sometimes  be  induced  to 
raise  the   beardless   Indian   to   the  rank   of 
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the  scanty-bearded  mertieo^  and  tiie  latter 
has  in  his  own  person  great  amMtian  to 
be  thought  an  ^^hombre  bianco"  or  white 
man.  The  poor  agricultural  Indian  of  the 
Sierra  has  commonly  enough  to  do  to  pro* 
vide  himself  with  his  coca»*  a  hoe,  and  a 
chopping-knife^  the    tools   that   he   usually 

♦  The  coca  leaf  is  to  the  Indiao  of  the  interior  a  neces- 
sary of  life)  which  he  uses  from  time  to  time,  to  reaovsLte  his 
enei^  for  renewed  muscular  exertion ;  and  in  the  intervals 
of  labour  he  often  sits  down  to  chaccha  or  to  refresh  himself 
by  masticating  coca  seasoned  with  quick-lime,  which  he  always 
carries  about  his  person  in  a  little  gourd.    The  lime  i^  used 
in  very  small  quantity  at  a  time,  but  in  a  pulverulent  and 
escharotic  state.     According  to  the  Indian  it  counteracts  the 
natural  tendency  of  the  coca  to  give  rise  to  visceral  obstruc- 
tions.   Used  in  moderate  quantity,  the  coca,  when  fresh  and 
good,  increases  nervous  energy,  removes  drowsiness,  enlivens 
the  spirits,  and  enables  the  Indian  to  bear  cold,  wet,  great 
bodily  exertion,  and  even  want  of  food,  to  a  surprising  degree, 
with  apparent  ease  and  impunity.    Taken  to  excess,  it  is  said 
to  occasion  tremor  in  the  limbs,  and  what  is  worse,  a  gloomy 
sort  of  mania.    But  such  dire  effects  must  be  of  rare  ocear- 
rence;  since,  living  for  years  on  the  borders  of  the  Montana, 
and  in  constant  intercourse  with  persons  accustomed  to  fre- 
quent the  coca  plantations,  and  witli  Indian  yanacones  or  la- 
bourers, all  of  whom,  whether  old  or  young,  masticated  this 
ftivourite  leaf,  we  never  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  t 
single  instance  in  which  the  ooca-chewer  was  affected  with 
mania  or  tremor. 
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s  works  with  ;  and  sddom  indeed  has  he  got 

I  on  hand  as  many  ddlars  as  wouM  enable 

him  to  pay  even  the  lowest  rate  of  mar- 
riage fees.  Now»  he  who  cannot  pay  with* 
out  difficulty  the  priest  for  marrying  him  in 
a  Christian  manner^  thinks  it  can  be  no  great 
harm  to  imitate  others  around  him  whose 
example  ought  to  be  worthy  of  imitation ; 
and^  Ignorant  of  the  language  which  Scrip- 
ture addresses  to  his  conscience,  he  contracts 
a  marriage  sanctioned  by  custom,  though  not 
by  religion. 

Another  hardship  in  the  Indian's  situation 
is,  that  he  has  often  great  trouble  to  pay 
the  customary  tribute  or  capitation  tax,  from 
which  even  the  superannuated  are  not  always 
exempt,  though  the  Treasury  professes  not  to 
receive  contributions  from  the  aged.  When 
we  resided  in  the  Vale  of  Huanuco^  men 
have  come  to  us  from  the  distant  province 
of  Conchucos,  imploring  work,  to  be  paid  for 
not  in  produce  but  in  money,  which  is  scarce 
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in  CoQchucos,  that  they  mi^ht   be  enabled 
to  return  with  a  few  doUars    to  satisfy  the 
collector  of  revenue,  not  less    inexoraJUe  ia 
his  demands  than  the  corregidor  used  to  be 
in  exacting  the  royal  tribute,, of  which. this 
vestige  yet  remains.     On  the  coasts  a  day- 
labourer's  wages  may  be  six  reals  or  a  dol- 
lar, according  to  circumstances;   but  in  re- 
mote parts  of  the  interior,  as  in  the  province 
to  which  we  have  referred,  wages   are  very 
low, — for  example,  a  real  or  sixpence  per 
day.  In  Huanuco,  wages  are  nominally  three 
reals  a  day :    but  here  the  native  planters 
usually    run    accounts     with    their    work- 
men, whom   they  supply  with  such  articles 
as    clothes,   spirits,    maize,  coca,  and    per- 
haps tobacco ;  though  the  cigar  is  more  used 
by  the  natives  of  the  coast,  and  such  as  use 
not  the  coca,  than  by  the  agricultural  In- 
dian.   By  this  mode  of  management  the  poor 
man  is  commonly  precipitated,  before  he  is 
aware  of  it,  into  his  employer's  debt,  and 
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very  often  remains  involved,  and  virtually 
a  slave,  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  ;  while 
his  sons  after  him  are  made  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  burden  under  which  the  father 
sank  to  his  grave.  But  the  same  grinding 
system  involves  even  the  better  sort  of  men 
who  are  looked  upoii  with  respect  in  their 
own  humble  sphere,  and  permitted  to  prefix 
Don  as  a  shining  handle  to  their  name, — 
they  also  are  victims  to  ruinous  custom  and 
superstitious  rites  ;  for  they  are  called  upon 
in  their  turn  to  bear  the  expense  of  being 
the  major-domos  of  the  feasts  which  are  cele- 
brated in  honour  of  the  tutelar  saint  of  the 
village  to  which  they  belong. 

To  defray  the  expense  of  these  public 
entertainments,  the  major-domos  have  in 
most  instances  not  only  to  spend  all  their 
savings,  but  to  borrow,  and  to  run  up  their 
credit  with  the  sellers  of  fruit  and  preserves, 
the  butcher,  the  baker,  the  distiller,  and  chi^ 
cheraSy  or  women  that   make   the  country 
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beor^  and  sell  the  malt,  ctSkAjar^ui,  made  of 
maize.    In  shcni,  a  mi^-domo  of  a  festival 
io  a  village  of  any  oonsiderBtion  gets  wdl  off 
if  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two    or  three 
hundred  ddlars,  pay  his  share  of  the  anniver- 
sary feast  and  procession.   To  sustain  tbe  pa- 
geantry of  one  day  of  drunken  and  profligate 
religious  enthusiasm  in  honour  of  a  fki^ouFite 
saintj  these  men  foolishly  entangle    thewr 
selves  and  families  in  the  miseries  of  debt 
and  embarrassments  that  destroy  both  ease 
and  independence,  and  lead  to  a  multitude 
of  evils  naturally  arising  out  of  such    de* 
graded  circumstances.      We  have  ourselves 
employed  in  weeding  our  cane-fields  an  honest 
and  industrious  family  thus  reduced  to  great 
privation;    from  which  the  children  could 
never  expect  to  emerge^  after  the  death  of 
an  industrious  father^  except  by  the  utmost 
prudence,  perseverance,  and  industry  on  their 
own  part,  and  friendly  support  on  the  part 
of  their  employer. 
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To  conclude  these  remarks  on  the  Indian's 
condition^  we  have  shown  that  evil  examine 
in  high  places,  religious  abuses,  the  exactions 
of  the  collector  of  revenue,  and  also  of  the 
priests  (whom,  by  the  by,  the  state  should 
deliver  frcmi  this  degrading  necessity,  by 
giving  him  an  adequate  income  out  of  the 
tithes  which  it  has  appropriated  to  itself^)  the 
arbitrariness  of  petty  governors^  alcaldes,  and 
village  captains,  together  with  the  restless 
and  overweening  ambition  of  military  despots 
that  allow  their  country  no  repose,  —  we 
have  shown  that  these  causes,  collectively, 
tend  to  render  the  Indian  race — which  forms 
the  bulk  of  the  Peruvian  nation — insecure  in 
their  persons  and  property,  distrustful  and 
cringing  in  their  character,  degraded  in  their 
morals,  and  heirs  direct  to  civil  and  religious 
bondage. 

The  curates  who  reside  in  the  mountain 
glens  and  deep  corries  feel  assured,  from 
the  well-known  feelings  cherished  by  their 
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flockst  that  when  the  day  arrives  when  these 
uneducated  men  of  the  hills  shall  under- 
stand what  are  their  own  political-  rights 
and  physical  strength,  and  shall  be  com- 
manded by  bold  and  sagacious  leaders  of 
their  own  blood  and  kind^  they  will  fear- 
fully and  cruelly  avenge  their  wrongs  on  all 
•*  advenedizos/'  all  exotics !  — on  their  white 
oppressors  and  sable  interlopers!* 

*  Tlie  whites  have  already  bad  a  foretaste  of  this  retribudoa 
in  La-'paiy  where,  as  we  we  have  been  infonned^  every  white 
man  was  massacred.    The  Indians  are  said  to  indulge  in  the 
hope  of  yvi  seeing  a  prince  of  their  own  race  on  the  throne  ; 
and  sudi  lias  been  their  well-founded  and  now  habitual  mis* 
trust  of  the  whites^  that  they  have  never  revealed  where  all  their 
own  treasures  and  those  of  the  Incas,  which  were  buried  after 
the  death  of  Atahualpa,  are  to  be  found.    This  is  a  secret  to 
e^ty  one  but  a  chosen  few  of  the  caciques.    A  few  years 
belbt«  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  independence  in  Peru, 
a  rising  took  place  among  the  Indians  of  some  of  the  inland 
provinces,  under  a  cacique  named   Pomaca^ua:    but   this 
insurrection  was  soon  suppressed.    The  fact  of  Pomacagua's 
l>eing  acquainted  with  the  hiding  place  of  the  regal  treasure 
alluded  to,  and  his  offer  to  reveal  it  to  save  his  life,  was  not 
believed  by  the  unrel«iting  Ramires,  and  he  was  shot. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


War  of  Independence.  —  Unsettled  state  of  the  country  at  the 
close  of  1835  and  early  in  1836. — Gamarra's  Government. — 
Insurrections.  —  Guerilla  and  Freebooters.  —  Foreign  Ma- 
rines.—  Lima  invaded  from  the  castles  of  Callao,  under 
command  of  Solar. — Orbegoso  enters  Lima. — Castles  of  Cal- 
lao  taken  by  assault. — Battle  of  Socabaya.— rSalaverry  taken 
prisoner. — Execution. —  Public  tranquillity  hoped  for  under 
the  protection  of  Santa-Cruz. 


Having  in  the  preceding  chapters  at- 
tempted to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  general 
aspect  of  Peru^  and  of  the  social  condition 
of  its  inhabitants^  we  will  subjoin  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  anarchy  into  which  it  fell  about 
the  close  of  the  year  1835  and  beginning  of 
1886. 

From  the  year  1810,  when  first  the  Pa- 
triot  flag  was  triumphantly  carried  into  upper 
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Peru  by   the  spirited  Baenos-Ajrreans^  the 
natives    of  lower   Peru^   or  that    which  is 
now    called    the    Peruvian    Republic^    had 
the   path   to    freedom    boldly   pointed    out 
to  their  view.     But  in  Lima,  where  Spanish 
influence    and   loyalty   were    strongly    con- 
centrated, it  was  not  until  1819»  when  JLord 
Cochrane  appeared  with  a  liberating  squadron 
on  the  shores  of  Peru,  and  the  Chilean  and 
Buenos-Ayrean  forces  in  the  year  following 
landed  on   the  same  coast  under  the  com- 
mand   of   General   San    Martin,    that    the 
national  spirit   of  the   Peruvian  people  de- 
clared  itself  in  that  joyful   welcome,    and 
effective  support  of  their  proposed  deliverers 
and  fellow  patriots,  which  struck  dismay  into 
the  councils,  and  confusion  into  the  opera- 
tions    of   their    proud    oppressors.    Then, 
indeed,  were  kindled  0II  the  horrors  of  civil 
strife  and  warfare  in  this  once  opulent  and 
peaceful  country ;  and  these  sanguinary  strug- 
gles never  ceased,  until,  aided  by  the  Colem- 
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Inan  troops,  and  the  directing  mind  of  the 
great  Liberator  Bolivar,  the  Peruvians  were 
at  length  enabled  to  throw  off  the  chains  of 
despotism  which  for  more  than  three  cen>- 
tuiies  they  had  submissively  worn, — chains 
of  which  they  wiU  long  bear  evident  marks 
on  their  national  and  domestic  character; 
for  the  battle  of  Ayacucho^  which  was  glo- 
riously fought  and  won  by  the  Patriots  on 
the  9th  day  of  December  1824,  and  which 
terminated  the  great  liberating  campaigns 
of  Peru,  has  not  yet  secured  prosperity  to 
that  distracted  country.  But  the  Peruvians, 
having  thrown  off  the  tameness  of  bondage, 
and  assumed  the  name  of  freemen,  have  yet 
harder  work  before  them  than  the  expulsion 
of  the  Spaniards :  they  have  to  finish  their 
own  work  of  regeneration ;  to  surmount  all 
the  intestine  difficulties  and  reconcile  all  the 
discordant  elements  which  originate  among 
themselves;  they  have  to  free  their  com- 
munity of  noisy  demagogues  that  poison  the 

12 
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pubHc  press^  and  discontented  agitators  who, 
affecting  the  purest  zeal  for  the   common- 
wealth, have  an  eye  only  to  their  own  in- 
terest,  and  whose   object  is  change — ^they 
care  not  what,  so  long  as  it  may  benefit 
themselves.   How  far  they  are  yet  from  having 
realized  the  final  advantages  they  proposed 
to  derive  from  their  great,  and,  so  far,  sac- 
cessful  revolutionary  struggle,  is  plainly  dis* 
covered  in  times  of  public  disturbance,  when 
all  classes  suffer  more  or  less  severely  from 
grinding  contributions  and  wanton  exactions. 
The  wealth  of  the  "  hacendado,"  or  landed 
proprietor,  is  dissipated  in  every  turmoil;  and 
the  less  affluent  farmer,  or  "chacarero,*'  is 
arrested  in  his  labour,  and  has  his  arm  para- 
lysed by  indigence  and  violence.     Predatory 
troops,  as  well  as  government  hirelings,  seize 
and  drive  off  his  cattle,  lead  astray  his  slaves, 
press  or  frighten   away   his  free  labourers, 
destroy  his  crops,  and  pillage  his  granaries ; 
and    should    the  spoliated  countryman,  or 
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country  gentleman,  be  able  to  rally  his  spirits: 
and  renew  his  exertions  sp  as  to  recover  the 
shock  of  one  year's  depredation,  the  repetir 
tion  of  the  like  violence^  or  an  aggression  yet 
more  destructive,  on  the  following  year,  con- 
signs  him  to  hopeless  beggary.    The  miners 
likewise,  though  a  greatly  privileged  corpora- 
tion, are  for  the  most  part  destitute  of  real 
capital ;  yet,  in  these  times,  misnamed  patri- 
otic, they  are  a  prey  to  unjust  collectors  of 
tribute,  who,  on  fixing  any  particular  miner's 
contribution   at    a  certain   sum   in   current 
money,  which  he  is  unable  to  pay,  take  care 
to  recover  the  amount  in  pina.     Now,  the 
extortioner   asserts   that   the    miner's  pina, 
though  truly  excellent,  is  very  badly  purified, 
— that  it  is  of  "  mucha  merma,"  or  sustains 
great  loss  of  weight  in  fusion ;   and,  under 
this  false  pretence,    again   comes  upon   the 
miner,  and  obliges  him  to  make  up  the  al- 
leged deficiency :  this^  in  fact,  is  a  surplus, 
over  and  above  the  demands  of  the  govern- 
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ment,  which  swaggering  cokmeb,  or  otiMr 
such  commissiotied  pilferers,  a|»prc^rittte  wiUi- 
oQt  scruff  to  their  own  tmworthy  purposes. 
Such  acts  of  rioleiioe .  and  vfliaiiy  in  times  ci 
petty  revohitioiis  lead  to  the  "w^orat    conse- 
qnences;  for  they  nbt  only  occlusion   great 
private  distress^  but  create  such    a   general 
distrust  in  the  government  and  its  rapacious 
agents,  as  frequently  prevents  the    miners 
from   remitting  silver  bars   to  Lima,   when 
otherwise  it  might  be  their  interest  to  do  so ; 
and  this  oppression  causes  a  contraband  trade, 
for  whidi,  indeed,  the  open  coasts   of  tAe 
country  afford  all  imi^inaUe  facility.     Nor 
should  it  be  here  overlooked  that,  as  a  coRimon 
consequence  of  the  frequent  pubfie  broils  in 
this  republic,  the  small  merchant  or  retaii 
dealer  often  feigns,  on  the  convenient  jrfea 
of  bad  times,  an  utter  incapacity  to  pay  the 
wholcisale  foreigner  in  Lima  who  credits  him 
with  goods.   Should  a  person  of  this  character 
once  get  into  the  interior  with  a  respectable 
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stock  on  hand^  he  is  awe  to  (day  the  part 
of  a  geittlemaii  in  feasting  and  dandngi  &c. ; 
and  it  may  take  sonae  trouble  not  only  to 
get  him  to  render  &fr  accounts,  but  to  hunt 
him  out  of  the  tomi  or  village  where,  under 
the  pretext  of  transacting  business,  he  is 
pleased  to  locate  himself.  In  short,  so  great 
is  the  disorder  in  every  department  of  the 
social  and  pditical  system  in  Peru,  that,  to 
express  the  sentiments  of  a  friend  of  ours, 
and  a  distinguished  Peruvian  statesman,  '^  In 
Peru  there  cannot  for  a  long  time  to  come 
be  any  other  than  a  military  government; 
every  state  pretends  to  regulate  itself  by  a 
moral  government ;  but,  as  we  have  little  or 
no  morality  in  our  land,  the  bayonet  must 
inevitably  direct  us.  Here  we  have  no  in- 
dustry ;  there  is  not  more  than  one  man  in 
ten  that  labours  for  his  bread :  and  putting 
out  of  the  question  the  ^empleados,'  or 
those  who  fill  public  stations  under  govern- 
ment, and  who  are  supported  at  the  cost  of 
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the  stated  there  is  not  one  in  thirty  of  those 
asannikins  who  are  daily  seen  loateiiu^  aboit 
the  streets  that  live  bj  their  ofirD  proper  in- 
dustrj.    Give  to  the  Indian^  in    jfirbtme  arm 
rests  our  physical  strength^  an  idea   of  ius 
wants;    let  him  know  the  convenienc^es  of 
civilized  life ;  in  short,  enlighten  the  mass  of 
our  people  so  as  to  let  them  understand 
something  at  least  of  the  nature  and    cad  ci 
government,   and  then   we  shall  not    have 
daily  revolutions.     But,  situated  as  we  are  at 
present,  we  have  neither  capital,  industry, 
nor  private  security.     All  is  insecure  ;  all  is 
loose  and  common,  unhinged,  unprotected, 
and  without  order.    Good  men  have  nothing 
to  hope  for :   the  few  individuals  who  have 
access  to  our  rulers  are  guided  by  none  but 
the  most  sordid  motives.     It  is  the  ruin  of 
my  lacerated  country,  that  no  man  looks 
beyond   his  personal  interest ;   that  no  one 
attaches    himself  to  the   government   with 
sound  intentions,  or  with  any  view  except 
that  of  plunder.'' 


The  mountain  Indian  in  particular,  whose 
knowledge  and  nsrfulness  our  paferiotie  ineiid 
would  £iiin  improve  and  enlarge,  long  inumd 
to  servitude,  and  only  acquainted  with  the 
rudest  arts  of  life,  has  never  arrived  at  a 
correct  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  privations, 
or  of  the  nature  of  those  primary  political 
rights  which,  by  skilful  combination  and 
promises,  (though  himself  too  ignorant  to 
reason  on  the  merits  of  the  cause,)  he  was  at 
length  goaded  forward  to  assert,  and  for 
some  time  to  sustain  with  manly  energy. 
Thus  have  the  meekest  and  most  submissive 
of  men,  through  vigorous  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  few  who  conceived  and  originated 
the  plan  of  their  independence,  been  stirred 
up  to  despite  their  unjust  rulers,  and  trained 
to  the  use  of  fire-arms,  at  the  very  sight  of 
which  they  formerly  trembled.  The  effect 
of  such  education  must  for  some  time  be  pro- 
ductive of  disorder ;  for,  to  apply  a  homely 
illustration,  the  fire  that  is  lit  by  the  hus- 
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bftfidltiaii  to  dMroj  ovef]giowii  md  nooaoos 
weeds,  eaiiiioC  alwajs  be  chedced  befiaic  it 
foorches  the  cane  or  the  oom  field  ;    and 
80  it  18  with   hostile  possioiis,  whicii    wiien 
once  excited,  though  for  a  good  and  patriotic 
purpose,  cannot  alwajs  be  qoeBed  at  pieasore, 
or  at  once  restrained  within  the  fimits  cff 
perfect  order  and  rational  liberty.     Of  this 
the    recent  history  of  Peru  affords  ample 
evidence,  for,  since  the  close  of  General  Ga* 
marrams     troubled    government,    there    has 
scarcely  been  a  lull  of  temporary  peace  in 
that  ill-fated  country.^     It  is   asserted  by 
those  who  best  knew  this  influential  man's 
counsels,  that,  during  his  four  years'  rule,  he 
crushed  no  fewer  than  fourteen  conspiracies 

*  Gamarra  resigned  the  government  into  the  hands  of  the 
National  Convention,  which,  it  appears,  was  not  duly  au- 
thorized to  nominate  a  president.    Under  all  the  circumstances, 
had  Oamarra  acted  boldly  and  openly — had  he  said  from  the 
flrit  that  he  would  remain  in  the  government  until  a  congress 
should  assemble,  before  which  he  would  account  for  his  pro- 
ceedings, he  would  have  acted  not  only  legitimately,  hut,  as 
good  judges  and  patriots  believed,  even  wisely :  since,  by  so. 
seasonable  an  exercise  of  moral  courage,  he  might  have  saved 
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more  or  less  matured  {gainst  his  person  or 
government:  yet  at  the  expiration  of  his 
lawful  term  of  presidentship,  to  which  dig- 
nity his  artful  schemes  conducted  him  on  the 
ruin  of  his  predecessor,  the  beloved  General 
La  Max,  he  had  scarcely  relinquished  his 
high  office  in  January  1834,  when  he  was 
seen  to  rear  the  standard  of  rebellion,  and 
hasten  the  downfalof  his  country  by  authoriz- 
ing insurrection  with  his  example.  Although 
frustrated  in  this  shameful  revolt,  in  the 
year  following  he  was  again  at  the  head  of 
an  armed  faction,  and  in  open  and  sanguinary 
rebellion.  But  finally,  after  the  disastrous 
battle  of  Yanacocha>  and  total  dispersion  of 
his  surviving  partisans,  he  came  to  Lima  for 
refuge  against  the  united  and  victorious  force 
of  his    legitimate   foes,   the    Peruvian  pre- 

his  country  from  anarchy.  But,  having  voluntarily  left  the 
government,  and  publicly  as  well  as  solemnly  acknowledged 
the  authority  of  the  Convention  and  the  Presidentship  of 
Orbegoso,  his  conduct  afterwards,  in  taking  up  arms  with 
the  insurgent  followers  of  Bermude^,  was  unfortunate  for 
himself,  discreditable  to  his  party,  and  ruinous  to  his  country. 
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■ideat  Orbegoto^    witb    his    Batman     allj, 
Sonta-Cruz.     And  here  in  the  capital,   w^hile 
receiving  the  condolence  of   his    mortified 
friends,  and  monming  the  loss  of  his  beroic 
wife,  the  renowned  Panchita,^  whose  lieart 
in  his  utmost  adversity  was  presented  to  faim 
by  a  confidential  female  friend,  enclosed  in 
a  glass, — ^he  had  little  leisure  to  weep  ov^er  it. 
Ere  his  awakened  sorrow  was  soothed,  he 
was  arrested  on  a  rough  military  warrant, 
and,  in  company  with  several  of  his  fri^ids 
or  adherents,  once  more  hurried  away  into 
banishment  by  the  stern  orders  of  the  im- 
petuous General  Salaverry,  a  rival  leader,  less 
artful  and  wary,  but  more  active  and  daring 
than  himself. 

*  This  lady  united  with  a  vigorous  constitution  a  bold  and 
energetic  mind.    She  was  feared  by  her  enemies,  but  sincerely 
beloved  by  her  friends.    In  consequence  of  the  rebellioQ  of  her 
husband,  and  jealousy  of  the  government  that  succeeded  that 
ofGamarra,  who,  but  for  her  talents  and  influence,  could  not 
have  governed  so  long  as  he  did,  this  ex-presidentess,  usually 
called  Panchita,  was  banished  to  Chile,  where  she  died  of  a 
disease  of  the  heart,  which  on  her  death-bed  she  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  Gamarra  after  her  death. 
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Lest  anything  should  be  wanting  to  crotim 
the  accuntulated  miseries  of  a  distracted 
and  afflicted  people,  his  excelleacy  the  pro*- 
visional  president  of  the  republic,  Don  Jose 
Louis  Orbegosoy  in  his  address  to  the  Peru- 
vians, dated  Tarma,  January  4th,  1836,  and 
published  in  the  Redactor  of  Lima  on  the 
9th  day  of/ the  same  month,  solemnly  affirmed 
and  promulgated  that  ^'  the  very  laws,  dic- 
tated with  the  pure  intention  of  securing 
happiness  to  the  commonwealth,  had  con- 
centrated within  themselves  the  elements  of 
her  destruction.  These  laws  had  proved  a 
safeguard  to  the  seditious,  and  had  been 
the  bulwarks  of  rebellion.  Through  their 
pperation  the  executive  had  been  forced 
to  feel  the  volcano  at  its  feet,  though 
unable  to  prevent  an  eruption.  Yes,  un* 
der  the  overseeing  eye  of  the  government, 
the  revolutions  had  been  hatched  and 
brought  forth,  reared  and  strengthened  into 
maturity." 
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This  admawled^meot^  fimn    s   president 
diUy  invested  with  ezftnordiiiaiT' or  dkrtetarial 
powers,  renomioed  every  rational  idea  of  go- 
Temmeiit,  and  virtoally  declared    the  inca- 
pacity of  the  sapieme  authority  to  protect  the 
person,   prc^ierty,  or  rights  of  the  citisen, 
or  to   sustain   the   necessary    subordiaaticHi 
of  society.     By  this  government^  wliicA  so 
frankly   declared   its   own  imbedJitj;    men 
either  faithless  or  inept  were,  perhaps  fivr 
want  of  better,  appointed  to  fill  offices   of 
high   tmst   and   power;    and   in    this    way 
was   kindled   the  train   of  that  san^uinaiy 
revolution,  which,  in   the  year  18S5,  burst 
forth    like    the    flaming   combustibles    and 
poisonous  eructations    of  an   overwhelming 
volcano ;    spreading  consternation,   outrage, 
and  desolation  over  the  wide  range  of  its 
fbarful  sweep.     But,  during  the  whole  of  this 
tumultuous  period,  the  Limenian  mob,  made 
up,  though  it  be,  of  mixed  and  most  varie- 
gated castes,  illustrated  by  their  example  how 
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slaw  the  mind  is  to  cast  off  early  and  deeply 
rooted  habits ;  for,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many 
years  of  dtil  dissension,  they  showed  that,  as 
a  whole,  they  stfll  retained  the  feelings  of 
public  subjection  (unfortunately  not  turned  to 
account  by  any  steady  government)  to  which, 
in  olden  times,  they  were  habituated  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Spaniards.  For  several 
days  during  this  period  there  was  no  sort  of 
police  in  the  capital.  The  government  and 
garrison  had  abandoned  it,  and  shut  them- 
selves up  within  the  fortress  and  castles  of 
Callao ;  but  yet  the  populace  showed  a  sin- 
gular measure  of  forbearance,  and  the  in- 
stances of  outrage  and  pillage  committed  in 
the  streets  were  exceedingly  few. 

At  this  conjuncture  of  danger  and  uncei'- 
tainty,  foreign  property  in  the  capital  was 
guarded  by  marines,  English,  French,  and 
American,  from  their  respective  vessels  of 
war  on  the  station :  but,  for  several  months 
previously  to  these  days  of  general  panic  and 
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dUmay,  the  capital  had  beeo  the  theatre  of 
daUy  brcHls ;  the  banditti  aod  soldiery  being 
engaged  in  ceaseless  though  irregular  contest 
for  the  mastery  both  withia  and  without 
the  walls.  .The  inhalHtants  were;  affected 
with  a  sort  of  nervous  infirmity,  or  morbid 
susceptibility  of  impression^  proceeding  from 
the  unsubdued  feeling  of  impending  danger* 

£  Paspettar  del  male  ^  mal  peggiore 
Forse,  che  noo  parrebbe  il  mal  presente : 
Peiide,  ad  ogn'  aura  incerta  di  romore, 
Ogni  orecchia  sospesa  ed  ogni  mente; 
£  un  confuso  bisbiglio  entro  e  di  faore 
Trascorre  i  campi  e  la  cittJi  dolente. 

Tasso. 

A  pillar  of  dust  rising  in  the  distance,  or 
the  smoke  of  burning  weeds  in  the  neigh- 
bouring farms,  were  sure  to  be  attributed  by 
the  anxious  spectator  in  the  city  to  the  less 
harmless  fire  of  musketry  and  skirmishers* 
On  the  appearance  of  any  such  sign,  notice 
was  immediately  given  from  the  lofty  steeple 
of  La  Merced,  or  the  arcade  of   the  bridge 


opposite  the' palace  balconies.  If  a  playful 
black  boj  was  seen  to  gallop  on  his  donkey 
by  the  trees  of  the  old  Alameda^  or  suburbs 
df  Malambo^  then  some  mercachifle  or  pte^ 
gonero*  would  instantly  give  the  alarm,  which 
was  conveyed  by  the  vocal  brotherhood  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning — and  "  Hay  viene 
iel  negro  Escobar  y  los  ladrones!"  (Here 
comes  the  negro  Escobar  and  the  robbers!) 
was  soon  ringing  through  all  parts  of  the 
city — whereupon  in  every  direction  would 
follow  the  running  tumult  of  "  Cierra  pu- 
ertas !"  —  shut  doors  ! — and  then  the  creak- 
ing and  heavy  clash  of  massy  doors,  and 
the  jarring  of  chains  and  bolts,  as  every 
street  and  area  entrance  were  closed  and 
barricaded.  During  these  moments  of  self- 
imprisonment,  suspense,  and  anxiety,  the 
streets  were  entirely  abandoned  by  the  un- 
armed populace ;  and  the  noise  from  the  pave- 

*  The  mercachifle  is  a  licensed  pedlar,  and  the  pregonero  a 
news-crier. 
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inenti  caused  by  the  gently  progfessiYe  mo- 
tion of  an  ambKng  hack,  was  exaggerated 
in  fancy,   so  as  to  imitate  the  clang   and 
tread  of  a  hundred  horses*    It  jNToduced  the 
same    startling    effect  in   the    over-excited 
imagination  of  those  within,  (who,  to  see  what 
passed   without,    hardly   ventured   to    peep 
through  a  key-hole,  or  from  the  corner  of  a 
latticed  balcony,)  as  the  unwelcome  rattling 
of   a   wheeled   carriage  or  the   dull    Pan- 
theon car,  on  the  morning  succeeding  a  de- 
solating earthquake,  never  fails  to  produce 
on   sensitive   frames   while  under  the   still 
abiding  influence  of  recent   alarm.     Under 
such    circumstances    of   general   consterna- 
tion it  was  that  the  timely  arrival  of  ir- 
regular   troops,    "  montonera^'    under    the 
command  of  a  Patriot  general,  Vidal,  de- 
livered Lima  out  of  the  hands  of  a  formidaUe 
band  of   freebooters  under   the    celebrated 
negro  Escobar,  who  had  already  begun  the 
work  of  depredation,  and  whose  sanguinary 
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disposkion,  if  exdted  by  drink  or  e^ci^ii^ 
threatened  ta  realise  the  worst  antidpattons 
of  the  dxsmayed  citizens.  Iti  this  very  con- 
dition of  infuriated  exultation  and  inebriety, 
bdng  in  the  act  of  plundering  a  house  in 
open  day,  he  was  surprised,  and  in  less  than 
an  hour  afterwards  shot  in  the  plaza ;  where, 
oiily  the  day  before,  he  had  showed  off  very 
proudly  under  the  balconies  of  the  arch- 
bishop's palace,  mounted  on  a  magnificent 
black  steed,  which  he  bad  taken  by  force 
from  the  prelate's  own  stable.  But  now  in 
his  last  moments  his  only  itltelligible  prayer 
was  said  to  be  that  he  might  receive  forgive- 
ness from  the  archbishop,  whose  sacred  d^- 
nity  he  had  so  recently  insulted ;  and,  pro- 
bably, of  all  the  unhappy  Peruvians  who  are 
brought  to  suffer  death  at  the  "  banquillo," 
there  falls  not  one  but  shows  some  mysterious 
respect  for  the  church;  and  the  greatest 
criminal  among  them  is  never,  perhaps, 
entirely    forgetful     of    his     tutelar     saint. 
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Wfattever  their  career  of  life  mnj  have 
their  faith,  well  or  ill  fcmnded,  jields  them 
hope  at  the  last  hour ;  and  it  is  allowed  by 
those  who  witness  their  tragic  end,  that  they 
generally  die  the  death  of  the  wicked  with 
tiie  composure  of  martyrs. 

On  the  day  that  General  Vidal,  with  his 
orderly  montonera,  entered  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the  municipality  — "  cabildo,"  for 
the  protection  of  the  terrified  city,  it  was 
interesting  to  observe  the  contrast  pre- 
sented by  the  negro  Cimarones,  when  ar- 
rayed in  the  cathedral  square  of  the  capital 
by  the  side  of  the  freemen  of  Huamantanga, 
and  the  poor  but  independent  Indians  of 
Yuyos,  who,  of  all  their  tribe  and  fellow- 
aborigines,  are  the  least  passive  under  po- 
litical oppression.  In  the  laughing  negroes, 
the  perpetual  motion  of  their  long  and 
dangling  limbs,  never  at  rest  in  the  saddle, 
betokened  an  exuberance  and  locomotive 
waste  of  nervous  energy;  while,  on  the  other 
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handy  the  coittemplattv'e-'Iooking  and  compiacA 
little  Indian  j  numnted  on  bis  hardy  nag,  just 
emerged  from  the  solitary  and  rugged  wilds 
of  the  mountains^  though  surrounded  with 
the  novelty  and  excitement  of  a  great  city  in 
confusion,  never  for  a  moment  lost  the  com*- 
posure  and  serenity  of  his  countenance  and 
demeanour.*  These  highland  bands^  toge- 
ther with  a  few  other  brave  but  undisciplined 
volunteers,  inspired  the  lower  orders  of  the 
Limenians  with  that  transient  enthusiasm  to 
which,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  they  have 
more  than  once  shown  themselves  capable  of 

*  Ever  since  Europeans  became  acquainted  with  the  In- 
dian race,  self-possession  has  been  noticed  as  one  of  their  most 
striking  characteristics.  Atahualpa  was  unmoved  in  the  midst 
of  every  danger:  and  Santa-Cruz  (of  Cacique  blood)  has,  in 
our  own  day,  signally  illustrated  the  same  high  feature  of  cha- 
racter in  the  Inca  family.  Finding  himself  for  a  moment  iso- 
lated on  the  field  of  battle,  and  on  the  point  of  being  pierced 
through  by  a  trooper,  he  called  out  in  a  commanding  voice-— 
**  Alza  esa  lanza  y  sigue  me  1"  —  raise  that  lance  and  follow 
rae!  ThuSy  his  presence  of  mind  saved  his  life;  for  the  mys- 
terious power  of  a  superior  mind  triumphed  over  the  hostile 
arm  of  the  infuriated  soldier  —  who,  now,  as  we  are  told,  oc- 
cupies a  place  in  the  body-guard  of  Santa-Cruz. 
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bang  raised ;  and  simiiltaneoiidy  tliey  nuked 
to  arms  as  the  bells  firoia  everjr  spiie  tdttng 
the  soleiDD  ^  Ihmada  a  fii^o^"  <ir  the  alano 
of  conflagratioo^  sumiooDed  them  to  the  de- 
fence of  their  bdaved  LiiDa,  which  'wwis  me- 
naced and  ultimatelj  attacked  hj  a  fimnid- 
able  sortie  from  the  castles  of  Callao.     The 
assailants  were  led  on  bj  Solar  the  goremor, 
and  cousin  to  the  spurious  president^  8ala- 
verry,  whose  illegitimate  cause^  now  on  the 
eve  of  being  lost  for  ever,  his  less  energetic 
relative  but  faintly  sustained.    It  is  worthy 
of  remark,   that    even  on   this  momentaas 
occasion,  the  spirit-stirring  6th  of  January 
1836,  the  patrician  youth  —  *Uos  hijos  de 
familia"  —  took  no  active  part.    Educated 
with  the  utmost  tenderness  of  indulgencef 
they  are  more  inclined  to  love  than  arms. 
In  short>  the  business  of  their  life  is  plea- 
sure. 

Until  the  last  memorable  rally  and  san- 
guinary struggle  at  Socabaya,  near  Arequipa* 
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under  that  Limeoian  lusus  natures^  General 
Fdipe  Santiago  Salaverry,  the  military  name 
of  the  Patriot  officers  of  Peru  had  been  rapid- 
ly sinking  into  utter  contempt.  By  far  the 
greata-  number  of  their  spirited  and  intelli* 
gent  country-women  decried  the  turncoat  fra- 
ternity, and  regretted  that  they  themselves 
were  not  born  to  carry  arms,  that  they  might 
redeem  the  fallen  honour  of  their  country. 
These  degenerate  officers  se.emed  to  take 
pleasure  in  calling  every  now  and  then  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  their  vile  '*  pro- 
nunciamientos/'  or  open  abjuration  of  honour- 
able allegiance  to  those  placed  in  just  au- 
thority over  them.  Such  vain  and  faithless 
vaunters^  whose  proudest  achievements  were 
but  to  forsake  their  duty,  bind  their  chiefs, 
and  desolate  their  native  land;  became  the 
objects  of  public  scorn,  and  were  despised 
even  by  the  softer  sex,  as  being  fitter  to  wield 
the  distaflf  than  the  sword. 

But  Salaverry,  a  man  of  vast  though  ill- 
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contested   battle    of   Socabaya,    also    called 
Altos    de    la    Luoa,    or    Heights     of  the 
Moon,  a  name  singularly  in  character  with 
tliat    high    and    lunatic    excitement    which 
hurried  to  his  doom  this  enthusiastic  child 
of  ambition.     He  escaped  from  the  field  of 
action  with  many  of  his  officers,    and    the 
remainder  of  his  wearied  troops ;   and,  when 
nearly  in   sight  of  their  shipping  at    Islay, 
they  were  taken  prisoners  by  our  country- 
man,   General  Miller,   under  circumstances 
which  demanded   on  the  part  of  this  very 
distinguished   officer    the    exercise   of    that 
active   vigilance,    coolness,  intrepidity,    and 
self-possession,   for   which   he   has   been    so 
remarkable  throughout  his  honourable  mili* 
tary  career. 

On  Thursday,  February  18,  1836,  General 
Salaverry,  and  eight  of  his  principal  officers, 
were  by  sentence  of  court-martial  condemn- 
ed to  death  ;  and^  accordingly,  were  publicly 
shot  in  the  great  square  of  Arequipa.     This 
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event,  though  lamented  by  a  few,  was  mat* 
ter  of  rejoicing  to  the  many,  who  now  looked 
forwards  to  the  re-organization  of  the  politi- 
cal state  of  Peru  under  the  protection  of  Ge- 
neral Santa  Cruz,  the  President  of  Bolivia. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 

On  Climate  and  Disease.—- Panama,  Guayaquil,  Peniy  and 

Chile. 

For  those  who  propose  to  cross  the  Isth- 
mus of  Panama,  or  visit  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific,  it  may  be  interesting  to  be  made  in 
some  degree  acquainted  with  the  influence 
of  particular  climates,  and  the  sort  of  illness 
which  thej  are  most  likely  to  experience  at 
the  principal  commercial  ports,  particularly 
to  the  south  of  the  line.  On  this  account 
the  author  now  offers  some  general  hints  on 
these  subjects,  having  it  in  view  to  publish 
as  a  separate  treatise  a  practical  account  of 
the  diseases  of  Peru,  described  as  they  occur 
at  different  altitudes,  in  the  diversified  cli- 
mate of  that  country. 
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The  seasons  at  Panama  are  divided  into 
wet  and  dry:  the  rainy  season  begins    to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  May,  and  continues 
till  November ;  and  from  November  to  June, 
or  the  latter  end  of  May,  is  the  dry  season. 
At  Panama,  agues,  fevers,  bilious  and  gastric 
complaints  are  common  in  the  wet  season ; 
but  the  yellow  fever,  or   "  Vomito  negro^^ 
very   rarely   has   been   known   to   pass  the 
mountain  barriers  which  separate  the  Atlan- 
tic from  the  Pacific.     At  Cruces  the  travel- 
ler may  enjoy  a  better  and  safer  climate, 
during    the    wet    and    unhealthy    months, 
(when    the    thermometer    never,    perhaps, 
falls  below  90%)  than  either  at  Panama  or 
Chagres. 

To  the  north  of  the  Isthmus,  along  the 
shores  of  Central  America  and  Mexico,  as 
far  at  least  as  the  northern  tropic,  the  cli- 
mate is  considered  "  malsano,"  or  exceed- 
ingly unhealthy  ;  a  fact  well  known  to  those 
who  trade  with  Realejo,  San  Bias,  and  Ma- 
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zatlan^  where  very  dangerous  remitteiit  fe- 
vers prevail. 

To  the  southward  of  the  Isthmus  on  the 
shores  of  Colombia,  in  about  ^°  south  lati- 
tude, we  find  the  port  and  city  of  Guayaquil, 
of  well-known  commercial  importance.  Here, 
the  climate  is  considered  unhealthy  during 
the  wet  season,  when  the  air  is  sultry  and 
oppressive  ;  but  in  the  dry  season  Guayaquil 
is  not  reckoned  particularly  sickly.    The  rain 
commences  in  light  showers  in  December,  is 
very  heavy  in  February,  and  dwindles  away 
in  April.     From   May  to  December  is  the 
dry  season. 

The  wet  season,  being  the  hottest,  would 
naturally  be  considered  as  summer ;  but 
here,  as  in  other  places  of  seasonal  or  peri- 
odical rains,  the  wet  season  is  called  *^  invi- 
erno,"  or  winter,  and  the  dry  season  '*  vera- 
no,"  or  summer;  yet  the  latter  is  cooler  than 
the  former,  and  allows  one  to  wear  warmer 
clothing  than  would  be  agreeable  in  the  rainy 
months. 
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In  the  rainy  season  the  thermometer  as** 
cends  to  90**  or  96*"  Fahrenheit ;  but,  during 
the  dry  season,  it  ranges  from  65^  to  85^  be- 
ing 65"*  at  night,  and  rarely  exceeding  80% 
though  it  sometimes  reaches  85""  during  the 
day.  The  rain  usually  falls  in  the  afternoon 
or  night,  seldom  in  the  forenoon^  when  the 
sun  is  often  so  powerful  as  nearly  to  dry  up 
the  pools  and  streets  before  the  evening  rain 
comes  on  again;  however,  there  are  days 
when  no  rain  falls.  The  houses  being  cover^ 
ed  with  tiles,  and  furnished  with  arcades, 
are  sufficiently  defended  against  sun  and 
rain.  The  plain  extending  between  moun-* 
tain  and  sea  is,  for  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
inland,  well  wooded,  and  intersected  here 
and  there  with  smaller  rivers  which  the 
natives  call  esteros  or  lakes,  in  allusion  pro- 
bably to  their  appearance  during  the  wet 
season,  when,  teeming  with  alligators,  they 
inundate  the  beautiful  meadows  round 
about ;   so  that  the  term    "  river''   is   only 
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applied,  by  way  of  distiocticn^  to  the  great 
navigable   river    of  the    city^  which    is    so 
influenced  by  the  tide,  at  least  in  the  dry 
season,   as  to  be  quite  briny  to  the  taste. 
Here  the  natives  bathe  all  the  year  round, 
—  a  practice,  we  believe,  which   conduces 
not  a  little  to  the  general  health  and  fair 
and    stately    form    of  the    Guayaquilenian 
ladies,  who  are  said  to  be  fonder  of  town^ 
and   the  ease  of  their  hammocks,   than  of 
country   air   and   exercise.     The  streets  of 
Guayaquil,   being  steeped   in    rain,  become 
contaminated  for   want   of  police ;    insects 
swarm   on  every   side,   and   vegetable    and 
animal  emanations  pollute  the  atmosphere: 
malaria   abounds ;    and   fevers,   dysenteries, 
and  various  gastric  disorders  attack  the  in- 
habitants,   and    especially    the     imprudent 
stranger,   who,   trusting   in    his  youth   and 
strength,   and   not   considering  that  differ- 
ence of  climate  demands  corresponding  dif- 
ference of  life,  perseveres  in  the  same  habits 
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under  every  parallel  of  latitude  through 
which  he  passes  from  one  temperate  zone 
to  the  other. 

In  warm  and  humid  situations,  such  as 
Guayaquil,  surrounded  by  rivers,  stagnant 
pools,  lagoons,  and  exuberant  vegetation, 
atmospherical  heat  may  operate  in  causing 
disease,  not  merely  by  promoting  the  pro- 
duction of  miasmata,  but  also  by  increasing 
the  irritability  of  the  organs  of  the  body, 
so  as  to  predispose  to  severe  attacks  of  ill- 
ness. The  affection  of  the  skin  commonly 
known  under  the  name  of  "  prickly  heat"  is 
very  likely  to  arise  from  profuse  perspiration 
while  in  Guayaquil ;  and  all  excess  in  the 
cuticular  secretion  should  be  avoided  by 
every  proper  means,  such  as  suitable  cloth- 
ing, temperate  living,  and  moderate  bodily 
exertion,  &c.  The  contrary  practice,  of  en- 
couraging sweat  by  heating  drinks,  has  a 
bad  tendency,  both  moral  and  physical :  — 
physically,  it  produces,  sooner  or  later,  gas- 

k5 
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trie  and  hepatic  diseases  ;  —  morally,  it  fur- 
nishes a  pretext  and  excuse  for  deep  pota- 
tions ;  —  and  the  end  of  all  is  a  broken  down 
constitution,  and  a  mind  impaired  in  its  no- 
blest powers.  In  another  point  of  view, 
without  supposing  that  the  fevers  which  on 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific  are  termed  putrid 
arise  from  the  want  of  a  due  quantity  of 
saline  ingredients  in  the  blood,  it  is  not 
improbable  that,  when  perspiration  is  ex- 
cessive and  too  long  continued,  it  may  in- 
deed carry  oflf  from  the  circulation  more 
of  these  saline  portions  than  can  be  quite 
compatible  with  a  state  of  perfect  health. 
We  have  sometimes  observed  horses,  when 
hard  pressed  on  a  hot  day  along  the  sandy 
plains  of  Peru,  lie  down  exhausted  and 
overcome  by  excessive  sweat  and  muscular 
exertion;  and,  on  being  unsaddled  and  al- 
lowed to  cool,  the  poor  animals  on  such 
occasions  would  appear  as  if  covered  with 
hoar-frost,  from  the  quantity  of  saline  matter 
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left  behind  from  the  fluids  perspired  and  eva- 
porated. 

Moderate  transpiration,  however,  is  a 
cooling  process,  and  a  necessary  one  to  the 
natural  condition  of  the  system,  when  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  is  much  increased, 
as  is  the  case  under  high  atmospherical  tem- 
perature, though  at  the  same  time  muscular 
vigour  usually  becomes  much  diminished 
under  such  circumstances.  The  functions  of 
the  stomach  often  grow  languid  as  the  re- 
laxation of  the  skin  has  been  great  and  long 
continued ;  but,  while  the  appetite  is  thus 
diminished,  the  flow  of  bile  is  apt  to  be  in- 
creased, and  the  bowels  often  become  irre- 
gular,— sometimes  too  lax  and  irritable,  at 
other  times  torpid  and  costive. 

In  one  we  may  observe  that,  when  the 
bowels  are  lax  from  an  overflow  of  bile,  the 
skin  is  dry,  and  that  for  months  together ; 
while  in  another,  exposed  to  the  same 
changes  of  climate,  the  skin  is  always  soft. 
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while  the    secretioo  from    the     kUliieys   is 
9C«iity>  and  the  intestines  appear    to   lack 
their  wonted  moisture,  and  become  sluggish, 
as  if  deprived  of  their  muscular    power  of 
healthy  action.     But  it  more  usually  occurs, 
on  being  transported  from  a  cold  to  a  warm 
and    humid   climate,    that  a   very     notable 
alteration  and  increase  is  observed  in   both 
secretions — ^the  biliary  and  cutaneous,   of  the 
liver  and  of  the   skin.     The   state    of  the 
bowels  therefore  requires  to  be  attended  to 
very  particularly  in  all  great  transitions  of 
climate  ;  because,  from  undue  accumulations 
in  the  intestinal  passages  during  warm  and 
sultry    weather,   irritation  and    fever    may 
ensue,  and  a  bilious  disorder  of  the  bowelsi 
if  neglected,  or  ill-treated,  will  too  readily 
decline  into  a  fatal  dysentery. 

Having  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  first 
volume  of  this  work  given  a  sufficiently 
minute  account  of  the  climate  of  the  Peru-* 
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vian  coast,  it  will  now  be  enough  fbr  us  to 
remark  that,  at  its  northern  extremitfi 
though  bordering  on  the  verdant  country  of 
the.  Equatorial  Republic,  the  air  of  the  coast 
of  Peru  is  less  humid  than  it  is  at  its  south- 
em  limit,  where  it  joins  the  desert  of  Atacama. 
The  peculiar  dryness  of  the  province  of 
Piura  is  not  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  this 
part  of  the  coast  the  Andes  retire  farther 
inland  than  in  many  others  ;  for,  from  Piura, 
we  have  only  to  pass  the  river  Turabez, 
when,  as  formerly  mentioned,  the  face  of 
nature  is  quite  changed,  and  the  plains  of 
Guayaquil,  though  at  their  lower  and  more 
maritime  parts  far  distant  from  the  inland 
piles  of  mountains,  are  nevertheless  deluged 
in  rain  during  the  wet  season ;  whereas 
Payta,  the  sea-port  of  Piura,  has  (as  we  have 
been  informed  by  a  native  of  those  parts,  our 
enlightened  and  public-spirited  friend,  Don 
Santiago  Tabara,)  not  unfrequently,  for  years 
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in  succession, — sometimes  as  many  as  ten  or 
twelve  years, — not  a  shower  to  give  life  to  a 
single  blade  of  grass. 

At  Truxillo,  again,  the  capital  of  a  Peru- 
vian province^  situated  on  the  cx>ast  in   Jat. 
8®  8'  south,  the  air  is  much  drier    than  ^ 
Lima  or  Callap  in  IST  2'  of  south  latitude : 
yet  Truxillo  is  in  the  vicinity  of  lofty  moun- 
tains which  run  parallel  to  the  coast ;  and 
Huanchaco,  its  sea-port,  is  situated   at  the 
foot  of  the  lofty  Bell  Mountains.     But,  to 
enumerate  no  more  particulars,  we  think  it 
will  be  found  true  as  a  general  proposition 
that,  from  the  desert   of  Atacama   to  the 
landing-place  of  Pizarro  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tumbez, — ^from  the  southern  tropic  to  close 
upon  the  line, — there  is  a  progressive  dimi" 
nution  of  atmospherical  humidity. 

The  difference  thus  marked  in  the  state  of 
the  air  appears  to  influence  very  materially 
the  character  of  several  diseases,  as  inter- 
mittent fevers   or   tercianas,  which  on   the 
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northern  coast  of  Peru,  or  what  is  called 
costa  de  abajo,  and  more  particularlj  in  the 
eminently  dry  province  of  Piura,  are  of 
milder  type  than  along  the  shores  of  the 
southern  and  maritime  departments  of  Peru, 
known  under  the  name  of  los  intermedios. 

The  Indian  population  of  Piura  are  a 
hardy  and  healthy  race  of  people,  naturally 
inclined  to  corpulency  ;  and,  indeed,  the  In- 
dians of  Peru  in  general  are  constitutionally 
disposed  to  a  sleek  rotundity  of  form,  which 
it  would  only  require  ease  and  good  generous 
diet  to  call  into  full  developement,  so  as  to 
render  the  bulk  of  this  race  as  fat  as  Ca- 
ciques.  Most  of  the  chronic  diseases  of  the 
Piuranos  are  said  to  result  from  leaving  all 
to  nature  in  the  earlier  stages  of  their  com- 
plaints ;  and,  among  these  northern  provinci- 
alists,  phthisis,  dysentery,  tercianas  or  agues, 
and  typhus  mitior^*  are  endemic.    The  same 

*  It  has  been  remarked,  by  those  who  have  happened  to 
be  in  Payta  during  rain,  that  the  soil  on  these  occasions  emits 
a  suffocating  and  oppressive  smell.    This  is  probably  owing 
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sort   of   complaints,     varying     however      in 
the   intensity  of  attendant   symptoms,     are 
met  with  all  along  the  maritime  valleys    of 
the  coast  ;  and  in  the  list  of  prevalent   dis- 
eases  at   Lima  and   elsewhere,  visceral  ob- 
structions,   intestinal  haemorrhage,  disorders 
of  the  heart,  and  asthma,  deserve  particular 
notice.     There  are  also  a   variety  of  cuta- 
neous eruptions  and  nervous  diseases  of  ire* 
quent  occurrence,  upon  the  nature  and  cure 

of  which  it  is  not  at  present  our  purpose  to 
enlarge. 

In  consumption,  which,  in  all  its  various 
forms,  is  a  common  disease  on  the  coast  of 
Peru,  a  portion  of  the  lungs  becoming  by  de- 
grees ulcerated  and  destroyed,  there  is  con- 
sequently an  interruption  to  the  proper  dis- 

to  the  quantity  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter  which,  daring 
a  long  continuance  of  dry  weather,  accumulates  and  is  left 
to  dry  in  the  sun ;  and  is  partially  dissolved  by  the  rain,  and 
absorbed  by  the  circumambient  air.  It  would  be  worth 
ascertaining  by  accurate  observation  whether  the  typhus  of 
Piura  ever  becomes  aggravated  in  type  in  rainy  seasons.  We 
never  heard  of  its  being  contagious. 
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charge  of  the  pulmonary  fiinctions,  accom- 
panied with  nocturnal  increase  of  fever  and 
excessive  perspiration.  But,  even  in  this  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  disease,  changing  the  air 
of  the  coast  for  that  of  the  mountains  or 
temperate  valleys  of  the  Sierra,  is  found  to 
produce  great  relief  and  prolongation  of 
life. 

Spitting  of  blood  from  the  lungs  seems  in 
most  instances  to  depend  on  the  presence  of 
tubercular  phthisis,  or  on  an  inherent  con- 
stitutional tendency  to  this  disease ;  and  any 
accidental  excitement,  as  that  from  cold  or 
undue  exposure  to  atmospherical  vicissitudes, 
may  hurry  on  cases  of  pulmonary  haemorrhage 
to  a  fatal  termination.  Suckling,  in  particular, 
is  known  to  be  apt  to  occasion  spitting  of 
blood,  which,  if  not  cured  in  time,  usually 
ends  in  those  symptoms  which  characterise 
consumption  of  the  lungs. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that,  in  the  warm 
climates  of  the  coast,  cold  is  the  exciting 
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cause  of  most  of  the  diseases  virhich  present 
themselves^  such  as  catarrh,  phthisis^  bowel 
complaints,  rheumatism,  and  even  the  in- 
termittent and  remittent  fevers  ;  for  we 
believe  that  the  baneful  influence  of  malaria 
would  not  be  nearly  so  often  experienced^ 
were  its  operation  in  the  developement  of 
fever  not  aided  by  some  check  to  the  per- 
spiration, or  what  the  natives  call  resfrio. 

It  is  a  subject  of  remark  on  the  sugar 
estates   of  Canete,  and   other   parts    of  the 
coast,  that  the  slave  population,  though  they 
work  in  the  humid  cane-fields,  are  yet  by  no 
means  so  liable  to  ague  as  either  the  white 
man  or  Indian.     One  reason  for  this  differ- 
ence appears  to  be  that  the  sebaceous  glands 
of  the  dark  races,  and  especially  the  negrOy 
keep  their  skin  smooth  and  soft  with  a  sup* 
ply  of  unctuous  or  oily  matter,   of  rather 
offensive  odour,  but  admirably  fitted  to  guard 
against  the    evil    effects    of   atmospherical 
vicissitudes. 
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As  black  surfaces  radiate  heat  better  than 
those  of  lighter  tints,  it  might  be  expected 
that  the  body  of  the  negro  would  be  exces- 
sively chilled  when  exposed  to  the  night  air : 

but  the  negroes  of  the  coast  of  Peru  often 

« 

sleep  in  the  open  air,  without  interrupting 
the  healthy  action  of  the  dermal  system. 
This  is  a  fact  which  we  are  disposed  to  refer 
to  the  preservative  effect  of  the  unctuous 
exudation,  because  all  oily  matters  being 
bad  conductors  prevent  the  excessive  radi- 
ation of  internal,  «nd  the  too  rapid  commu- 
nication of  external  heat ;  and  therefore,  by 
this  natural  inunction  of  the  negro  and 
zambo  skin,  nature  provides  a  remedy  against 
the  extremes  of  cold  or  heat  under  ordinary 
circumstances. 

We  thus  learn  that  flannels  or  woollens, 
being  bad  conductors,  are,  when  worn  next 
the  skin,  very  valuable  as  preservatives  of 
an  equal  circulation,  and  therefore  of  general 
health,    particularly  for    the    European    of 


Sie  CLIBCATE   AND   DISEASE. 

finer  and  unanointed  skin  when  subjected  to 
the  influence  of  tropical  climates. 

During  the  hot  months  of  January  and 
February,  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  whole  system  is  increased^  and 
particularly  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
alimentary  passages ;  and  cholera  morbus 
thus  becomes  an  exceedingly  common  dis- 
ea^e^  for  which  the  standard  remedy  is  ice, 
or  iced  water. 

The  privilege  of  selling  ice  in  the  capital 
of  Peru  belongs  to  the  government,  who 
usually  let  it  out  for  a  term  of  years  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  empresario,  or  lessee, 
conveys  tlie  ice  on  mules  from  the-  nearest 
snow-clad  mountains  at  the  back  of  Lima ; 
and  is  bound  to  have  always  on  hand  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  for  the  supply  of  the  capital, 
and  be  ready  to  deliver  it  at  all  hours  of  the 
day  and  night.  In  form  of  frescos,  or  cool- 
ing drinks,  every  one  uses  ice  in  warm  sum- 
mer weather ;  and  it  is  considered  not  mere- 
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ly  a  luxury  or  a  remedy^  but  a  necesejary  of 
life,  indispensable  for  the  due  preservation  of 
the  public  health. 

The  facility  of  procuring  ice  renders  cho*- 
lera  morbus  a  disease  of  easy  cure,  according 
to  the  popular  practice  of  the  natives.  In 
the  first  stage  of  this  malady  they  administer 
diluents,  such  as  warm  water,  linsieed  or 
mallow  water,  with  or  without  a  little  sea- 
soning of  cream  of  tartar  or  tamarinds  ;  and 
these  simple  drinks  they  continue  to  give 
until  they  consider  that  the  patient  has  vo- 
mited and  voided  enough,  that  is,  until  all 
undigested  matters  be  thrown  off,  and  the 
bowels  well  unloaded;  and  then  they  ad- 
minister iced  water,  which  produces  a  power- 
fully sedative  effect. 

The  death-like  coldness  of  the  patient 
deters  neither  the  vulgar  nor  the  regular 
practitioner  (who  sometimes  conjoins  opiates 
and  iced  drinks)  from  giving  this  remedy 
with   confidence;    and    the   general  conse- 
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quence  of  the  seasonable  use  of  ice  and  iced 
water  in  this  fearful  disorder  is,  that  the 
stage  of  external  coldness  is  shortened  by 
the  early  removal  of  internal  heat ;  and  thus 
the  exhausting  career  of  the  disease  is  quick- 
ly arrested. 

Under  this  vulgar  but  satisfactory  and 
long-established  treatment  of  cholera  morbus 
in  Lima^  where  the  disease  is  endemic, 
though  more  prevalent  in  the  hot  months, 
vomiting,  hiccup,  and  cramps  disappear; 
reaction  is  so  mild  and  favourable  as  never  to 
require  the  lancet:  yet  recovery  is  almost 
always  certain,  though  cases  appear  from 
time  to  time  so  intense  as  to  assume  the 

aspect  of  what  is  called  Asiatic  cholera, 
during  which,  as  a  native  physician  ex- 
presses it,  the  patient  is  a  horrid  image  of 
death. 

At  lea  and  various  other  points  to  the 
southward,   where   vineyards   abound,  it  is 
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observed  in  vintage-tirae  that  to  eat  freely 
of  the  grape  on  an  empty  stomachy  or  with- 
out eating  bread  with  the  fruit,  is  one  of  the 
most  frequent  causes  of  dysentery,  which 
disease  is  more  appalling  and  fatal  on  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  than  the  cholera  morbus 
to  which  we  have  just  alluded.  It  is,  how- 
ever, gratifying  to  know  that,  in  the  form  of 
dysentery  which  commonly  prevails,  the 
calomel  and  opium  plan  of  treatment,  when 
discreetly  conducted,,  is  assuredly  the  safest 
and  best  yet  adopted,  whether  in  Lima  or 
in  the  interior  of  the  country. 

Moquegua,  which  lies  a  considerable  way 
inwards  towards  the  mountains  behind  the 
sea- port  of  Ilo,  is  not  less  famous  for  its 
wine  and  its  grapes,  than  for  its  dysenteries 
and  violent  agues  ;  but  Tacna,  on  the  other 
hand,  about  seven  leagues  inward  from  the 
port  of  Arica,  is  so  healthy  as  to  be  a  place 
of  resort  to  the  people  of  the  port  during  the 
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terciana^  or  aguish  season,  which»  over  all 
the  coast»  is  about  the  vernal  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  autumnal  equinox. 

The  salubrity  of  climate  for  which  Tacna 
is  distinguished   is  considered  to  be  partly 
owing  to  its  vicinity  to  the  cold  of  the  moun- 
tains,  (for  the  snowy  pass  of  the  Cordillera, 
which  leads  to  upper  Peru,  is  within   four 
hours'  ride  of  this  town,)  and  still  more  to  a 
fine  dry  plain  between  it  and  the  sea,  which 
only  wants  water  to  become  rich  in  agri- 
cultural produce.*     But  in  its  present  state 
it  is  free  from  that  malaria  which  the  humi- 
dity attendant  on  irrigation  would  not  fail 
to  engender  here  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of 
the   coast.     In    its  environs    cotton    grows 
spontaneously ;  and  the  native  women  collect 

*  The  valley  of  Nasca,  though  situate  in  the  miclst  of  an 
extensive  desert,  is  rendered  very  productive  in  vines,  &c.  by 
means  of  subterraneous  aqueducts  constructed  by  the  abori- 
gines. Thus,  the  ancient  Peruvians  had  feitilized  the  most 
arid  plains,  and  left  monuments  of  agricultural  industry  on 
the  coast  not  less  remarkable  than  their  terraced  gardens  in  the 
Sierra. 
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it,  and  make  thread  from  it  by  means  of  the 
spindle^  just  as  we  have  often  seen  done  in. 
some  of  the  warmer  inland  valleys,  where  the 
cotton  is  indigenous.  It  is  a  fact,  not  perhaps 
undeserving  of  notice,  that  a  bud  cut  off  a 
cotton-tree  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arica  or 
Tacna  was  hung  up  in  the  cabin  of  an  English 
merchant-ship,  preserved  its  vitality  in  the  na- 
vigation round  Cape  Horn,  and  opened  when 
about  half-way  between  Peru  and  England. 

The  whole  coast  of  upper  Peru  —  now 
called  Bolivia — is  arid  and  desert ;  so  much 
so,  that  the  celebrated  president  Santa  Cruz — 
who,  much  to  the  prejudice  of  Arica,*  made 
Cobija  a  free  port  for  the  introduction  of 
merchandise, — found  that  he  could  not,  by 
sinking  pits  in  the  deep  sands  of  Cobija, 
come  at  a  supply  of  good  water.f    For  want 

*  This  was  once  the  port  where  the  silver  from  the  mines  of 
Potosi  used  to  be  embarked  in  Spanish  treasure-ships. 

•  t  At  what  is  eonsidered  the  watering-place  of  Cobija,  so 
sparingly  does  the  fresh  water  percolate  from  the  rock,  that  we 
are  informed  by  an  intelligent  navigator,  well  acquainted  with . 
these  coasts,  that  it  takes  a  whole  night  to  fill  a  small  cask 

VOL.    II.  L 
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of  water  and  lucern,  mules  from  the  interior 
of  Bolivia  often  die  at  the  sea-port  of  Cobija ; 
for  there  is  no   v^etation  within    a   great 
distance  from  this  place.     The  little  water 
that  is  obtained  at  Cobija  is  brackiafa,  like 
that  in  the  pozo  or  well  of  the  great  castle  at 
CallaOi*  which  has  invariably  been  observed 
to  give  disorder  of  the  bowels  to  the  soldi^^ 
who^  during  the  sieges  which  that  fortress 
has  sustained^  were  obliged  to  drink  of  it 
The  same  has  been  observed  at  Cobija,  and 
therefore  there  are  boats  kept  there  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  water  to  it  from  Pa- 
quisa  and  other  distant  parts,  which  makes 
it  an  expensive  necessary  of  life. 

On  several  parts  of  the  coast  of  Peru, 
water,  even  for  domestic  uses,  is  very  scarce ; 
and  in  the  dry  season  wells  are  often  dug  in 

placed  under  the  precious  drop,  by  the  fovour  of  which  grow 
two  palm-trees,  the  only  vegetable  productions  to  be  seen  on 
the  coast  of  Bolivia. 

•  This  fortress  was  lately  dismantled  by  order  of  General 
Orbegoso's  government. 
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the  beds  of  dried-up  riversi  or  in  other  places 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  irrigated  lands.     At 

Port  Bermejo  and  Casma^  between  nine  and 

ten  degrees  of  south  latitude,  we  are  told  by 

the  Spanish  coasting  pilots  that>  dig  where 

« 
you  will,  at  ten  or  twelve  paces  from  the 

sea,  you  are  sure  of  finding  water  at  the 

depth  of  half  a  fathom   that  is  not  very 

brackish.      Wells    or    pits,    however,    thus 

opened  in  different  parts  of  the  coast,  are 

often  found  to  dry  up  as  they  do  in  Lima 

(where  they  are  common  enough)  during  the 

dry  season,  which  is  the  time  when  they  are 

most  required. 

In  northern  Peru  the  practice  of  digging 

pits  for  water  in  the  beds  of  rivers  is  very 

common ;  and  such  is  the  scarcity  of  fresh 
water  at  the  sea-port  of  Payta,  that  it  is 

carried  to  the  city  on  mules^  from  the  dis-* 
tance  of  several  leagues.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, at  the  sea-port  of  Arica,  in  southern 
Peru,  good  water  is  found  wherever  a  pit  is 

L    2 
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dug  for  it ;  and  within  two  leagues  of  this 
port  is  the  fine  vale  of  Asapa,  abounding  in 
vines,  olives,  lucern,  com,  &c.  and    afford- 
ing a  more  convenient  and  copious    supply 
of  fresh  provisions  for  shipping  than   either 
Payta  or  Cobija.     These  facts  are  of  value 
not  only  in  an  economical  but  medical  point 
of  view ;  since  on  the  quality  of  the  urater, 
as  well  as  of  the  condition    of  the  atmo- 
sphere,  in  any    particular    situation,    must 
greatly  depend  the  health  of  its  inhabitants. 
Thus,  in  Arequipa,  of  which  Quilca  was  the 
old,  and  Islay  the  present  sea-port,  the  river- 
water  is  said  to  contain  some  salts  in  solu- 
tion, which  render  it  unwholesome  until  it  is 
boiled ;  and  this  is  known  to  be  one  of  the 
causes  of  dysentery,   which  is  a  prevalent 
disease  in  that  city. 

The  peasantry,  who  travel  with  asses  be- 
tween Bolivia  and  Chile  across  the  deserts  of 
Atacama,  pitch  their  tents  by  day,  to  avoid 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  sun  reflected  from 
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the  burning  sand,  and  proceed  on  their 
journey  by  night ;  carrying  with  them  aU 
the  water  and  provisions  necessary  for  the 
journey.  And  it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
soldiers,  sent  by  order  of  General  Salaverry 
to  invade  Cobija,  had  to  march  from  the 
landing-place  at  Iquique  over  desert  sands 
like  these,  when  under  their  gallant  leader 
Quirroga  they  took  by  surprise  the  port  of 
Bolivia.  These  coast  marches  usually  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  Indian  infantry,  and  these 
hardy  natives  of  the  mountains  generally 
prefer  performing  them  between  sun-down 
and  sun-rise ;  for  not  being  constituted,  like 
the  sable  races,  to  live  in  very  warm  cli- 
mates, they  are  more  liable  to  fever  when 
posting  over  sandy  plains  during  the  noon- 
tide heat ;  and,  if  they  do  but  meet  with 
musk  or  water-melons  on  their  way,  they 
devour  them  so  greedily  that  they  are  sure 
to  fall  victims  to  sundry  disorders — as  in- 
termittents,  remittents,  dysentery,  &c. 
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In  Chile,  Nature  puts  on  a  different  ap- 
pearance from  what  she  wears  in  Peru  and 
Bolivia;  there,  however,  as  in  these  coun- 
tries, the  year  is  divided  into  wet  and  dry — 
the  winter  and  summer.    But   in  Chile   it 
rains,   as  in   Colombia   and  the  Equatorial 
Republic,  at  the  same  season  on  the  moun- 
tains and  coast ;  in  which  respect  it  differs 
altogether  from  Peru  and  Bolivia.     In  the 
southern  extremity  of  this  republic,  at  about 
40^  of  south  latitude,  the  rains  are  heavier^ 
and  of  longer  continuance,  than  in  the  north- 
ernmost part,  where  it  joins  the  great  desert 
of  Atacama.     On   the  coast  of  Chile  very 
severe  gales  are  experienced,  when  the  coast 
of  Peru  is  only  refreshed  by  light  and  gentle 
breezes. 

During  summer,  the  sun  at  noon  is  felt 
very  powerfully  at  the  capital  of  Chile,  and 
it  is  requisite  to  guard  against  the  risks  of 
insolation  ;  just  as  happens  in  Lima  in  the 
month .  of   May,  when    the    mornings   and 
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evenings  are  cool  and  cloudy,  but  the  mid- 
day so  excessively  hot  that  it  has  become 
proverbiali  and  children  and  others  are  at 
this  season  warned  by  the  older  and  more 
wary  Liraenians  to  keep  out  of  the  sun  in 
these  words,  '^  Quitese  de  este  sol  que  madu- 
ra  duraznos!" — Get  out  of  this  sun,  hot 
enough  to  ripen  peaches  !  an  expression  pro- 
bably used  in  reference  to  the  mode  of 
ripening  fruit  of  various  sorts  in  Lima,  by 
having  it  stoved.  We  understand  that  this 
is  done  chiefly  to  prevent  the  birds  from 
eating  the  fruit,  which  they  would  not  fail 
to  do  if  it  were  left  to  ripen  naturally  on 
the  tree.  The  cheremoya  is  the  fruit  most 
commonly  stoved. 

In  July  and  Angust  the  snow  sometimes 
falls  around  Santiago,  when  the  native  of 
Lima  who  visits  this  Chilean  capital  is  pe- 
culiarly struck  with  the  novel  appearance  of 
the  orange-trees  in  the  *^  patios''  or  court- 
yards   of   the   houses,   bending   under    the 
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-double  weight  of  frait  land  oongealed  snow  ; 
the  greea  leaves  forimng  a  reiparkaUe  con- 
trast with  the  sparUiog  crystals,  like    the 
jewel  garden  of  the  Incas.*   It  rarely  snows  in 
the  valleys ;  but  in  the  winter  of  1834^  as  we 
were  told,  a  postman  and  his  horse  perished 
in  the  snow  on  the  road  between  Santii^ 
and  its  sea-port  Valparaiso,!  where  in   the 
months  of  June,  July,  August,  and  Septem-* 
her,  it  rains  a  great  deal.     But  during  the 
dry  season,  though  sometimes  foggy  in  the 
morning,  the  sky  upon  the  whole  is  clear, 
and  the  climate  healthy  and  agreeable. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  climate  and 
prepress  of  vegetation  on  the  coast  of  the 

*  The  Incas  had  a  garden  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cuzco, 
where  all  the  trees  were  of  gold  and  silver,  and  the  fruits  and 
leaves  of  precious  stones. 

f  Valparaiso  is  sometimes  called  the  Vale  of  Paradise;  yet 
there  is  anything  but  a  look  of  Paradise  in  Valparaiso  and  its 
immediate  environs.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Elysian  vale  of 
Quillota,  a  few  leagues  distant,  is  the  Paradise  alluded  to  in 
this  appellation,  which  is  a  corruption  of  Va-al-Paraiso,  t.  e. 
This  is  the  road  to  Paradise — ^namely,  Quillota. 
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middle  provinces  of  Oiile^  it  is  stated^  6a 
good  authotitjr,  that  ^  the  rainy  season,  && 
already  mentioned,  begins  in  May,  and  con- 
tinues to  October ;  the  heaviest  rains  are  in 
June  and  July.  After  a  few  days  of  rain, 
there  is  an  interval  of  fine  weather  for  at 
least  one  or  two  weeks ;  and  the  quantity 
that  falls  during  the  season  is  small,  vary- 
ing from  twelve  to  sixteen  inches.  In  sum^ 
mer  the  atmosphere  is  excessively  arid,  and 
there  is  little  or  no  dew.  The  temperature 
at  noon,  in  the  middle  of  the  rainy  season,  is 
generally  about  60"" ;  at  night,  seldom  under 
40%  though  there  is  occasionally  a  little  frost. 
In  summer  the  thermometer  at  noon  stands 
between  70""  and  75"^ ;  but,  during  the  night, 
in  clear  weather,  it  frequently  fidls  more 
than  20'. 

'^  During  the  latter  part  of  summer,  vege- 
tation is  almost  dormant,  and  scarcely  a  plant 
of  any  kind  is  to  be  seen  in  flower ;  but,  in 
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a  very  few  weeks  after  the  first  rains^  every 
part  of  the  country  is  clothed  with  ver: 
dure. 

*'  In  the  south  of  Chile  the  beavy  rains 
render  the  road  almost  impassable ;  and,  as 
vegetation  does  not  advance  so  rapadly  there 
as  in  the  north,  he"  (the  naturalist)  ^*  can 
botanise  in  October,  November,  December, 
and  January."* 

The  following  observations  on  atinospben- 
cal  vicissitudes  and  miasmatous  matter,  with 
the  rationale  of  their  effects  in  the  produc- 
tion  of  disease    among  the  inhabitants   of 
Santiago  of  Chile,  we  have  pleasure  in  Jbeing 
able  to  offer  in  the  form  of  a  translation  from 
an  essay  in  Spanish,f  published  in  the  year 
1828,  by  Doctor  William  C.  Blest;   upon 
whom,  though  an  Englishman,  the.  Govern^ 


*  See  Letter  from  Alexander  Cruckshauks,  Esq.  to  Professor 
Hooker,  inserted  in  Part  iv. — v.  of  the  Botanical  Miscellany 
for  March  1831. 

t  Ensayo  sobre  las  causas  de  las  Enfermedades  que  se  pade* 
cen  en  Santiago  de  Chile.   'Por  el  Doctor  Guillermo  C.  Blest. 
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ment  of  Chile  conferred  the  highest  profes- 
sional honours,  by  nominating  him  to  the 
protomedical  chair^  which  he  fills  with  cre- 
dit in  that  republic. 

.  Dr.  Blest,  in  endeavouring  to  rouse  the 
attention  of  those  functionaries  who  preside 
over  the  destinies  of  the  republic,  to  the 
neglected  state  of  its  municipal  police,  says 
of  Santiago  that  "  The  streets,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  have  either  very  bad  pavement, 
or  none  at  all.  The  canals  or  water-courses, 
(las  acequias,)  which,  without  doubt,  were 

originally  intended  to  refresh  and  purify  the 
city,  are  at  present  receptacles  of  every  sort 
of  nuisance  ;  and,  not  having  free  exit,  they 
terminate  in  stagnant  pools  around  the  city, 
which  are  so  many  laboratories  of  putrefac- 
tion. The  cross  streets  are  left  in  so  shame- 
ful a  state  of  neglect,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
pass  along  their  narrow  foot-paths  without 
being  shocked  at  ievery  step. 

"  The  suburbs,  where  the  poorer  and  more 
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auneroas  dass  of  the  caramtiBitj  reside,  are  so 
iull  of  dirt  and  mud,  that  evea  on  homeback 
it  is  difficult  to  pass  througb  them.      In  al- 
most every  street  there  are  small  and  con- 
fined apartments,  without  air  or  light,   ex- 
cept that   which  enters  at  the  door,   and 
these  are  occupied  by  whole  families  of  arti- 
sans ;  so  that  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see 
seven  or  eight  persons  crowded  together  in 
one  wretched  abode,  where  dogs  and  cats 
add  to  the  nuisance,  and  still. further  crowd 
the  family  group. 

'*  Such  is  a  true  picture  of  the  police  of 
Santiago ;  and,  to  convince  the  curious  rea- 
der of  its  accuracy,  we  need  only  refer  to 
the  aqueducts  which  pass  through  the  streets 
and  houses, — ^to  the  heaps  of  putrid  matter 
in  the  cross  streets, — to  the  deep  deposits 
gf  mire  and  marshes,  —  and  to  the  crowded 
and  unventilated  dwellings  of  the  poor  and 
labouring  classes. . 
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<'  It  is  too  weU  i^nd  generally  knowii  that 
et  all  seasons^  and  for  days  together  in  every 
week,  the  aqueducts  wbkh  pass  through  the 
houses  are  so  completely  blocked  up  with  the 
quantity  of  vegetaUe  matter  and  dead  ani- 
mals collected  in  them,  that  they  cannot 
transmit  even  the  smallest  stream  of  water. 
The  subordinate  or  cross  streets^  and  many 
of  the  principal  ones,  are  not  less  filthy ; 
and  any  stranger  who  visits  Santiago  will  be 
inclined  to  believe  that,  of  all  the  towns  of 
South  America,  it  is  the  dirtiest.* 

^*  Sad  experience,  and  especially  in  recent 
times,  has  taught^  that  during  the  decompo- 
sition of  organized  matter,  whether  animal 
or  vegetable,  under  the  action  of  heat  and 
moisture,  certain  exhalations  take  place, 
which  possess  properties  in  the  highest  de- 
gree injurious  to  the  health  of  man.     This 

•  This  being  written  in  1828,  it  is  but  feir  to  suppose  that, 
as  the  general  police  of  Chile  has  been  vastly  improved  since 
that  time,  the  evils  here  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Blest  may  have  been 
removed. 


8S0  CLIMATE  AND   DISEASE. 

is  a  truth  which  is  attested  hy  a  multitude 
of  medical  authors.     It  is  the  good  fortune 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Santiago^  that  the  at- 
iDOsphere  in  which  they  breathe    does   not 
60  readily  absorb,   or  act  upon    substances 
undergoing  the  process  of  putrefaction^  as  to 
engender   those  dreadful   epidemics,    which 
have  carried  off  millions  of  lives^    and  are 
still  reaping  their  harvest  of  mortalitjr  in 
various    parts    of    Spain^    North    America^ 
India,   Mexico,  Panama,  Vera  Cruz,*    and 
many  other  regions   of  the   Old   and  New 
World. 

"  Were  they  not  thus  favoured   by   the 

*  According  to  Humboldt,  the  farm  of  Enciero,  near  Vera 
Cruz,  3,043  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  is  the  superior  limit 
of  the  vomito  or  yellow  fever  ;  and  strangers  who  come  by  sea, 
aDd  therefore  pass  through  a  gradual  change  of  atmospherical 
temperature,  are  observed  to  be  less  liable  to  contract  the  yel- 
low   fever    than    the  whites   and  mestizoes  who    inhabit  the 
table-land  of  Mexico,  (of  which    the    mean    temperature  is 
about  60°  or  62°  of  Fahrenheit,)  when  they  descend  during 
the  wet  season  to  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz.    The  rains  begin  in 
May  and  end  in  October,  when  the  *'  nortes'^  or  north  winds 
set  in  ;  and  during  the   prevalence  of  these  winds  the  yellow 
fever  or  vomito  disappears. --Translator's  Note. 
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natural  salubrity  of  their  atmosphere^  the 
church^bells  of  the  Chilean  capital .  would 
be  daily  heard  to  toll  the  mourn&l  knell 
of  deaths  and  every  home  would  present 
the  tearful  scene  of  grief  and  lamentation. 

**  But  although  in  Santiago  the  action  of 
the  atmospheric  air  on  substances  in  a  state 
of  putrefaction  is  not  so  active  as  to  produce 
such  epidemics  as  those  alluded  to,  yet  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  it  is  capable  of  acquir- 
ing such  properties  as  make  it  exercise  a 
most  baneful  influence  on  the  public  health : 
inducing  attacks  of  dysentery^  typhus  and 
other  fevers,  which,  from  time  to  time,  ap- 
pear epidemically.  In  truth,  to  some  gene- 
ral cause  of  this  nature  we  must  attribute 
those  violent  and  fatal  dysenteries  which 
were  so  very  prevalent  in  the  year  1826, 
and  which  recurred  in  the  months  of  March 
and  April  of  the  present  year  (1828).  To  a 
similar  cause  must  be  referred  that  vexati- 
ous sort  of  puerperal  fever  which  in  the  year 
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18S7  attocked  siidi  a  mnnber  of  womea ; 
and  abo  those  caaes  of  Ig^hw  or  chaimka^gQ 
wUch  ahoond,  wiih  few  €KOf{itioiis,  everj 


^  Reasomng   oa  the    generally   leceiiFed 
priodple  that    air  at  a  h^h  temperature 
occasions    a  greater    dq^ree   of  exhalatkm 
from  bodies  than  cool  aur  does»  wad  fiem 
what  we  know    the    inflaence    of  summer 
heat  to  be  in  other  countries^  we  should 
suppose  that  diseases    caused   by  miasma- 
tous  matter  should  be  here  more  common 
in  summer  than  in   winter ;  but  our  ac- 
quaintance with  this  climate  induces  us  to 
think  differently  on  this  subject. 

^'  Here»  in  summer,  the  air.  of  the  -atmo- 
sphere is  uniformly  clear  and  cloudless; 
and  the  emanations  from  the  earth^s  sur- 
tace^  meeting  neither  clouds  nor  mists  to 
impede  their  ascent,  mingle  with  the  other 
atmospherical  ingredients,  and  diffuse  them- 
selves freely  through  the  regions  of  space. 


The  opposite  of  this  takes  plaoe  in  "winter^ 
The  heat  of  the  sun  is  always  very  con* 
siderable,  or  at  least  salient  to  disen^ge 
from  heaps  of  nastiness  and  rubbish  tive 
noxious  vapours  which  putrefaction  has  ge- 
nerated in  them.  At  sunset  these  vapours 
come  in  contact  with  the  clouds  that  ga- 
ther around  us,  and  soon  meet  the  cold 
air  of  the  approaching  night;  the  con- 
sequence of  which  is^  that  they  are  pre- 
cipitated into  the  lower  strata  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, and  wafted  on  the  nocturnal  breeze 
into  the  interior  of  our  habitations.  Thus  a 
satisfactory  and  rational  explanation  is  given, 
why  there  should  be  more  sickness  in  winter 
than  in  summer;  and  by  associating  this 
view  of  the  matter  with  the  bad  ventilation 
in  the  houses  of  the  poor,  who  from  their 
inability  to  provide  themselves  with  fuel  *  and 

*  The  translator  understands  that  chimneys  and  stoves  have 
of  late  years  become  common  in  the  houses  of  the  higher 
classes  in  Chile;  such^  however,  as  still  want  these  conve- 
niencies  make  use  of  the  old-fashioned  brasiers^  or  pans  of 
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warm  clothing,  are  compelled  to  exclude  the 
free  admission  of  air,  we  may  perceive  the 
reason  why  at  this  season  the  poor  are  more 
obnoxious  to  disease  than  those  whose  pecu- 
niary circumstances  enable  them  to  protect 
their  homes  from  the  severities  of  winter 
by  better  means  than  the  utter  exclusion 
of  the  air. 

*'  The  generality  of  persons,  overlooking 
the  course  of  atmospherical  changes,  imagine 
that  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  sporadic  fever  observable  in  summer  is 
owing  to  the  abundant  consumption  of  the 
firuits  of  this  season.      We  will  not    deof 
that  the  use  of  fruit  may  improve  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  health  of  those  persons 

liYe  charcoal.  Over  these  thoagh  people  may  toast  their  legs 
if  they  please,  still  their  backs  and  shoulders  are  suffering  frota 
cold,  as  the  heat  of  the  brasero  or  brasier  is  not  sufficient  to 
support  a  proper  degree  of  general  temperature  in  the  air  of 
the  apartment  in  which  it  is  placed.  These  pans  are  very 
properly  denounced  by  Dr.  Blest  as  most  unfits  and  even 
dangerous^  in  the  close^  and  ill-ventilated  dwellings  of  the 
poor. 


CHILE.  235 

w'ho  in  winter  and  spring  have  been  nou- 
rished with  strong  and  stimulating  aliment, 
such  as  is  calculated  to  disorder  the  diges- 
tive functions;  but  we  are  far  from  think- 
ing that  to  the  use  of  fruits  alone  are  to  be 
assigned  all  the  good  effects  which  the  vulr 
gar  fancy  they  derive  from  them.    We  know 
that  in  other  countries  not  less  bounteously 
supplied  with  fruit  than  Chile,  though  not 
favoured  with  so  benign  a  climate,  epidemic 
diseases   prevail  more  in   summer  than  in 
winter.     For  these,  and  many  other  reasons 
which  it  would  be  superfluous  to  detail,  we 
consider  ourselves  authorized  to  dissent  from 
public  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  to  assign 
the  diminution  in  the  diseases  of  the  charac- 
ter alluded  to,  during  the  summer  months, 
to  c&uses  more  in  conformity  with  medical 
philosophy  :  namely,  the  benign  state  of  the 
atmosphere   in   summer;   the    bodily   exer- 
cise which  the  different  classes  of  the  com- 
munity  indulge  in  every  summer  evening; 
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and  the  wholesome  ▼entilatioa  which  they 
enjoy  at  this  season,  their  doors  being  con- 
stantly open,  and  many  of  them  choosing 
to  sleep  even  in  the  open  air." 
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ON 

THE  ZOOLOGY  OF  WESTERN  PERU. 

Under  the  head  of  the  zoology  of  western 
Peru  we  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  reader  a 
translation  of  a  chapter  on  the  influence  of  climate 
on  animals,  especially  on  domestic  animals,  taken 
from  the  work  of  the  late  Dr.  Don  Hipolito  Una- 
nue,  entitled  ^^  Observaciones  sobre  el  Clima  de 
Lima/* 

Dr.  Unanue  was  an  ornament  to  society,  and 
honoured  by  his  country,  as  well  under  the 
Spanish  as  the  Patriot  government :  by  the 
former,  as  the  reader  already  knows,  he  was 
appointed  chief  of  the  medical  tribunal  of  Peru  ; 
by  the  latter,  president  of  that  republic. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  horrid  picture  of  America  which  has  been 
dr&wn  by  some  ultramarine  philosophers  does 
not  apply  to  Peru,  and  can  only  be  viewed  as  the 
production  of  their  own  excited  imaginations. 
Where  else,  indeed,  could  they  have  found  those 
dark  and  unfriendly  dies  which  enabled  them  to 
depict  these  happy  regions  under  a  repulsive 
aspect  ?— -as  so  many  dark  spots  in  the  creation 
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denied  the  blessing  of  Providence, — as  the  ditrnml 
abode  of  serpents,  crocodiles,  and  venomous 
monsters.* 

Quale  portentam  neque  militaris 
Daunia  in  latis  alit  escaletis ; 
Nee  Jubae  tellus  generat,  leoDum 
Arida  natrix.  Hor. 


*  Western  Pera,  from  the  peaks  of  the  eastern  Coidillen 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  has  hardly  any  ▼enoiQoits  aoSmal 
except  the  scorpion,  which  exists  in  the  warm  intermediate 
valleys  (in  some  of  which  a  small  black  and  white  snake  is 
also  found,  which  is  said  to  be  highly  venomous) :  but  alli- 
gators, as  we  have  seen,  abound  about  Guayaquil ;  and  the 
coast  of  central  America  is  famous  for  its  venomous  snakes, 
as  well  as  for  the  antidote  to  their  poison,  or  the  bejuco  guaco, 
which  in  infusion  makes  an  agreeable  bitter,  something  like 
quassia.    The  same  antidote  Providence  has  planted  in  the 
neighbourhood  ofTarapoto,  on  the  eastern  frontiers  of  Peru, 
where  venomous  snakes  also  abound.    The  popular  stoiy  in 
Peru  respecting  the  discovery  of  the  properties  of  the  guaco  is, 
that  an  Indian  happening  to  be  present  when  a  condor,  or 
some  strong  hawk  of  the  numerous  species  which  inhabit  the 
Cordillera,  was  engaged  in  mortal  combat  with  a  tremendous 
snake,  observed  that  as  often  as  the  bird  was  wounded  he  re- 
tired to  a  thicket  of  guaco,  broke  off  the  bark  with  his  beak, 
dressed  his  wounds  and  pruned  his  feathers  with  the  sap,  aod 
returned  to  the  iight  with  confidence  and  spirit,  till  at  length 
he  killed  the  snake,  and  carried  it  away  in  triumph.    From 
this  the  Indian  inferred,  that  in  the  juice  of  the  guaco  re- 
sided the  property  that  counteracted  the  poison  of  the  snake ; 
and  it  is  vulgarly  believed  that  if  you  rub  your  hand  and  arm 
with  the  juice  of  this  bejuco,  you  may  'grasp  the  deadliest 
seipent  with  '  impunity.    But,  however  that  may  be,  the  fact 
is  never  disputed,  that  the  guaco  is  a  quick,  powerfiil,  and 
certain  antidote  against  the  poison  of  the  serpent. — ^Translator's 
Note. 
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The  learned  Count  Buffiin  laid  down  and 
wished  to  establish  the  four  following  proposi- 
tions :  1st,  that  of  the  animals  common  to  the  old 
and  new  continents,  the  breed  is  larger  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter ;  2d,  that  the  animals 
indigenous  to  the  new  are  less  than  the  abo- 
rigines of  the  old  hemisphere ;  3d,  that  the  spe- 
cies of  domestic  animals  which  have  been  trans- 
planted from  Europe,  have  degenerated  in  Ame- 
rica ;  4th,  that  this  part  of  the  earth  furnishes 
but  few  races  of  animals  peculiar  to  itself.  But 
the  inaccuracy  of  these  propositions  has  been 
demonstrated  by  the  illustrious  President  Jeffer- 
son* in  comparative  tables  of  the  existing  ani- 
mals on  both  continents.  This,  however,  seems 
to  be  certain,  that,  as  animals  depend  for  their 
support  on  the  productions  of  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  their  number  and  growth  will  be  in 
proportion  to  the  luxuriance  of  vegetation ;  and 
therefore,  there  being  in  the  one  hemisphere  as 
well  as  in  the  other  very  extensive  plains  covered 
with  abundant  pastures,  and  likewise  poor  and 
sterile  regions  that  yield  little  or  no  nutriment, 
either  hemisphere  will  exceed  the  other  in  the 
size,  number,  and  beauty  of  its  animals,  wher^ 
ever  it  happens  to  exceed  the  other  in  the  fer- 
tility and  extent  of  its  woods  and  meadows. 

Peru  is  by  no  means  well  fitted  to  maintain  the 

•  Notes  on  State  of  Virginia,  p.  62. 


numerous  species   of  indigenous  antmals   which 
inhabit  the  forests  of  Nortb  America,  nor  caku- 
lated  for  the  multiplication  of  those  whick  may 
be  transplanted  firom  Europe^  to  that  prodigious 
extent  which  is  observed  on  the  broad  plains  and 
exuberant  pastures  of  Chile  and  Paran&.      Still, 
however,  this  country,  in  its  coast,  its  mountain 
ranges,  and  Montafia,  comprises  upon  the  whole 
a  vast  and    beautiful  variety,   with    which   the 
pages  of  natural  history  will  be  one  day  enriched ; 
but  it  is  only  our  object  at  present  to  offer  ob- 
servations on  some  of  the    most   remarkable  of 
these,  as  they  appear  to  be  influenced   by   our 
climate. 


INDIGENOUS   QUADRUPEDS. 

Of  the  families  of  quadrupeds  found  in  Peru  at 
the  period  of  its  discovery  and  conquest,  the 
following  are  the  chief. 

Paco.* — Cameltts  Peruvianus^  Linn.  Syst. 
Nat. ; — Molina,  Histor.  de  Chile^  Part  I. 

Alco. — Canis  Americanus^  Linn. ;  Kilthoy — 
Thegua,  Mol. 

Puma. — Felis puma^  Linn.;  Pcrgi,  Mol. 

*  Paco:  so  called  (in  the  Indian  language)  because  its 
wool  is  long  and  of  a  bright  reddish  colour.  Alppa-co,  tlieep 
of  the  country,  has  the  wool  long  and  very  smooth  ;  and,  though 
coming  under  the  denomination  of  Peruvian  camel,  is  not  rety 
well   fitted  to  carry  a  burden.    Llama  Uamscanni,  or  the 
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Uiuru9eu,f^^FeliM  Qtaa,  lAnn. ;  Felis  gigna^  M0- 
liou — is  found  in  the  west  of  Peru ;  and  by  the 
same   name  is  designated  the  yi^uar  of  Azara, 
plate  IX.  which  inhabits  the  woods  and  thickets 
oa  the  eastern  side  of  the  country. 
Ucumari* — Ur$us  Amerkanu$i  Linn. 
Tardea. — Elaphus^  Linn,  ast  corpore  minor. 
Proyidence,  which  has  everywhere  supplied  its 
rational  creatures  with  means  of  maintenance,  and 
of  executing  the  labours  to  which  they  are  by 
nature  destined,  conferred  on   the  native  of  the 
Andes  an  inestimable  boon  in  the  paco  ;  by  whose 
wool  he  is  clothed,  by  whose  flesh  he  is  nourish- 
ed.    The  fleet    huanaco   and   the   timid    vicuna 
afibrd  him  amusement  and  pastime  in  the  chase; 

working  sheep  (of  the  Indian)  has  the  wool  short  and  rough ; 
and  is  the  tallest,  strongest,  and  best  adapted  for  the  cargo. 

EXTERIOR   PROPORTIONS  OF   THE    LLAMA. 

Feet  In.  Lines. 
From  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  extremity  of 
the  sacral  bone  .        . 

The  coccyx  or  tail  has  of  length  . 
From  the  upper  lip  to  the  crown  of  the  head 
measures  .... 

Length  of  the  ear  -  ... 

Length  of  the  neck  from  its  first  to  its  last 

vertebra         .  •  •  .250 

Anterior  height,  measured  from  the  base  of  the 
fore-foot  to  the  edge  of  the  shoulder-blade 
parallel  with  the  spine  .  .550 

Posterior  height,  measured  from  the  base  of 
the  hind-foot  to  the  spine  of  the  sacral  bone       3     6     0 
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and  the  llama  and  alpaca  convey  his  g^oods  with 
safety  through  the  rough  and  narrow   pathways 
of  his  native  mountains.     The  long  and  upraised 
neck  of  these  animals,  their  full  and  expressive 
eyes,  the  tirct/,  or  tuft  which  adorns  their  fore- 
heads, and  the  dignified  air  with  which  they  look 
around  them^  as  with  composed  and  solemn  step 
they  march  along  in  a  right  line  like  disciplined 
troops,  form  altogether  a  picture  of  sudi  peculiar 
and  striking  beauty  as  must  always  be  admired, 
and  never  can  be  forgotten. 

The  alco  is  the  most  faithful  companion  of  the 
Indian :  it  is  of  middle  size ;  and   its   body  is 
commonly   covered   with   black  wool,  all  except 
at  the  breast  and  tail,  where  it  is  grey.     These 
dogs  are  endowed  with  singularly  acute  powers  of 
perception,  their  bark  never  fails  to  give  notice 
of  anything  new  that  happens  about  the  hut  or 
dwelling,   and   they   also   attack   strangers   with 
great  ferocity.     Of  this  race   there   is   a  small 
breed  like  our  lapdogs,  which  the  Indian  women 
carry   on   their    quipes^*    and   cherish    in    their 
bosoms;    and,   as    these    pet-dogs    are  taciturn, 
this  peculiarity  has  made   some  persons  suppose 
that  the  alcos  do  not  bark,  and  therefore  belong 
not  to  the  dog  species. 

The  pacos  and  alcos  inhabit  the  Sierra  or  high- 
lands.  Such  of  them  as  are  domesticated  descend 

*  Quipe :  bundle  of  clothes  which  they  carry  on  their 
shoulders. 
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vfith  their  masters  to  the  coast,  where  they  stay 
but  a  short  time,  and  thea  return;  ibr  in  the 
heat  of  the  coast  they  soon  fall  victims  to  the 
caracha  or  itch, — the  consequence  of  increased  ex- 
citi^ment  and  circulation  on  the  surface  of  the 
body,  and  a' want  of  perspiration  occasioned  by 
the  thickness  of  the  skin.  Not  more  remarkable 
for  their  beauty  are  the  eyes  of  the  llamas  and 
tardcas  in  the  Sierra^  than  are  the  aborigines  of 
the  same  mountains  for  the  smallness  of  their 
ej^es  and  their  inclination  outwards  towards  the 
external  angle:  an  useful  structure,  for  it  ad- 
justs their  sight  to  their  situation,  and,  by  giving 
them  a  side-long  view  of  objects,  often  prevents 
them  from  falling  over  precipices  when  crossing 
the  wild  passes  of  the  mountains.  The  same  pe- 
culiarity of  structure  also  defends  them  from  the 
bad  effects  of  the  sun''s  reflection  from  the  snow, 
which  in  white  people  and  the  natives  of  the 
coast,  whose  eyes  are  full  and  large,  induces 
zurumpCf  which  is  a  troublesome  ophthalmia. 

The  taruca  or  deer,  and  the  puma  or  lion,  be- 
ing fitted  to  endure  the  temperature  of  the  Sierra 
and  of  the  coast,  pass  backwards  and  forwards 
from  one  climate  to  the  other  :  the  deer  go  about 
in  flocks;  but  the  little  lions  wander  in  soli- 
tude, apart  from  others  of  their  kind.  The  deer 
are  of  a  middle  size,  and   have  pretty  horns.* 

*  The  antelope,  by  the  account  of  the  Indians,  sometimes 
looks  over  the  tops  of  the  eastern  chain  of  the  Cordillera^  in 
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They  are  fleet,  and  afibrd  amusemeot  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  coursing.  The  otorunco  or  tiger, 
and  the  ucumari  or  bear,  do  not  frequent  this 
side  of  the  Andes,  but  they  inhabit  the  regions 
eastward  of  these  mountains,  where  there  are  many 
other  animals  of  prey. 
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The  sheep  transported  from  Europe  have  in* 
creased  to  an  amazing  degree  on  the  great  com- 
mons or  pastures  of  ichu*  which  abound  in  the 
heights  of  the  Andes ;  and  in  the  wide-spreading 
provinces  of  Collao  the  quality  of  the  wool  is 
particularly  superior. 

In   the  high   and   Cordillera  ranges,    horses, 

the  Vale  of  HuaDuco.  In  this  vale  the  tiger-cat  has  been  seen; 
the  mucamuca,  probably  a  species  of  skunk,  as  it  emits  a 
most  offensive  stench,  is  common ;  and  here  too  armadilloes 
may  be  found  among  the  thickets  of  the  pasture-grounds, 
and  they  are  considered  by  the  Indians   to  be  good  eating. 

Rats  are  as  common  as  guinea-pigs  in  all  the  agricultural 
valleys  of  the  interior:  the  fox  ranges  all  over  the  high 
hills  and  table-lands  of  the  Sierra ;  and  among  the  crevices 
of  the  rocks,  in  high  situations,  the  traveller  meets  the  long- 
tailed  bizcacha,  which  burrows  like  a  rabbit,  and  is  valued 
chiefly  for  its  fur. — ^Translator. 

♦  Jarava  foliis  involutis,  spica  panicul.  —  Flor.  Per,  et 
ChiL  t.  i.  p.  5,  icon  vi.  fig.  b.  As  these  pastpre-grounds  are 
found  at  twelve  or  fourteen  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  they  do  not  admit  of  the  cultivation  and  population  of 
the  lofty  plains  of  Anahuac  or  Mexico,  which  are  only  six  or 
eight  thousand  feet  above  the  ocean. 
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asses,  and  blacK  cattle  are,  like  man,  of  sinall^ 
size,  because  their  growth  is  stinted  by  cold : 
they  are  covered  with  hair  which  has  the  softness, 
length,  and  consistence  of  wool ;  by  means  of 
which  Nature  protects  them  against  the  inclemency 
of  those  bleak  and  frozen  wastes,  even  as  she 
does  the  flowers  of  such  shrubs'"^  as  grow  on  the 
same  frigid  heights. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  valleys  and  on  the 
coasty  where  the  heat  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  va- 
rious members  of  the  body  to  develope  themselves 
freely,  those  very  quadrupeds  are  of  good  size, 
spirited,  and  showy.   The  donkey-)*  is  strong,  and 

*  The  shrubs,  as  Dr.  Unanue  remarks  in  another  part  of 
his  work^  which  grow  at  the  altitude  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
thousand  feet  above  the  Pacific,  are  of  a  woody  fibre,  resinous, 
and  covered  with  firm  bark,  to  enable  them  to  resist  the  effects 
of  the  piercing  cold  to  which  they  are  naturally  exposed. — 
Translator. 

t  Not  only  is  the  ass  of  lima  the  useful  quadruped  here 
described,  but  one  of  the  most  ungratefully  dealt  with  by  the 
natives,  who  seem  to  have  forgotten  how  honoured  this  animal 
had  been  in  ancient  times.  The  saddle-ass  is  goaded  on  at  a 
nimble  pace  by  the  sharp  point  of  a  rib  torn  from  some  of  the 
numerous  skeletons  of  mules  and  horses,  &c.  which  are  scatter- 
ed on  the  mounds  of  rubbbh,  or  iu  the  lanes  around  orchards, 
within  and  without  the  city-walls;  and  the  donkey-driver 
grins  his  smile  of  savage  complacency  as  he  swings  about  his 
heavy  lash,  and  nicely  hits  some  mw  and  bleeding  spot,  the 
effect  of  former  and  frequent  inflictions  of  the  same  sort  at  the 
hands  of  cruel  men. 

Ayanque,  in  his  picture  of  Lima,  correctly  says, 
Veras  borricos  de  alfalfa 
Y  borricos  capacheros, 

Borricos 
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in  Lima  the  most  serviceable  of  the  domestic  aaair 
inals ;  as  he  is  also  at  the  sugar-works,    w^bere  lie 
carries  on  his  back  a  great  weight  of  cane  from 
the  field  to  the  mill :  the  horse  is  graceful  and 
spirited :  the  bulls  are  powerful ;  and  in  the  val- 
leys of  Ghincha  and  Gaiiete,  where  a  certain  wild 
breed  are  carefully  reared  for  the  bull-ring-,  these 
animals  are  most  ferocious. 

The  black  cattle  of  the  Sierra  do  not   endure 
the  climate  of  the  coast :  immediately  that   they 
descend  from  their  native  mountains,  to  use  the 
vulgar  expression,  they  become  touched  ;  that  is, 
they  become    stupified,  and   die    with     amazing 
rapidity.     On  examining    the  entrails    of   cattle 
thus  cut  off,  the  liver^  which  has  a  broiled  appear^ 
ance,  is  observed  to  be  indurated.    I  conceive  that 
these  animals  are  aflFected  by  transition  of  climate 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  human  species ;  for,  as 
soon  as  bullocks  from  the  high  and  cold  regions  of 
the  Andes  arrive  on  the  warm  coast,  the  circula- 
tion of  their  blood  is  unusually  accelerated  and 
directed  to  the  surface;  but,  as  the  skin  which 
covers  them  is  too  thick  and  unyielding  to  allow  of 
proper  transpiration,  the  consequence  is  that  there 
arises  an  ardent  fever  which  destroys  them.    In 
beeves  this  fever  is  more  violent  and  burning  than 

Borricos  cargando  harina, 

Piedra,  cal^  ladrillo  y  yeso. 

Veras  borricos  volar 

Al  son  del  latigo  huyendo. — ^Translator. 
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it  is  in  the  piuso  or  alco,  because  the  skin  of  (he 
latter,  being  of  thinner  testure  than  that  of  oxen» 
oSerfi  less  resistance  to  the  outlet,  of  the  humours  ; 
so  that  in  the  animals  of  finer  skin  there  comes 
out  a  salutary  eruption,  which  saves  them  ;  while 
in  black  cattle  nothing  of  this  sort  occurs,  and 
therefore  they  perish  with  incredible  celerity.* 

The  butchers  have  not  yet  found  out  a  remedy 
for  this  disorder.  They  only  know  from  expe- 
rience that  the  mortality  among  the  cattle  is 
greater  in  summer  than  in  winter :  a  fact  con- 
firmatory of  our  conjectures  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  distemper:  and  therefore  it  is  during  the 
winter,  or  misty  season  on  the  coast,  that  cattle 
are  driven  down  from  the  mountains  to  supply 
the  Lima  market. 

Should  we  compare  the  dogs  reared  in  this 
city  with  those  allowed  equal  freedom  in  the 
cities  of  Upper  Peru,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  former  are  most  indolent  and  indifferent  to 
everything,  so  that  any  one,   though   an   entire 

*  In  travelling  from  the  inland  country  to  Lima  we  have 
had  occasion  to  observe,  that  when  the  horse  reared  on  the 
cold  table^lands^  and  not  accustomed  to  any  warmer  climate, 
was  taken  from  the  Sierra  to  the  coast  in  the  hot  months,  he 
pined  away  almost  as  fast  as  a  common  fowl  on  the  high  seas 
when  confined  in  a  coop,  and  exposed  to  the  spray  in  rough' 
weather.  But  the  pony,  thus  affected  by  the  climate  of  the 
coast,  will  with  surprising  readiness  recover  his  spirits  and 
health  as  he  returns,  and  ascends  the  tortuous  and  shelving 
paths  that  lead  to  his  native  element  near  the  glacial  peaks  of 
the  Cordillera. — ^Translator. 
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ftranger,  may  step  overtb^ra  without  the  least 
molettatioD ;  but  the  latter  Burly  curs  it  i»  ne- 
cessary to  approach  with  cautl^n^  because  tbey 
attack  all  persons  with  whom  tfaejr  are  not  well 
acquainted  and  on  friendly  terms. 

These  animals  are  subject,  especially  in  spring, 
to  catarrhal  epidemics  which  are  peculiar  to  them- 
selves; and  they  are  also  liable  ta  inEaeniss 
by  which  mankind  are  affected,  it  bein^  amoi?^ 
them  that  the  fatal  epidemic  coaimeiiced  in  the 
Trojan  army. 

Neither   in   Peru,   nor   in    the    nei^bouring 
sections  of  South  America,  were  dog's  ever  Ildowd 
to  be  attacked  by  hydrophobia  prior  to  1803;  but 
about  this  time  the  malady  broke  out,  duriogtbe 
heat  of  summer,  in  the  valleys  of  the   northern 
coast,  from  whence  it  extended  southward  a/ong 
the  maritime  plains ;  having  arrived  at  the  city  of 
Arequipa  in  the  spring  of  1807,  while  in  Lima  it 
was  observed  between  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
the  same  year. 

Having  collected   all  the    necessary   data  tor       \ 
disclosing  the  origin  of  this  disorder,  and  con- 
sulted in  writing  the  physicians  and  well-inform^ 
persons  who  had  witnessed  its  symptoms^  1  have 
clearly  learned, — 1st.  That  this  disease  arose  spon- 
taneously from  the  increased  atmospherical  tem- 
perature of  the  years  1803  and  1804.     It  com- 
menced on  the  northern  coast,  commonly  called 
Costa  AbajOy  where  the  air  was  so  heated  that 
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Reaumur^s  tb^nndineter  indicitftd  tbe  tenipenH;tii>e 
of  aO®  in  some  of  the  v&Heys  :  the  calms  were  ex*- 
treme,  without  the  lightest  breeze  that  could  rip- 
ple the  surface  of  the  ocean  ;  animals  rushed  into 
lakes  and  pools  of  still  water  to  relieve  themsdves 
from  the  sensation  of  excessive  heat ;  so  that'  the 
season  described  by  H(M*ace  was  fully  realised : 

Jam  Procyon  furit, 
£t  Stella  yesani  Leonis : 

caretque 

Ripa  taciturna  ventis. 

2.  This  disorder  affected  every  sort  of  quadru- 
ped without  distinction :  and  such  was  the  de- 
gree of  phrensy  excited  by  it,  that  some  animals 
in  their  fury  bit  and  tore  themselves  to  pieces; 
and,  in  situations  where  the  heat  was  extreme, 
several  men  fell  ill  with  all  the  symptoms  of  hy- 
drophobia without  having  been  bit. 

3.  The  malady  attached  itself  more  especially 
to  dogs,  and  some  of  them  suffered  so  mild  an  at- 
tack that  their  bite  was  not  mortal;  but  the 
greater  number  were  severely  affected,  and  pro- 
pagated the  infection  to  their  kind,  to  other  qua- 
drupeds, and  to  man. 

The  mean  and  niggardly  overseer  of  a  sugar- 
estate  had  distributed  among  his  negroes,  though 
advised  not  to  do  so,  some  head  of  cattle  that 
died  rabid ;  which  he  did  under  the  impression 
that  they  were  only  tocado,  or  touched  with  that. 

disease  which  in  hot  weather  usually  affects  cattle 

M  5 
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from  the  mountaiiis:  and  the  result  wia,  tbat  of 
the  poor  negroes  who  had  partaken  of  this  meat, 
many  died  with  symptoms  of  hydrophobia. 

4.  In  the  towns  of  lea  and  Arequipa  the 
number  of  individuals  who  died,  after  having 
been  bit  by  mad  dogs,  was  greater,  and  th^ 
cases  less  equivocal  than  the  preceding. 

In  lea  a  single  rabid  bitch  bit  fourteen  persons 
in  one  night,  of  whom  eight  were  in  one  house  ; 
some  sleeping  alfresco^  or  in  the  open  air ;   others 
were  variously  occupied ;  and  the  remaining  six 
were  among  those  who,  on  hearing  the  alarm,  ran 
to  assist  in  killing  the  bitclu     The  surgeon  of  the 
place,  Don  Mariano  Estrada,  wished  to  persuade 
them  to  submit  to  be  cured ;  but  they  rejected  his 
proposal,  saying  the  will  of  Ood  should  be  done : 
and  all  died  with  the  exception  of  two  men,  the 
one  twenty-eight  and  the  other  fifty  years  of  age, 
who  agreed  to  be  placed  under  medical  treatment. 
The  physician  cured  them,  happily,  on  the  safest 
plan  ;  which  consists  in  applying  a  blister  on  the 
part  bitten,  with  a  view  to  promote  suppuration 
from  it,  and  in  exciting  salivation  by  means  of 
mercurial  inunction. 

In  the  city  of  Arequipa  it  was  much  disputed 
whether  or  not  the  malady  was'  a  legitimate  hy- 
drophobia, and  very  learned  papers  pro  and  con 
were  written  by  the  Doctors  Rosas  and  Salvani. 
In  this  paper*war  much  time  was  lost  that  should 
have  been  taken  advantage  of  for  resisting  the  pro- 
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^ress  of  the  malady.  True  it  is,  that  in  many  casefK 
those  disorders,  which  by  frightened  imaginations 
were  represented  to  be  real  examples  of  hydro- 
phobia, were,  in  point  of  fact,  no  such  thing;  and 
the  alarming  misconceptions  thus  induced  were 
soothed  down  and  removed  by  persuasive  means. 
Hence,  this  circumstance,  which  was  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  general  panic  existing  at  the 
time,  led  Professor  Salvani  to  think  that  it  was 
precisely  the  same  in  all  instances,  until  at  length 
a  succession  of  melancholy  results  declared  the 
real  nature  of  the  disease.  Immediately  upon  be- 
ing made  acquainted  that  the  epidemic  hydropho- 
bia approached  the  capital,  the  Viceroy  of  Peru, 
Abascal,  ordered  all  the  dogs  in  the  place  to  be 
killed,*'  by  means  of  which  he  liberated  Lima 
from  the  -impending  scourge  ;  for  though  a  very 
few  hydrophobic  patients  entered,  during  this  pe- 

*  The  slaughter  thus  commenced  has  passed  into  a  custom 
of  annually  destroying  these  confiding  companions  of  man, 
when  the  howl  or  piteous  death-cry  of  the  poor  animals  rings 
upon  the  ear,  on  fine  summer  mornings,  as  the  watermen 
are  employed  in  knocking  them  down  with  their  iron-pointed 
sticks  in  all  the  streets,  and  even  at  the  very  doors  or  gates 
where  the  persecuted  creatures  seek  protection  in  vain. 

To  see  them  dragged  along  the  streets,  bound  together  by 
the  waterman's  lazo,  leaving  a  bloody  track  behind  them, 
.  and  then  heaped  up  in  the  public  squares,  where  they  are 
often  allowed  to  lie  for  days,  is  tmly  one  of  the  most  painful 
and  disgusting  sights  which  Lima  presents,  and  to  which  the 
bloody  scenes  of  the  bull-ring  are  comparatively  nothing. — 
Translator. 
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riod»  into  the  bospitek,  they  were  not  inhabitents 
of  the  city,  but  some  individuals  who  bad  coooe  in 
from  the  neighbourinf^  farms  and  valleys. 

5.  When  this  calamitous  epidemic  commenced 
in  the  valleys  of  Costa  Abajoy  Don  Jose  Fi^u»oa, 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  wrote  me   to   say,  that  *^tbe 
dogs  went  about   with   their  tails  between  their 
feet;   they  slavered  much;   hid  themselves  from 
human  sight ;  howled  lustily  ;  and  presently  they 
fell  down  and  moved  no  more : — as  remedies  in 
these  casesy  cutting  off  the  ears  and  giving  oil 
were  tried  in  vain.     The  cats,  with  their  hair  on 
end,  ran  about  the  house-tops.    Horses  and  asses 
got  enraged  the  one  against  the  other ;  they  threw 
themselves  on  the  ground,  rolled  about,  and  in- 
stantly on  being  dead  they  swelled  and  putrefied. 
Black   cattle  —  roaring  and    lowing  —  bounded 
about,  fought  with  each  other,  in  the  contest  even 
broke  their  horns,  and  they  died  quickly.^ 

6.  Professor  Estrada  confidently  stated,   that 
of  forty-two  individuals  who  died  in  the  city  of 
lea,   after  having  been   bit   by  mad   dogs,   the 
greater  number  were  cut  off  from  twelve  to  ninety 
days  after  the  accident.      The  symptoms  which 
followed  the  ingraftment  of  the  poison  disclosed 
themselves  in  the  form  of  convulsions,  oppression 
at  the  breast,  sighs,  sadness,  laborious  breathing, 
horror  at  liquids  and  shining  objects,  fury,  vomit- 
ing of  dark  bilious  matter,  and  an  incessant  ur- 
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gent  call  on  the  part  of  the  patients  that  the  aadst- 
antft  should  depart  from  them,  because  they  Mi 
themselves  impelled  to  attack,  bite,  and  tearthebi 
to  pieces :  none  in  this  state  survived  beyond  the 
term  of  five  days. 

Since  the  year  1808  this  terrible  epidemic  has 
been  disappearing.  From  time  to  time,  however, 
a  dog  may  be  seen  running  violently  hither  and 
thither,  and  biting  all  whom  he  may  happen  to 
meet,  in  the  same  way  as  is  done  by  the  really 
mad  dog.  —  But,  in  the  examples  wherein  no  bad 
results  arise  from  the  bite,  they  may  be  consider- 
ed of  the  same'  character  with  the  disorder  ob- 
served by  Mr.  Colombier,  which  attacks  dogs, 
renders  them  furious,  and  excites  them  to  bite, 
but  has,  nevertheless,  nothing  at  all  of  hydropho- 
bia in  it;  — still,  however,  the  safest  way  is  to 
kill  the  dogs  thus  affected,  and  to  implore  the 
Father  of  mercies  that  these  regions  may  never 
again  experience  so  severe  a  visitation. 

Canis  ore  tiraeudo. 
Ore  vomit  flammam. 

German  Arat. 
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The  shores  of  the  South  Sea  are  covered  with 
myriads  of  birds,  among  which  are  distinguished, 
for  their  incalculable  number,  the  Huanaes ;  from 
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whose  ordure,  aa  some  believe,  is  jHroduced  that 
red-coloured  earth  or  manure  (httano*)»  of  a  pe- 
netrating and  alkaline  sm^  which  enridiea  the 
land  so  much  as  to  make  it  yield  triple  or  quad- 
ruple the  produce  it  could  do  without  this  dress- 
ing: a  discovery  made  by  the  ancient  Indians, 
who  were  most  skilful  agriculturists. 

OuUs,  herons,  ducks,  and  some  other  families 
of  the  feathered  class,  descend f  during  autumn 
from  the  mountain  lakes  to  the  coast,  where  they 
remain  until  the  commencement  of  summer^  when 
they  again  return  to  the  Sierra. 

In  undertaking  this  journey,  they  take  their 
flight  in  the  morning  in  large  flocks;  and,  as 
they  soon  come  in  contact  with  lofty  barriers  of 
mountains  which  oblige  them  to  change  their 
course,  they  ascend  the  higher  regions  in  a  wind* 
ing  and  spiral  manner,  till,  after  numberless  evo- 

•  This  earth  or  "huano,"  as  the  translator  has  been  in- 
formed,   is  an  article   of  commerce    at  the   port  of  Tlo; 
whence  it  is  conveyed  to  the  neighbourhood   of  Arica,  the 
Vale  of  Tambo,  and  Arequipa,  and    sold  at  so   much  per 
quintal.     When    rubbed   between   the  fingers,   it  emits  an 
insufferable  stench.    Tithes  are  paid  upon  this  valuable  ma- 
nure, which  are  always  put  to  one  side  in  a  heap,  and,  like 
the  rest,  carried  away  on  asses.    At  Huacho,  to  the  north  of 
Lima,  birds'  ordure  abounds,  and  is,  we  believe,  used  as 
manure.    But,  in  general,  the  soil  in  Peru  receives  no  top- 
dressing;    though  about  Arequipa,   in   particular,  the  agri- 
cultural  industry   of  the  ancient  Indians   has  always   been 
followed  by  their  successors,  who,  by  means  of  the  huaDO, 
compel  the  same  piece  of  ground  to  yield  several  crops . 
annually. 
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lutions  and  gyrations,  they  have  risen  above  the 
loftiest  peaks  of  the  Cordillera,  and  find  them- 
selves again  at  liberty  to  pursue  their  journey 
in  a  direct  line. 

The  condor**  often  stations  himself  in  the 
middle  of  the  spires,t  either  as  acting  the  part 
of  a  guide,  or  to  boast  in  proud  display  the 
strength  of  wing  by  which  the  most  vigorous 
and  powerful  of  birds  can  soar  above  all  the  rest 
of  the  feathered  race. 

In    his   outward   aspect   the   male  bird   bears 

*  CuDtur  de  Ccancuni  —  to  smell  ill — so  called  because 
the  condor  emits  au  offensive  smell.  This  name  and  that  of 
"  puma''  were  celebrated  among  the  ancient  Peruvians :  they 
were  used  as  appellatives  or  surnames  in  many  illustrious 
families,  whose  descendants  yet  live,  occupying  the  rank  of 
Indian  nobility  or  caciques.  According  to  the  meaning  of 
these  words,  it  appears  that  there  were  two  orders  of  superior 
dignity  in  the  empire  of  the  Incas, — that  of  the  Condor  and 
Lion;  and  hence  the  origin  of  the  surnames,  Apucuntur,  or 
Great  Condor,  as  if  we  were  to  say,  Great  Eagle ;  Cantur- 
pusac,  or  chief  of  eight  Condors ;  Cuntur-canqui,  Condor, 
by  way  of  excellence,  or  Great  Master  of  the  Order ;  Colqul- 
puma,  or  Lord  of  the  Silver  Lion.  Cuntur-apachecta  is  the 
distinguishing  epithet  applied  to  the  loftiest  peaks  of  the 
Andes;  denoting  that  these  are  sites  among  which  only  the 
Coudor,  of  all  the  tenants  of  the  air,  can  take  up  his  abode. 

1  Here  the  translator  would  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the 
common  carrion  vulture,  or  gallinaza,  is  a  tame  and  useful 
scavenger,  very  fond  of  taking  up  his  station  on  spires,  high 
walls,  and  house-tops  :  but,  as  for  the  bold  and  soaring  con- 
dor, he  never  saw  him  frequent  crowded  cities,  or  sit  on  spires, 
as  if  this  king  of  vultures  had  come  in  the  spirit  of  pride 
imagined  by  Dr.  Unanue. 
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upon  Irou  mmej  markB  of  -dl^^Bity  wUdi  & 
tiiigudsh  him  from  tke  fcriaale  :  suA  is  tk 
erast  which  serves. him  as  tfae  emUem  olmon- 
OTchy^ — a  crowD;  the  blackiah  and  ioose  skio 
which  in  folds  covers  the  head,  and  j^thering  up 
behind,  after  the  manner  of  curls  or  frizded 
hair,  resembles  a  wig;  and  the  white  of  the 
wings,  when  the  bird  stands  erect,  gives  bis 
shoulders  the  appearance  of  bein^  cx»vered  with 
a  mantle  or  cloak.  —  See  the  excell^it  Mewaur 
of  Messrs.  Humboldt  and  Bonpland  on  the  Na- 
tural History  of  the  Condor,  printed  io  JPsris  id 
the  year  1807. 

Santiago  Cardenas,  better  known  by  the  name 
of  Santiago  el  Volador,  or  Flier,  for  many  years 
watched  the   flight  of  the  condor,  with    the  in- 
tention of  imitating  him ;    and  he  left  a   quarto 
volume  written  on   this  subject,   which    I   have 
deposited  in  the  library  of  the  College  of  Sda 
Fernando.     In  this  work  he  describes  three  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  condor. 

1.  Moromoro  with  ruff  (golilla)  and  mantle  of 
the  colour  of  ashes. — It  has  of  "  embregadura^ 
or  length,  from  the  point  of  one  wing  to  that  of 
the  other,  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  feet. 

This,  of  all  the  condors,  is  the  strongest;, 
and  be  takes  ostentatious  delight  in  combating 
against  the  wind,  and  balancing  himself  on  eX' 
tended  but  flutterless  wing  in  the  most  imposing 
and  majestic  manner.     It  has  been  said  of  tbe 
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moroiiioro^  that^  'fieiadng'tbe  newly-born  lamb, 
he  throws  it  over  hk  shoulder^  where  he  keeps 
it  steadily  fixed ;  aad,  having  thus  secured  his 
prey,  rises  on  the  wing,  and  betakes  himself  to 
flight.* 

2.  Condor  of  ruff  and  mantle  of  the  colour  of 
clear  coffee.  — He  has  of  embregadura  from  eleven 
to  thirteen  feet,  and  he  is  swift  and  daring. 

8.  Condor  with  white  mantle  and  ruff. —  He 
has  expanse  of  wing,  or  embregadura,  from  nine 
to  eleven  feet ;  and  this  is  the  most  abundant 
and  beautiful  species.  The  condor  inhabits  the 
steep  rocks  of  the  Andes ;  and,  according  to  the 
observations  of  Santiago,  he  makes  every  day 
two  journeys  to  the  coast  in  search  of  food,  which 
shows  his  prodigious  velocity. 

In  our  dissection  of  this  bird,  we  met  with 
no  air-vessel  which  could  maintain  a  communi- 
cation between  the  lungs  and  the  spongy  sub- 
stance of  the  clavicles,  nor  any  communication 
between  the  crop  and  windpipe.  The  internal 
cavity  of  the  chest  is  lined  by  a  fine  and  trans- 

*  That  this  belief  in  the  moromoro's  strength  and  courage 
is  founded  on  fact,  is  not  very  improbable ;  and  that  the  con- 
dor was  believed  in  ancient  times,  before  sheep  or  lambs 
were  known  on  the  Andes,  to  carry  off  young  infants,  appears 
from  the  small  drinklug-cups  which  are  sometimes  dug  from 
guacas,  in  which  the  stone  is  so  cut  out  as  to  represent  the 
condor  carrying  off  an  infant  in  its  talons.  The  pieces  of 
silver  usually  found  in  guacas  are  representations  of  natural 
objects. — ^Translator. 
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parent  membnune  or  pleura^  which  forms  Tarions 
little  cells ;  the  lungs  descend  as  low  as  the  abdo- 
men, and  adhere,  at  their  posterior  extremit^^  to 
the  spine  and  ribs,  vhich  have  perforatioiis  at  the 
points  of  adhesion,  commumcatin^  with  the  in- 
terior of  their  spongy  body.  The  texture  of  the 
lungs  is  porous,  so  that,  as  sochi  as  they  are  blown 
into  and  inflated  through  the  i^Tindpipe,  tbej 
freely  supply  with  air  all  the  recesses  or  cod* 
cealed  crevices,  great  and  small,  that  are.  about 
them ;  and  they  also  fill  with  air  the  caidties  of 
the  ribs  and  sternum. 

Condor-grease   is  considered   excellent  for  i^ 
solving  and  dissipating  hard  glandular  tumours 
of  the  breast  and  other  parts  of  the   body  ;  ^^ 
the  Peruvians  attribute  to  it  as  many  other  vir- 
tues as  the  Europeans  do  to  the  kid,  of  which  it 
is  said  by  one  of  their  physicians  that  totus  eti 
medicamentosus  —  all  is  medicinal. 
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It  is  well  known  that  warm  and  humid  coun- 
tries are  infested  with  swarms  of  small  insecf4 
as  flies,  mosquitos,  zancudos,  fleas,  &c. ;  and  a 
certain  traveller  has  asserted  that,  on  this  acoounf, 
Lima  was  insupportable  as  a  place  of  residence : 
but  the  statement  is  erroneous,  for  such  insects  do 
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not  flourish  in  the  midst  of  population  and  dean-* 
liness. 

Notwithstanding  the   mildness  of   winter    in 

Lima,  it  is  sufficient  to  annihilate  the  flies  and 

zancudos  :  mosquitos  are  not  within  doors  at  any 

season  of  the  year.     The  flies  and  zancudos  muU 

tiply  in  summer;  and  the  latter  are  very  annoying, 

especially  at  night,  for  they  prevent  sleep  by  the 

buzzing  of  their  wings.     But  by  taking  care  that 

no  water  be  left  in  the  house  till  it  become  nearly 

putrid,  this  little  insect  will  not  be  allowed  to  grow 

troublesome;  for  the  zancudos  are  the  offspring 

of  the  animalcules  which  are  produced  in  water 

tending  to  a  state  of  decomposition :  neither  do 

the  flies  prove  troublesome  by  their  numbers  in 

the  houses  where  cleanliness  is  not  neglected. 

The  pediculus  may  be  said  to  be  sterile  on  the 
coast,  but  most  highly  prolific  in  the  Sierra:  in* 
sects  of  this  and  the  cimex  kind  persecute  man 
wherever  he  sojourns,  and  Lima  does  not  appear 
to  be  more  infested  or  overstocked  with  such  ver- 
min than  certain  European  cities.  In  Paris  alone 
there  are  seventy-seven  species  of  the  cimex.* 

*  See  Letter  of  Iturre  to  Mr.  Muiios:  zancudosi  flies,  and 
mosquitos  are  most  troublesome  in  Andalusia. 

N.  B.  The  translator  would  not  venture  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  cimex  be  more  abundant  in  the  metropolis 
of  France  or  of  Peru ;  but  he  considers  it  not  unimportant  to 
state,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  the  only  effectual 
means  of  destroying  these  insects  in  Lima,  where  they  are 
certainly  a  great  nuisance,  is  to  brush  over  the  bed  with  an 
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The  most  intrusive,  the  most  vexatious  insect  of 
the  torrid  zone,  is  the  pique  or  c/iigre,  v^hich  in 
other  parts  is  known  by  the  name  o£  nigzia.      Tin- 
cleanly  in  the  extreme,  it  searches  the  corra/es,  or 
pens,  where  pigs  are  enclosed,  and  multiplies  infi- 
nitely  in   dirty   situations.     The   heaps    of  rub- 
bish,  or  sweepings  and  refuse  from  streets  and 
houses,  &c.  are,  as  it  were,  in  a  state  of  efferves- 
cence with  piqueSi  which  also  follow  the  footsteps 
of  man,  pursuing  relentlessly  those  with  oirergrown 
nails,  and   others  who  neglect  cleanliness.      Less 
than  the  flea,  but  of  the  same  colour,  it  cx>ntriFes 
to  introduce  itself  inside  shoes  and  stockings,  and 
to  lodge  in  the  tenderest  part  of  the  foot,  —  in 

infusion  of  the  bruised  seeds  of  the  anona  (of  Lambayeqvej 
in  lime  or  lemon  juice.    For  another  set  of  tormeDtors,  Jlen, 
the  natives  on  some  occasions  use  traps,  consisting  merely  of 
a  piece  of  bat/eta  or  baize,  which  is  placed  on  the  part  where 
the  enemy  is  felt  to  bite ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  fleas  get  into 
it,  they  become  so  entangled  in  its  meshes,  that  they  are 
caught  and  executed  at  once, — for  even  the  fairest  hand  cao 
show  them  no  mercy.    It  is  curious  to  observe  that,  when  one 
is  affected  with  a  paroxysm  of  ague,  no  fleas  come  near  him  : 
either  the  aguish  blood  or  perspiration  offends  them. 

The  locust  is  one  of  the  insects  sometimes  seen  in  muhitudts 
on  the  aroma  trees  of  the  warm  valleys,  which  they  strip  of  eveiy 
leaf  in  a  very  short  time ;  just  as  the  cauliflowers  are  devoured 
by  caterpillars  and  swarms  of  butterflies  of  great  beauty.  The 
glow-worm  often  shines  among  the  groves  and  avenues  ra  a 
warm  and  dark  night ;  and  at  Tarma,  celebrated  for  the  fine 
texture  and  beautiful  tints  of  its  ponchosy  the  cochineal  insect 
is  reared  on  beds  of  cacti,  planted  for  the  purpose,  all  round 
the  town.  —  Translator. 
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the   sole,  or  under  the  nails :  there  it  fixes  itsdf, 
causing  as  much   pain   as  would  be   occasioned 
l>y    the   point   of  a    needle,    and   it  secures  it^ 
position  so  well  as  to  render  it  very  difiicult  of 
being  detached.     In  attempting  to  remove  it^  the 
soft  parts  are  often  ill-treated  by  the  instrument, 
ivhich  is  either  a  needle  or  pin,  commonly  used 
for  its  extraction ;  and  when,  during  the  opera- 
tion,  the  part  acted  upon  becomes  tinged  with 
blood,  the  end  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  pique, 
instead  of  being  removed  entire,  is  lacerated,  and, 
the  one-half  only  being  taken  away,  the  other  is 
still  left  inserted  under  the  skin,  and  there  occa- 
sions more  pain  than  at  first.     For  this  reason, 
those  persons  who  are  accustomed  to  piques  keep 
very  quiet  when  they  observe  that  one  of  ,them 
has  fixed  itself  under  the  epidermis   or  outer 
skin,  and  leave  it  undisturbed  for  a  day  or  two : 
here    it  forms  its  nest;    and  is   gradually  me- 
tamorphosed into  a  white  globe,  of  the  appear- 
ance of  a  moderately-sized  pearl.    It  holds  on  fast 
to  the  skin,  by  its  mouth,  at  the  point  where  it 
first  adhered.     Having  attained  maturity,  it  is  in 
fact  nothing  else  than  a  group  of  innumerable  lit- 
tle eggs  united  by  a  white  glutinous  matter,  and 
covered  by  a  common  envelope  which  encloses  the 
whde.    While  growing,  the  pique  scarcely  causes 
inconvenience;  but  instantly  it  has  acquired  its 
due  size,  if  not  extracted,  it  gives  rise  to  very 
stinging  pain.     Two  or  three  days  after  its  intro- 
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ducdon  it  will  bare  attained  a  aufficient  growth 
for  being  remoTed.     In  the  perfornuuice  of  thi> 
operation   the  negroes  are  most    expert,    on  ac- 
count of  the  constant  practice  they  have  in  ope- 
rating on  themselves.     With  the  point  of  b  /mi 
they  carefully  separate  the  epidermis  under  wlucfa 
the  nigua  is  fixed,  leaving  it  still  attached  by  its 
reddish  mouth ;  and  then  they  thread  or  transfii 
it,  and  extract  it  in  its  globular  form.     Great  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  burst  the  hag  or  envelope 
of  the  insect  at   the  time  of  extracting'  if,  for 
otherwise    several    ova,   equivalent   to    so    many 
parasitic   insects,    are    left   to    infest    the    foot; 
and    besides,    should    part  of  the    bag    be   left 
behind,   pain  and  inflammation   will    supervene, 
followed  by  suppuration  to  cast   off  the  fore^ 
body.     The   hollow   left   after   the  pique  is  ab- 
stracted,  is  to  be  filled  with  snuff  or  the  ashes 
of  a  cigar ;  as  it  stops  any  oozing  of  blood  from 
the  little  wound,   and  assists  in  promoting  the 
separation,  or  absorption,   of  any   fragments  of 
the  envelope  of  the  insect  that  may  have  remain- 
ed behind ;    and  by  this  means  the  pain  is  avoid- 
ed which  otherwise  might  arise  if  these  parts  were 
left  to  themselves,  and  allowed  to  slough  off. 

Without  having  recourse  to  the  process  of  ex- 
traction, the  piques  may  be  destroyed  by  rubbing 
the  spot  where  they  nestle  with  mercurial  oint- 
ment, or  with  a  mixture  of  soap  and  oil :  in  either 
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vray  they  are  killed,  and  consequently  fall  off  in 
fornn  of  orast.  -  Tepid  oil  applied  to  the  parts  in- 
jured  during  the  extraction  of  the  pique  or  tngua 
aflPords  relief ;  and  it  is  requisite  that  the  person 
who  has  been  operated  upon  take  great  care  not 
to  put  bis  feet  in  cold  water  until  the  incision 
made  in  the  skin  be  entirely  healed ;  for  other- 
wise there  would  be  risk  of  inducing  that  fear- 
ful disease  —  locked  jaw. 


EXTINCT  ANIMALS. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  distance  from  one  an- 
other at  which  diflFerent  nations  of  the  earth  have 
been  planted,  it  may  yet  be  traced  in  their  tradi- 
tions that  one  great  and  glorious  object  had  been 
seen  in  common  by  their  forefathers,  the  image  of 
which  had  been  so  impressed  on  their  minds,  that, 
when  placed  in  analogous  circumstances,  it  often 
recurred  to  their  thoughts,  and  was  always  refer- 
red to,  though  under  different  appellations.  Thus, 
in  midst  of  the  soletnn  and  sublime  apparatus  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  Jehovah  descends  to  the 
summit  of  Sinai    to  give  law  to  the  Hebrews. 
This  august   and    majestic   image  of  the  great- 
ness of   Divine  power  is   soon  after  applied   to 
Jupiter  darting  thunderbolts  from  the  peak  of 
Ida  against  the  armies  of  Greece ;  and  the  Great 
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Man*  appears  in  like  manner  on   the   mountaiiu 
of  Ohio  to  exterminate  with   his -darts   a  Senx 
animal,    which   desolated  the  fertile    plains.     So 
also,  in  former  times,  the   Heaveufy  Angei  came 
down  to  the  summit  of  Santa  Helena  in  Southeiu 
America,   to  crush  and  overwhelm    a   fierce  and 
polluted  race  of  giants,  who,  having  entered  these 
harbours  from  some  unknown  clime^  devastated 

the  land.  -|- 

The  Indians  of  the  one  and   the   other   hemi- 
sphere corroborate  the  truth  of  their    traditions 
by  being  able  to  present  the  great  molar  teeth, 
or  grinders,   which  are  found  under  the  surface 
of  the  earth  in  the  places  alluded  to.      In  Peru, 
these  teeth,  with  other  bones  of  enormous  mag- 
nitude, are  found   in   the   province    of   Chicbas, 
near  the  tropic  of  Capricorn ;  and  in  Chile  there 
are  not  wanting  vestiges  of  the  same  sort  of  or- 
ganic remains. 

I  have  had  in  my  possession  four  of  these 
molar  teeth,  of  which  I  yet  preserve  one  in  the 
library  of  the  'Medical  College  of  San  Fernando. 
When  compared  among  themselves,  I  have  judged, 
from  their  configuration,  that  they  did  not  belong 
to  the  same  fossil  elephant ;  but,  rather,  that  three 
pertained  to  the  mammoth,  and  that  one  had  be- 

•  The  Indians  of  North  America  called  God  the  Great  Mao. 
See  Jefferson's  note  on  Virginia,  page  56. 
t  See  Garcilaso,  t.  i.  page  313. 
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longed  to  the  mastodonton  of  Cuvier  :  from  which 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  those  very  bulky  animals, 
which  in  remote  ages  lived  in  Siberia  and  North 
America,  had  penetrated  into  Southern  America, 
where  they  have  left  the  natives,  in  the  relics  of 
their  destruction,  or  fossil  remains,  a  memorial 
of  the  existence  and  punishment  of  antediluvian 
giants. 

The  bony  fragments  which  are  considered  to  be 
parts  of  this  gigantic  race,  may  they  not  rather 
consist  of  earthy  petrifactions  in  water  impreg- 
nated with  lime  ?  Between  the  villages  of  Chor- 
rillos  and  Miraflores,  in  the  locality  named  Ca- 
/era,  water  impregnated  with  lime  is  observed 
to  percolate  at  the  foot  of  the  barrancoy  or  broken 
bluff-land ;  and  it  deposits  on  the  stones,  over 
wnich  it  drips  or  passes,  certain  crusts  or  laminae, 
which  have  the  same  appearance  with  the  bony 
laminae  of  the  human  skull.* 

*  It  is  evideiity  from  the  coDcluding  query  and  remark  of 
Dr.  Unanue,  that  he  suspected  some  speculators  in  the  science 
of  geology  of  no  small  share  of  credulity;  and  it  also  appears 
that  be  had  not  himself  examined  the  bony  fragments  to  which 
1)6  alludes.  Had  these  come  to  his  hands,  it  is  probable  that 
he  might  have  been  able  to  ascertain  such  specific  and  distinct 
characters  as  should  have  served  to  satisfy  him  that  the  teeth 
in  his  possession  were  not  only  by  report,  but  in  fact,  parts 
of  those  skeletons  from  among  which  they  appear  to  have  been 
picked  up.  We  may  believe  that  they  were  conveyed  to 
Lima  chiefly  on  account  of  their  more  portable  size;  while 
the  other  more  unwieldy  bones  would  have  been  considered 
too  heavy  for  being  removed  so  far,  by  persons  who  may  not 
have  known  their  scientific  value  to  the  geologist. — Translator. 

VOL.    II.  N 
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GEOGNOSTIC  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE 

COUNTRY  IN  THE   JSNVIRONS 

OF  AREQUII^A, 

WITH   AN   ANALYSIS   OF  THB   MlNKRAi:.    TTATEKS   IK  THE 
VICINITY  OP   THE   8AMB     CITY. 

According  to  the  "  Guia  Politica,  Eclesiastica, 
y  Militar  del  Peru/'    edited  by   I^r.    UnaniJ^  of 
Lima,  the  city  of  Arequipa  is  situated  at  iSP  lo 
20"  south  latitude  ;  and  it  stands  at   the  distance 
of  about  thirty  leagues  from  its  present  sea-port, 
I  slay.     In  making   from  seaward  to  the  port  of 
Chule,  the  burning  mountain  of  Arequipa,  (which 
now  emits  no  smoke,)  described  as  resewbliog  & 
sugar-loaf  with  the  top   broken  off,    used  to  be 
taken  as  a  landmark  by  the   Spanish    pi7ots  on 

• 

the   South-Sea   coasts.     The  population   is  esti- 
mated at  about  twenty  thousand,  among  whom 
there   are    exceedingly   few   negroes    or    pardo*' 
Towards  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century,   Malta 
Capac,  fourth  sovereign  of  Peru,  colonized  tnf 
valley  of  Arequipa  with  three  thousand  families 
chosen   from    the  neighbouring    provinces ;   sod 
some  refer  the  origin  of  the  name  Arequipa  to 
this  early  period,  as  in  the  Indian  language  tAe 
word  Arequipa  means,   "  Remain  as  you  are,  if 
you  like  it,"  —  in  allusion  to  the  permission  given 
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by  the  Inca  to  such  of  his  captains  as  were  in- 
clined to  settle  in  this  garden  in  the  midst  of  the 
desert. 

By  order  of  Don  Francisco  Pizarro,   the  city 
was  founded  in  the  year  1540.    It  suffered  severe- 
ly from  the  great  earthquakes  of  the  years  1582, 
1600,  1604,  1687,  1715,  and  1784  *    All  about 
Arequipa   is   a   volcanic  country,   of  which    the 
natural  history   is  very  interesting,   as   may   be 
learned  from   the  following  account,  taken  from 
an  essay  originally  written  and  published  in  Spa- 
nish by  Don  Mariano  Rivero,  director-general  of 
the  mining  department  in  Peru.      This  essay  is 
deficient  in  minute  chemical  analysis ;  but  it  has 
the  recommendation  of  being  the  only  one,  so  far 
as  we  know,  that  has  been  written  by  a  native 
Peruvian  on  the  subjects  which  it  embraces. 

*  The  periods  of  the  great  earthquakes  of  Peru  are  thus  re- 
corded by  Dr.  Hi  polite  Unanue. 


Arequipa. 

Lima. 

Quito. 

In  the  year  1582 

1586 

1587 

1604 

1630 

1645 

1687 

1687 

1698 

1715 

1746 

1757 

1784 

1806 

1797 

The  same  author  also  mentions  the  following  epochs  of  volea- 
ntc  explosions. 

In  Quito. 

Cotopaxi,  1534,  1742,  1744. 
Pichincha,  1539, 1566,  1577,  1660. 
In  Arequipa. 

Quiuistacas,  1600. 

N  2 
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All  the  environs  of  the  city  of  Arequipa  are  com- 
posed of  volcanic  products;   so  much  is  thistk 
case  that  its  edifices  are  constructed  of  a  white  aod 
very  light. rock,  rough  to  the  touch,  which  contains 
pieces  of  pumice-stone  and  lava.     It  is  called  io 
the  country  piedra  sillar^  and,  in    fact,  is  a  real 
trachyte  (traquito).      It  is  met  with   in  different 
places,  at  the  distance  of  several  leagues  from  tbe 
city, — as,  for  example,  in  the  glen  througJi  which 
passes  the  road  of  Islay.     In  the  route  which  leads 
to  the  glen  of  Yura,  over  and  above  the  /oose 
pieces  and  sand,  we  meet  the  trachyte  porphyrj) 
not  only  in  large  detached  masses,  but  also  form- 

■ 

ing  portions  of  the  soil.  The  principal  mass  is 
compact,  of  a  greyish  black  colour,  with  crystals 
of  white  vitreous  felspar,  and  spangles  of  bronzed 
mica ;  it  passes  by  decomposition  into  an  ash- 
coloured  trachyte,  less  hard  than  the  firsts  ^^ 
very  rough  to  the  touch  :  the  crystals  of  felspar 
and  mica  suffer  no  decomposition. 

The  adjacent  bills  are  formed  of  rocks  such 
as  these,  without  presenting  a  decided  stratifica- 
tion. At  various  points  there  appears  a  rock  which, 
from  its  grain,  its  little  hardness,  the  pieces  of 
trachyte  it  contains,  and  its  reddish  colour,  would 


GEOLOGY.  269 

seem  to  be  a  conglomerate  of  aqueous  forma- 
tion. 

The  waters  which  run  through  rocky  passes 
give  rise  to  deep  excavations,  and  with  much  good 
reason  these  parts  (along  which  there  is  a  road) 
are  denominated  narrows^  —  for  they  are  only  a 
yard  aud  a  half  broad.  The  way  is  intersected  at 
various  points  by  ravines,  (quebradas,)  through 
which  several  small  streams  descend  from  the 
snowy  mountain  called  Ghachani.  About  a  league 
before  we  reach  Yura,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  glen,  there  is  an  horizontal  stratification 
which  extends  towards  the  west,  presenting  an  in- 
teresting contrast  with  the  Cordillera  on  the  east, 
and  the  hills  on  the  side  of  the  valley  along  which 
we  pass  to  Yura. 

It  is  not  less  worthy  the  admiration  of  a  geolo- 
gist to  behold,  amid  so  much  arid  nakedness,  the 
bottom  of  the  deep  glen  of  Yura  clothed  with  pure 
green  and  cheering  verdure,  which  comforts  the 
pilgrim,  and  serves  as  a  soothing  restorative  to 
the  sick  who,  sacrificing  their  domestic  comforts 
and  the  pleasures  of  society,  go  in  search  of  health 
to  the  baths  situated  in  this  solitary  spot. 

The  glen  of  Yura,  which  stretches  in  the  direc- 
tion of  from  east  to  west,  is  in  many  parts  ex- 
tremely narrow,  as  at  the  site  of  the  baths :  but 
towards  the  Galera  it  opens  up ;  and  its  inhabit- 
ants take  advantage  of  this   space  to   cultivate 


270  APPENDIX. 

lucern,  and  collect  the  sub-carbonate  of  soda,  im- 
properly called  saltpetre,  which  they  use  in  ma- 
nufacturing the  soap  consumed  in  Arequipa.* 

Having  passed  the  distance  of  one  thousand 
yards,  the  glen  again  becomes  narrow,  until  it  joins 
with  the  ravine  of  the  river  of  Yura,  which  flows 
from  the  north-east   to   south-west.     From    this 
place  it  becomes  deeper  and  narrower,   and  im- 
mediately follows  a  westerly  direction.     A  rivulet 
formed  by  the  junction  of  the  smaller  streamlets 
which  arise  in  the  hill  called  Horqueta  irrigates 
some  land  in  the  strath  beneath ;  and,  pursuing 
its  course  to  the  baths,  passes  them  at  a  yard^s 
distance,  (now  ceasing  to  be  pure  water,)  to  unite 
itself  with  the  many  jets  that  spring  up  a  little 
above  the  baths,  as  I  have  seen  in' a  ditch  recently 
opened.     This  rivulet  follows  the- course  of  the 
glen;    and  its   waters,  .  being,  impregnated    with 
saline  ingredients,  irrigate  the  lucern  fields,  and 
contribute  to  increase  the  supply  of  the   carbo- 
nate of  soda.      It    at  length  joins   the    river  of 
Yura,  which  during  the  periodical  rains  is  in  the 
highest  degree  dangerous  to  ford,  on  account  of 
its  strong  current,  and  the  many  stones  it  carries 
along  its  impetuous  stream.    In  the  glen  of  Yura, 
as  well  as  in  the  ravine  alluded  to,  the  different  sorts 

*  Each  "  topoy^  that  is,  an  extent  of  5,000  square  yai-ds  of 
this  soil,  is  valued  at  1,000  dollars;  and  every  six  weeks  a 
harvest  of  ''  salitre,**  or  the  sub-carbonate  of  soda,  is  reaped 
by  the  owners. 
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of  earth  are  of  volcanic  and  transition  formation  : 
the  first  extend  to  a  hundred  paces. beyond  the 
ferruginous  baths;  the  prevailing  rock  is  tra- 
chyte, of  a  light  ash-colour^  with  pieces  of  white 
felspar  half  decomposed,  pumice-stone,  and  scales 
of  black  mica. 

In  some  detached  masses  are  seen  in  globules 

the   substance  called  perlita^  (little  pearl,)  and 

black  pieces,  which,  from  their  general  appearance 

and  concavities,  look  like  lavk.     Ascending  a  little 

higher    than  the   sulphurous  baths,  porphyry  is 

met  with ;  the  principal  mass  of  which  is  compact 

and  black,  its  fracture  conchoidal,  and  it  contains 

crystals  of  white  felspar.     By  decomposition  it 

has   partly   become   an   ash-coloured   rock,    less 

hard  and  more  asperate,  in  which  is  found  the  con^ 

duit  which  emitis  sulphurous  vapours ;  and  in  my 

opinion  it  is  an  ancient  crater.     On  the  walls  of 

this  crater,  sulphur  is  deposited  in  well-defined, 

acute,  octahedral  crystals ;  and,  in  som^  pieces  in 

my  possession,  the  pure  sulphur  exists  in  its  massive 

state.     These  rocks  cover  a  sandy  ground,  which 

from  its  coarse  grain,  composition,  reddish  colour, 

and  the  fragments  of  volcanic  rocks    which    it 

contains,  appears  to  be  a  sandy  conglomerate ;  it 

is  sufficiently  consistent  to  admit  of  being  cut, 

and  to  serve  for  architectural  purposes:  there  are 

certain   places,    as  in   the  Calera,  and  near  the 

baths,  where  it  is  many  yards  thick :  this  earth 

reposes  on  the  transition  series. 
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The  earths,  or  mineral  substances  last  mention- 
ed, occupy  all  the  parts  to  the  north  and  west: 
they  are  composed  of  gres,  (a  stone  abounding  in 
sand,)  semi-compact  in  some  layers,  and  in  -others 
it  has  a  fine  grain;   its  colour  is   a  dirty  white, 
inclining  to  green,   and   it  passes    ta   a   lightish 
black  when  it  is  near  to  the  layers  of  the  black 
"  esquiio  hojoso^^  (foliated  schist,)    with   which  ii 
alternates:   it  contains  small  spangles    of  mica. 
The  natives  extract  laminas  of  this  gres  of  more 
than   a  yard    in   length,    and  of  a    quarter   in 
breadth,  which  serve  to  line  the  upper  pstrt  of 
the  boilers   wherein   soap  is  made.     The    black 
"  esquito"  also  divides  itself  into  lamina?  of  good 
size ;    but,   for  the   most   part,   it   breaks    ver/ 
easily,    forming    small   pieces    which    fall    down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  glen.     A  heavy  substance 
of  dark  colour,  which  separates  in  large  pieces, 
and  effervesces  when   brought  into  contact  vrith 
the  acids,  is  found  in  the   <'  esquitOj^  and  near 
to  the  layers  of  gres :  it  appears  to  be  a  carbo- 
nate of  iron,  {carbonato  de  hierro  litoideo,)  like 
that  which  is  met  with  in  the  coal-mines  of  Eng- 
land and  France.     In  the  "  esqmto^  I  have  ob- 
served  impressions  of  plants,   vestiges  of  coal, 
crystals,  and  small  plates  of  gypsum. 

The  transition  formation  extends  to  the  north 
and  to  the  west,  at  great  distances.  I  am  also 
assured  that  coal  is  met  with  near  to  the  village 
of  Yura.     Over  the  horizontal  bed  of  gres^  the 
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direction  of  which  is  from  east  to  west,  with 
an  inclination  northward,  may  be  observed  the 
white,  compact,  fibrous  gypsum  of  Synchita,  dis- 
tant six  leagues  from  the  glen,  which,  as  I  con- 
ceive,  belongs  to  the  gypsum  of  the  vale  of 
Vitor.* 

On  the  south  side  of  the  river  Yura,  in  the 
locality  called  Calera,  is  found  in  layers  or  coats 
of  considerable  thickness,  but  of  little  extent,  a 
limestone  of  a  cellular  and  porous  structure,  com- 
posed in  a  great  degree  of  very  small  and  delicate 
tubes :  their  colour  is  a  dirty  white,  and  by  all 
their  signs  and  characters  they  appear  to  owe 
their  origin  to  infiltration.  From  this  stone  is 
made  the  lime  which  is  consumed  in  Arequipa 
and  its  neighbourhood. 

*  Vitor,  here  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Rivero,  is  one  of  the  chief 
▼alleys  in  the  vicinity  of  Areqaipa.  It  extends  from  inland,  in 
a  north-west  direction,  to  the  large  and  well-watered  valley  of 
Quilca  on  the  coast,  and  to  the  nortli  of  Islay  :  on  the  other 
hand,  to  the  south-west^  is  the  extensive,  rich,  and  populous 
valley  of  Tambo. 

Between  the  vales  of  Vitor  and  Tambo  there  is  a  sandy,  hot 
desert,  (intensely  cold  at  midnight,)  with  a  gradual  ascent, 
through  which  passes  the  road  from  Islay  to  Arequipa ;  and 
on  the  scorched  plain,  great  numbers  of  wearied  and  ex- 
hausted  cattle  are  let  loose  to  perish  for  want  of  water  and  pas- 
ture; so  that  along  the  way-side  are  to  be  seen  the  skeletons 
and  hides  of  animals  sun-dried,  and  in  different  grotesque  atti- 
tudes. Travellers  have  remarked  that  along  this  arid  plain, 
which  extends  about  twenty  leagues  inland,  there  are  nume- 
rous moveable  sandhills  of  regular  figure  like  a  half-moon, 
with  the  convex  side  always  looking  to  the  sea. — Translator. 

N    5 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MINERAL   W^ATBBS   OP  TURA. 

Mineral  waters  are  distinguishable  from  com- 
mon water  by  their  taste,  particular  smell,  colour, 
temperature  more  or  less  raised,  and    by  their  not 
being  applicable  to  domestic  purposes.      They  are 
found  in  different  parts  of  the  world  in  springs 
and  wells :  sometimes  they  are  of  the  same  tem- 
perature with  the  soil  through  which  they  pass, 
and  at  other  times  their  temperature  rises  to  the 
boiling  point  of  water, — and  then  they  are  called 
thermal  waters.     In    the   countries    where    these 
waters  appear,  they  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  inhabitants  since  very  remote  times^  a0^ 
were  medicinally  employed  internally  as  well  as 
externally ;  but,  since  their  component  parts  were 
but  imperfectly  known,  they  were  often  applied 
injudiciously,  and  they  did  not  always  obtain  the 
reputation  they   merited,  for   their  effects   were 
sometimes  contrary  to  those  which  the  physici- 
ans desired  to  produce. 

At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century  chemists 
began  to  discover  the  substances  to  which  minerai 
waters  owed  their  peculiar  properties  ;  and,  since 
this  happy  era,  they  have  made  such  rapid  progress 
in  science,  that  in  the  present  day  we  are  acquaint- 
ed with  many  of  these  substances.  This  know- 
ledge we  owe  to  simple  and  more  exact  methods 
of  analysis.     Nature  appears  to  have  favoured  in 
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an  especial  manner  the  environs  of  Arequipa 
with  thermal  springs  to  cure  those  maladies  to 
which  its  inhabitants  are  subject.  This  is,  how- 
ever, no  more  than  might  be  expected,  considering 
the  variety  of  medicinal  ingredients  with  which  the 
waters  become  impregnated  as  they  slowly  perco- 
late through  beds  of  lava,  or  issue  from  the  deep 
recesses  of  burning  mountains. 

The  baths  of  Yura  are  situated  in  a  small  and 
narrow  glen,  several  leagues  to  the  N.N.W.  of 
the  city,  and  only  one'  league  from  the  village  of 
the  same  name,  —  which,  according  to  my  mea- 
surement, is  one  hundred  and  seventy  Spanish 
yards  (varas)  above  the  square  of  Arequipa.* 

The  road  to  the  baths  is  very  bad,  and,  above 
all,  the  declivities  are  so ;  for  the  number  of 
stones  and  narrow  windings  render  it  in  the  high- 
est degree  disagreeable,  to  which  the  dull  uni- 
formity of  the  landscape  also  contributes.  To 
the  right,  all  that  presents  itself  to  the  travel- 
ler's view  is  the  lofty  volcano,  the  contiguous 
hills  being  denuded  of  every  blade  of  vegeta- 
tion except  the  cactus  Peruvianus,  of  melan- 
choly aspect,  seen  here  and  there  along  the  sur- 
rounding slopes;  and,  if  he  turn  his  eye  to  the 
left,  he  looks   upon    sterile   plains   cut    up   by 

*  Arequipa  is  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  according  to  Mr. 
llivero*s  observations^  2704  yards  ;  but  he  considers  that  Mr. 
Pentland  has  been  more  exact  in  estimating  its  altitude,  with 
the  barometer  of  Fortin,  at  2697  yards. 
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mountain  torrents,  or  a  group  af  hills  perfectly 
arid,  of  greater  or  less  eleyation,  and  in  parts 
covered  with  white  sand. 

The  analysis  of  the  waters  of  Yura  was  attempt- 
ed by  the  celebrated  naturalist  Uaenk  in  the  year 
'96 ;  but,  this  philosopher  not  having  ascertained 
their  constituent  parts,  I  have  now  the  honour  of 
presenting  to  the  public  the  result  of  my  investi- 
gations regarding  these  waters,  and  several  others 
which  are  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.    In 
the  narrow  glen  of  Yura  there  are  two  situations 
in  which  springs  of  thermal  water  present  them- 
selves, and  the  one  is  distant  from  the  other  about 
one   hundred  and  fifty  yards.     The  first,    called 
agua  de  hierro,  or  ferruginous  water,  is  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  road  as  we  come  from  the 
Calera;  and  those  springs  which  are  hig^her  up 
are  denominated  agua  de  azufrCf  or  sulphurous 
water.     I  will  begin  by  giving  an  account  of  the 
agua  de  hierro. 


THE   FERRUGINOUS   WATER. 

From  a  little  plane  covered  with  grass,  distant 
from  the  rivulet  three  yards,  and  four  from  the 
ash-coloured  trachytic  rock,  water  bubbles  up 
at  various  points,  forming  large  globules,  as 
if  boiling.  Its  temperature  is  94?**  of  Fahren- 
heit,  that  of  the   air   being  68\     In    the  corner 
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where   these  jets  are  found,   there  are  at   short 
distances  small  wells   of  equal  temperature,   ex- 
cept one  at  GT"",  which  is   found  at  the  distance 
of  a  yard    from    the    principal  jet ;    and    it    is 
the  more  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  happens  to  be 
very  near   to   the  water  which   indicates  higher 
temperature.     All   these   little   wells   render  tri- 
bute to  the  principal  one,  and   to   the   rivulet ; 
their  banks,  and  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  baths, 
contain  a  very   fine   yellow  substance,    which  is 
the  true  oxide  of  iron.     These  waters  are  very 
transparent,  without  smell,  and  with  taste  half 
acidulated  and  astringent ;  they  disengage  a  gas 
which,  passed   through  lime-water,  or  a  solution 
of  the  acetate  of  lead,  throws  down  precipitates 
soluble  with  effervescence  in  acetic  acid.     They 
redden  the  tincture  of  violets   and  blue  paper, 
which  loses  its  colour  on  drying,  and  this  proves 
the  existence  of  a  free  acid ;  being  agitated,  an 
air  is  disengaged  with  noise :  all  the  acids,  weak 
and  strong,  produce  effervescence  with  these  wa- 
ters.    The  prussiate  of  potash,  when  a  little  of 
any  acid  is  added   to  it,  causes  in  the  ferruginous 
water  a  blue  precipitate,  which  is  the  prussiate  of 
iron.     Iron-water  being  boiled,  it  loses  the  pro- 
perty of  effervescing  with   the  acids,  of  forming 
a  precipitate  with  the  prussiate  of  potash,  and 
also  its  astringency.      A   bottle   of  water   being 
evaporated  affords,  during  the  operation,  a  light, 
white  precipitate,  and  its  surface  becomes  cover- 
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ed  with  a  most  delicate  film.     The  operation,  if 
continued  to  dryness,  yields  sixteen  grains  of  salts, 
which  I  have  analyzed.     It  appeared    from    the 
analysis  that  the   iron-water  is  composed  of  the 
following  ingredients  and  proportions. 

One  bottle,  or  a  pound  and  a  half,  of  water  af- 
forded 

Carbonic  acid  10    1-2  grains. 

Muriatic  acid  2 

Sulphuric  acid  1-4 

A  hundred  grains  of  the  salts  were  composed  of 


Carbonate  of  magnesia 

26 

grains. 

Carbonate  of  lime 

,     6 

Muriate  of  soda 

15 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 

.  40 

Sulphate  of  iron 

.     3 

Insoluble  matter,  consisting 

of 

silex  and  sulphate  of  lime 

8 
98 

This  water  greatly  resembles,  in  its  contents, 
that  of  Selzy  Spa,  and  Carlsbad.  The  exact  quan- 
tity of  carbonic  acid  which  it  disengages  could 
not  be  ascertained,  for  want  of  proper  instru- 
ments  for  the  purpose.  The  carbonic  acid  of 
the  saline  parts  is  sufficient  to  saturate  the  lime, 
magnesia,  and  soda. 
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MBDICINAL  VIRTUES  OF  THE  FBBRU6INOUS  WATER 

OP   TURA. 

The  ferruginous  waters  are  stated  by  Mr.  Ri- 
vero,  on  the  authority  of  Haenk,  and  of  Dr. 
Vargas  of  Arequipa,  to  be  tonic,  deobstruent, 
laxative,  diuretic,  &c. ;  and,  therefore,  well  cal- 
culated to  remove  general  debility,  certain  forms 
of  hypochondriasis,  dyspepsia,  and  weakness  con- 
sequent on  debauchery. 


THE   SULPHUROUS   WATER. 

The  jets  (los  ojos)  of  this  water,  as  we  for- 
merly noticed,  are  placed  above  the  ferruginous 
baths,  situated  in  a  narrow  part  formed  by  the 
trachyte  rock  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  opposite 
side  by  the  gres,  or  sandy  soil,  which  furnishes 
the  carbonate  of  soda.  An  oblique  fissure,  ex- 
tending to  the  base  of  the  trachyte  rock,  serves 
as  a  conduit  to  this  thermal  water,  which  unites 
itself  with  that  which  flows  from  the  bottom  of 
the  bath  named  Tigre.  A  short  way  from  this 
jet  there  are  others  which  flow  from  other  clefts, 
at  almost  the  same  degree  of  temperature. 

It  is  observed  that  the  source  of  these  waters  is 
at  seme  distance  in  the  interior  of  the  rock,  and. 
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according  to  mj  notions,  they  bold  communica- 
tion with  the  crateTj  which  emits  sulphurous 
vapours,  situated  a  few  paces  from  the  water  un- 
derneath the  very  house  where  the  sick  repose. 
With  respect  to  the  water,  hav^ing*  filled  a  small 
well  situated  at  the  base  of  the  rock  where  people 
drink  from,  the  chief  object  is  to  have  it  con- 
ducted to  the  bathing-pits,  or  basins.  The  super- 
fluous water  not  needed  for  the  baths  flows  out 
from  them  by  a  small  channel;  and  it  ^oes  to 
join  the  rivulet,  which  passes  within  three  yards 
of  the  bathing  apartment. 

The  sulphurous  water  flows  out  in  good  quan-      / 
tity,  making  a  peculiar  noise,  and    emitting  a 
smell  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  like  that  of 
rotten  eggs ;  which  is  perceptible  at  the  distance 
of  many  paces  from  the  place,  when  the  winds  are 
from  the  east  and  west.     The  disengagement  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  occasions  the  noise  alluded  to, 
through  the  innumerable  bubbles  which  rise  on 
the  surface ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  occasions  a 
shower  of  aqueous  particles,  mixed  with  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen  and  carbonic  acid  gas ;  its  colour 
is  whitish,  transparent ;   and  on  the  walls  and  ca- 
nals of  the  baths,  it  leaves  a  whitish  substance, 
somewhat  dirty,  very  fine,  which  when  examined 
proves  to  be  impure  sulphur;  its  taste  is  at  the 
same  time  sweetish  and  acidulated,  but  it  leaves 
on  the  palate  the  taste  of  rotten  eggs. 

In  the  bathing  apartment  there  are  four  large 
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reservoirs,  or  basins,  constructed  with  stone  and 
lime ;  they  are  equal  in  size,  communicate  the  one 
with  the  other,  and  are  named  Tigre,  Sepultura, 
Desague,  and  Vejeto :   in  these  reservoirs,   how- 
ever, the  temperature  of  the  water  is  not  equal : 
the  first  indicates  on  the  thermometer  of  Fahren- 
heit 90S  the  second  89^  the  third  88^,  and  the 
fourth    87^;    the  air    of    the    habitation    being 
70^.     In  the  place  where  this  water  was  first  dis- 
covered, it  at  present  indicates  as  many  as  90® : 
Haenk,  in    the  year  in   which  he  instituted  his 
analysis,  observed  that   it   was   only  86'',  which 
proves  that  the   temperature  has   since  then  in- 
creased. 

The  gas  which  arises  from  this  water,  when 
collected,  extinguishes  flame ;  produces  in  lime- 
water  a  precipitate  which  dissolves  in  acetic  acid 
with  efiervescence ;  and  it  precipitates  the  acetate 
of  lead,  of  a  dirty  yellow  colour.  The  water  red- 
dens blue  paper ;  but,  on  drying,  it  recovers  its 
original  colour,  a  circumstance  which  proves  that 
there  is  a  free  add  :  turmeric  paper  it  does  not 
change  the  colour  of,  unless  its  volume  has  been 
decreased  by  evaporation.  A  few  drops  of  any 
acid  produce  effervescence.  The  nitrate  of  silver 
gives  a  violet-colour  precipitate,  the  acetate  of 
lead  a  dirty  yellow,  the  muriate  of  barytes  a 
white,  but  it  is  necessary  to  add  to  it  a  few  drops 
of  acid ;  the  prussiate  of  potash  produces  a  blue 
precipitate,  using  the  precaution   to  reduce  the 
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water,  and  of  adding  to  it  some  drops   of  nitii 
or  muriatic  acid.     Liquid    ammonia    renders  i| 
turbid,  which  shows  that  it  contains  magnesai 
corrosive  sublimate  produces  a  half  obscure  pre- 
cipitate, which  afterwards  efTervesces  with  an  add; 
it   instantly  coagulates   milk,  renders    wine   and 
the  water  of  peaches  or  pears  turbid,  giving  rise 
to  effervescence  with  the  three  hist.     A.  piece  of 
clean  silver,  if  placed  in  it  for  some  minutes,  be- 
comes somewhat  black ;  when  agitated,  it   disen- 
gages  carbonic  acid  with   precipitation,   and  all 
the  water  is  filled  with  bubbles ;  when  boiled,  it 
loses  its  smell,  it  disengages  all  the  free  acid,  and 
it  no  longer  reddens  blue  paper. 

Four  bottles  of  this  water,  when  evaporated, 
have  given  forty-three  grains  of  salts :  during 
the  evaporation  the  surface  became  coated  with 
a  white  film,  and  a  light  white  substance  was 
precipitated,  which  consisted  of  the  carbonate  of 
magnesia  and  lime,  abandoned  by  the  carbonic 
acid  which  had  held  them  in  a  state  of  solu- 
tion. 

One  hundred  grains,  obtained  by  evaporation, 

yielded 

Insoluble  matter  composed  of  silica 

aod  sulphate  of  lime  .  10  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia  .  28 

Muriate  of  soda      .  .14 

Carbonate  of  lime                    .  .  7 
Sulphate  of  iron,— indications  of. 

Bicarbonate  of  soda  .  39 — 98 
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The  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  and  the  car« 
l>onic  acid  disengaged,  could  not  be  ascertained, 
for  want  of  proper  apparatus. 

The  water  of  the  four  baths  fitted  up  for  the  sick 
is  of  the  same  quality  with  the  one  here  analyzed  ; 
i^rith  the  difference  that  in  the  three  last  its  tem- 
perature is  less,  and  that  it  does  not  disengage  in 
such  quantity  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  nor  the 
carbonic  acid. 

The  new  water  of  Haenk,  and  that  from  an- 
other jet  or  source  which  has  been  more  recently 
discovered,  possess  the  same  qualities  with  those 
of  the  baths ;  differing,  however,  in  this  respect, 
that  they  do  not  disengage  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gas.  The  water  recently  discovered,  of  which  the 
temperature  is  91^,  contains  more  iron,  but  not 
in  such  quantity  as  the  waters  of  the  ferruginous 
bath.  It  is  of  a  somewhat  sweetish  acidulated 
taste,  and  it  leaves  a  certain  asperity  on  the  palate. 
Reagents  act  upon  these  in  the  same  way  as  they 
do  on  the  sulphurous  water. 


PECULIARITIES  OBSERVABLE   IN   THE   SULPHUROUS 

WATER   BATHS. 

Shortly  after  having  entered  the  bath,  the  whole 
body  becomes  covered  with  numberless  air-globules 
of  a  pearly  appearance.  Some  degree  of  heat 
and  pungency  is  felt  all  over  the  skin ;  and,  soon 
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after  immersion  in  the  water,  the  smell  from  it 
ceases  to  be  perceived.  It  occasions  a  slight 
degree  of  uneasiness  in  respiration,  arising  from 
the  large  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  and  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen  which  arises  from  its  surface. 


MEDICINAL   EFFECTS   OF  THE   SULPHUROUS    WATBfU 

According  to  Dr.  Don  Jose  Maria  Adriasola  y 
Arve  of  Ar'equipa,  it  has  been  found  by  expe- 
rience, that,  since  times  of  remote  antiquity,  the 
baths  of  the  sulphurous  waters  of  Yura  have  pro- 
duced the  most  salutary  and  specific  effects  in  a 
great  variety  of  cutaneous  diseases.     In  various 
instances  of  chronic  disorder  of  the  bowels,  and 
dysentery  attended  with  intestinal  ulceration  and 
wasting  of  the  general  system,  or  what  has  been 
improperly    termed  intestinal   consumption.  Dr. 
Vargas  found  that  these  waters  restored  the  healthy 
action  of  the  digestive  organs,  kept  up  a  proper 
cuticular  discharge,  and  radically  cured  such  ap- 
parently hopeless  cases. 

This  same  water  is  also  allowed  to  be  excellent 
for  the  cure  of  chronic  rheumatism,  certain  deep- 
seated  pains,  and  contracted  joints,  &c. 

Mr.  Rivero  gives  the  following  method  as  that 
by  which  invalids  are  to  profit  by  the  use  of  the 
sulphurous  baths  of  Yura. 

The  first  four  or  six  baths  must  be  taken  in 
the  bathing-places  named  Desague  or  Sepultura, 
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which  emit  less  gas  and  are  of  lower  temperature ; 
for  by  entering  the  bath  called  Tigre,  which  is 
the  most  active,  the  body  experiences  a  very  dis- 
agreeable sensation,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
breast  is  peculiarly  affected. 

To  be  in  a  fit  condition  for  enjoying  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  bath,  the  individual  must  have 
the  stomach  empty,  be  free  from  fatigue,  perspi- 
ration, as  well  as  mental  emotion  of  every  sort. 
The  bath  should  not  be  continued  above  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  and  in  the  Tigre  one  should 
not  remain  above  twenty  or  thirty  minutes. 
Should  the  nature  of  the  disease  so  require,  the 
invalids  may  bathe  twice  a  day.  A  purgative  of 
cream  of  tartar  or  Epsom  salts  should  be  taken  as 
a  preparative  for  bathing  in  these  baths.  Strict 
attention  to  diet,  daily  exercise  to  favour  per- 
spiration, and  great  care  to  avoid  exposure  to 
damp  or  chills  during  the  time  of  taking  exercise, 
or  coming  from  the  bath,  are  requisite  precau- 
tions. 

The  effects  of  these  waters  are  slow  of  mani- 
festing themselves,  and,  for  this  reason,  their 
continued  use  in  many  cases  is  necessary ;  to 
their  perseverance  and  constancy  in  this  respect 
many  individuals,  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  per- 
fect health,  owe  their  recovery. 
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STEAM  NAVIGATION. 


We  have  in  Vol.  I.  p.  173,  alluded  to  the  pro- 
spects of  a  Steam  Navigation    along    the  shores 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  we  are   now  happilj 
able  to  subjoin  a  few  statements  on    this  subject, 
for  the  perusal  of  such  of  our  readers  as  may  not 
have  seen  the  report  of  the  British  merchants  and 
residents  at   Lima  and  Callao,  upon  the  subject 
of  opening  through  Panama  a  direct    communi- 
cation   between   Great   Britain    and   the   western 
coast  of  South  America.* 

The  first  meeting  on  this  interesting  subject 
was  held  in  Lima  on  the  12th  of  August  1836; 
and  on  the  7th  of  September,  at  a  public  meeting, 
the  report  of  the  British  Merchant  Committee  was 
unanimously  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  circulated  in  English  and  Spanish.  From  d 
pamphlet,  accompanied  with  documents  which  de- 
tail the  general  plan  of  the  intended  operations  of 

*  Some  months  ago,  the  attention  of  the  public  had  been 
called  to  this  subject  by  the  Hon.  P.  Campbell  Scarlett,  in  a 
work  entitled  South  America  and  The  Pacific ;  and,  only  a 
few  weeks  since,  a  prospectus  of  a  new  steam-packet  company, 
under  the  denomination  of  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany, has  been  circulated  in  London.    Mr.  William  Wheel- 
wright has,  we  believe,  the  merit  of  being  the  zealous  projector 
of  this  very  impoilant  undertaking,  which  now  promises  to  be 
crowned  with  success. 
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the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  printed 
by  J.  M .  M asias,  in  Lima,  we  extract  the  following 
authentic  information  regarding  the  "  Statistics 
of  Trade,  and  the  favourable  influence  of  Steam 
Navigation.*' 

**  It  is  only  since  the  dynasty  of  Spain  ceased 
to  exist  in  South  America,  that  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific  have  been  thrown  open  to  foreign  com- 
merce; and,  when  it  is  considered  how  much  these 
countries  have  suffered  from  continued  revolu- 
tionary convulsions,  the  rapid  advance  of  com- 
merce and  trade  is  somewhat  extraordinary.  The 
following  statement  of  imports  is  from  the  best 
data  which  could  be  obtained. 

British             12,000,000  dollars. 

North  American       ....  2,500,000 

French             1,500,000 

Peninsular 1,000,000 

Germany,  and  other  places  on   the 

continent              ....  1,250,000 

China,  Bengal,  and  Manilla              .  750,000 

Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres          .        .  300,000 


Total        19,300,000  dollars. 

'*  Of  which  there  is  consumed 

In  Chile 4^500,000  dollars. 

Peru  and  Bolivia        .         .         .  7,500,000 

Equador  and  New  Granada        .  1,500,000 

Central  America  .         .  2,000,000 

Mexico  and  California        .        .  3,800,000 


Total        1 9,300,000  dollars. 


2hS 

^*  The  wbale  fishery  of  the  Pacific  may  be  esti- 
mated as  follows : 

Norih  Americsn       ...  .    12,500,000  dollars. 

British .      5,000,000 

French  ....  .      3,000,000 


Total  20,500,000  doJJais 


"  The  whole  interest  involved,  including  the 
Pacific  whale  fishery,  amounts  Co  nearly  fortv 
millions  of  dollars. 

"  The  beneficial  influence  of  steam  navigati(7fl 
along  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  and  tbe  opening  a 
communication  with  Europe  and  North  America, 
via  Panama,  are  subjects  of  deep  interest,  not  only 
to  those  engaged  in  commerce  with   the  YbciBc, 
but  also  to  the  whole  commercial  worl ci. 

"  The  present  state  of  communication  is  long 
and  tedious  between  Peru  and  Great  Britain;  it 
may  be  averaged  at  about  four  months ;   wbi/e,  6y 
the  proposed  route,  it  will  be  reduced    to  little 
more  than  one-third  that  period,  viz. 

Lima  to  Panama         .        .    6  days. 
Pacific  to  Atlantic        .        .     1 
Isthmus  to  Jamaica,  by  steam,  3 
Jamaica  to  England     .        •  36 

Total  number  of  days  46 

^  By  substituting  steam   navigation   between 
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Jamaica  and  England,  the  voyage  from  Great 
Sritain  to  Peru  could  be  performed  in  little  more 
^lian  a  month. 

**  The  security  which  will  be  given  to  com- 
merce by  this   prompt  communication,  the  faci- 
lities aflTorded  to  merchants  in  realizing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  shipments,  the  consequent  increase 
of   trade,    the   regularity   of  advices   along  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  so  desirable  for  British  com* 
merce, — are  points  of  universal  interest.     To  the 
squadrons  stationed  in  those  seas  an  immense  ad- 
vantage will  also  be  gained  by  the  facility  of  com- 
munication and  the  increased  efficiency  of  their 
operations.     The  moral  influence  to  be  effected 
will  tend  to  strengthen   and  sustain  the  govern- 
ments of  the  respective  states  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  revolutionary  demagogues.^ 

We  further  beg  leave  to  add,  on  the  same  very 
good  authority,  the  following  valuable  remarks 
for  the  information  of  those  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  localities  of  Panama,  and  the  difficulties 
and  facilities  to  be  met  with  in  crossing  the 
Isthmus. 

'*  The  seasons  are  distinguished  by  rainy  season 
and  dry  season.  From  June  to  November  con- 
stitutes the  former  ;  from  November  to  June  the 
latter.  During  the  rainy  season,  the  journey  from 
the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  can  be  performed  in' 
two  days  ;  while,  in  the  dry  season,  twenty-four 
hours  only  are  necessary  :  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
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Pacific,  during  the  rsiny  seasoo,  three  days  are 
required ;  and  in  the  dry  wasam  it  can  he  acoom- 
plidhed  in  two  days.  This  diflFerence  is  owing  to 
the  swelling  of  the  nTer  produc:ed  by  rains.  The 
journey  from  Panama  to  Cmces  is  performed  on 
mules,  being  a  distance  of  twentry-one  miles^  o^^ 
a  bad  but  not  a  dangerous  road.  Jn  C^nces,  there 
are  canoes  of  all  sizes  always  in  rendiiies%  in  wbicfa 
passengers  embark,  and  descend  the  river  to  Cha- 
gres,  the  sea-port  of  the  Isthmus,  w^here  they  re- 
embark  on  board  the  first  vessel  which  suits  thdr 
convenience. 

**  The  transit  of  the  Isthmus  during  the  dry  sea- 
son is  neither  inconvenient  nor  unpleasant:  the 
canoes  are  covered ;    provisions,   fruits,    &e.  are 
abundant  along  the  banks  of  the  river  ;   the  tem- 
perature, though  warm,  is  perfectly  healtbj^  Bnd 
there  is  always  personal  security.     During  the 
rains  you  are  subject  to  great  exposure  and  con- 
sequent illness ;  but  were  a  good  road  once  opened, 
and  a  steamer  on  the  river,  there  would  be  no  dan- 
ger at  any  season,  and  the  journey  from  sea  to 
sea  could  be  accomplished  in  eight  or  nine  hours, 
without  the  slightest  inconvenience.*" 


PAPAL   INDULGENCES.  291 


ECCLESIASTICAL   JUBILEE. 

TfiB  following  authentic  document  we  have 
carefully  translated  from  the  Spanish ;  and,  hav- 
ing already  referred  to  it,  (vol.  i.  p.  132,)  we  now 
offer  no  comment  on  its  contents. 

We,  Dr.  Don  Jorje  de  Benavente,  Archbishop 
Elect  of  Lima,  &c«  to  our  clergy,  religious 
communities,  and  all  the  faithful  residing 
in  and  inhabiting  this  our  diocese. 

Forasmuch  as  our  most  holy  father  Gre- 
gory XVI,  Roman  Pontiff,  and  visible  head  of 
the  Universal  Church,  moved  by  the  pastoral  vi- 
gilance and  paternal  love  becoming  a  successor 
of  St.  Peter,  has  condescended  to  grant  a  general 
jubilee  to  the  whole  Catholic  world,  with  a  view 
that  the  common  penitence  and  prayer  of  the 
faithful  may  obtain  from  the  Father  of  Mercies 
and  Ood  of  all  consolation  the  cessation  of  the 
weighty  ills  that  affect  the  spouse  of  J.  C;  the 
supreme  government  of  this  republic,  always 
zealous  for  the  exact  observance  of  the  holy 
religion  which  we  profess,  has  given  the  cor- 
responding pass  to  the  Brief,  which  with  this 
object  his  Holiness  has  despatched,  of  which 
the  tenor  is  as  follows : 

o2 
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The  Pontiff  Gregory  XVI.  to  all  the  faithfol 
Cbristiaii8  who  shall  see  the  present  letters, 
health  and  apostolieal  beoedictioil 

After  having  taken  solemn    possession  of  the 
pontificate  in    the    Basilic  ot    the     Liaterant  we 
have  written  many  times  to  our  venerable  bro- 
thers the   patriarchs,  archbishops,   and    iMshope, 
concerning  the  calamities  of   the    Church;  en- 
couraging them  to  oppose  with  all    their  mighf; 
like  walls  of  Israel,  those  snares  with   which,  to 
our  great  sorrow,  she   is  beset     Wor  the  same 
purpose,   also,   we  have  admonished     them  that 
they  should   raise  their  eyes  and  bands   to  die 
mountain    from  whence   we    expect    assistance; 
certain   that,  with  the  favour  of  Him   who  go- 
Verns  the  winds  and  the  sea,  tranquillity  will  be 
procured,  and  that  the  divine  mercy  descends 
when  the  humble  prayer  ascends  to  God. 

But  seeing  that  the  conspiracy  of  the   wicked 
everywhere  gains  ground,   and  that  the  tempest 
even  increases,  we  have  resolved  that  in  all  the 
Church    prayers    be  publicly   offered  ;    by   this 
means  opening  up  the  treasure  of  celestial  gift^ 
to  the  end  that  the  consciences  being  regulated 
and  purified  in  a  holy  manner  from  the  unclean- 
ness  of  transgressions,  prayers  themselves  may  he 
rendered  more  agreeable  and  acceptable  to  God^ 
ascending  to  his  presence  as  a  delicate  perfume. 
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It  has  been  an  ancient  custom  of  the  Romish 
Church,  observed  by  our  predecessors,  not  only 
in    the  commencement  of  their  supreme  pontifi- 
cate,  but   always  when  the  Lord  chastened   his 
people,   to  resort  to  the  prayers  of  the  commu-* 
nity,    and  to    rouse  all   to  penitence   by  freely 
opening  for  them  the  sacred  treasury  of  the  in- 
dulgences ;  with  a  view  that,  detesting  their  ini- 
quities, and  humbly  making  confession  of  them, 
they    should    with   confidence  draw   near  to  the 
Throne  of  Grace,  that  is  to  God,  who  is  magna- 
nimous to  pardon,  and  refuses  not  his  mercies 
even  when  he  is  provoked.     With  this  example 
before   us,,  we,   after   calling  on   the   Father  of 
Mercies  with  constant  and  fervent  prayer,  pro- 
mulgate   throughout    the   whole   Catholic  world 
an  indulgence  in  the  form  of  a  general  jubilee; 
cheerfully  hoping  that  the  Author  of  all  comfort 
shall  shorten   the   days  of  tribulation,  so  that, 
the  storm  having   entirely  ceased,  the  peace  of 
the  Church  may  be  firmly  established,  and  pub- 
lic happiness  everywhere  restored. 

Hence,  confiding  in  the  mercy  of  Almighty 
Ood,  and  in  the  authority  of  the  blessed  Apostles 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul, — ^and  exercising  the  power 
to  bind  and  unbind,  which,  though  of  ourselves 
unworthy,  the  Lord  conceded  to  us, — we  have  re- 
solved to  concede,  and  we  do  grant  by  the  tenor 
of  these  presents,  full  indulgence  (such  as  it  has 
been  customary  to  concede  on  the  year  of  jubilee) 
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of  all  tbeir  sins  to  all  and  to  each  of  the  Chris- 
tians  of  both  sexes  residing  in  and  entering  into 
this  our  capital  (Rome),  who  in  the  term  of  three 
weeks  current  from   the   fourth    Sunday  ot  Ad- 
vent,— that  is,  from  the  23rd  d&y  of  this  month, 
December,  tDl  the  13th  inclusive  o4t  the  follow^ 
iog  January,  on  which  falls  the  first  Sunday  after 
the  Epiphany, — and   on  the  eighth    day  of  the 
same,  shall  have  twice  visited  the  JBasilics  of  St. 
John  of  Lateran,  of  the  chief  of  the    Apostles, 
and  of  St.  Mary  la  Mayor,  or  one    of  these  at 
least,   and  there  will  have  devoutly   prayed  for 
some  time,  and  fasted  Wednesday,  Friday,  am) 
Saturday  of  one  of  the  said  weeks;    and   within 
the  same  period,  having  confessed  their  sins,  will 
have   received  the  most  holy  sacrament    of  the 
Eucharist,  and  may  have  given  the  poor  some 
charity,  as  to  each  individual  his  devotion  may 
dictate:   moreover  to  all  the  faithful   Christians 
existing  in  all  parts  without  our  capital  we  con- 
cede plenary  indulgence,  provided  they  shall  have 
twice  visited   all  or  some  one  of  the  churches^ 
which  may  be  assigned   to  them  by   the  local 
ordinaries,  or  their  vicars  or  ofBcers,  or  others 
under   their  orders;    and,  in  their  default,   by 
the  curates    of  souls,    after   these    our  letters 
may  have  reached  (heir  notice ;  —  it  being  fur- 
ther required  that   they   should   have  practised 
with   devotion  the   other  foresaid  works  in  the 
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space  of  three  weeks,  to  be  fixed  upon  by  the 
churches. 

Id    like    manner    we   concede    that    voyagers 

and  travellers   may  enjoy  the  same  indulgence 

ioamediately  that,  on  returning  to   their  homes, 

they  put  in  practice,  the  above-named  works,  and 

visit  twice  the  cathedral  church,  either  the  greater 

or  parochial,  of  the  place  of  their  residence.     We 

also  grant  to  the  regulars  of  both  sexes  who  live 

in  perpetual  seclusion,  and  all  laical  persons  who, 

from  being  in  gaols  or  prisons,  or  on  account  of 

corporeal    infirmity,   or    any  other  impediment, 

shaH  not  be  able  to  practise  all  or  any  of  the 

works  mentioned,  that  a  confessor  of  those  ac^- 

tually  approved  by  the  local  ordinaries  may  com*- 

mute  these  works  into  others  of  a  pious  kind,  or 

prorogue  them  to  some  other  early  period,  and 

impose  on  them  those  which  the  penitents  them* 

selves  can  exercise ;  and  that  he  may  also  dispense 

the  communion  to  children  who  shall  have  never 

communicated. 

We  further  concede  licence  and  authority  to 
aU  and  to  each  of  the  faithful  Christians,  secu- 
lars or  regulars,  of  whatever  order  or  institute, 
though  the  particular  denomination  should  be 
specified,  that  they  may  choose,  for  the  expressed 
object,  any  confessor,  secular  or  regular,  of  those 
actually  approved  by  the  ordinaries,  (as  also 
to  the  nuns,   who  may  choose  any  confessor  of 


296  APP£NDi:x. 

those  approved  for  tbem,  whether    the  BUfi  be 
a  novitiate  or  a  profesa,)  who  can  absolve  theo, 
and  liberate  them  at  the  tribunal  of  ooosdence, 
and  for  this  tioie  only,  from     the    censures  of 
excommunication,  suspension,   and   other  ecdefi- 
astical  penalties,  for   whatever     reason    enjoined 
or  imposed,  either  jiir£  vel  ab  homines  and  also 
from  all  their  sins,  excesses,  critnes^    and  deliJi- 
quencies,  however  grave  and  enormous  they  maj 
be,  even   when   they  shall  have  been    especially 
reserved  to  the  local  ordinaries,   or    to    us  and 
the  apostolical  chair,  and  whose   absolution  on 
the    other   hand    should    not    be    considered  as 
granted  in   the  most  ample  concession ;     more- 
over,   they    may    commute    into    other     piotis     \ 
and  salutary  works  all  mimner  of  vows,    though 
these  may  have  been   made  with  an   oath,  snd 
the  power  of  dispensation  regarding   them    f^- 
served    to    the   apostolic    chair,  —  always    ex- 
cepting the  vow   of  religion  and  chastity,  and 
the    bonds    (obligatorios)   accepted   by   a    third 
person,  or  from   the   commutation   of  which  an 
injury   would   follow   to  another,  as  also  those 
penal   acts  which  are  called  preservatives  from 
sio,— unless  the  future  commutation  be  presumed 
to  be  not  less  sufficient  to  separate  from  sin  than 
the  first  matter  of  the  vow,  imposing  salutary 
penance  in  the  above«said  cases,  and  such  other 
particulars  as  the  confessor  may  be  pleased  to 
enjoin. 
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Sut  not  on  this  account  is  it  our  pleasure  to 
give  dispensation  by  these  presents  in  any  other 
public  or  private  irregularity,  nor  in  any  defect, 
stigma,  incapacity,  or  ineptitude,  in  whatever  way 
contracted ;  or  to  confer  authority  of  dispensation 
therein^  or  to  qualify  and  restore  such  delinquents 
to  their  former  state,  even  in  the  tribunal  of  con- 
sckmce;  nor  to  derogate  the  constitution,  sacra- 
mentum  peniientitBy  published  with  its  correspond- 
ing explanation  by  our  predecessor  of  happy  me- 
mory, Benedict  XIV;  nor  that  these  letters  can 
or  ought  to  avail  in  any  way  those  who  by  us  and 
the  apostolic  chair,  or  by  any  prelate  or  ecclesias- 
tical judge,  may  have  been  expressly  excommu- 
nicated, suspended,  interdicted,  or  publicly  de- 
nounced as  liable  to  spiritual  animadversion, — 
unless  within  the  term  of  the  three  specified  weeks 
they  give  satisfaction  to,  or  come  to  an  under- 
standing with,  the  parties  concerned. 

Thus  then,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  and 
the  ineluctable  obligation  of  holy  obedience,  we 
strictly  enjoin  all  our  venerable  brethren,  the  patri- 
archs, archbishops,  bishops,  and  all  other  prelates 
in  the  churches,  and  all  ordinaries  wheresoever, 
their  vicars  and  officers,  and  failing  of  these, 
the  curates  of  souls,  to  the  end  that  when  they  re- 
ceive transcripts  of  these  letters,  or  printed  copies 
thereof,  and  moved  by  circumstances  of  time  and 
place,  find  it  convenient  in  the  Lord  to  publish 
the  same,  they  may  so  publish  and  cause  them 
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to  be  published  in  their  churciiesy   dioceses,  pro- 
▼inoes,  dties,  t<iwiis,  territaries,  jusd  places;  and 
baviog,  as  far  as  in  tbem  lies,  prepaured  tbe  minds 
of  the  people  by  the  preadiing  a£  tbe  divine  void) 
may  designate  the  chafcfaei  and  the  time  wfaerat 
and  wherein  this  jubilee  may  be  obtjuned  ;  ail  eon- 
stitutioos  and  apottddcal  briefs  to   the   cootrary 
notwithstanding,  —  especially  those  in  which  tbe 
power  of  absolution  in  the  cases  thereiii  expressed 
is  reserred  to  the  R.  P.  for  the  time  being,  —^ 
that  the  concessions  of  such  like  indul^pences  and 
powers,  or  of  any  other  kind,  may  be  o/  use  to  no 
one,  unless  express  mention  or  special   derogatioD 
be  made  thereof:  notwithstanding,  moiieover,  tbe 
rule  of  not  conceding  indulgences  after  the  man- 
ner of  this  letter,  and  the  statutes  and  customs  of 
any  order,  congregation,  or  institute  whstsoeveri 
although  the  same  should  be  corroborated  hj  oath 
and  apostolic  confirmation,  or  any  other  form  of 
stability  whatsoever ;  notwithstanding,  moreover, 
the  privileges  and  pardons  in  whatever  way  con* 
ceded,  approved,  and  renewed  by  apostolic  letters 
in  favour  of  the  said  orders,  congregations,  in- 
stitutes, and  individuals  thereunto  belonging.  For 
as  much  as  touching  all  and  each  of  the  above,  (and 
notwithstanding  that  express  and  special  mention 
phould  be  made  thereof  and  tbe  tenor  thereof,  and 
not  by  general  expressions  to  the  same  effect,  or 
that  some  other  particular  form  ought  to  be  used 
with  regard  to  them,)  holding  their  tenor  to  be 
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sufficiently  exprefised  in  these  letters,  and  the 
prescriptions  thereof  duly  observed,  we  do  for  this 
particular  time  nominally  and  expressly  annul  and 
derogate  them,  as  well  as  everything  that  may  ap- 
pear to  the  contrary,  to  the  end  that  the  foregoing 
concession  may  have  its  due  effect* 

And  with  a  view  that  these  letters,  which  can- 
not  be   forwarded   to    every  situation,  may  yet 
easily  reach  the  notice  of  all,  we  desire  that  to 
their  transcripts,  or  printed  copies,  provided  they 
be  signed  by  some  notary  public,  and  sealed  with 
the  seal  of  some  person  constituted  in  ecclesiastical 
dignity,  may  be  given  in  aU  parts,  and  by  all,  the 
same  credit  as  to  the  originals,  if  these  shall  be 
shown  to  them. 

Given  at  St.  Peter^s  in  Rome^  sealed  with  the 
ring  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  on  the  2nd  Decem- 
ber 1832,  the  second  year  of  our  pontificate. 
For  Cardinal  Albano, 

A.  PiGHONi,  Substitute. 

Lima,  Septeniber  5th,  1834.  — 'Examined  with 
the  exposition  of  the  council  of  state  on  the  3rd 
instant.  If  the  Metropolitan  doubts  not  the  au- 
thenticity of  this  brief,  he  shall  cause  it  to  be 
published  in  this  diocese  and  the  other  bishop- 
rics, with  this  express  qualification,  namely  — 
without  prejudice  of  the  jurisdiction  and  innate 
powers  of  the  episcopate.  —  To  this  effect  let 
it  be  returned,  retaining  a  certified   copy.  —  A 


rubric  of  Us  excdlency  P.  O.  and  of  the  aecrel- 
ary  of  state-*- Leon. 

For  the  reaaoDs  expres8ed»«-*«at±Bfieci  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  said  brief^  and  in  Adfilmnt  of 
what  is  therein  ordained^  we  (xcder  it  to  be  pdv 
lished,  and  in  effect  we  do  pnbfiah  it  with  due  to- 
lemnlty,  as  well  in  this  ca^ntal  as  in  all  the  cura* 
cies  or  parishes  of  our  diocese;  and   we  oidain 
and    command    that   from  the   2od    of  Oct€>ber 
first,  till  the  7th  of  December,  spiritual  exerdaa 
shall  be  successively  performed  in    the  churches 
of  Santo  Domingo,  San   Pedro,    San    Agustio* 
La  Merced,    San   Francisco,    San    Liazaro,   and 
Santuario  de  Cocbarcas,  the  distribution  of  which 
will  be  separately  assigned,  so  that  the  faithfu' 
may   be  prepared  to  gain  the  holy  jubilee   ac* 
cording  to  and  in  the  manner  expressed   in  ^^ 
proclaimed  brief. 

The  jubilee  will  be  opened  and  commeace  on 
the  second  Sunday  of  Advent ;  on  which  occasion 
will  be  said  in  this  holy  cathedral  church  a  solemn 
mass,  with  a  sermon,  at  which  all  the  clergy  and 
religious  community  will  assist ;  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  which  the  hymn,  Veni  Creator,  will   be 
sung :  and  from  this  day  to  the  S7th  of  December 
inclusive,  will  expire  the  three  weeks  designated 
by  his  Holiness  for  gaining  the  jubilee^  which 
shall  be  concluded  with  a  solemn  piass  as  an  act 
of  thanks,  which  will  be  said  in  the  same  man- 
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ner  as  the  first ;  and  tlie  same  will  be  practised 
in  the  other  churches  as  best  may  be. 

To  gain  the  jubilee  in  this  capital,  we  fix  upon 
the  churches  of  the  Cathedral,  Santo  Domingo, 
San  Francisco,  San  Pedro,  San  Agustin,  La 
Merced,  and  La  Parroquia  de  San  Lazaro,  which 
the  faithful  shall  visit  twice,  or  at  least  one  of 
the  said  churches,  during  the  three  weeks  indi- 
cated; at  the  same  time  putting  in  practice 
whatever  else  the  brief  requires. 

In  the  suburbs  the  jubilee  will  be  published, 
and  it  will  be  gained  on  the  same  days  as  in 
this  capital. 

t  In  the  other  parishes  of  this  archbishopric,  the 
three  weeks  of  the  jubilee  will  run  from  Passion 
Sunday  to  Saturday  in  Albis  inclusive,  of  1835 ; 
in  consideration  that  this  is  the  most  proper  time, 
for,  during  it,  all  the  faithful  congregate  in  the  par 
rochial  capitals  to  comply  with  the  annual  precept 
of  the  Church. 

To  gain  the  jubilee  in  the  suburbs  and  other 
parishes  of  the  archbishopric,  we  assign  the  paro* 
chid  churches,  which  the  faithful  shall  visit  twice, 
taking  care  to  do  whatever  else  his  Holiness 
prescribes. 

With  respect  to  the  religious  communities  of 
either  sex,  the  sick,  imprisoned,  voyagers  and 
travellers,  it  will  be  according  to  the  literal  tenor 
of  the  brief  cited.    And  that  it  may  come  to  the 
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notice  of  all  the  faithful  of  this   archbishopric^ 
this  our  edict  shall  be  fixed  on  all  the  doors  of 
the  churches;  and  the  necessary  copies   shall  be 
remitted  to  all  the   prelates   and  parish   priests 
of  the  archbishopric. 

Oiven  in  Lima,  sealed  with   the    seal    of  our 
office,  and  countersigned  by  our    secretary,   on 
the  26th  September  1834. 
Signed, 

JoRJE  (George),  Archbishop  elect, 

of  Lima. 
Dr.  Manuel  Garate,  Secretary. 


The  following  lines,  with  the  notes  annexed, 
were  written  under  cincumntances  of  great  bodilj 
and  mental  suffering  in  the  year  1833,  when  the 
learned  and   very  accomplished   gentleman  who 
penned  them  proposed   to  return  to   his  native 
country.     They  were   inscribed   by   him   to  his 
friends,  among  whom  it  has  long  been  the  au* 
thor's    happiness    to   have  occupied   a  favoured 
place.     The  notes  are  not  only  illustrative  of  the 
*'  Adieu  to  Lima,"  but  also  of  several  incidental 
remarks  contained  in  the  preceding  pages  —  es- 
pecially of  the  interesting  ruins  of  Pachacamac 
alluded  to  in  vol.  i.  page  144. 
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LANCETS  ADIEU  TO  LIMA. 

I. 
Welcome^  thou  heaving  dark  blue  Sea ! 

Thy  luckless  child  am  I ; 
Thine  island-child  was  nurs'd  by  thee 

Beneath  the  northern  sky ; 

II. 
In  that  proud  land — ^baptiz'd  of  old 

To  freedom  in  thy  waves — 
Confirmed  in  glory — steel-ribb'd  hold 

Of  men  who  11  ne'er  be  slaves. 

Ill, 
On  southern  shores  I  've  linger'd  long. 

My  life  is  waning  fast ; 
And  Sorrow,  with  her  forked  tongue, 

Has  struck  me  down  at  last. 

IV. 

I  'U  fling  me  on  my  mother's  breast. 
The  sweeping  dark  blue  Sea  : 

0  bear  me  to  my  island-nest. 
To  die  among  the  free  I 

V. 

Land  of  the  Incas,  fare  thee  well ! 
Thy  vale  soon  is  told : 

1  would  no  longer  in  thee  dwell 

For  Huascar's  chain  of  gold  !* 

•  "  Huascar's  chain  of  goldJ'-^See  Garcilaso  de  la  Vega. 
Huascar,  in  Quichua^  signifies  '  chain  ;*  and  that  Inca  was  so 
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VI. 


Thy  sceptre  erst  waa  sway*d  by  kingt/ 
They  could  not  hold  it  firai  ;— 

But  now  thy  diildien  crouch  to  things 
More  worthless  than  the  worm* 


VII. 


Away  !  I  will  not  stop  to  mourn 
Thy  sorrows  or  thy  shame  ; 

Nor  tell  what  anguish  I  have  borne 
Since  to  thy  shores  I  came. 


VIII. 

Let  Indian  pipe,  so  meek  and  low,* 

Bemoan  thine  Incas*  fall ; 
And  Indian  maid,  with  garb  of  woe,-f- 

Her  country's  wrongs  recall : 

called  from  an  immense  diain  of  gold  which  was  made  in  his 
honour.  If  I  remember  well,  Garcilaso  tells  us  that  it  re- 
quired eight  hundred  men  to  support  the  weight  of  it.  It 
remains  buried  to  this  day  in  a  lake  not  far  from  Cuzco. 

•  "  Let  Indian  pipe,** — ^The  Indians  of  Alto  Peru  mourn 
the  Incas  in  '*  tristes/'  which  they  play  upon  a  kind  of  pipe. 
In  the  time  of  the  Spaniards,  at  one  time  they  were  forbidden 
to  tune  these  mournful  airs,  from  political  motives. 

t  "  And  Indian  maid.** — Many  of  the  Indian  women  wear 
a  dark  drapery  suspended  from  the  left  shoulder,  and  falling 
down  to  the  mid-leg,  as  mourning  for  their  Incas. 
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IX. 

And,  saddler  still,  the  eucull^ 

Complain  in  ev'ry  vale. 
When  ev*ning  with  her  dewy  eye 

Brings  round  the  hour  of  waiL 

X. 

I  '11  fling  me  on  my  mother's  breast. 

The  sweeping  dark  blue  ^ea : 
0  bear  me  to  my  island-nest. 

To  die  among  the  free  ! 

XI. 

Like  silver  bells,  ycm  snowy  peaksf 

Are  hung  upon  the  clouds  ! 
'Tis  sweet  to  see  when  morning  breaks. 

And  strips  them  of  their  shrouds. 

XII. 

'Tis  sweet  to  see  'midst  orange  rows 

The  spires  of  Lima  wind  ; 
But  sweeter  far  than  these  or  those. 

To  leave  them  all  behind ! 

*  Who  is  insensible  to  the  sad  wild  note  of  the  cuculi,  the 
nightingale  of  this  country  ? 

t  Let  any  one  see  the  snow-capt  mountains  at  the  back  of 
Lima,  and  that  city  of  spires  lying  among  the  dark  orange 
groves  at  their  feet,  at  daybreak  from  Callao,  and  he  will  say 
the  sight  is  worth  a  stave  at  least;  and  yet  I  wish  I  had  never 
seen  it. 
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xni. 

Then  wherefore  does  my  bosom  heave  ? 

Why  starts  th'  unbidden  tear  ? 
Some  scenes  there  are  'tis  hard  to  leave^ 

Some  friends  my  soul  holds  dear  I 

xrv. 

Thou  good-man's  eyrie,  on  the  rock !  * 

From  thee  I  'm  loth  to  part  I 
With  luunes  belov'd  in  mem'ry's  book 

Sure  thou  recorded  art ! 

XV. 

There,  with  my  friend,  full  many  an  hour 

Of  cank'ring  care  I  'd  cheat ; 
Or  range  the  ample  corridor. 

The  balmy  breeze  to  greet ! 

XVI. 

Or  gaze  on  Pachacamac's  height,t 

As  peal'd  the  evening  gun ; 
And  see  its  mystic  form  dilate 

Against  the  setting  sun ! 

*  Baena  Vista,  the  seat  of  John  Thomas,  Esq. 

t  The  famous  Temple  of  Pachacamac,  whose  mighty  ruins 
form  a  beautiful  object  from  Buena  Vista.  Pachacamac,  like 
the  Temple  of  Cholula  on  die  plains  of  Mexico,  is  a  sort  of 
made  mountain  or  vast  terraced  pyramid  of  earth.    It  would 
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XVII. 

And  thou,  dear  Garden,  'neath  thy  bowers* 

How  swift  the  moments  flew ! 
They  pass'd  the  sweetness  of  thy  flowers. 

Though  steep'd  in  evening  dew ! 

XVIII. 

Like  stars  that  seek  each  other's  light^t 

To  form,  as  poets  sing» 
A  path  for  gods,  and  o'er  the  night 

Their  mingled  radiance  fling : 

be  difficalt  to  produce  any  evidence  more  coDclusive  to  the 
benignity  of  the  climate  than  that  tvl^ich  is  exhibited  on 
the  interior  walls  of  this  temple,  whereof  the  mud  plaster, 
though  exposed  for  centuries  to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere, 
remains  to  this  day  with  its  rude  paintings  of  red  and  yel- 
low ochre  as  inviolate  and  fresh  as  if  it  were  the  work  of  yes- 
terday. By  the  bye,  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  mention, 
that,  among  these  paintings,  we  find  what  is  called  the  Grecian 
Scroll,  which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Grecians  borrowed 
from  the  Egyptians.  This  may  serve  to  throw  some  light 
upon  the  origin  of  Pacbacamac.  Like  that  of  Mexico,  — 
nay,  with  still  more  emphatic  gesture, — the  gigantic  archi- 
tecture of  Peru  points  to  the  Cyclopian  family,  the  founders  of 
the  Temple  of  Babel  and  of  the  Egyptian  Pyramids.  I  believe 
(see  Garcilaso)  that  the  Temple  of  Pacbacamac  was  standing 
when  that  part  of  the  coast  was  conquered  by  the  lucas,  so 
that  there  is  no  knowing  its  age. 

•  Old  Green's  Nonpareil,  where  the  Hearts  of  Oak  meet. 

t  "  Li^  «ter*,"  &c. — The  milky  way,  which,  by  the  bye, 
is  far  grander  in  the  southern  than  in  the  northern  hemisphere, 
seems  to  have  been  formed  by  the  mutual  gravitation  of  my- 
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XIX. 

E'en  fio  we  clustered  there^  with  souls 
That  friendship  made  but  one : — 

But  hark !  my  knell  of  parting  tolls, — 
Sweet  friends,  I  must  be  gone. 

XX, 

I  '11  fling  me  on  piy  mother*«  breast^ 

The  sweeping  dark  blue  sea : 
0  bear  me  to  my  island-nest. 

To  die  among  the  free  1 

riads  of  stars.  The  dark  spots  which  follow  the  course  of 
that  magnificent  nebula,  on  each  side  of  it,  are  probably  the 
space3  which  the  stars  have  left  vacant  and  lustreless. —  See 
Herschel  on  Nebulae. 


THE    END. 
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